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This  Book  is  dedicated 

J.  O  that  man,  wkenever  bp  may 
appear^  wko,  blefled  with  a  foyl 
fuperior  to  all  lucrative  aixd  ambi- 
tious views,  will  dare  to  ftand  forth 
the  generous  advocate  and  benevolent 
protedlor  of  the  publick  welfare — — 
Who,  when  in  odEce,  wil]  make  tl?§ 
good  of  his  fellow  fuhje<aa  the  (oh 
rule  of  his  adminiflratiqn ;  and  whp, 
when  out  of  office,  independent  of 
every  partial  conne£lion,  will  ftea- 
dily   and  uniformly  adhere  to  the 

fame  honeft  plan Who,  while  in 

power,  v^ill  boldly  oppofe  all  mea- 

fures,  however  profitabJe  to  himfelf 

k"  or 

P       ■  . 


I 
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or  his  friends,  that  may  be  detri- 
mental to  the  caufe  of  his  country  ; 
and  who,  when  deprived  of  power, 
unftiaken  by  prefentdifappointments, 
or  uninfluenced  by  future  expedati- 
ons,  will  as  boldly  fupport  every 
meafure,  which  may  be  beneficial 
to  that  caufe,  though  it  originates 
from  his  moft  hated  adverfary. 

Such  a  man  may  be  juftly  honour- 
ed with  the  glorious  title,  hitherto, 
alas  !  ideal  1  which  in  all  ages  has 
been  frequently  conferred,  but,  per- 
haps, never  yet  merited,  of  a 

PATRIOT. 


Vll 


PREFACE. 

H  E  following  Diary  is  printed  from 
a  manufcript  of  the  late  Lord  Melcombe's, 
and  as  the  reader  may  be  inquijfitive  to 
know  the  ftages,  through  which  it  came 
into  my  poiTelSon,  I  fliall  briefly  fatisfy 
his  curiolity. 

Lord  Melcombe  died  in  the  year  1762, 
and  bequeathed  his  whole  property,  (a  few 
kgacies  excepted)  to  his  coufin,  the  late 
Thomas  Wyndham  of  Hammerfmith. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wyndham,  who  died  in  the 
year  1777,  left,  among  many  other  kind 
remembrances,  a  claufe  in  his  will  in  the 
following  words  "  I  give  to  Henry  Pen- 
ruddocke  Wyndham  all  my  books,  and  all 
the  late  Lord  Melcombe's  political  papers, 
letters,  and  poems,  requefting  of  him  not 
to  print  pr  publifji  any  of  them,  but  thofe 

that 
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that  are  proper  to  be  made  publick,  and 
fuch  only,  as  may,  in  fome  degree,  do 
honour  to  his  memory/* 

The  latterpart  of  this  claufe  has,  hitherto, 
made  me  hefitate  on  the  propriety  of  making 
his  Lordfliip's  Diary  publick;  for  although 
it  may  refledl  a  confiderable  degree  of  ho- 
nour on  his  Lordfhip's  abilities,  yet,  in 
my  opinion,  it  fhews  his  political  condud:, 
(however  palliated  by  the  ingenuity  of  his 
own  pen)  to  have  been  wholly  direded  by 
the  bafe  motives  of  avarice,  vanity,  and 
felfifhnefs. 

What,  befide  thefe  motives,  induced 
him  to  quit  the  fervice  of  George  II.  and 
to  prefer  the  protection  of  Frederick,  Prince 
of  Wales,  to  that  of  his  old  mafter?  alas! 
he  could  not  then  forefee  the  black  cloud, 
which  was  preparing  to  obfcure  the  ex- 
pected glory  of  the  riling'  fun,  and  to  blaft 
the  hopes  of  all  its  worlhippers. 

What,  befide  thefe  motives,  made  his 
Lordfhip  difcontented  and  mifefable,  while 

he 
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he  remained  in  the  court  of  that  Prince  ?  a 
party  was,  there,  quickly  combined  againft 
him,  which,  unfortunately  for  Lord  Mel- 
combe,  was  aftuated  by  the  fame  felfifh 
principles,  as  he  himfelf  was. 

What,  befide  thefe  motives,  tempted 
him,  after  the  death  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  to  court  the  Pelhams  with  the 
moft  abjeft  and  fawning  fervility,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  fecret  oppofition  to  his 
great  patronefs,  the  Princefs  Dowager  ? 

But  all  this  may  be  ftridly  honourable 
within  the  verge  of  a  court ;  and,  on  this 
Account,  I  could  patiently  hear  his  Lord- 
fl>ip  recominend  Mr.  Ralph,  as  a  very, 
honeft  man,  4nd  in  the  fame  pages  inform 
us,  that  he  was  ready  to  be  hired  to  any 
caufe/  that  he  adlually  put  himfelf  to  audioa 
to  the  two  contending  parties  (the  Bedford 
and  Pelhams)  and  that,  after  feveral  bid- 
dings, the  ionefi  Mr.  Ralph  was  bought 
by  the  Pelhams, 

Hftv^ever,  I  cafinot  patiently  forgive  the 

violent 
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violent  declamation  of  his  Lordfhip  againll 
* '  the  hw  and  venal  wretches  ofBridgewater*, 
as  if  a  bribe,  taken  by  a  miferable  voter, 
and,  poffibly,  for  the  fupport  of  a  nume- 
rous and  indigent  family,  was  more  dif- 
honourable,  than  a  place  or  penfion,  en- 
joyed or  coveted  by  the  opulent,  for  the 
fole  purpofes,  either  of  accumulating  riches, 
or  of  extending  the  pomp  of  pride  and 
power, 

I  am  aware  that,  in  treating  the  cha- 
radter  of  my  Author  thus  freely,  I  fhall 
appear  as  ^  very  extraordinary  Editor,  the 
pradice  of  whom  has  generally  been,  to 
prefer  flattery  to  truth,  and  partiality  to 
juftice.  But  it  may  be  worth  confidering, 
whether  my  method  or  the  common  one 
is  the  lefs  injurious  to  the  charadter  of  an 
Author ;  and  whether  the  reader  may  not 
be  more  inclined  to  overlook  or  pardon 
thofe  errors,  which  he  is  previoufly  in- 
ftruded  to  expedt,  than  he  would  be,  if 
every  page  contradicted  the  favourable  im- 
preflions,  which  the  Editor  had  been  in- 
duftriou0y  labouring  to  fix  on  his  mind. 

But 
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But  it  is  now  time  to  anfwer  a  very  na- 
tural queftion,  how  could  I,  with  fuch 
fentiments  of  the  Diary,  venture. to  pub- 
lifh  it,  confiftent  with  the  claufe  in  the 
will? 

To  what  I  have  faid  before,  that  the 
Diary  was  written  by  Lord  Melcombe, 
I  ihall  add,  that  every  part  of  it  was  care- 
fully copied  from  rough  drafts,  and  that 
fcarcely  a  blot  or  correiSion  is  to  be  feeri 
throughout  the  whole.  The  month  alfo, 
and  each  day  of  the  week,  is  accurately 
infcribedon  the  margin,  with  his  own  pen^ 
in  printing  characters* 

/  From  thefe  circumftances  I  conclude, 
that  Lord  Melcombe  wrote  for  the  public, 
and  that  he  intended  his  Diary  ihould,  in 
a  future  feafon,  be'  produced  to  light :  it 
is  alfo  manifeft,  that  his  Lordfhip  meant 
it  as  an  apology  for  his  political  conduft, 
and  that  he  could  not  write  it  merfely  for 
amufement,  or  folely  for  his  own  retrof- 
pedtion,  or  for  the  private  perufal  only  of 
his  heirs. 

The 
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The  kte  Mr.  Wyndham,  through  whofe 
hands  the  MS.  came  to  me,  was  of  this 
opinion. 

It  feems  therefore  that,  in  publifliing 
this  Diary,  I  am  certainly  fulfilling  Lord 
Melcombe's  defign,  and  doing  what  he 
anticipated  fome  one  or  other  fhould  do  ^ 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that,  in  his  opinion, 
there  is  nothing  difhonourable  in  the 
Diary,  and  to  his  judgment  I  am  in  duty 
bound  to  iacrifice  my  own :  the  prejudices^ 
perhaps,  pf  education  have  inftilled  in  my 
mind  ideas  of  honour,  very  different  from 
thofe   of  his  Lordfhip,  which 

■  putavi 

Stulttu  ego  buic  nq/lrce  fimiks^ 

But,  notwithftanding,  if  I  thought  that 
any  part  of  the  Diary  would  tend  to  make 
one  worthy  charader  unhappy,  or  caufe 
the  fmalleft  injury  to  the  common  good, 
I  ihould,  without  hefitation,  fupprefs  it : 
nay,  I  would  inftantly  commit  it  to  the 
flames,  left  it  might  hereafter  beprodudive 
of  thofe  confequences. 

If, 


If,  on  the  contrary,  by  unveiling  the 
myfterious  intrigues  of  a  court,  and  by 
expofing  the  latent  caufes  of  oppofitian, 
the  Diary  ieachens  us,  that  both  one  and  the 
other  may  a6t  from  the  fame  interefted  and 
corrupt  principle;  it  may  then  madke  us 
cautioufly  diffident  of  the  motives  of  either, 
and  the  country  gentlemen,  in  particular, 
may  learn  from  it,  that  they  have  as  much 
to' dread  from  thofe,  who  are  in  purfuit  of 
power,  as  from  thofe  in  aftual  poffefSon 
of  it;  from  thofe,  vvho  are,  hopefully, 
working  in  the  cold  climate  of  difappoint- 
ment,  as  from  thofe,  who  are  luxurioufly 
bafking  in  the  funfhine  of  enjoyment. 

The  Diary  may  even  animate  thofe  gen  tie- 
men  to  the  love  of  truepatriotifm,  and,  pro- 
bably, inftrudt  them  to  be  more  attentive 
to  the  mtafures  of  Adminiftration,  than 
to  the  parties  which  form  it;  and  may 
check  and  controul  that  reftlefs  averfion 
to  all  goverment,  fo  prevalent  amongfl: 
them,  and  againft  which,  the  beft  Minifter 
is  no  more  fecure  than  the  worft. 

For 
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For  have  we  not  fometimcs  feen  ?  when, 
after  a  long  and  laborious  ftruggle,  they 
have  at  length  placed  their  favourite  pilot 
at  the  helm;  that,  before  they  have  fufFered 
him  to  hold  the  rudder  for  one  voyage, 
they  have  been  as  violent  in  their  efforts 
of  removing  him,  as  they  had  been  in  raif- 
ing  him  to  it  ? 


I  think  it  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  I 
have  not  publifhed  the  Diary  quite  entire, 
as  it  would  be  no  entertainment  to  the 
reader  to  be  informed,  who  daily  dined 
with  his  Lordfhip,  or  whom  he  met  at 
the  tables  of  other  people. 

Such  and  fome  other  trivial  particulars 
I  have  omitted,  but  I  have  been,  careful 
not  to  alter  any  part  of  the  original  writ- 
ing, for,  though  fome  obfcurities  darken 
a  few  pafTages  (which,  indeed,  might  na- 
turally be  expefted  from  his  Lordfhip's 
circumftantia]  manner  of  reciting  long 
converfations)  yet,   I  have  not  prefumed 

to 
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to  give  them  my  explanation,  being  of 
opinion  that  the  reader  has  an  equal  right, 
with  myfelf,  to  put  his  own  conftrudtion 
upon  them. 

Some  trifling  anecdotes,  however,  may 
Hill  appear  in  the  prefent  volume,  fuch 
as  the  difputes  of  the  Dorfct  family;  the 
Bridgewater,  and  other  eledions,  &c, 
but  thefe  are  fo  interwoven  and  conned:ed 
with  the  general  matter,  and  fo  often 
referred  to,  that  I  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety," rejeft  them,  left  the  whole 
might,  otherwife,  feem  embarralTed  and 
unintelligible. 


T    H    B 

DIARY, 

IN  the  beginning  of  this  year,   I  was    1749. 
grievoufly  afflided  with  the  firft  fit  of 
the  gout,  which,  with  a  fall  that  ftrained 
one  leg  and  wounded  the  other,  confined 
me  to  my  chamber  near  three  months. 

During  my  illnefs,  feveral  kind  expref- 
fions  from  the  Prince  towards  me,  were 
reported  to  me,  and  on  the  8  th  of  March,  Mar.  8. 
his  Royal  Highnefs  ordered  the  Earl  of 
Middlefex,  his  Matter  of  the  Horfe,  to  fend 
Mr.  Ralph  (whom  he  had  often  talked 
to  about  me)  with  a  meflage  from  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  to  offer  me  the  full  return 
of  his  favour,  and  to  put  the  principal 
diredion  of  his  affairs  into  my  hands. 

I  told  Mr.  Ralph,  that  I  defired  the 
two  following  days  to  confider  of  it  5  and 

B  that 
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1749-    that  he  fhould  have  my  anfwer  at  twelve 
Mar.  8.  o'clock,  on  Saturday  the  iith  inftant, 

n.  This  day  in  the  morning  I  wrote  to 

Mr.  Pelham,  defiring  him,  "as  I  was  not 
able  to  go  out,  to  wait  upon  the  King,  and 
in  my  name  humbly  to  refign,  into  his 
Majefty's  hands,  my  office  of  Treafurer 
of  the  Navy, 

The  fame  day  I  gave  Mr.  Ralph  my 
anfwer  in  writing  to  the  Prince's  gracious 
mefTage,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Earl  of 
Middlefex,  taking  his  honour,  that  he 
would  lay  it  before  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
which  Mr.  Ralph  performed,  as  did  alfo 
his  Lordfhip. 

The  fame  morning,  I  received  a  very 
civil  letter  from  Mr,  Pelham,  teftifying  his 
concern  and  furprize  at  my  refolution,  and 
defiring  that  he  might  fee  me,  before  he 
delivered  my  meflfage  to  the  King,  and  ac- 
quainting me,  that  he  would  come  to  me 
on  Monday  the  13  th  in  the  morning,  be- 
fore 
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fore  he  went  to  court,  being  then  jufl  go-    1749. 
ing  into  the  country.  Mar.  lu 

This  day  early  in  the  morning,  Mr.  13. 
Pelham  made  me  a  long  vifit  with  much  ci- 
vility, he  feemed  to  wifh  much  that  this  af- 
fair might  go  no  farther.  I  told  him  that  I 
faw  the  country  in  fo  dangerous  a  condi- 
tion, and  found  myfelf  fo  incapable  to  con- 
tribute to  its  relief  and  fo  unwelcome  to 
attempt  it ;  that  I  thought  it  mifbecame 
me  any  longer  to  receive  great  emoluments 
from  a  country,  whofe  fervice  I  could  not, 
and  if  I  could,  I  fhould  not  be  fufFered  to 
promote :  fo  I  begged  him  to  execute  my 
commiffion  to  the  King,  and  then  we 
parted. 

He  canie  to  me  again,  about  eleveii 
o'clock,  to  let  me  know  that  the  King  ac- 
cepted my  refignation  very  gracioufly,  but 
expected  that  I  would  continue  to  ad,  till 
he  could  ftx  upon  a  proper  fucceflbr.  I 
did  fo,  and  was  continued  in  the  office  till 
the  3d  of  May. 

B  1  The 
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1749'  The  Prince  was  extremely  kind  to  me, 
July  J 6.  and  often  admitted  me  to  the  honour  of 
fupping  with  him  and  the  Princefs.  But 
on  Saturday  the  i6th  of  July,  going  to 
Carleton  Houfe,  to  make  my  compliments 
before  I  went  to  Eaftbury,  he  ordered 
me  to  fup  with  him,  and  invited  me  to 
fpend  the  day  with  him,  at  Kew,  on  the 
following  Tuefday,  being  the  i8th,  want- 
ing, as  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  to  talk  to 
me  about  bufinefs, 

i8.  This  day  I  arived  at  Kew  about  eleven 

aclojpk*  The  Prince  received  me  moid 
kindly,  and  told  me  be  defired  me  to  come 
into  his  fervice  upon  any  terms,  and  by 
any  title  I  pleafed  :  that  he  meant  to  put 
the  principal  diredion  of  his  affairs  into 
my  hands  :  and  what  he  could  not  do  for 
me  in  his  prefent  fituation,  muft  be  made 
up  to  me  in  futurity.  All  this  in  a  man- 
ner, fo  noble  and  frank,  and  with  expref- 
fions  fo  full  of  affedlion  and  regard,  that  I 
ought  not  to  remember  them,  but  as 
a  debt,  and  to  perpetuate  my  gratitude. 
This  paiScd  before  dinner. 

After 
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After  dinner,  he  took  me  into  a  private    1749. 

room,  and  of  himfelf  began  to  fay,  that  July  is. 

be  thought  I  might  as  well  be  called  Trea- 

furer  of  the  Chambers,  as  any  other  name  : 

that  the  Earl  of  Scarborough,  his  Trea- 

furer,  might  take  it  ill,  if  I  ftood  upon  the 

eftablifhment   with  higher  appointments 

than  he  did :    that  his  Royal  Highnefs's 

deftination  was,  that  I  fhoulc^have  2000/. 

f^er  annum.     That  he  thought  it  beft  to 

put  me    upon   the  eftabliihment   at   the 

highell  falary,  only,  and  that  he  would  pay 

me  the  reft  himfelf.     I  humbly  defired, 

that  I  might  ftand  upon  the  eftablifhment 

without  any  falary,  and  that  I  would  take 

what  he  now  defigned  for  me,  when  he 

ihould  be  King,  but  nothing  before.     He 

faid,  that  it  became  me,  to  make  him  that 

offer,  but  it  did  not  become  him  to  accept 

li'y   confiftent    with   his   reputation,   and 

therefore,  it  muft  be  in  prefent.     He  then 

immediately  added,   that  we  muft  fettle 

what  w^as  to  happen  in  reverfion,  and  faid, 

that   he    thought   a    Peerage    with    the 

management  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 

the  feals    of  Secretary  of  State,  for  the 

B  3  Southern 
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1749.  Southern  Province,  would  be  a  proper 
July  1 8,  ftation  for  me,  if  I  approved  of  it.  Per- 
ceiving me  to  be  under  much  confufion 
at  this  unexpedted  offer,  and  at  a  lofs  how 
to  exprefs  myfelf  ^  he  flopped  me,  and 
then  faid,  I  now  promife  you  on  the  word 
and  honour  of  a  Prince,  that,  as  foon  as 
I  come  to  the  Crown,  I  will  give  you  a 
Peerage  an^  the  Seals  of  the  Southern 
Province.  Upon  my  endeavouring  t& 
thank  him,  he  repeated  .the  fame  words, 
and  added  (putting  back  his  chair)  and 
I  give  you  leave  to  kifs  my  hand  upon 
it,  now,  by  way  of  acceptance,  which  I 
did  accordingly. 

He  then  continued  to  fay,  that  he  would 
provide  for  my  friends,  whom  he  knew 
I  valued  more  than  myfelf :  that  he  pro- 
mifed  Mr*  Furnefe,  the  Treafury :  Sir 
Francis  Dafhwood,  the  Treafury  of  the 
Navy,  or  CofFerrer ;  Mr.  Henley,  Solicitor 
General,  and  gave  me  leave  to  tell  them  fo, 
adding,  that  he  would  confirm  it  to  theni 
hitnfelf.  Lord  Talbot  I  was  to  fettle  vs^ith, 
when  I  faw  him  in  Dorfetfhire,  We  agreed, 

that 


r  7  ]   - 

that  he  fhould  fend  for  me  to  Cliefden,    i^^g. 
when  he  was  fettled  there,  where  the  war-  J^ly  ,3. 
rant  fhould  be  ordered,  &c.  &c. 

Upon  the  converfation  before  dinner,  I 
had  taken  the  opportunity  to  beg  the 
Princefs's  protection,  who  anfwered  me 
in  the  moft  obliging  manner. 

I  faw  Mr.  Furnefe  and  Mr.  Ralph  at      *9' 
Hammerfmith,    to    whom  I  related    all    . 
that  had  paiFed,  and  promifed  Mr.  Ralph, 
that  he  fhould  be  my  Secretary,  if  I  lived 
to  have  the  Seals. 

Went  to  Eaflbury.  20. 

Lord  Talbot  came  over  to  me  at  Eaft-  23. 
bury.  I  acquainted  him  with  this  whole 
tranfaftion ;  he  promifed  .to  fupport  me 
to  the  utmofl,  and  to  do  the  Prince  all 
poffible  fervice  :  but  would  accept  no  re- 
verfion. 

Sir  Francis  Dafhwood  and   his   Lady      31, 
came  to  Eaflbury.     I  informed  him  alfo 
B  4  of 
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1749'    account  that  Lord  Cobham  died  on  Wed- 
Sept.  i6.  ncfday  the  13th. 

17,  The  Prince  and  Lord  Egmont  went  to 
Town  from  Cliefden.  The  Princefs  to 
Kew.  They  returned  thither  about  nine. 
I  met  them  at  ten.  Lord  Bathurft  came 
to  Cliefden  in  the  morning,  and  from 
thence  to  Kew. 

2u         Sir  William  Stanhope  came  to  Cliefden. 

23.  At  Afhley.  Sent  an  ode  to  the  Prin- 
cefs, with  a  letter,  by  her  command. 

24.  Received  an  anfwerfrom  the  Princefs. 

29.  Heard  the  news  of  the  death  of  Sir 
Watkin  Williams,  by  a  fall  from  his 
horfe. 

•  oa.  1.  Kifled  the  Prince's  and  Princefs* s  hands, 
as  Treafurer  of  the  Chambers.  Supped 
with  their  Royal  Highneffes  and  Madame 
de  Mirepoix,  the   French  Ambaffadrefs. 

The 


[  II  ] 

The  Prince   pretty  eager  about    oppofi-    1749* 
tion.  '  o^-«- 

Kiffed  the  King's  hand  at  Kenfing-  2. 
ton.  Was  civilly  received.  Wrote  to 
Lady  Middlefex  about  what  paffed  laft 
night.  Sent  a  fervant  to  the  Grange  with 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Henley,  and  wrote  to  Mr. 
Waller. 

Set  out  from  London.    Met  an  anfwer      3^ 
froln  Mr.  Henley;  not  fo  full  as  I  expell- 
ed.    Lay  at  Sutton,  and  arrived  at  Eaft- 
bury  the  following  day. 

Mr.  Drax  came  to  Eaftbury;   he  fays,      6. 
Lady  Middlefex  is  cunning  ahd  filly,  and 
warns  me  againft  her. 

Went  to  Lord  Shaftefbury's,  and  left  him  7. 
very  well  difpofed ;  found  General  Chol- 
mondley  there^ — at  my  return  found  Mr. 
Henley,  fhewed  him  Lord  Egmont's  let- 
ter, and  my  anfwer,  and  the  heads  which 
I  defigned  from  the  Prince.     He  feemed 

to 
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1749-    to  approve,  and  promifed  to  promote  every 
o^-  7-   thing  according  to  my  fyftem, 

8.  Mr.  Henley  went  away. 

12-  Arrived  at  Hammerfmith. 

13.  Sent  a  memorial  with  a  letter  to  the 
Prince — waited  on  their  Royal  Highnefles. 
They  lay  at  Kew,  and  ordered  me  to  attend 
them  the  next  day. 

14.  Came  to  Kew  at  two.  Walked  with 
the  Princefs  alone  till  four.  Dined  and 
fupped  there.  Lords  Inchiquin  and  Bute, 
Ladies  Middlefex  and  Howe,  Mr.  Breton 
and  L 

15.  At  Leicefter  Houfe.  The  Grenvilles 
prefented  for  the  title  of  Temple.  Sup- 
ped at  Carleton  Houfe — Their  Royal  High- 
nefTes,  Ladies  Middlefex,  Howe,  Madame 
de  Mirepoixi     Lords  Bute  and  North. 

16.  Went  to  Cliefden  with  their  Royal 
HighneiTes.  Lords  Inchiquin  and  Bathurft 

met 
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met  us.     The  Princefs  talked  to  me  about    1*749. 
Lord  North    for  a  governor  to    Prince  0€t.  16. 
George,  which  I  approved  of. 

We  all  went  to  Ouborn  Fair  ;    Prince      20. 
George  in  our  coach. 


The  Princefs  talked  much  to  me  about 
the  Earl  of  Granville. 


22* 


We  left  Cliefden— dined  and  fupped  at      28. 
Kew,  and  left  the  children  there.     We 
came-  to  town  about  one. 

King's  birth-day  kept.  I  was  at  St.  30. 
James's.  Then  at  Carleton  Houfe;  went 
to  dine  with  Sir  Samuel  Pennant,  Lord 
Mayor,  by  the  Prince's  command.  No- 
body at  the  feaft  between  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  me. 

Dined  and  fupped  at  Kew.     The  Prince  Nov.  4. 
read  to   me  an  anfwer  to  my  memorial 
written  with  his  own  hand.     The  differ- 
ence   in  opinion  between  us  is  not  con- 

fiderable.  • 
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1749*    fiderable.    The  piece  is  aftonifhingly  well 
Nov.  4.   drawn. 

12.  I  dined  at  Carleton  Houfe.  The  com- 
pany, only  the  Prince^  the  Earl  of  Eg- 
mont  and  Dr.  Lee.  Our  bufinefs,  the 
immediate  fteps  to  be  taken  upon  the  de- 
mife  of  the  King,  more  particularly  with 
relation  to  the  Civil  Lift.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  faid,  he  had  had  three  methods 
propofed  to  him :  the  firft  was  to  let 
the  prefent  Minifters  fettle  it,  and  then 
part  with  them  and  the  Parliament.  The 
fccond  was,  to  difmifs  four  or  five  of  the 
principals,  but  to  vote  the  civil  lift  before 
the  Parliament  was  diflblved.  The  third, 
(which  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  he  thought 
was  my  opinion)  was  to  difmifs  the  Par- 
liament immediately,  to  turn  all  thofe 
out  whom  he  did  not  defign  to  continue, 
and  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  country, 
for  a  new  Parliament,  and  a  provifion  for 
himfelf  and  family,  which  he  defired 
fliould  be  only  a  clear  annuity  of  8oo,ooo/, 
giving  back  the  duties  to  the  Public,  with 
whatever  furplus  might  attend  it.     The 

firft 
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firfl;  propofition  his  Royal  Highnefs  put  1749. 
out  of  the  queftion  :  the  fecond  and  third,  oa.  12. 
he  defired  that  he  might  be  fully  fatisfied 
upon  from  a  full  confideration;  becaufe 
what  was  jhere  determined,  he  would  un- 
alterably ftand  by,  when  communicated, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Lord 
Baltimore,  and  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Willes. 
It  was  difcufled,  and  we  were  all,  at  Jaft, 
of  opinion,  that  the  third  propofition  was 
the  greateft,  mofV  popular  and  the  beft. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  came  heartily  into  it, 
gave  us  his  hand,  and  made  us  take  hands 
with  each  other  to  Aand  by,  and  fupport 
it.  I  undertook  to  find  2  or  300,000/.  to 
go  on  with,  till  a  new  Parliament  could 
grant  the  civil  lift. 

I  kiffed  the  Duke's  hand.  Saw  the  13. 
Earl  of  Carlifle;  he  was  for  the  fecond 
propofition,  and  for  keeping  the  Prince's 
deftination  of  employments  fecret,  becaufe 
he  was  unwilling  the  Pelhams  fliould  know 
they  were  defperate  with  him:  he  did 
not  fee  how  the  Houfe  of  Lords  could  be 
carried  on  without  the  Earl  of  Granville. 

Sir 
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^749-     Sir  Paul  Methuen  was  for  the  third  pro- 
oa.  13,  pofition. 

H«  Lord  Middlcfex  and  Mr.  Ralph  came 

ih  the  evening— much  talk  about  bringing 
the  Prince's  affairs  to  fome  regulation. 

15.  Dined  at  Carleton  Houfe — The  Prince, 
Earls  of  Carlifle  and  Egmont,  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Willes,  Lord  Baltimore,  Sir  John 
Rufhout,  Meffrs.  Gibbon,  Lee,  Henley, 
Nugent,  Sir  Thomas  Bootle  and  I.  Agreed 
not  to  oppofe  the  Addrefs,  unlefs  there 
•ihould  be  fomething  very  ftrong  in  it* 

16.  '  The  feflion  of  Parliament  opened  with 
a  very  modeft  Speech.  The  Addrefs, 
moved  by  Mr.  Charles  Townfliend,  and 
feconded  by  Sir  Danvers  Ofborne,  I 
thought  a  very  unexceptionable  one,  and  I 
did  not  oppofe  it.  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton 
did,  upon  the  Peace  not  being  compleat, 
as  is  there  faid.  The  Earl  of  Egmont 
then  made  a  violent  and  very  injudicious 
fpeech  againft  the  Addrefs,  throwing  out 
every  thing  he  could  think,  or  had  heard 

of 


of  againft  the  Miniftry.  Lord  Baltimore  i74$' 
faid  but  little  on  the  fame  fide,  and  fo  the  Nov.  16; 
matter  dropt,  and  the  Addrefs  was  voted. 
I  went  to  the  Prince  before  I  diiit^d^  to 
give  him  an  account  of  what  had  pafled  i 
He  did  not  feem  to  make  much  account 
of  it,  one  way  or  another. 

Lady  Mary  Coke  appeared  at  the  King's  i^ 
Bench,  and  obtained  leavd  for  laWyfers^ 
all  her  relations,  and  the  Earl  of  Pem-j 
broke  to  come  to  her.  Lord  Middlefex 
and  Mr.  Furnefe  came  to  me  in  the  even- 
ing. Much  ferious  con verfation  about 
the  behaviour,  in  and  out  of  Parliament^ 
of  the  Princes  family,  and  of  our  fituation 
in  it.  Agreed  that  it  mufl:  be  altered,  or 
that  I  could  be  of  no  ufe  there,  and  con- 
sequently could  not  ftay.  Earl  of  Mid-* 
dlefex  undertook  to  talk  to  the  Prince  a^ 
bout  it.  I  was  prefented  to  the  Princeft 
Amelia  and  kiiTed  her  hand. 

The  Princefs's  birth-day :  but  not  kept     19. 
till  Wednefday,  becaufe  Queen  Caroline 
died  on  the  20th.     The  Prince  ordered 
C  me 


1749.    ttie  to  %n^y,  that  he  wqhW  not  Djkeddlo 
Nov.  19.  with  the  Weftminftcr  eU^ip^. 

*o-  Mr.  Bod?i>s  informed  m?  that  Mr, 
Douglas,  at  Lord  Robert  Bertie's,  feid^ 
that  I  folicited  to  come  into  the  Priijce's 
family,  agreeing  not  to  be  at  the  head;. 
Dr.  Lee  was  at  the  head. 


2a. 


The  Princefs's  birth-day    was    kept. 
Dined  with  me  the  following   publiclfi 
Minifters ;  Marquis  de  Mircpoix,  Comte 
de  Haflang,  Monf.  le  General  Comte  de 
Lucchefi,  Monf.  h  GencraJ  Wall,  Monf. 
le  Comte  dc  Fleming,  Monf.  le  Comte  <te 
Perrou,   Monf.    I'Abbe   de  Grofla-tefta. 
MeiT.  les  Chevaliers  de  Levy,  de  Laurenpy, 
de  Teffier.   Monf.  d'Andrada,   Moi>f.   d* 
Abriau,    Monf.    le   Comte  d'EinfiddeU^ 
Monf.  le  Baron  Kraygill,  Monf.  de  Fioreni 
Lord  Tyrawley  and  Mr.  Breton.     I.  went 
to  Lord  Middlefex :  (who  had  been  with 
me  in    the  morning  to  tell  me  that  the 
Prince  had  fent  for  him  on  Sunday,    that 
his  Royal  Highncfs  feemed  much  heated, 
having  heard  from  Lord  Baltimore,  that 

I  was 
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I  was^  in  a  great  paffion  at  what  paffed  ih  1749. 
Parliament  laft  Thurfday,  and  declared  Nov,  22. 
that  I  would  have  voted  againft  them,  if 
thejr  had  divided  upon  the  Addrefs.— 
Aiked  if  fuch  behaviour  was  not  intolera- 
ble. Lord  Middlefex  aflured  him,  that  I 
tdfced  it  over  to  hi«f,  in  the  Houfe,  with 
great  calmnefs  and  without  the  leaft  paf- 
fion ;  that  Lord  Baltimore  joined  us  for  a 
little  time,  and  feemed  to  be  of  our  opi- 
nion; that  he.  Lord  Middlefex,  as  well  as 
I,  thought  that  the  Addrefs  fliould  have 
gone  withettt,  oppefitiipn,  and  that  Lord 
Egmont's  fpeeeh  wa^  very  injudicious>  &c. 
but  the  Prince  feemed  of  a  contrary 
•opinion,  and ,  the  eojiveFfation  ended  (by 
dirediing  Lord  Middkfex  to  quiet  me.) 
t  went,  as  I  feid  before,  to  Lord  Middlefex 
in  the  evening,  and  we  had  much  talk. 
Both  Lord  and  Lady  Middlefex  were  of 
ppink>n,  that  a  party  was  mdde  againft  me 
in  the  family,  and  that  it  Was  heft*  to  come 
to  an  explanation  with  the  Prince.  I  fup- 
ped  with  their  Royal  HighnefTes  at  Carle- 
ton  Houfe.  Lords  Bute  and  Inchiquin, 
Ljadies  Middlefex  and  Howe. 

C  2  Was 
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I7+9*      •  Was  to  wait  on  the  Prince,  .who    ap-* 
Nx)v.33.  pointed  me  Friday  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Went  to  council.  The  King  prefent^ 
Ten  thoufand  feamen  voted.  Earls,  of 
Hallifax  and  Broke  fworn  Lord  Lieute- 
nants of  Northamptonfliire  and  Warwick- 
ihire. 

^4-  .  Earl  of  Middlcfex  and  Mr.  Ralph  were 
with  me,  to  acquaint  me  that  the  printer 
and  publi flier  of  the  Remembrancer  was 
taken  up  for  his  paper  of  laft  Saturday 
the  1 8th  inftant,  but  that  the  meflenger 
ufed  them  with  uncommon  civility,  touch- 
ed nothing  of  their  papers,  preffes,  or  ef- 
fedlsj.and  took  their  words  for  their  fur- 
rendering  themfclves  the  next  mprning. 
My  Lord  had  been  with  the  Prince,  who 
agreed  to  indemnify  them  as  to  the  ex- 
pence,  but  was  very  averfe,  that  any 
thing  fliould  be  done  to  make  him  at 
all  appear  in  it,  which  made  them  very 
uneafy. 

At  half  pall  twelve  I  went  to  Carleton 

Houfe, 


Houfe/  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  was    1749. 
called  in.     Sir  Thomas  Bootle  was  with  Nov.  24.^ 
the  Prince.      His  Royal  'Highncfs   took 
me  into    a  window,    told   me     that   he 
Jhacl  fent   Middlcfex  to    me,    about    the 
feizing  the  Printer,  &c.    What  was  to  be 
done  ?  and  then  without  giving  me  time 
to   anfwer,  he  ran  out   into  reafons   why- 
nobody  that  belonged  to  him  muft  appear, 
I  gently  let  him  fee  that  I  thought  other- 
wife,  andinfinuated/whether^ifMr.Ralph 
fhould  be  taken  up,  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per   that    Lord   Middlefex    and  I  fhould 
bail  him:  he  faid,  by  no  means,  and  there- 
fore Ralphs  fhould  be  fpoken  to,  that  he 
might  keep  out  of  the  way,  &c.     At  laft, 
he  ordered  that  he  fhould  go  to  my  houfe 
at   Hammerfmith,  with  which  I  agreed, 
thinking  that  the  flrongefl  mark   of  his 
protedlion    that  we  could   defire.     After 
much  talk  about  this  and  that,  and  fome  idle 
accounts  about  the  poll  at  Coven t  Garden, 
he  made  me   fit  by  him,  and  ran  into   a 
long  difcourfe  about  the  army,  and  then 
about  the  reduftion  of  interefl,  and  fo  let 
himfelf  into  a  difcourfe  about  the  neceflity 
C  3  of 
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'749-  of  laying  fomcthing  upon  thofc  things  in 
Nov.  24.  Parliament,  to  fieel  pulfc,  and  keep  the 
party  together,  &c.  all  which  was  designed 
as  an  apology  (inftead  of  finding  fault)  to 
me^  for  what  had  pafled  the  beginning  of 
the  feffion— I  took  it  up,  upon  his  men-^ 
tioning  fomething  about  talk  and  throwing 
things  out,  to  expofe,  &c.  and  faid  that  I 
fuppofed  talk  might  be  right,  but  people 
fhould  confider  what  talki  and  if  thty 
had  any  thing  to  fay.  That  perpetudly 
throwing  out  things,  which  one  neither 
underftood  nor  could  prove,  was,  I  thought^ 
and  always  ihould  think,  expofing  onb's 
felf,  and  not  the  pcrfons  aimed  at--^That 
'twas  for  his  fervice,  to  put  little  thinj^s 
into  his  power,  to  be  verified  beyond 
contradidion  ;  that  he  might  certainly 
know  what  dependance  was  to  be  had  ilpoh 
thofe  they  came  from,  when  they  inform* 
ed  him  of  greater  ihatter*.  Theinefore,  I 
would  furniih  him  with  one  inftonce; 
he  had  heard  I  was  in  a  great  paflion  about 
the  Earl  of  Egmont's  behaviour  upon  the 
Addrefe  :  luckily  for  me, ,  I  had  never 
fpoken  to  any  body  about  it,  but  to  two 

perfons. 
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pcrfohs>  fftvoufite  fervaats  of  his  koyal  1749- 
Highnefs,  m4  particular  friends  of  mine,  Nov.  24. 
Lords  Middlefex;  andBaitirnore>  who  join- 
ed us  as  we  vreire  talking  of  it  very  calmly; 
he  feemed  to  be  of  our  opinion,  and  laid 
he  had  tdld  Cdtton  We  liiould  Hot  divide 
with  them  :  I  knew  that  Lord  Middiefex 
Itftd  told  him  how  it  pafled,  and  if  he 
would  give  me  leave  to  bring  Lord  Balti- 
more to  him,  he  would  inform  his  Royal 
Highnefs  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  heat 
among  ny  of  us  all.  (I  knew  Baltimore 
^as  the  author  of  this  dirty  piece  of  cun- 
iftirig.)  That  by  this,  he  might  fee,  if  he 
plea(ed>  What  credit  was  to  be  given  for 
ihte  futulie  to  thofe,  who  brought  him  this 
piece  of  intelligence.  He  thanked  me, 
and  was  very  gracious,  and  talked  it  off  as 
Well  as  he  could,  but  in  the  multiplicity 
of  difcbttrfe,  owned  to  me  that  Baltimoje 
hdd  told  him,  but  meant  no  harm,  &c; 
I  replied,  I  had  never  feen  bufinefs  done 
in  &  meeting  of  a  dozen,  like  that,  on 
the  1 5th  day,  before  the  feffion :  that 
thofe  meetings  were  always  declaratory, 
tho'  in  the  fliape  of  deliberation.  That 
C  4  the 
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1947.  the  firfl  concoSion  was  always  between 
Nov,  24.  the  Prince  and  three  of  four  perfons  2t 
moft :  that  I  hpped  to  have  Jaid  my  poor 
opinions  befpre  him  in  that  manner,  with 
two  or  three  only ;  that  I  hoped  to  have 
found  a  friend  there,  efpecially  Lord  Mid- 
dlef^x,  whom  I  thought,  upon  all  ac- 
counts, ought  to  be  at  the  firft  digeilion : 
that  then  we  fhpuld  properly  lay  our 
thoughts  jointly  before  his  Royal  Highr 
nefs,  or,  if  we  differed,  coul4  reafon  it 
out  with  one  another,  and  he  might  judge 
which  fide  to  adl^ere  to.  But  to  cqmh^Jt 
the  opinions  be  adopted,  feparately  with 
him,  was  impofTible  :  we  could  not,  we 
pught  not  to  difpute  with  hini,  as  w? 
4id  with  each  other. 

He  was  a  good  deal  ftaggered  at  what 
I  fai4  about  Lord  Middlefex,  and  faid,  he 
pught,  no  doubt,  to  be  of  the  great 
meeting  ;  I  faid,  of  both  fure,  ^d  added 
fomcthing  much  in  his  favour.  J  then 
told  him,  that  I  found  very  little  difpofir 
tion  to  friendfhip  and  cordiality  with  me, 
jlj  thofc  whom  he  feemed  principally  to 

confidq 
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confide  in,  &c.     He  faid,  I  muft  not  won-    ^749- 
der  there  was  a  little  fhynefs  at  firft,  there  Nov,  2+. 
was.fo  many  ftorics,  &c»  &c.     I  replied, 
that  I  hoped    he  did  not  think,  I  men- 
tioned it  by  way,  of  complaint,  for  if  it  were 
jiot  with  relation  to  his  fervice,  I  fhould 
never  think  of    defiring  the  favour   and 
countenance  of  any  one  or  of  all  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  as  any  fort  of  addition  to  me. 
That,,  as  he  thought  it  for  his  fervice,  I 
already  had  done,  tho'  fruitlefsly,  and  would 
continue  to  do  every  thing,  and  go  all  the 
way  to  obtain  their  good  will :  that  I  beg- 
ged he  would  obferve,  that  in  confequence 
of  his   fervice  and   commands,  J   would 
4:hearfully  do  this,  but,   feparate  from  his 
fervice  and  commands,  it  never  could  have 
entered  into  my  imagination  to  have  made 
court  to  thofe  gentlemen,  becaufe  I  never 
could  think,  nor  did  I  believe,  any  body 
j^lfc   would,    that    thofe   gentlemen    any 
where,   or  a,it  any  time,  could  do  me  any 
honour  by  admitting  me  among  them.  He 
then  faid,  that,   to   be  fure,  I  was  in    a 
Situation  and  upon  a  footing  that  I  ought 
jj^t  tp  make  court  to  any  man  in  England ; 

nobody 
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1749.    iiobody  could  exped  it  from  me.    Having 
N6V.  24.  extorted  this  confeilion,  as  a  marie  to  re-^ 
member  this  part  of  the  converfetion  by, 
I  left  it  there. 

This  is  a  ihort  recapitulation  of  a 
converfation  of  full  two  hours :  it  con- 
tains almoft  every  word  I  faid.  His  Roy- 
al Hig^nefs  talked  all  the  reft  of  the 
time. 

Lord  Middlefex  came  to  me  after  din- 
ner, to  whom  I  communicated  the  whole ; 
he  was  much  pleafed  at  it>  and  thinks  thai 
all  will  go  well  in  time.  I  think  other- 
wife,  and  that  there  is  no  profped  of  do- 
ing any  good. 

The  printer  and  publiflicr  was  fet  free 
without  bail  •  only  giving  their  words  to 
appear,  if  fent  for  by  a  Secretary  of  Stat6. 
I  fent  the  Prince  notice  of  it. 

27.         I  went  to  town  and  polled  for  Sir  George 
Vandeputj  met  with  a  great  croud  but 

mu^h 
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tniich  civility.      Returned  to  Hammer-   174^. 
imith  brfiwre  five*  Nov.  27, 

Propofition  in  Parliament  to  reduce  all  28. 
tha  four  ptr  cents,  to  three  and  half  per 
cent,  for  feven  yprs  certain^  and  then  to 
three  per  cent,  redeemable  as  before ;  con^ 
tifiuing  them  for  one  year  (which  fomc  of 
them  Were  entitled  to  for  notice)  at  four 
per  c^nt.  A  debate^  and  different  pfopo* 
fitions,  to  me  unintelligible,  (I  am  furc 
injtKliGfdus)  by  th€  Earl  of  Egmont  and 
Others. 

Mr*  Cooke  came  to  know  of  me  what  Dec.  i. 
affiftalice  from  the  Prince  might  be  relied 
upon,    toward  carrying  the  Wcftminfter 
election  to  a  fcrutiny.     I  promifed  to  lay 
the  affair  before  his  Royal  Highnefa. 

I  introdu(>ed  Mr.  Cooke  to  the  Prince,      2. 

who  afTured  him  the  election  fhould  be 
fupported. 

Went  to  Cf)urtu  3- 

Land 


[      28      ] 

1749-        Land  tax  at  three  {hillings  in  thepoand 
Dec.  4.  voted  in   the   Committee*— -much  bab- 
bling. 

5*  Dr.  Sharpe  brought   me  a  map  and  a 

written  account  of  the  importance  of  No- 
va Scotia.  Lord  Middlefex,  Meffrs.  Ralph, 
Furnefe,  and  the  Doftor  came  in  the  even- 
ing about  bringing  a  queftion  into  Parlia- 
ment, to  defeat  any  claim,  which  (as  is 
reported)  the  French  have  made  to  it.— 
Nothing  determined.— Supped  at  Carleton 
Houfe,  Ladies  Middlefex  and  Howe,.  Lord» 
Jnchicjuin  and  Bute^  and  L 

8.  Received'  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edward 
Walpole  about  the  Prince's  confent  to  his 
purchafing  a  crown  leafe  in  Lancashire, 
which  I  laid  before  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
and  received  his  commands.  Weftminfter 
poll  dofed.  Scrutiny  granted,  and  to  be- 
gin the  26th  inflant. 

9.  I  went  to  Mr.  Walpole,  and  told  him 
from  the  Prince,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
had  great  good  will  for  him  perfonally ;  no 

obiedlion 
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objedlion  to  his  conduft,  thought  him  a  1749, 
good  fervant  of  the  King's,  •  and  doubted  Dec.  9. 
not,  but  that  he  would  ferve  him  as  well 
when  he  fhould  be  King,  That  as  to  tlie 
thing,  his  Royal  Highnefs  difliked  the 
precedent ;  and,  befides  that,  he  had  mca- 
fures  to  keep,  and  might  fubjefl:  himfelfto 
the  fufpicion  of  having  underhand  dealings 
jvith  the  Court,  by  too  eafy  compliances 
with  requefts  of  this  nature,  which  was 
nothing  kfs  than  giving  away,  by  way  of 
ad:  of  Parliament,  fo  much  of  his  inhe- 
ritance. That  therefore  he  defired  a  little 
time,  and  Mr.  Walpole  fhould  have  his 
final  anfwer  before  the  term  for  bringing  . 
in  private  bills  expired.  Mr.  Walpole 
confefled  the  fad:  to  be  as  the  Prince  had 
ftated  it,  and  aflured  me,  that  he  had  no 
thoughts  of  attempting  it,  if  his  Royal 
Highnefs  refufed  his  confent  :  that  Mr. 
Pelham  was  againft  it  on  that  account, 
but,  importuned  by  him,  declared  that  he 
could  not  refufe  his  father's  fon,  but  ne- 
ver would  be  for  another,  of  the  fame  fort, 
and  fhould  move  the  King  even  in  this, 
with,  much  reludance.  This  Mr.  Wal- 
pole 
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1749*    pok  dcfircd  I  would  acquaint  the  Prince 
Dec.  9.   witfti. 

»3*  Went  to  Leiceftcr  Houfe,  delivered  Mr. 
Walpole's  anfwer  to  the  Prince,  who 
icemed  in  a  difpofition  to  graQt  his  con-» 
{cat  m  proper  time. 

»^*  Mr.  Gary  dined  with  us,  Meflrs.  Fur* 
nefe  and  Ralph  and  Lord  Talbot  came  in 
the  afternoon.  Much  talk  about  the  re-^ 
^ort  carried  to  the  Prince,  that  Gary  faw 
the  Duke  privately;  fuppofcd  to  come 
from  Ranby  the  Ghinirgeon.  Agreed  that 
it  muA  be  brought  to  a  full  eclairciilb-r 
ment. 

24.  At  LeieeiLer  Houfe,  heard  that  the  Earl 
of  Crawford  died  that  naorning. 

26.  Went  to  Kew.  Their  Royal  KKghneA 
fes.  Ladies  Middlefex  and  Howe.  Lords 
Bute,  Inchiquin  and  Bathurft.  Meffrs. 
Mafham,  Breton,  and  I.  Lady  Middlefex: 
complained  of  the  Prince. 


At 


^ 
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•     AtKew.    Mr.  Bludworth  came.    Lady  i749^' 
Middiefex  and  I  ftaid  tog^ther^  after  the  Dec  a«* 
company,    till    half  paft  two,   upoo   the 
fame  fubjeft, 

,  Lady  Middiefex  conveiffed   with  •me     2g. 
an  hour  upon  the  fame  fubjed:>  after  the 
copipany  went  to  bed. 

Received  the  Prince's  commands  to  ac-  i7S<>* 
quaint  Mr.  Walpole,  that  he  confented  to  J*^*  3* 
his  bill    about   Garftang   in    Lancafhire, 
which  I  coipm.unicated  by  letter  to  Mr* 
Walpole. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke  died  this  day     9* 
fuddenly. 

Went  to  Leiccfter  Houfc,  to  fee  Jane     ". 
Grey  afiedby  the  Prince'^  children^ 

Mr.  Walpole's  petition  read,  and  a  bill     is» 
ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

At  the  Houfe.     In  the  committee  on     »^.- 
the  mutiny  bill.     I  oppofed  the  filling  up 

the 
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1750-     the  claufe  that  punifhes  mutiny  and  de- 
jaD.  i6v  fertion  with  the   word.   Death— but  was 
not  fupported. 

19-  Debate  in  the  committee  upon  the  mu- 

tiny bill.  Oath  of  fecrecy  fubjedled  to  the 
requifition  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice, 

20.  The  Prince's  birth-day.  The  fame 
minifters  and  foreigners  dined  with  me, 
as  on  the  Princefs's  birth-day. 

21.  Supped  at  Lord  Middlefex's,  where  I 
met  the  Prince  and  Princefs,  Lady  Tor- 
rington,Earl  of  Inchiquin,  LordBathurft, 
Mr.  Breton,  Lady  Shannon,  Mifs  Rich, 
and  Mr.  Mafham. 

13.  Debate  upon   the  revifion  of  fentences 

by  a  court  martial  :  carried  that  they  be 
fent  back  by  the  Commander  in  Chief— 
once  only,  • 

29.  Went  to  the  Houfe.      Debate   upon   a 

Turnpike  Bill  efpoufed  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford.     Fulleft  houfe  and  greateft  divi- 

lion 
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fion  of  any  day  of  the  feffion  t  after  which    1749* 
the  Houfc  thinned.  jan,  ig. 

Lord  Middlefex>  by  the  Prince^a  or-  Feb.  4. 
der,  fhewed  me  a  motion  to  be  made  the 
next  day,  for  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
port  of  Dunkirk,  and  the  papers  that  had 
paffed  on  that  fubjedt*  It  was  agreed,  that 
I  fliould  wait  on  the  Prince  the  next  - 
day. 

I  waited  upon  his  Royal  Highnefs  and  5-  ' 
told  him  that  I  was  come  to  thank  him  for 
communicating  the  motion  to  me,  which 
was  more  than  any  of  my  fellow  fervants 
had  condefcended  to  do,  fince  I  came  into 
his  fervice.  He  made  me  a  very  embar- 
rafTed  and  perplexed  apfwer.  I  then  pro- 
ceeded to  fay,  that  I  had  not  been  idle, 
but  had  been  looking  into  feveral  things, 
in  order  to  form  fomething  proper  to  be 
laid  before  Parliament,  That  I  had,  long, 
had  this  particular  point  of  Dunkirk  un- 
der confideration :  was  determined  to  be 
at  'the  expence  to  know,  and  to  procure 
evidence  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  it,  but  my 
D  ac- 
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1749-  acquaintance  lay  fo  much  out  of  the  mcr- 
Fcb.  5.  can  tile  way,  that  I  was  at  a  lofe  how  to  go 
about  it ;  that  I  had  pitched  upon  Mr. 
ShcriiF  Janfen,  being  a  tra^r  himfelf,  and  i 
much  converfant  in  trade,  as  a  proper  per-  1 
fon  to  inform  and  affift  me  ;  that  the  great 
fit  of  ficknefs  he  fell  into  had,  till  now, 
difabled  him  from  going  out,  and  that 
yeftcrday  was  the  firft  time  I  could  get 
him  to  dinner.  That  I  fuppofed,  that, 
tho'  I  was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  rea- 
dy, his  Royal  Highnefs  was  well  inform- 
ed of  all  things  neceflary  to  make  out  the 
charge,  &c.  He  faid,  no ;  but  the  throw- 
ing it  out,  would  make  the  Miniftry  feel 
they  had  k  carde  au  colj  and  it  was  an  op^- 
portunity  to  abufc  them,  &c.  I  faid  that 
my  idea  had  been,  to  bring  fomething  of 
national  weight,  which  I  could  fix  by  un-- 
deniable  evidence  upon  them,  and  leave  it 
there.  That  if  I  could  have  brought  this  af- 
fair up  to  that  point,  then  I  had  defigned  to 
lay  it  before  his  Royal  Highnefs,  with  this 
only  remark,  how  far  he  thought  proper 
to  venture  the  confequences  with  France, 
in  the  prefent  condition  of  this  country. 

He 
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"  jHe  faid,  the  Tories  wanted  fomething  to    1749- 
^  be  done,  and  if  he  did  not  do  fomething,    Feb.  5. 
•  l^fhey  immediately  thought  he  was  nego- 
1  bating.    I  told  him  alfo,  that  I  had  been, 
'  fot  feme  time,  getting  fuch  lights  as  I 
could  into  th6  affair  of  Nova  Scotia,  that 
I  defigned  to  lay  it  before  him,  when  I 
bad  brought  it  to  be  worthy  of  his  con- 
fideration  ^  but  it  Was  my  misfortune   to 
think,  that  it  was  necefTary  to  be  armed 
•with  full  proofs  and  convidtion  of  every 
fort  of  the  dharge,  before  we  brought  it 
into  the  Houfe.     Upon  tfeit  foot  I  fub- 
■iJiittedy  that,  in  cafe  upon  this  queftion 
tof  Dunkirk,  it  fhould  come  out,  that'  fhe 
-port  Was  left  juft  in  the  fame  c6nditiori  it 
«^ained,  uiider   the  treaty   of  Utrecht, 
J  without  any   innovation   finc^   the  war, 
(the  Miniftry  not  having  already  enforced 
a  ftrifter  execution  of  that  treaty,  than 
,ever  had  been  enforced)  it  would  not,  I 
feared,  make  a  very  ftroiig  point  againft 
them.     He  was  pleafed  to  fay.  No,  to  be 
fure,  fo  long.anacquiefcence  would  great- 
ly diniiniih   the  cfbje<ftion.      Upon  thefe 
I  words  I  left  him,  and  went  directly  to  the 
D  2  Houfe. 
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^749*    Houfc.     In  the  debate,  I   argued  againft 
?€b.  5.   the    inexpediency  and    dangers,    (which 
were  the  .objections,  fet  up  by  the  Court, 
to  granting  thefe  papers)   that  there  could 
be  none,  becaufe  if  it  appeared  that  there 
had  been  no  innovations  fince  the  war, 
and  that  the  poft  was  in  the  ftate  it  had 
remained  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht— 
though  I  did  not  give  it  up,  but  ftill  did 
infift  we  had  a  right  to  a  fuller  execution  • 
of  that  treaty  confirmed  by  this,  and  there*^ 
fore    I    did   not    give  it    up.      Yet,    if 
that  appeared  to  be  the  cafe,  no  danger  or 
inconveniency   could  arife  from  the  mo- 
tion, becaufe  I  was  fure  that  I,  for  one, 
would  not,  and  I  believed  that  no  gentle- 
man, upon  that  account,  would  move  any 
thing,  that  might  occafion  a  rupture  with    , 
France. 

At  the  end  of  the  debate.  Lord  Egmont^ 
who  made  the  motion,  recapitulated  what 
had  been  faid  againft  it.  He  began,  by-^ 
going  out  of  his  way,  to  fay,  that  he  muft 
firft  declare,  that  he  was  forry  to  diifFer 
with  me,  but  did  not  agree,  tlut  it  would 

be 
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be  fufficient  to  excufe  the  Miniftry ;  if  i749« 
it  fliould  appear,  as  I  had  ftated  it,  that  Feb.  5. 
things  remained  at  Dunkirk,  as  they  were 
left  before  the  war,  Sec.  &c-  I  was 
much  furprifed  at  this,  confidering  the  ex- 
preffions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  a  few 
hours  before.  We  were  beat  by  a  very 
great  majority.  This  night  was  publifhed 
the  vileft  and  moft  rancorous  pamphlet 
againft  me,  that,  I  believe,  any  age  or 
Country  can  fhew ;  the  author  of  it  taking, 
0y  implication,  the  charader  of  being  in 
the  Prince's  fervice. 

Went  to  Lord  Middlefex  with  the  6. 
words  (as  near  as  I  could  recollect)  writ- 
ten dawn,  which  I  had  ufed  in  the  debate, 
knd  which  he  had  heard.  He  agreed  to 
them:  I  then  defired  him  to  lay  them 
Ibefore  the  Prince  (who .  was  at  Kew  and 
Avas  to  conie  to  fee  Lady  Middlefex  on  her 
Inifcarf  iage)  and  in  my  name  to  complain, 
l^oth  of  the  pamphlet,  and  of  the  behaviour 
t  met  with— which  he  undertook.  Mr. 
italph  and  Dr.  Sharp  came  after  dinner, 
^uch   converfation  about  the  pamphlet, 

0  3  which 
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^7+9-  which  Lord  Middlefex  told  mc  in  th« 
Ftb.  6.  morning,  the  Prince  had  told  Lady  Midr 
dlefex  (before  he  went  to  Kew)  was  fcnt 
him  in  a  letter  on  Friday  night :  that  he 
was  much  incenfed  at  it;  that  he  had 
immediately  fent  to  Mr.  Nugent,  exami-: 
ned  him  upon  it,  and  he  had  abfolutely 
jdenied  it  with  deteftation  and  abhorrence  ? 
that  he  had  queftioned  the  Earl  of  Egmont 
upon  it,  who  had  done  the  fame.  Mr, 
Furnefe  came,  who  had  had  a  converfatioifil 
with  Lord  Baltimore  of  his  (Lord  fialti^i 
more's)  own  feeking  when  in  wine,  andi 
renewed  when  fober ;  in  which  that  Lord 
(declared,  that  there  was  a  combination  of 
the  whole  family  againft  me|  that  they 
were,  as  he  faid,  in  a  round  Robin :  that 
J  endeavoured  to  govern  and  fupplaat 
them,  that  they  talked  of  me  with  thq 
utmoft  inveteracy  :  that  be  was  my  friend^ 
but,  however,  he  would  keep  his  connec-r 
tions,  &c.  We  fent  Dr.  Sharp  horne^  to 
ftay  till  the  Prince  went  avray  :  who  re-? 
turned  and  brought  us  that  very  account^ 
ffi^bicB  by  mjftake  I  have  fet  down  before^  a9 
giyen  to  me  by  Lord  IViiddlefex  in  the 

morning  I 
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J3^(>fniftg  I  who  then  iaformed  me  that  the  X749- 
Prince  had  h^  the  pamphlet  fcnt  him  in  Feb,  6. 
^  letter,  the;  Friday  before  and  was  much 
incenfe4  at  it.  Lord  Middkfcx  agreed,  I 
fliould  fee  tl^^  Pfinci^  as  foon  as  might  be, 
aftpr:  I  had  feen  hini  in.  the  morning. 
The  Prittcf^  as  weU  as  we,  il^fpefted  that 
.the  pamp.hkt  might  com©  from  the  Court, 
iin  prd^  to  Ibmeiirt  and  incrcafe  divifions. 

Went  to  Leicefter  Houfc,  after  Lord      7. 

:Mi4dfefe«  had  beei  with  me,  whofcorir- 

J&ffli^d  ^ft  night'S  accpunt^  with  the  ai*- 

:diti0n  thit  Lord  Egipont  offered  his  en- 

_<^v0y«^  to  frfid  out  the  Author,  &e,  6cc. 

t^af  t|i^  Prince  ^5  forry  for  what  had 

hi^ppPlJ*d  in  jtiie  JlQu(e,  bait  as  Lord  Eg^ 

mpflf  lifr4  4i^r^$i  front  nw  with  ciyHitj, 

Jje  did  i|ot/ff^  to  fety  much  ftrefs  upon 

^$.    I|jb#ig,las^  aad  pitblkfc  day,  I  fcnt  in 

a  note  tQ^  t^  Prinfec^  to  know  when  he 

W0UI4  :}iwil>^r  m^  with  ^  hour's  canvcri- 

fation — he  appointed  me  the  next  day,  at 

fe\^n^  (|^l5i§k;  9t  Garktoiv  Hou0.     Mr. 

I^^rberf  p?effeftted  a§^  Lord  Lieutenant  of 

.Wiltlhire. 

D  4  Saw 
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I7+9*  Saw  Mr  Ralph,  and  Mr.  Furncfe,  afked 
?cb.  8.  the  latter,  if  in  charging  the  combination 
of  the  family  againfl:  me,  I  might  put  it 
in  proof,  from  the  converfation  betwen 
him  and  Lord  Baltimore,  but  I  could  not 
perfuade  him  to  affent  to  it,  I  fent  Mr. 
Ralph  to  Lord  Middlefex,  to  know  if  I 
might  take  notice  to  the  Prince,  of  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  he  told  me  yefterday 
morning,  and  which  I  have  omitted,  which 
was,  that  the  Prince  had  dropped,  that 
Lord  Baltimore  had  had  a  converfation 
with  Mr..  Furnefe,  who  was  very  warm. 
He  fent  me  Word,  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  improper.  At  fix  o'clock  the 
Prince  fent  me  word,  that  he  was  juft  re- 
turned from  Kew,  and  found  that  the 
Princefs  had  appointed  Comte  Flemming 
and  his  Lady  to  be  at  Carleton  Moufe  at 
feven,  and  therefor?  feared  he  ihould  not 
have  time  to  dine  and  fee  me  i  but  defired 
J  would  come  the  next  day  at  feven. 

N.  B.  Juft  up<5n  one  o'clock  this  day, 
two  very  great  and  very  diftindt  fhocks  of 

m 
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an  earthquake  were  felt  in  Pall  Mall,  at  ^749- 
the  diftance  of  fome  feconds.  ^^**-  '• 

Went  to  the  houfe :  Mr,  Edward  Wal-      9* 
pole's  Bill  paffed  without  oppofition.    Af- 
ter dinner  went  to  Carleton  Houfe ;  jiift  as 
I  came  thither,  I  was  followed  in  by  Dn 
Lee,  who  brought  old  Coram  with  pro- 
pofitions  for  a  vagabond  hofpitaL     I  was 
told  that  the  Prince  had  afked  for  me  fe- 
deral times :  I  was  immediately  called  in : 
I  told  the  Prince,  that  Dr.  Lee  was  in  the 
houfe,  and  that  I  did  not  wifli  to  make 
'him  wait :  he  pretended,'  that  he  had  for- 
got he  had  been  long  appointed,  to  bring 
Coram  on  that  day,  but  that  he  would  go 
out  to  him,  and  that  they  were  to  go  up  to 
•the  Princefs.     I  faw  that  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  had  feht  for  him  on  purpofe,   and 
therefore  faid,  that  I  had  nothing  to  fay  to 
him,  but  what  I  fhould  be  glad  that  Df. 
Lee  fhould  hear.     He  went  out  to  them, 
and  after  a  (hort  ftay  fent  them  up.     He 
returned   and   began   to   talk    about    the 
earthquake,  which  converiation  I  continued 
a  little,  when  I  aiked,.  if  the  Dddlor  was 

to      • 
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»749'  to  coQie  down— he  faid,  yes.  When  the 
FclK  9.  DoiftoY  camej,  I  fuffered  the  difcourfc  to 
continue  general,  to  fee  if  he  meant  only,  to 
give  th^  Podor  the  opportunity  of  niaking 
4  civil  vifit.  But^  at  laft,  his  Royal  High*^ 
nt£s  applying  to  me,  faid,  he  thought  I 
had  ibm<tthing  to  fay  to  him  :  this,  by  the 
Dodior's  not  moving,  made  it  plain ;  and 
thprefor0  I  began  by  faying,  <hat  I  fhould 
not  have  prefumed  to  aft;  that  favour,  yet 
it  w^s  a  very  particular  ple^fur^  to  m«» 
that  he  was  fo  good  a8  to  admit  E)r.  Le?  fo 
be  pr^fent,  and  to  hear  whjtt  I  hed  (o  lay 
before  his  Royal  Highnefa.  Thit  t  m«ft» 
in  the  firft  plaqe,  return  tny  mq^  fefimblc 
thanks  for  the  indignation  he  ha^  e^tpreffed 
agaifkft  th^  vile  apd  r^ncproug^  pf^fhlPtf 
.which  had  be^ii«  publi/hcd  agaihft  ifie,  fipo. 
He  faid  th^t,  as  foon  ds  it  w^s  fent  U>  hi^, 
he  faw  that  it  was  defigned  to  pepipn^rtc 
Mr.  Nugent — that  he  immediately  feat 
for  him,  who  denied  every  part  of  it  wif h 
the  utmoft  at>horrence— *-tbat  Loifd  Egr 
mont  did  the  fame,  &c,— juft  ft&  Lrord 
Middlefex  related.  I  repliqdj^  that  I  had 
never  thought  fo  b^f^ly  of  either  of  them 


as 
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aJs  to  i!ufpe^  them :  that  if  I  ha4  be?n  fo  1749^ 
injufious  to  either,  yet,  after  fo  folemn  ^  Fch.9^ 
denial  before  the  higheft  tribunal,  their 
Df>after,  their  Prihee,  near  being  their 
King,  every  traee,  or  thought  of  fuch  a 
fufpi<:ion  muft  be  for  ever  entirely  laid  out 
iof  the  queftion :  but  that  it  v^as  evident 
that  the  charader  affum^d,  was  of  one  of 
the  family.  Dr.  Lee  faid,  he  had  never 
heard  of  it,  till  Uft  Wednefday,  and,  as  he 
detefted  all  things  of  that  nature,  had  not 
yet  feeii  it,  and  believed,  he  never  fhould. 
The  Prince  fiiid,  every  body  was  infa-* 
oioudy  abufed  :  he  and  his  father  had  been 
often  fo  5  that  it  would  do  me  no  hurt, 
$cc.  I  told  him  that  I  was  very  unfbrtu-^ 
nate,  if  I  explained  royfelf  fo  ill,  as  to  be 
thought  to  complain  of  the  pamphlet  fur-* 
ther  than  as  it  injured  his  fervice;  that  I 
had  hitherto,  I  thought,  mentioned  it^^  only 
iw  a  ground  to  return  him  my  npiaft  hum- 
ble thanks  for  his  generous  interpjofitiou, 
without  being  applied  to  :  but  that  I  now 
beg'd  to  ntoke  another  plain  and  evidtnt 
Hfe  of  it, 

That 
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1749-  That  though  it  was  now  beyond  quef- 
Feb,  9.  tion,  that  this  libel  did  not  proceed  from 
any  of  his  family,  yet,  it  was  as  much  be- 
yond queftion,  that  the  behaviour  of  many 
of  his  family  had  given  the  author  ground 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  affumed  character 
might  pafs  for  the  real  one,  and  that  it  was 
evidently  meant,  to  fix  the  charge  of  my 
intrufion  into  the  family,  and  their  detef- 
tationbf  me,  to  create  differences,  if  there 
were  none,  and  to  publifh  and  inflame 
them,  if  there  were.  That  to  this  fadt, 
thus  plainly  proved  by  the  pamphlet,  I 
would  add  another,  which  I  thought  very 
unfortunate  to  myfelf.  That  I  knew  how 
difagreeable  it  was,  to  bring  gentlemen 
head  to  head,  and  that  I  forefaw,  his  Roy- 
al Highnefs  would  not  like  to  admit  it. 
But  that  I  could  prove  (though  now  I 
chofe  to  do  it  by  reafon  only,  and  colla- 
teral fafts)  that  there  was,  I  did  not  know 
what  to  call  it,  an  opinion,  a  refolution 
among  the  gentlemen  his  fervants  and  fol- 
lowers (excepting  Dr.  Lee,  whom  they 
nominally  excepted)  to  look  upon  me  as  an 
improper    ancj  unprofitable  fervant,    and 

would 
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would  not  unite  or  communicate  with  me*  ^749? 
That  I  knew  this  to  be  true,  and  looked  Feb.  9. 
upon  it  as  a  great  misfortune  to  me,  be- 
caufe,  though  it  did  not  become  me  to  fay- 
before  his  Royal  Highnefs  how  I  came 
into  his. family,  yet,  I  certainly  embraced, 
with  the  utmoft  pleafure,  the  opportunity 
of  belonging,  as  a  fervant,  to  a  Prince, 
whom  of  all  mankind  I  fhould  have  wifhed 
*o  have  paiTed  my  life  with,  if  his  misfor- 
tune and  the  misfortune  of  the  public  had 
placed  him  in  a  private  ftation.  That  the 
difappointment  of  fo  ilattering  a  view  was 
the  more,  fenfible,  becaufe  I  was  fure,  it 
muft  arife  from  fome  fault,  and  that  no 
fmall  fault;  becaufe,  after  what  had  fo 
lately'  pafled  at  the  other  end  of  the  Mall 
(St.  James's)  and  the  lively  fenfe  his  Royal 
Highnefs  had  expreffed  of  it,  I  could  not, 
and  did  not  imagine,  that  any  man,  or 
body  of  men  would  be  hardy  enough  to 
combine,  to  prefcribe  to  him  whom  he 
fhould  employ,  to  w-hat  degree,  or  in  what 
manner.  This,  asJ  knew  it  would,  fired 
him,  and  though  till  this,  he  had  kept 
the  moft  profound  filence,  he  now  inter- 
rupted 
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»749'  nipted  me,  and  faid,  nobody  fhould  pre-^ 
Feb.  9.  tend  tx)  do  that  by  him  -,  that  he  allowed, 
fometimes,  one,  and  fometimes,  another 
to  lay  their  opinions  before  him,  but  no- 
body prefiimed  to  dircft  him,  and  appealed 
to  Dr.  Lee,  if  any  one  treated  him  in  that 
manner,  &g.  &c.  I  replied  that  I  had  faid 
fo,  and  underftood  it  fo,  and  that  made  this 
treatment  the  more  fenfible,  becaufe  I  was 
furc  it  muft  proceed  from  fome  fault  of 
mine,  which  I  bcg'd  to  be  acquainted 
with,  for  it  plainly  appeared  that  the  dif- 
like  to  me  was  real. 

That  I  muft  now  proceed  to  another 
thing,  which,  I  once  thought,  a  moft  cer- 
tain fedt,  but  which  I  had  fince  foutod 
wa«  grounded  on  a  miftake;  that  I  was 
about  to  fay,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  a 
little  contributed  to  lead  me  into  that  mif- 
take,  by  telling  me,  when  he  was  mod: 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  command  my  fervices, 
that  ail  his  family,  as  well  as  himfelf,  were 
defirous  of  it.  That  I  had  heard  the  iame, 
indeed,  on  all  hands,  and  fome  of  die  moft 
confiderable  had  themfelves,  long,  often, 

and 
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and  with  great  zeal  affured  ific  of  their  1749. 
warm^ft  deiires,  and  had  even  taken  ere-  Feb.  9. 
dit  to  themfelves,  for  having  earneftly 
pfeffed  his  Royal  Highn^fs  to  call  me  to 
that  honour,  which  they  now  thought  me 
fb  unworthy  of.  That,  therefore,  I  beg'd 
they  might  be  afked,  fairly  and  openly, 
what  was  the  reafon  of  fo  total  an  altera- 
tion, as  well  as  fo  fudden  an  one :  for  I 
had  thought,  that  I  perceived  a  diifference, 
even  before  we  came  to  town,  the  laft 
time,  from  Cliefien,  That,  as  to  arro- 
gance and  fufficiency,  and  defign  f o  govefn 
his  Royai  Highnefs  and  them,  which  I 
fuppofed,  had  been  plentifully  inculcated ; 
I  beg'd  (and  I  was  glad  to  do  it  before  tho 
Doiftor)  he  would  be  pleafed  to  declare 
firft  as  to  himfelf,  if  I  had  fatigued  him 
with  audiences,  or  had  laid  hold  of  the 
many  other  opportunities  I  had,  to  obtrude 
my  own  thoughts  upon  him,  or  to  know 
his  ;  to  complain  to  him,  that  he  did  nt>t 
communicate  what  he  was  doing  to  me, 
and  take  my  opinions,  or  to  prefume  to 
expoftulate  with  him,  or  blame  what  he 
had  done  for  not  communicating  with  me. 

He 
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1749-  He  faid.  No  indeed,  but  twice,  as  he  rc- 
Fcb.9,  membered^— once,  was  about  a  paper  I 
had  drawn  to  lay  before  him,  and  the  other 
tiijie,  when  the  printer  of  the  Remem- 
brancer wjis  taken  up,  I  put  him  in  mind, 
that,  at  that  time,  I  mentioned  to  hinithc 
alteration  I  obferved  in  his  fervants,  which. 
was  fo  long  ago  as  lafl:  November.  I  then 
afked  if,  in  the  many  leifure  hours  of  pri- 
vate life,  I  had  ever  fpoken  ill  of  any  one 
of  them,  or  fo  much  as  complained,  or 
endeavoured  to  leffen  or  depreciate  them 
or  their  performances.  He  faid.  No :  but 
to  be  fure  I  did  not  exprefs  any  partiality 
to  fchemes  which  I  did  not  approve  of— 
(but  he  did  not  anfwer  fo  fully  and  fairly 
upon  this  head,  as  the  truth  is)  I  then 
faid,  I  would  not  defire  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  to  declare,  if  thofe  gentlemen  had 
treated  me  with  the  fame  fairnefs — as  I 
was  fure  he  would  anfwer  that  to  himfclf. 
As  to  the  governing  them,  did  I  ever  in- 
terfere with  them?  They  formed  their 
own  bufinefs,  their  papers,  their  own  mo- 
tions, without  the  leaft  communication 
with,  or  complaint  from  me  :    that  I  was 

forry 
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fbrry  for  it,  as  they  made  me  a  ufelefs  fcr-  1749. 
vant  to  him  in  Parliament ;  for  that  it  was  Feb.  9. 
impoffible  for  me  to  go  thither,  and  follow 
their  motions  at  fight  and  at  hearings  and 
then  to  be  difowned  for  my  pains.  He 
laughed,  and  laid,  it  was  becaufe  they  had 
nothing  to  communicate  j  they  had  done 
nothing  that  he  knew  of.  The  mutiny 
bill  was  an  agreed  point  by  all,  and  they 
had  had  nothing  elfe.  That  as  to  the 
Dunkirk  motion,  he  protefted  it  was  a 
thought  of  his  own,  that  Dn  Lee  knew 
nothing  of  it,  even  when  he  fent  it  to  me 
by  Lord  Middlefex.  I  replied,  that,  in  a 
converfation,  the  grounds  of  which  were 
my  misfortune  in  being  rendered  ufelefs 
to  a  mafter*  whofe  unmerited  goodnefs 
and  favour,  were  my  fole  ambition  and  re- 
liance, it  was  impoffible  that  I  could 
change  them  fo  groflly,  as  to  be  brought 
to  complain,  or  to  fuffer  him  for  a  fingle 
moment  to  think,  that  I  did  complain  of 
bim.  Thafl  received  .the  communication 
he  had  honoured  me  with,  as  a  mark  of 
his  favour,  with  much  refpedt :  that  what 
I  fpoke  of  was  the  non-communication, 
£  and 


1749*   and  dilavow&l  of  <!he  reft  of  hk  fervairtS; 
Feb.  9.  both  in  the  tnutiny  bill  and  on  andthcr 
occafion.     He  faid,  that  as  to  punishing 
mutiny  with  death,  he  muft  own  to  me 
that  he,  as  well  as  they,  difTercd  frdm  nie> 
and  had  accordingly  a<^ed  laft  year :  and 
that  Lords  Carlifle  and  Bathurft  had  dif*- 
fercd  with  Lord  Bath   upon  that  claufe  5 " 
for  which  he  appealed  to  Dr.  Lee,  v/h& 
faid  he  was  confined  by  illnefs    (as  was  I^ 
from  coming  to  the  Houfe.     As  to  w^haft 
happened  upon  the  motion,  he  was  forry 
for  it,  but  thought  It  was  of  no  great  im^ 
portance.    I  faid,  with  fome  warmth,  that 
I  thought  it  was  of  the  higheft  importance 
to  him  :    was  it  to  pafs  for  his  fenfe,  wa^ 
6e  to  appear  in  the  light  of  declaririgy  that 
he  would,  if  he  were  now  King,  or  would 
force  his  father  to,  begin  a  new  broirl  with 
France,  at  this  time,  in  thefe  circumftan- 
Cts  of  this  country,  becaufe  fifteen  months 
after  fuch  a  war  ended  by  fucfh  a  pfeace, 
France  had  not  carried  the  demolition  «f 
Dunkirk,  farther  than  it  had  been  carried 
for  thirty-two  years  laft  paft  ?    Was  thi^ 
a   point     to    be    maintained  ?     Was    it 

a  doc-* 
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,a  ^lodlrinc  fit  for  him  to  appear  as  the  pro-^  1749. 
mater  <i£f  I  thought  k  was  not,  it  was  Feb.  9- 
knpriidefvt,  it  could  not  be  fupported, 
^nd,  above  all,  mdtt,  prejudicial  to  his  fer- 
vice,  to  have  it  thought  he  gave  ear  tp 
foch  rafti  councils  :  befides,  that  his  Royal 
HighnefsJiad  agreed  with  me,  the  laft 
thing  he  faid  to  me  that  very  morning, 
that  in  the  above-^mentioned  cafe,  if  it 
came  out  only  fo,  the  long  acquiefcence 
much  leflened,  if  it  did  not  take  away  the 
objc^ion.  I  beg'd  pardon  for  being  warm 
-about  the  confequence  of  the  doctrine,  be- 
caufe  that  was  not  the  ufe  I  intended  to. 
Tinake  of  k ;  what  I  meant  to  eftablifli  by 
it,  was,  to  prove  a  fettled  refolution  m 
4iis  fomiiy,  that  they  would  have  nothing 
to  do  wkh  me,  for  when  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
anfwered  Lord  Egmont,  came  to  that  part, 
he  prefled  his  argument  thus  :  **  If  it 
-{tiex&d  come  out,  that  there  is  no  innova- 
tion, as  I  verily  believe,  the  truth  is,  and 
«hat  it  i«,  as  it  was  left  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  explained  in  17 17,  will  any 
uaanfay  that  it  is  a  crime  in  thcMiniftry, 
or  :a  rwifon  to  quarrel  ^ith  France  ?  will 
E-ii^^  any 
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1749*  any  gentleman  fay  it?  does  any  one  fay 
Feb.  9.  it?"  To  this  his  Lordiliip  made  no  reply 
in  affirmation  of  what  he  had  laid  down  in 
contradidtion  to  me,  which  proves  to  a 
demonftration,  that  he  went  out  of  his 
way,  in  concert  with  thofe  in  conjun6lion 
with  him,  to  fhcw  the  world  by  a  publick 
difavowal,  that  they  difclaimed  all  concert 
and  connexion  with  me :  whether  that 
was  for  bis  fervice,  he  beft  knew.  I  beg'd 
to  be  underftood,  that,  in  all  I  had  faid, 
my  concern  was  only  in  relation  to  his 
fervice;  if  he  was  fatisfied,  I  was.  I  de- 
fifed  to  govern  nobody,  to  fupplant  nobo- 
dy :  but  that  I  could  not  follow  his  fami- 
'  ly  in  public,  in  whatever  they  pleafed  to 
ftart ;  that  in  things  I  was  not  confulted 
about,  where.my  advice  and  opinion  was 
neither  taken,  nor  even  afked,  I  could  not 
go  down  and  appear  to  approve  and  fup- 
port :  that  I  was  forry  it  rendered  my  fer- 
vices  ufelefs  to  him  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, but  I  could  not  put  myfelf  upon 
that  footing  :  he  faid,  to  be  fure  it  wajs 
not  to  be  expected  from  me,  or  to  that 
effed.     I  replied,  that  it  was  very  well;  I 

was 


C    53     3 

was  perfedly  fatisfied,   if  he  Was.     I  then    1749- 
began  to  put  him  in  mind,  that  I  had  not  F«b.  9. 
been  idle ;  that  I  had  thought  both  of  the 
point  of  Dunkirk,   and  of  Nova  Scotia; 
and  had  looked  into   feveral  things,   that 
might  be  introdudtive  to  the  publick  ac- 
counts ;    and  had,  above   i   month   ago, 
hinted  fomething  of  it  to  Dr.  Lee,  and 
told  him,  that  I  hoped  for  his  affiftance. 
[This  the  Dodlor  readily  confirmed-]  That 
it  might  go  far,  and  afFedt  feveral  families  ;   , 
whether  his  Royal  Highnefs  would  care 
to  go  fo  far, .  he  would  be  the  beft  judge. 
That  when  I  had  thought  upon  any  point, 
in   which  I   could   fee   day-light ;  after 
I  had  digefted  it  a  little,   I  chofe  to  lay 
i^  before  a  friend  or  two  in  the  firil  place; 
if  then  we  liked  it,  and  could  give  it   a 
body,  we  fhould   then   lay  it   before  his 
Royal  Highnefs  for  his   approbation :   if 
it  met  with  that,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
I  fhould  think  of  communicating   it  to 
thofe,  who  were  chiefly  to   aflift  in  the 
execution  of  it.     That  this  might^  be  go- 
verning, for  ought  I  knew  ;  but  that  this 
was  the  way  of  doing  bufinefs  which  I  had 
E  3  learnt. 
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1749.    learnt^  and  mxked,  that  I  had  aev^r  ^npwa 
Ftb.9.  an^  other  praftifed. 

They  both  hughed  and  faid,  to  be  fur« 
it  was  not  govcrniiig^ '  and  wa«  the  ottljr 
way  of  tranfa£ting  b^finefs.  I  replied^  it 
was  the  only  way  I  knew^  and  it  m.ight 
be  governing;  but  if  it  was,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  would  pkaie  to  obifervev  thai:  £ 
had  not  done  evea  t&at>  yet-  I  then:  ob-r 
fcrved  to  him,  how  extremely  hard  it  wa8 
for  a  minority,  to  bring  any  confid^abfe^ 
national  abufe,  into  arbfolufle^  uAdemdb}o 
proof>  all  the  offices  and  doc^intents  being 
m  the  hands  of  the  court ;  and  I  defired 
him  to  look  bs^ck  through  aH  the  oppofi-? 
tions  for  forty  years  paft,  faying^^  that  I 
could  recoUedl  but  one^  that  was  brought 
home  and  fixed  upon  the  miniftry,,  which 
was  this  very  point  of  Dunkirk  ;  and  thi^ 
Jiis  Royal  Highnefs  readily  agreed  to. 

This,  to  the  beft  of  my  memoryi  wajr 
^he  mpft,  if  not  all  the  material  part  that 
paffedt  The  converfation  became  generaf 
jfor  a  tijne^   and  then  his  Roval  Highnefs 

called 
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calkd  foe  a  choir^  and  left  *Pr.  Lee  and  me   1749* 
together.  Feb.  9. 

WJ^en  we  were  alone,  I  told  the  Poflor 
th^t  I  knew  there  w^s  a  comt^iQatioa  agaii>ijk 
inye,  that  I  could  prove  it,  and  they  knew 
l  eQuJ,4  prove  it :  bu,t  that,  fince  I  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  myfelf  fully 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  in  the  prefence  of 
fo  good^^  \?ritnefs  as  hioxfelf,  i  >ya;S  entire- 
ly indifferent  as  to  the  event.  The  Doftor 
ajffuired  me^  in  a  fceming  friendly,  and  war«i 
fanner,  ^at  he  £hould  always  be  glad  to 
ad:  with  m^,  in  every  thing  that  oa^ight  be 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Prince,  and  the  utili- 
ty of  the  coujntry,  I  thanked  him  pro- 
perly, and  defined  him  to  remember,  that 
I  had  defired,  and.  even  infixed  with,  the 
Prince,  to  declare  if  ever,  or  at  any  time, 
or  in  what,  I  had  ever  attempted  to  govern 
Hnst,  or  complained,  that  I  did  not  j  adding, 
ifehat  poifibly  J  might  have  had  fuch  an 
idea,  naiglit  have  atten^pted  it,  might  hav^. 
mifcarricd,  and  been  reprimanded'  for  it, 
and  might  have  grown  wifer  :  but  if  I  had 
^do«e  it  air  all,  I  fhould  fcarcely  have  chal- 
E  4  lenged 
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1/49'  l^i^cd  t^^  Prince,  before  him,  to  declare 
Feb.  9.  it.  The  next  thing  I  beg'd  him  to  re- 
member was,  that  I  had  fully  apprized 
the  Prince,  that,  in  what  I  was  not  con- 
fulted  about  and  advifed  with,  T  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  in  Parliament,  and 
that  I  would  not  go  down  thither  upon  that 
footing,  and  fo  We  parted. 

I  dcfired  Mr.  Ralph,  whom  I  found  at 
my  houfe,  to  go  to  Mr.  Furnefe's  imme- 
diately, and  from  thence  fend  to  Lord 
Middiefcx  for  leave  f  o  wait  upon  him  with 
an  account  of  this  whole  tranfa^ion. 

It.  I  faw  Lord  Middlefex  for  a  moment  be- 
fore I  went  to  court.  He  told  me  that  the 
Prince  came  to  his  houfe  dire(3:ly  fi*om  me 
on  Friday  night.  .  That  ht  was  very 
thoughtful,  and  endeavoured  to  (hake  it 
off,  but  could  not  j  fo  that  any  one  might 
fee,  that  fomething  lay  heavy  upon  his 
mind,  which  he  could  not  get  quit  of. 
That  Mr.  Ralph  had. acquainted  him  with 
what  had  pajSed,  and  that,  laft  night,  the 
Prince  and  Princefs  came  to  Lady  Middle- 
fex, 
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feXj'  who  had  not  been  out  lince  her  mif-   1749. 
carriage,    and  ftaid  late.     That,  then,  it  Feb.  1 1. 
came  all  out.      That  according  to  Mr. 
Ralph's  relation,  the  Prince  faid  but  little: 
but  according  to  his  own,  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  made  himfelf  a  great  fpcaker.     That 
he  had  convinced  me  about  the  mutiny 
bill.     That  I  mentioned  a  combination  to 
govern  him,  but  that  nobody  durft  enter  into 
fuch  a  combination.     That  I  did  not  fay 
there  was  fuch'  a  thing,  or  he  would  not 
have  fuiFered  me  to  go  on  :•  and  then,  what 
he  would  do  to  thofe,  who  (hould  prefume 
to  enter  into  fuch  a  thing  ! — in  fhort,   he 
feemed  to  laugh  it  off,   and  that,  now  all 
things  would  go  well  again,  &c.     But  he 
again  mentioned  the  converfation  between 
Mr.  Furnefe  and  Lord  Baltimore  of  laft 
Tuefday.    Lord  Baltimore  contrived  to  fee 
him,  as  foon  as  he  came  from  Kew,  and 
before  he  went  to  Lord  Middlefex's,  and 
reprefented   that  converfation,  as  prefled 
upon  him  by  Mr.  Furnefe,  at  my  requeft, 
and  that  he  had  talked  very  high  of  me,  if 
not  from  me ;  and  that  I  complained  that 
he  (his  Royal  Highnefs)  beg'd  and  preffed 

me 
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1749*  me  to  come  into  Iiis  fervice,  for  that  h» 
F«;b.  II.  could  not  do  without  me,  &c.  &c.  I  afked^. 
if  I  might  make  ufe  of  this  overture  to. 
have  the  matter  explained.  He  faid,  he 
was  afraid  n©t^  it  being  faid  in  coniidenjce* 
I  then  aiked,  that  in  cafe  Mr.  Furnefe 
would  tell  him  tke  whole  converjCitioxib  i£ 
lie  would  relate  it  to  the  Prince  fully  and 
iairly»  and  fix  the  lye  where  it  belonged. 
He  faid,  he  could  do  that  very  well^  by 
telling  the  Prince,  that  he  was  much, 
fijrprifed,  whuen  he  firft  heard  him  men- 
tion that  conversation,  but  moie  jGq,  -  tQ 
find  that  he  mentioned  it  again  1  and 
therefore  had  contrived,  in  talking  toge^ 
thier,  to  draw  out  of  Mr.  Furnefe,  the 
particular  account  of  it,  which  he  wotuld 
tell  him  literally,  and  beg,  that„  for  hi« 
farther  fatisfacStion,  he  would  ftnd  for  Mr. 
Furnefe  to  give  him  an  account  of  it,  who, 
h(2  was  fure,  was  a  man  of  honour,  and 
would  tell  him  the  whole  truth/  I  weat 
to  Leicefter  Houfe,  and  was  very  well  re- 
ceived. Sent  to  Mr.  Furneie  to  fee  him 
to-morrow. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  pBrnefe  came  :  tread  to  him  viriiat  1749* 
pai&d  on  Friday^  and  told  him  what  Loid  Feb.  iz. 
Middie&x  had  heard  from  the  Prince  again^ 
about  the  tuna  which  Lord  Baltimore  had 
giyen  to  the  converiation  between  them; 
which  he  again  declared  to  be  nioft  fal&, 
pnd  that  he  tras  ready  to  declare  it  to  the 
Prince^  if  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  pleafed 
«9  fend  for  him.  Intelligence  from  H.  V. 
of  jdie  very  great  diflcoiions  between  the 
miniibrs* 

Saw  Lord  Middkfcx,  We  agreed  that  13, 
fac  ibonld  (a«^  indeed  it  was  hardly  to^  be 
ifvoided)  take  up  this  matter  again  with 
the  Prince^  and  tell  him  that  I  had  given 
him  an  account  of  it.  That  I  was  moft 
grateful  for  his  grace  and  condefcenflon^ 
in  giving  me  ib  fiill  and  patient  an  au- 
dience—that, I  hoped^  I  had  not  behaved 
impraperly.  That  upon  the  whole,  though 
he  was  my  friend,  yet  he  thought  the 
Prince  fhould,  for  his  future  quiet,  go  to 
the  bottom  of  ti^is  affair.  Every  one  had 
their  fkuit$-«^I  might  be  vain— rl  might  be 
high-^and  yet  mean  very  well,  and  be  made 

very 
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1749-  very  ufefuL  He  did  not  mean  to  pufli 
Feb.  13.  things  to  extremities.  If  I  had  prefled 
indecently  upon  his  Royal  Plighnefs,  or 
into  his  affairs,  where  I  was  not  espied. 
Though  it  was  true,  that  1  had  not  in- 
truded into  his  family,  yet,  if  I  had  talkei 
impertinently  and  vainly  about  it,  of  being 
begged  and  prayed,  and  thathisRoyal  High- 
nefs  could  not  do  without  me— why,  it 
was  no  heinous  fault,  hut  he  thought  I 
Ihould  be  gently  made  to  feel  the  inipro- 
priety  of  fuch  a  behaviour,  by  a  word  from 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  or  from  him  in  his 
name.  But  it  imported  his  Highnefs  to 
be  fure  the  charge  was  true,  and  to  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  myfelf ; 
otherwife,  the  party  was  not  equal,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  having  heard  but  one  fide. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  it  (hould  turn  out 
falfe,  was  it  not  highly  neceflary,  that  he 
fhould  know,  what  fort  of  people  he  had 
about  him?  That  cpnverfation^  for  in-^ 
fiance,  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had 
twice  mentioned,  and  of  which  he  had 
great  doubts  in  his  mind,  was  aot  juftly 
reprefented  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  would 

his 
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his  Royal  Highnefs  give  him  leave  to  tell    1749, 
r'mc  of  it^  that  I  might  go  to  the.  bottom  Feb.  13- 
of  it?  or   (what  would  be  better)    would 
he  fend  for  Mr.  Furaefe,  and  let  him  give 
•a  full  account  of  it,  without  ever  men- 
tioning  to  any  body,  that  he  had  been 
queftioned  by  his  Royal  Highnefs.     This 
the  Prince  might  keep  in  his  own   breaft, 
.  and  not  let  it  go  any  farther.     His  (Lord 
,  Middlefex's)  intention  not  being  to  goto  any 
extremity,  but  only  that  his  Royal  High- 
nefs might  know  the  perfons  he  employed; 
and  not  rejed:  any  one  for  a  few  faults, 
.  that  might  be  ufeful  in  ntany  things  ;  nor 
truft,  without  referve,  any  perfon,  who, 
though  ufeful  in  fome  things,  and  fit  to 
be  employed,  may  be  dangerous  in  others, 
and  Ihould  cautioufly  be  guarded  againft. 
That  he  fhould  tell  his  Royal  Highnefs 
that  I  complained,  that  after  having  fat 
down  quiet  under  a  falfehood  which  Lord 
'  JEgmont  laid   to  my   charge,    of  telling 
Cary  what  paffed  between  his  Royal  High- 
nefs and  me,  at  Kew,  when  he  took  me 
.  into  his  fervice  (which  I  could  prove,  even 
,by  Cary  himfelf,  who  was  told  it  by  Lord 

Egmont) 
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'«7+9-  EgiTMDnt)— after  having  acqmerocd  fo  1od§ 
Feb.  «3.  unifcr  tkit  imputation,  ra:thc5r  than  hurt 
AsLt  Lord,  or  occafion  any,  the  leaft  cHf- 
quiet,  in  the  fiamily^  diat  I  did  not  expfeft 
fudi  a  return.  Thefe  points.  Lord  Mid^ 
dlediex  agrees,  are  right,  and  be  will  un- 
dertake them. 

14.  At  Lciceftcr  Houfe,  but  went  away  be- 
fore the  Princefs  came  out*  After  dinner, 
I  went  to  fee  Dr.  Lee,  who  received  nie 
with  much  apparent  opcnncfsl  We  talked 
much  about  what  the  Prince's  condad: 
ought  to  be,  in  cafe,  under  their  prcfent 
undoubted  quarrels  and  difunion,  .either 
part  of  the  Adminiftration  (hould  apply  to 
him  for  afliftance.  The  converfation  was 
begun  by  him,  and  we,  both,  agreed  that, 
tmldfs  they  would  reftore  lihe  King  to  his 
family  by  a  thorough  reconciliation,  and 
to  his  People,  by  fome  popular  a)fts,  the 
Prince  'fhould  not  engage  with  any  of 
them.  And  we  neither  thought  them 
honeft  or  able  enough  to  bring  :abaut  fuch 
great  events,  and  we  agreed  iti  wiihinxg, 
that  no  fuch  applioa&ion  ihould  be  made. 

Mr. 
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Mt.  Hertlfey  was  tv|th  me,  who  did  ndt  1749- 
think  Mr,  Lifcdlcs's  Privy  Sed  fofBcient   Feb.  15. 
tbr  a  feparate  point :    he  aflted  iile  Show 
idlings  Werit  j  I  told  hiffi,  b»t  indifferently. 
Ir^hat  I  had  no  communication  with  the 
^tiier  gentlemen  in  otii-  family,  And  'th^t 
■rfiey  Were  united  againft  me—he  treated 
ihem  very  flighdy,  and  faid  that  indeied  hfe 
iiad  had  ofiers  enough  to  be  of  t-heir  meet- 
ings, but  had  declined  them,  not  thinicing 
•himifelf  frftk  enough  to  follow  any  body 
jfbere^^that   they  generally    fliewed   him 
ilheir  motions  either  in  the  houie  or  el&- 
wliere.     I  faid,  even  that  did  not  happen 
to  me;  that,   therefore,  I  wa«  determined 
not  to  mcddk  with  any  thing,  where  my     ^ 
^opinion    was    neither   afked   nttr    taken. 
That  if  the  Prince  liked  their  method  of 
:procci^ifng,  I  wrfs  :perfed:ly  fetisfied :   but 
I  Would  not  put  myfelf  upon  that  foot  in 
imblick.  Thatt  I  would  do  every  thing  ki 
toy  power,  fpare  no  expence,  no  complai- 
fefice,  ndr  diearfu?!  concurrence  in  all  his 
-pleifures,  to  make  myfelf  an  agreeable  fer- 
Vant,  is  long  as  I  liad  the  honour  ta  be- 
long to  Mm ;    but  that j  in  his  publick 

bufinefs 
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1749'  bufinefs-  I  would  never  intrude  myfelf ; 
.J?eK  25.  and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  follow 
thofe  gentlemen,  though  I  did  not,  in  the 
leaft,  dcfire  to  govern  them :  This,  as 
well  as  I  can  remember,  was. all  material 
that  I  faid.  He  faid  much  more  of  them, 
blaming  them  without  referve  for  their 
felf-fufficlency,  &c.  that  they  were  in- 
formed of  nothing  at  bottom,  but  dealt 
only  in  invedtives,  and  that,  not  very  well : 
perpetual  imputation  and  fufpicion,  with- 
out being  able  to  make  out  any  .  thingi 
which  would,  if  encouraged,  make  all 
government  impfadlicable.  He  was  dif- 
pleafed  with  Dr.  Lee,  for  not  telling  him, 
that  he  was  to  have  the  feals,  as  our  Chan- 
cellor, if  Sir  T.  Bootle  had  died.  Said 
that  Lord  Baltimore  forced  him  to  afk  the 
Prince  for  them,  who  told  him  that  he 
mofl:  fincerely  wifhed  to  oblige  him,  but 
that  he  had  promifed  Dr.  Lee,  in  cafe  of 
accidents,  to  give  him  the  feals,  and  that 
Lorci  Baltimore  was  prefent,  when  the 
promife  was  made — which  ufage  he  took 
very  ill  (and  I  think  juftly)  of  Baltimore, 
who,  when  he  prcfled  him  to  afk  for  the 

feals. 
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Jfeals,  had  affured  him  that  he  knew  1749. 
the  Prince  would  gladly  grant  them  to  Feb.  25* 
him — with  much  more  of  this  fort.  I 
went  to  Leicefter  Houic,  where  was  Mr. 
Henley.  Lord  Egmont  came  and  imme- 
diately took  Mr.  Henley  into  a  private 
room,  where  they  had  a  converfation  of 
near  an  hour.  This  furprifed  me  much. 
In  the  afternoon  I  met  their  Royal  High- 
nefles  by  order  at  Lady  Middlefex's,  where 
came  Madame  de  Munchaufen  and  Mr. 
Breton  :  we  went  in  our  own  coaches  to 
a  fortune-teller's  who  was  young  Des 
Noyers,  difguifed  and  inftrudled  to  fur- 
prife  Madame  de  Munchaufen,  which  he 
efFedlually  did.  I  had  fome  talk  with  Lady 
Middlefex,  who  was  very  dejedled  and 
full  of  comjplaints  at  the  encouragement 
the  party  met  with,  that  was  united  againft 
us.  From  the  fortune-teller's  we  went  to 
fupper  at  Carleton  Houfe. 

Lords  Bute,  Inchiquin,    and  Bathurft,      16. 
Meflrs.  Mafliam,  Breton,  and  I,  followed 
their  Royal  Highnefles,  Ladies  Middlefex 
F  and 
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1749*    and  Howe,  to  dinner  at  Kew.    Mr.  Blud- 
Feb  2S.  worth  was  with  us. 

27.  Wprked  in  the  new  walk  at  Kew. 

28.  All  of  us,  men,  woipen,  and  children, 
worked  at  the  fame  place — ^  cojd  dinner. 

March  4.  Went  to  meet  Sir  Francis  Dafhwopd 
and  Lord  Middlefex,  and  Mr.  Furnefe,  at 
Mr.  Ralph's  :  we  went  through  feveral 
points  of  bufinefs,  and  dptermined  to  pro- 
ceed. 

8.  The  elcftion  for  the  county  of  Middk- 

fex.  Sir  Francis  Dafliwood,  Meifrs.  Fur- 
nefe,  Breton,  and  I  went  in  Sir  Francis's 
coach,  at  eight  o'clock,  to  Mr.  Cpoke's  iii 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields — A  great  meetii^g 
there— -We  fet  out  ^yith  him  abpujt  nine  ; 
(my  coach  following)  apd  went  through 
Knightfbridge,  Kenfington,  by  the  gravel 
pits  to  Adx)n,  and  from  thence  tp  Stan- 
well  Heath,  whi(;h  was  the  general  reur 
dezvous.  From  thence  to  Brentford  Butts^ 
which  was   the  place   of  poll.     It  began 

about 
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about  one,  I  polled  early  and  got  to  my  1749. 
coach,  which  was  fo  wedged  in,  that  Mwch  a. 
after  much  delay,  I  found  it  impoflible  to 
tmk^  ufe  of  it  i  fp  that  Mr.  Breton  and  I 
were  forced  to  take  two  of  my  fervants* 
horfes,  with  livery  houfings,  and  ride, 
without  boots,  ten  miles  to  Lord  Middle- 
sex's at  Walton,  to  meet  their  Royal  High- 
nefles  at  dinner.  We  got  thither  by  five 
o'clock,  and  found  them  attended  by  Lord 
Inchiquii)  and  Mr.  Bludworth  in  the  park. 
Dined  at  fix.  My  coach  did  not  arrive 
till  nine.  We  all  came  away  between  ten 
and  eleven — arrived  in  town  about  one. 
Foil  for  Mr.  Gopke  16 17 — fpr  Mr.  Hony- 
wood  1201.     We  carried  it  by  416. 

Went  to  tfee  Houfe,  where  it  was  agreed  9* 
to  augn>ent  thp  faUry  of  the  Mailer  of  the 
Rolls,  and  it  w:as  rcfolved  that  the  aug- 
Rjentation  fhould  be  1200L  per  ann.  Yef-; 
terd^y,  at  three  quarters  after  five  in  the 
morning  exaiflly,  was  a  violent  fhock  of 
an  earthquake. 

\  had  much  talk  with  Lady  Middlefex,      18. 
F  2  and 
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1749-   and  we  agreed,  in  opinion  as  to  the  difa- 

Mar.  1 8-  greeabknefs  and  impropriety  of  our  fitua- 

tion,  but  that  we  muft  go  on  this  fummer, 

as  well  as  we  can.   Lord  Bolingbroke  died 

this  morning. 

1750.        Council  at  St,  James's — Kingprefent— 
April  II.  Regency  named— We  all  kifled  hands  and 
took  leave. 

12.  Went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The 
King  fpoke,  and  prorogued-  the  Parlia- 
ment. 

i6.  TheKing  went  to  Harwich.  The  wind 

changed  to  N.E. 

22.  Mr.  Drax,  who  was  ill  of  the  gout,  fent 
to  deiire  to  fpeak  to  me.  I  went,  and  he 
told  me,  that  petitions  had  been  obtained 
from  the  miners  in  Cornwall,  for  the 
holding  a  tin  parliament.  That  they  were 
referred  to  the  Prince's  privy  council,  who 
had  rejedted  them,  under  a  perfuafion  that 
.there  was  a  job  at  bottom.  That  the  Prince 
was  fo  far  in  it,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
difapprobation  of  his  council,  he  had  or- 
dered 
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diered  a  privy  feal  to  be  made  out,  to  the   1750- 
Lord  Warden   of  the  Stanneries,  to  call  April  22. 
and  hold  a  parliameijit  on  or  before  the 
fecond  of  November. 

That  the  nature  of  the  Prince's  revenue 
upon  tin,  v^as  as  follows — All  tin,  which 
is  raifed  throughout  the  Dutchy  of  Corn- 
wall, muft  be  brought  to  the  Prince's 
fmeitin^-houfe,  and  when  fmelted,  pays 
four  Ihillings  for  every  hundred  weight, 
(which  is  120/.)  Then,  when  made  into 
pigs,  it  goes  to  the  coinage,  which  is  only 
a  ftamp,  with  the  Prince's,  arms;  and 
then,  and  not  before,  is  marketable. 

Befides  this  duty  of  four  (hillings  per 
hundred  weight  throughout  the  dutchy, 
no  tin  can  be  difpofed  of,  till  the  Duke  has 
taken  the  quantity  he  pleafes.  This  is 
.  called  the  preemption.  This  preemption 
has  never  been  exercifed  by  Princes,  and 
feldom  leafed  out.  Once  it  was  under-  ' 
taken  by  Queen  Anne,  and  Lord  Treafurer 
Godolphin,  and  Mr.  Bofcawen  (afterward 
Vifcount  Falmouth)  on.  the  other  part : 
F  3  by 
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1750*  by  which^  for  the  prefent  exigence,  the 
April  zt.  crown  got  the  power  in  fevcral  boroughs^ 
though  they  loft  by  the  undertakings  which 
was  occafioned  by  the  war.  This  Icafa 
was  again  renewed  by  the  fucceeding  ad- 
miniftration,  but  I  believe,  it  was  not  car- 
ried into  execution.  The  Icafe  muft  be 
granted  by  an  ad:  of  the  parliament  of  the 
tinners,  which  parliament  is  called  and 
held,  by  a  privy  fcal  to  the  lord  warden 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  dutchy  is  divided  into  four  diftrifts„ 
6ach  of  which  fends  fix  members.  The 
voters  muft  be  freeholders.  They  chufc 
a  fpeaker,  &c. 

The  quantity  of  tin  raifed  annually,  at 
an  average  of  many  years  paft,  is  220a 
tuns :  the  market  price  to  the  exporter; 
from  4/.  5^.  to  4/.  I  OS.  per  hundred  weight; 
fo  that  the  Prince's  revenue  upon  that  head^ 
amounts  to  about  8800/.  per  ann.  clear 
of  all  deduftions,  as  there  are  other  fmall 
duties  that  defray  the  charge  of  officers, 
i:oiledion,  &c.     N.  B.  The  confumption 

is 
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is  much  lefs,  and   the   freight   dearer  in   175a 
time  of  war,  but  then,  as  the  commodity  April  22. 
is  neceffary,  the  vent  is  proportionably  in- 
creaftd,  the  firft  years  of  peace. 

Laft  year,  the  two  companies  of  mine 
adveritarers,  and  mine  battery,  both  peti^ 
tioned  the  Prince  for  the  leafe  of  this  pre- 
emption, the  petitions  were  referred  to  his 
privy  council  and  fejefted.  They  offered 
his  Royal  Highnefs  an  advance  on  his  re- 
venue of  1206L  per  ann.  and  a  loan  of 
10,000/.  at  5  per  cent,  without  infuring 
his  life,  which  he  is  obliged  to  do,  at  5  per 
cent,  additional,  on  all  he  borrows. 

This  not  fucceeding^  a  petition  has  lato- ' 
ly  been  obtained  from  the  tinners,  pray- 
ing for  a  parliament,  which  was,  as  I 
have  faid,  rejefted  by  the  council,  who 
fuppofed  it  was  meant  to  procure  a  leafe, 
for  the  advantage  of  thofe,  who  were  at  the 
bottom  of  the  formdr  otfers,  which  were 
fo  very  difproportionate,  that  nothing  but 
grofs  inipofition  could  be  expedled  from 
that  ^'uarter.  The  perfons  concerned, 
F  4  were 
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1750-    were  fuppofed,   by  Mr.  Drax,  to  be  Mr. 
ApriU2.  Thomas  Pitt  and  Dr.  Ayfcough. 

To  fhew  the  impropriety  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  the  danger  of  the  job,  Mr. 
.  Drax  obferved  that  this  parliament,  though 
it  could  do  no  adl  without  the  Prince's 
aflent,  yet  it  might  come  to  feveral  refolu- 
tions,  which  might  be  difagrecable  to  fub- 
mit  to,  and  yet  inconvenient  to  break 
through.  He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the 
advantages  of  the  leafe  of  preemption, 
which,  from  what  he  apprehends,  the 
Prince  is  not  properly  apprized  of. 

The  offer,  laft  year,  he  ftated  at  an  ad- 
vance of  1700/.  per  ann. — 1 200/.  annually, 
and  the  loan  of  10,000/.  at  5  per  cent,  at 
500/.  per  ann.  becaufe  the  Prince  muft  pay 
5  per  cent,  additional  elfewhere,  for  in- 
furing  his  life. 

He  faid,  that  he  is  well  aflured,  that  the 
tinners  are  ready  to  agree,  and  contraftors 
to  engage  to  take  all  the  tin  that  fhall  be 
coined  at  3A  5/.  per  hundred  weight,  and 
to  avoid  the  clamour  of  a  monopoly,  they 

wUl 
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will  oblige  themfelves  to  fell  it  at  4/.  5^.    1750. 
which  is  below   the  market  price.     The  April  22. 
grofs  gain*,  then,  of  i /. per  hundred  weight, 
upon  2200  tonSy  is,  per  ann.  ^.44000  o  o 

The  money  to  be  employed 
for  2200  tons,  at  3/.  5s. per  ton, 
is  143000/.  and  fuppofing 
half  this  fum  always  employed 
at  credit,  you  muft  dedud:  for  * 

intereft      -      -     .     .     «     -     2860  o  o 

Charges   of  management, 
freight,  &c.     -     -     -     -     -     3000  00 

There  then  remains  againft 
rifque  and  accidents  a  clear  and 
ntt  profit,  per  ann.      -      -       381 40  00 

Thefe  calculations,  he  faid,  were  right : 
,  he  does  not  know  what  is  at  the  bottom 
of  this,  nor  what  offers  have  or  will  be 
made  -,  but  by  what  is  pafled,  he  is  very 
fufpicious,  and  earneftly  defired  me  to  dif- 
fuadehis  Royal  Highnefs,  if  poffible,  from 
it ;  though  he  knew  it  would  be  very  dif- 
ficult, becaufe  he  was  fure,  they  lured  him 
.  to  it  by  fhewing  to  him  new  acquifitions 
in  the  Cornifh  eleftions. 

We 
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1750-        We  went  to  Kew  for  the  whofe  Week. 

April  jo.  Their  Royal  HighncfTes,   Ladies  Middle- 

fex  and  Howe ;  Lords  Bute  arid  irichiquin ; 

Meifrs.  Mafham,  Breton,  and  L     We  had 

plays  adted  every  evening. 

May  13.       About  elevcH  o'clock,  the  Prince  fent 
«  to  me  to  come  to  Lciccfter  Houfe  as  foon 

as  I  could.  I  arrived  there  in  half  an 
an  hour's  time.  I  found  the  groom  in 
waiting,  and  the  bifhop  of  Oxford.  The 
Prince  foon  joined  us,  and  faid  that  the 
Priricefs  had  been  ill  fince  three  in  the 
morning :  by  this  time  the  Duke  of  Chan- 
dois,  and  Lords  Egmont  and  North, 
Meffrs.  Cuft  and  Breton  were  come.  We 
went  into  the  bed-chamber  at  three  quar- 
ters after  eleven.  The  groohis  withdrew. 
We  found  in  the  bed-chaittber  Ladies  Mid- 
dlefex,  Berkley,  Irwin  and  HoWe ;  Lldy 
Bailey,  Mrs.  Cornwall  and  Pajme.  The 
midwife  upon  the  bed  with*  the  Prindeft, 
arid  Dr.  Wilmot  ftanding  by. 

Juft  at  half  paft  tu^elVe,  (he  V^afe  deliVerdd 
of  a  Prince,  without  once  complaining  or 
groaning  the  whole  time.  Then  the  Prince, 

the 
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the  Ladies,  and  fome  of  us  fat  dbwn  to  1750. 
breakfaft  in  the  next  room— then  went  ta  May  15. 
prayers  below  Hairs.  The  Prince  wrote 
to  the  King,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
came  for  the  letter.  A  numerous  drawing- 
room,  where  appeared  all  the  minifters  and 
perfons  in  the  chief  employments.  The 
minifters  Were  not  fent  for  to  the  labour. 
The  Prince  put  off  the  publicfc"  dinner  and- 
fibrvants  in  waiting,  and  ordered  nde  to 
dine  with  him  in ,  private  at  Carleton 
Houfe. 

The  Prince's  publick  table  (which  lafts     16. 
about  ten  days  on  account  of  thePrincefs's 
lying  in)  began  on  Monday. 

I  went  to  town,  and  fpcnt  three  hours  23. 
in  examining  the  tin  affair,  which  appears 
to  be  a  fcandaloas  job,  and  I  am  deter- 
mined to  go  to  die  bottom  of  it*  Waited 
on  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  about  Prince 
Henry's  bathing  in  the  fea,  at  Walmer 
Caftle. 

I  fettled  with  thcDuke  of  Dorfet,  that      25. 

Prince 
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1750.    Prince  Henry  fhould  not  go  tp  Walmer, 
May  25.  as  it  was  a  garrifon,  and  as  the  King's  leave 
was  to  be  alked, 

28.  Had   a  converfation   with  Mr.  Drake 

about  the  tin. 

30.  Went  to  Leicefter  Houfe.    The  Arch- 

bifliop  and  Chancellor  fent  for,  to  fettle 
the  chriilening  of  the  young  Princes  the 
King  having  fent  no  orders  from  Hanover, 
though  applied  to.  Lord  Middlefex, 
MeiTrs.  Furnefe,  Bance,  and  Drake  met  at 
my  houfe,  to  confult  farther  about  the  tin 
affair. 

Jane  1.  Meflrs.  Kelfal  and  Lovel  came  to  me. 
Lovel  fays  that  the  miner  brings,  what  is 
called,  black  tin  tO  the  Smelting  Houfe, 
and  delivers  it  by  weight,  and  receives  fo 
much  white  tin  at  the  coinage  (which  is 
quarterly)  and  takes  a  tin  bill  for  it  (if  he 
is  poor)  as  the  bill  is  marketable.  He  pro-^ 
mifed  to  inform  himfelf  farther. 

s.  The  Princefs  faw  company  from  {even 

till 
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.till  nine  o'clock,    for  the  firft  time,  and    '7So. 
once  only.     The  family  went  in,   before  Junes, 
any  of  the  company  were  admitted. 

Mr.  Aldworth  came  from  the  Duke  of  H- 
Bedford,  with  difpatchcs  from  Hanover,' 
fignifying  the  King's  approbation  that 
Prince  George,  Lady  Augufta,  and  a  bro- 
ther of  the  Princefs  fhould  be  fponfors  for 
the  young  Prince.  Bifhop  of  Oxford  fent 
for. 

Went  to  Leicefter  Houfe.  The  child-  '7- 
was  chriftened  by  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford. 
The  fponfors  as  above.  Prince  George 
gave  the  name,  which  was  Frederick 
William.  No  body  of  either  fex  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  room  but  the  adtual  fer- 
vants,  except  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Willes  and  Sir  Luke  Schaub. 

Lord  Middlefex   and  Mr.  Drake  were  is, 

with  me;  we  had  much  talk  about  the  'i 

Prince's   tin,  and  the  fcandalous  tranfac-  ' 

tion  about  it,  which  was  encouraged:  by  ^       [ 

fome  of  his  fervants.     Drake  thinks  avaft  f 

profit 
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1750.    profit  may  arife  from  farming  it,  both  to 
Jonc  i«.  the  Prince  and  to  the  farmer,  who  would 
give  hira  200,000/.  by  way  o^  fine.     I 
think  little  or  nothing  can  be  given  or  got: 
but  to  get  rid  of  Drake,  and   pleafe  Lord 
Middlefex^  who  feemed  to  lean   a  little 
towards  him,   I  left  it  thus.— That  if  any 
creditable  .man,  or  body  of  men,  would 
take  the  beft  leafe  the  Prince  can  give  of 
bis  tin,  rcferving  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
his  four   fhillings   per   hundred    weight 
(120/.)  to  be  raifed  and  colledled  with,  the 
iame  dignity  and  royal  prerogative^  as  it 
now  is :  oblige  themfelves  to  pay  to  the 
miner,  or  owner,   3/.  ^s.per  100,  at   112 
weight:  bind   thcmfclves  never  to   raifo 
the  price  of  tin  above  three  fliillings  fer 
112  weight,  higher  than  the  market  pric« 
fhall  beat  the  time  of  figning  the  leafe: 
and  to  deliver  all  that  is  raifed,  at  or  be^ 
low  that  price.     If  for  a  feven  years  leafe, 
containing  thefe  conditions,  they  will  pay 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  by  way  of  fine^ 
ico,ooo/.  fterling,  without  any  reprifea  or 
dedufiion,  he  will  make  them  fuch  a.  kafe, 

as 
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as  (hall  he  a  fufficient  fccurity  for  them  to    1750.' 
undertake  the  farm  uppn.  June  i8. 

Went  to  Leicefter  Houfe.  Lord  Mayor  20. 
and  Aldermen  came  to  compliment  the 
Pripcefs  upon  her  lying-in.  Letter^  fronx 
Hanover,  with  orders  that  thofe  Knights 
of  the.  Garter,  who  did  not  walk,  (hould 
chufe  their  own  proxies.  The  Prince  de- 
figns  Loriis  Inchiquin  for  Prince  George'^ 
proxy. 

I  njet  Mn  Vanneck,  jun.  hy  appoint-  ^j- 
iprnt;  at  Lord  Middlefex's,  about  the 
Prince's  tin.  We  had  two  hours  confer* 
fation,  the  refult  of  which  is  among  my 
papers  relating  to  that  matter.  But,  upon 
the.  whole,  if  he  was  to  take  all  that  ia 
raifed,  with  a  liberty  to  advance  the  pric^ 
5  per  cent,  he  could  give  no  more  than 
66/.  per.  hundred  weight ;  fo  that  fuppo- 
fing  the  tinners  would  be  contented  to 
bind  themfelves  to  the  prefent  market 
price  of  64/.  (which,  I  think,  they  would 
not)  the  whole  gain  to  the  Prince  would 
fee.  zs.  per  100  weight,  or  2/.  a  ton  ;  which 

upon 
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1750.    upon  2500  tons  (the  quantity  fuppbfed  to 
June  25.  be    annually   raifed)    amounts   to    5000/. 
per  ann. 

28.  Lady  Middlefex,  Lord  Bathurjft,  Mr. 
Breton,  and  I  waited  on  their  Royal  High- 
neffes  to  Spitalfields,  to  fee  the  manufac- 
tory of  filk,  and  to  Mr.  Carr's  fhop  in  the 
morning.  In  the  afternoon,  the  fame 
company  with  Lady  Torrington  in  wait- 
ing, went  in  private  coaches  to  Norwood 
Foreil  to  fee  a  fettlement  of  gypfies.  We 
returned  and  went  to  Bettefworth,  the 
conjurer,  in  hackney  coaches — Not  finding 
him,  we  went  in  fearch  of  the  little  Dutch- 
man, but  were  difappointed ;  and  con- 
cluded the  particularities  of  this  day,  by 
fupping  with  Mrs.  Cannon,  the  Princefs's 
midwife. 

29.  I  had   a  long  converfation  with   Mr. 
•  Ralph  about  the  profecution  intended  a- 

gainfl  his  paper.  r 

July  2.        Mr,  Furnefe,  Mr.  Ralph,  and  I  dined 
with  Mr.  Oiwald  at  Wandfworth.     We* 

had 
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had  much  talk  upon  publick  affairs.    Re-    1750. 
folved  at  my  return  to  meet  and  prepare  July  2. 
for  parliamentary  enquiry,   fuch  points  as 
ihould  appear  moft  liable  to  cenfure ;  par-  . 
ticularly  to  look  into  the  grounds  of  Mr. 
Lafcelles's  quietus  by  privy  feal :   the  ex-, 
penditure  during  the  war  :    the  manage- 
ment of  the  ordnance  office :  the  aifair  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Canada  expedition, 
&c.    Mr.  Ofwald  was  entirely  difpofed  to 
affift  us.       .    • 
,    •      • 

Dined  with  Lord  Talbot,  who  informed  3. 
me  of  the  many  lies  which  were  told  of 
me  to  the  Prince^  arid  the  unalterable  in- 
veteracy of  the  family  againft  me.  God 
forgive  them— I  have  not  deferved  it  of 
them. 

I  oiFered  Dr.  Thomfon  a  room  in  my       5. 
houfe,  and   50/.  per  ann.   which  he  ac- 
cepted. 

I  fent  to  Mr.  Ralph,  by  Whitehead,  a  Auguft  i. 
fcheme  of  oppofition  to  be  communicated 
to  Lords  Middlefex  and  Talbot,  Sir  Fran- 
G  cis 
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1750.    cis  Dafhwodd,  McfTrs.  Ftirnefc   arid  Of- 
AuguA  I.  ^ald. 

Sept.  II.  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood  told  ihc  iat  Wy- 
combe what  he  had  learned  of  Mr.  Boone, 
^«s.— that  my  adveriaries  were  fatisfied,' 
that  my  defign,  when  1  came  into  the  fa-^ 
mily.  Was  t6  turn  them' all  out,  c^ento  the 
woinen,  &c.— that  the  Prince  told  Bobhe, 
that  I  forced  myfelf  into  his  fervice,  and 
that  he  could  not  help  taking  me,  Bcc.-^^ 
that  Lord  Egmont  faid  he  knew,  that  the 
Prince  never  advifed  with,  or  cotnmtini- 
cated  any  thing  to  itte,  &t:.-^that  ^Lortt 
Egmont  defrayed  the  Prince^is  cxpcnces  at 
hath,  &c. 

i6.  Meflrs.  Furnefe  and  Ralph  came  to  rile. 
We  had  much  converfation.  We  agreed 
that  the  Prince  ftiouH,  as  foon  aspoffible, 
be  brought  to  fome  ecclairciflemeht,  and 
be  informed  with  proof,  of  the  lies  that 
have  been  told  of  me,  by  Lords  Egmont 
and  Baltimore,  &c. — that  otiierwife  I  cohld 
not  aft  tn  puHick  with  them. 

Went 
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Wciit  to  a  meeting  at  the  King's  Arttis^  i75^- 
Tavern,  Change  Alley,  at  eleven  o'clock,  Sept.  19. 
about  the  herring  fifhery.  Propofed  to 
chufe  ^e  governor,  &c.  by  lifts,  which 
was  much  oppofed  by  the  Scotch  intereft. 
I  argued  for  it,  from  the  authority  of  the 
aft  of  parliament,  and  at  laft  prevailed  by 
19  againft  7. 

I  carried  Mr.  Ralph  to  Mr.  Waller's  in  25. 
three  hours.  Much  debate  about  the 
means  of  forming  an  oppofition  and  its 
end  :  at  length,  Mr.  Waller  promifed  to 
ad  heartily  with  me,  and  we  agreed  to  be- 
gin with  the  ordnance. 

Went  to  Lord  Middlefex's  at  Alhley.  27. 
Much  talk  with  my  Lord  that  day  and  th^ 
next  morning.  We  agreed  that  the  coun- 
try was  in  a  deplorable  ftate,  and  that  the 
fafety  of  the  Prince's  fucceffion  was  in 
great  danger,  from  the  maxims  he  had 
adopted,  and  in  which  he  was  encouraged 
bjr  thofe  he  moft  attended  to  at  prefent. 
It  was  alfo  agreed,  that  Lord  Middlefex 
fhould  procure  an  explanation,  or  that  both 
•  .  G  2  of 
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1750-    of  us  ihould  neither  meddle  with,  nor  ap- 
Sept.  27.  pear  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe^ 

30.  At  Leicefter  Hdufe.     Lord  Bute  kifled 

hands  for  the  bed-chamber.  Col.  Robin- 
fon,  as  equerry.  The  latter,  as  well  as 
Lord  North,  is  to  remain  under  the  title 
of  fervant  to  the  Prince,  but  both  are  to 
attend  the  Princes  Georgeand  Edward,  as 
governor  and  equerry. 

Nov.  4.  The  King  landed  about  twelve  o'clock 
at  Harwich,  and  came  to  St.  James's  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven. 

18.  Weftminfter  bridge  opened.  Mr.Tuck^r 
and  I  went  to  Mr.  Scrope's,  to  defire  him 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Pelham,  that,  as  we  fup- 
pofed,  when  he  engaged  for  the  charter  at 
Weymouth,  he  underftood  that  he  was  to 
have  two  friends  there,  during  this  parlia- 
ment, though  no  fuch  conditions  were  ac- 
tually exprefled,  yet,  if  Mr.  Plummer 
ihould  die  (who  was  that  day  cut  for  the 
ftone)  we  were  too  nice  upon  points  of 
honour,  to  take  the  advantage   of  what 

might 
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might  be  implied,  though  not  fpecified,  i7S^- 
ahd  therefore  we  would  chufe  any  unex-  Nov.  18. 
ceptionable  gentleman  he  fhould  name. 
But  we  would  not  chufe  any  other,  or  one, 
who,  by  his  relations  or  fituation,  might 
feem  to  be  put  there,  with  a  view  to  make 
a  feparate  intereft.  And  we  fhould  confi- 
der  the  infifting  upon  fuch  an  one,  as  a 
premeditated  defign  to  make  war,  which, 
when  we  were  in  the  right,  we  were  ready 
to  begin  as  foonas  he  pleafed, 

Mr.  Tucker  and  I  met  Mr.  Pelham,  at  Dec.  u. 
Mr.  Bcrope's  by  appointment :  we  fettled 
the  Weymouth  re-eled:ion,  according  to 
the  agreement  made,  on  obtaining  the  new 
charter,  and  he  recommended  Lord  George 
Cavendilh. 

Dined  at  Mr.  Mafham's  :    had  a  long,      31^ 
and>  1  hope,  a  ufeful  and  productive  con- 
fultation  all  the  morning,  with  Melfrs. 
Ofwald,  Furnefe,  and  Ralph, 

Renewal  of  the  confultation  of  laft  Mpn-  Jan.  7. 
dav,   with  Meffrs.  Furnefe,  OAyald,  and 
G  3  Ralph. 
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1750.  Ralph.  Some  progrefs  made^  Supped  at 
Jan.  7.  Lady  Middlcfcx's.  It  being  twelfth  night 
(^Monday)  flic  ftafced  75  guineas  and  I  125 
with  the  Pripcc,  who  fent  us  word  that 
we  had  Ipft  8  guineas  between  us.  Spent 
the  week  at  Kew,  where  we  1^4  pl^y* 
cyery  day. 

14"  Lord  Talbot  joined  our  party  at  my 

houfe^  and  we  made  farther  progrefs  in 
bufinefs. 

ijf  At  one  oVlock  received  orders  to  dine 
and  fleep  at  Kevv-  Ladies  Middlefex  an4 
Torrington,  Mr.  Mafliam,  and  I  went  to-t 
gether.  Played  at  Farao.  Lord  Bathurft 
pame  on  horfeback. 

%6f  Came  to  town  to  the  drawing-room, 
Dined  at  Carletpn  Houfe.  The  ]^ince> 
Lords  Granby,  Middlefex^  Carliflc,  Eg-i 
mont.  Limerick,  Sir  John  Rufhout,  Sif 
Thomas  Bootle,  Dr.  Lee,  Meffrs.  Bathiirftt 
Henley,  Nugent^  pibbon,  and  !• 

?7f         Thp  feflipii  opened.   Long  debate  upoa 
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tlie  addrefsr-divifion  74  to  203— mighty   1750. 
iimple«  Jan.  17. 

Lord  Weftmoreland  was  here.     I  pro-      i«.  ^ 
ppfed  a  cp-pperation  with  ^  fmall  number 
pf  peersj  which  he  feemed  to  approve  of, 
aixd  promifpd  to  endeavour  to  make  it 
prafticable. 

^pent  th0  inprning  in  farther  prpfecu-     19* 
t^on  of  the   bufinei^  with  Lord  Talbot, 
^\r  Francis  Daihwood,   Meflrs.  Fumefe, 
Waller,  Oiw^d^^pd  Ralph- 

Went  in  private  coaches  with   their     20. 
Royal  HighneiTes,   Ladies  Middlefex  and 
I|owp,  Lprd  Inchiquin,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Bootle,  tQ  Mr.  Q\2^e'$,  whejre  we  fent  for 
a  conjurer. 

The  Prii|ce's  hirth-day  |cept.  Pil|ed  zil 
with  mc  Marquis  de  Mirepoix^  QenQr4 
Wall,  Monf.  d'Abrien,  Compte  die  Perron, 
^bbe  diGrp0a-tefta,Monf.deLoffandiere, 
Marquis  d'Ay^,  Comptes  de  la  Marmora, 
^nd  de  Lrafcary,  Baron  de  St.  Fiorent, 
G  4  Comte  , 
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1750-   Coijitc  de  Haflang,  Puke  of  Quccnfbcrry, 
Jan.  21.   Lord  Talbot,  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood,  and 
Mr.  Breton. 

«?.  Debate  upon   fome  queries  about  the 

Armyj  that  were  difperfed  abroad— agree 
with  the  Lords  to  burn  them. 

Feb.  6.  Have  been  very  ill  for  the  fortnight  paft : 
but  this  day  went  to  the  Houfe  to  hear  the 
charge  againft  Mr.  Murray,  brother  to 
Lord  Elibank,  for  words  fpoken  againft 
the  High  Bailiff,  the  day  of  his  making 
the  Return  for  Weftminfter,  ( 1 5th  of  May 
laft):  After  the  trial  was  over,  and  the 
firft  queftion  moved,  I  left  the  Houfe,  and 
returned  to  Hammerfmith.  Never  faw  an 
accufation  worfe  fupported  by  any  thing 
but  numljers. 

"•  Mr*  Ofwald,  with  other  friends,  was 

with  me,  who  treated  me  in  the  moft  af- 
fedionate  and  friendly  manner :  told  me 
all  his  views,  and  the  offers  that  ha4  been 
made  to  him,  and  concluded  by  faying, 
that  he  wifhed  to  aft  always  with  me,  and 

that 
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that  he  would  accept  of  the  Prince's  fer-    1750- 
vice,  if  he  might  come  into  it  as  my  friend,  Feb.  u. 
and  by  and  through  my  hands,  but  that  he 
Would  not  come  in  by  any  other  hands  or 
canal. 

Went  to  wait  on  his  Royal  Highnefs  at  !«• 
Kew— -propofed  to  him  the  fecuring  Mr. 
Ofwald  by  my  weight  with  him — the 
Prince  hefitated  a  little,  as  having  made  a 
trial,  fome  time  ago,  by  another  hand 
without  fuccefs.  At  laft  he  allowed  the 
importance  of  the  acquifition,  and  ordered 
me  to  found  Mr.  Ofwald's  difpofition  to- 
wards it— his  Royal  Highnefs  ordered  me 
to  dine  and  fleep  there. 

Mr.  Ofwald  dined  with  me,  and  agreed      13. 
to  come  to  Hammerfmith  the  next  morn- 
ing, to  fettle  what  report  I  fhould  make  to 
the  Prince. 

Mr.  Ofwald  came  this  morning  and  was      15. 
pleafed  to  put  himfelf  entirely  into  my 
Jiands,  and  to  rely  upon  my  friendihip. 


Dr, 
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^750.  Dr.  Lee  caxnc  to  me.  I  talked  over  to 
Feb.  1 6.  him,  at  large,  the  points  of  the  Spanifh 
treaty^ — Mr.  Lafcelles's  privy  feal— The 
ordnaace  contra^— and  the  expedition— ^ 
He  fcemed  to  approve  of  them,  and  I  gave 
him  feveral  papers  to  look  over  at  home« 
He  told  ra*  very  frankly  that,  whatever  I 
propofed,  he  would  cheerfully  fupport 
with  all  hi^  power  in  the  debate ;  hut  as 
he  was  enjoined  fecrecy,  he  could  not  he 
the  mover  or  fecondcr,  becaufe  tha^  would 
look  like  breaking  fhort  with  Lord  Eg- 
mont,  and  with  others  he  had  a(fted  with. 

17.  Dr,  Lee  returned  my  papers,  and 
thought  that  the  treaty  would  not  be  a 
point  ftrong  enough,  but  he  approved  of 
the  others", 

23.  Had  a  conference  with  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  I  began  with  telling  fiim, 
that  on  Monday  Mr.  Ofwald  was  with  me, 
to  acquaint  me  that  he  had  received  pofi- 
tive  offers  from  Court ;  he  was  furprifedi 
and  aflied  me  what  they  were  :  I  tolcj  him 
that  though,   as  I  owed  my  firft  duty  to 

him. 
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hliXip  I  ought  not  to  conceal  any  thing  1^75^. 
from  him  that  related  to  hi$  fenricci  yet  F«b^^>; 
that  there  were  al£b  other  duties  that  I 
held  facred,  and  if  I  fhould  difcover  the 
fecret  of  a  friend  to  him,  I  hoped,  hia 
Royal  Highnefs  would  be  pleafed  to  pro- 
naife  me  that  it  ihould  go  no  farther.  He 
promifed  me,  and  I  then  told  him,  that 
Mr.  Ofwald  had  been  offered  to  be  made 
CoBJiptroller  of  the  Navy,  with  a  promiJfe 
th^t  he  ibould  have  the  ailiftance  of  all 
Mr.  Pelham's  power  to  reform  th?  abufes 
of  it,  and  full  liberty  to  follow  his  own 
opinion  in  Parliament,  and  that  he  came 
to  aik  my  advice  upon  it.  The  Prince, 
concluding  he  would  accept  of  the  place, 
faid  he  was  glad  he  fhould  find  fo  honeft  a 
man  in  bufinefs.  I  told  him,  that,  from 
the  many  reafons  I  had  given  him,  he  de-> 
i:Jared  to  me  that,  as  he  faw  no  reformation 
could  be  thoroughly  and  efFedually 
brought  about,  but  by  the  concurrence 
pf  the  Crown,  which  was  not  to  be  hoped 
£)r  in  our  prefeat  fituation,  he  had  much 
rather  attach  himfelf  to  his  Royal  High-> 
{lefs  frpm  whoni  only  he  could  hope  for 

that 
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'75<^i    that  concurrence ;   but  as  he  was  no  Cour* 
l^b.  23.  ^jgj.  ^^j  j^^j  j^^  connexions  of  that  kind, 

he  muft  be  contented  to  do  his  bell  in  the 
ftation  that  was  offered  to  him.  That  I 
bade  him  ferioufly  confider 'whether,  in 
cafe  I  would  venture  to  found  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  difpofition  towards  him,  he 
would  impower  me  to  fiy  that  he  would 
refufe  all  offers  of  the  Court,  if  the  Prince 
was  willing  to  admit  him  into  his  fervice 
—That  he  told  me,  I  pofitively  might : 
upon  which  I  promifed  to  undertake-  it. 
After  a  good  deal  of  talk,  the  Prince 
thanked  me,  and  ordered  me  to  fend  Mr. 
Ofwald  to  him  at  Leicefter  Houfe  between 
feven  and  eight  o'clock  on  Thurfday  next. 

25-  Mr.  Ofwald  dined  with  me— he  told  me, 
he  w^s  much  embarraffed  at  what  had  paf- 
fed,  fince  he  faw  me ;  of  which  he  gave 
me  the  following  account :  Sunday  the  fe- 
vcnteenth.  Sir  Henry  Erefkine  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Prince  for  the  firft  time ;  on 
Monday  the  eighteenth,  Mr.  Ofwald  was 
with  me  to  fettle  the  report  I  was  to  make 
to  the  Prince— on  Tuefday  the  nineteenth. 

Sir 


[    93     ] 

Sir  Harry  alked  him  in  the  Houfe — have  ^7S'>* 
you  received  any  meflage  from  the  Prince  ?  ^^^-  ^5- 
what  do  you  mean,  he  returned?  has  the 
Earl  of  Egmont  delivered  you  no  meflage  ? 
—I  don't  know  the  Earl  of  Egmont.  He 
will  then,  replied  Sir  Harry,  for  I  was  in- 
troduced to  the  Prince  laft  Sunday,  and  he 
alked  me  if  I  knew  you — I  faid,  yes,  inti- 
mately— he  then  aiked  how  you  were  dif- 
pofed  towards  him — I  replied,  that  I 
thought  you  had  the  higheft  regard  for 
him,  &c.  His  Royal  Highnefs  thenfaid,  I 
muft  fend  to  him  by  Dr.  Lee  or  Lord  Eg- 
mont, for  what  comes  from  them,  is  the 
fame  as  if  it  came  from  me.  This  feemed 
ftrange  to  us,  but  I  think  tSe  drift  is  evi- 
dent. 

Went  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftefbury's.  26. 
Much  talk  with  him  about  feparating  the 
Tories  from  the  Jacobites,  on  the  quarrel 
between  them  about  the  late  Univerfity 
eled:ion,  which  was  to  be  done  by  bring- 
ing them  to  a  declaration  of  few  heads, 
which,  he  faid,  he  had  made  ufe  of,  and 
hoped  he  (hould  fucceed. 

'  '    •  Mr. 
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1750.  Mr.  Ofwald  came  to  me  from  the 
Feb.  28.  Prince,  whom  he  found  at  Carleton  HouiRs 
—He  was  received  very  gracioufly,  ani 
the  Prince  talked  to  him  on  many  fub- 
jeds  and  of  many  perfons,  but  never  men- 
tioned my  name — They  agreed  that  Mr. 
Ofwald  was  to  have  the  Green  Cloth,  and 
to  kifs  hands  on  lady-day. 

March  i.  Went  to  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Townlhend 
advifed  with  ,me  about  General  Anftru- 
ther's  affair.  I  begged  him  to  be  very 
fure  of  his  proofs,  before  he  began  a  charge 
in  Parliament— rHe  defired  leave  to  cqme 
to  me  to  morrow  and  to  ihew  me  his  pa- 
pers, which  I  agreed  to,  but  defired  him 
to  confult  with  wifer  perfons  than  me* 

2-  Mr.  Townfliend  came  and  I  fairly  fhew- 
ed  him,  that  cdling  for  the  reports  in 
council  would  lead  him  to  enibarrafs  the 
Miniftry,  who,  in  this  cafe  of  Anftruther, 
had  delayed  juftice :  that  I  fhould  be  glad, 
it  'fhould  come  forward,  but  not  from  him, 
apprifing  him  where  his  motion  would  end, 
iince  he  aiked  my  advice  as  i  friend,  &c. 

He 


[    95    ] 

He  thanked  me  much,  and  it  1>eing  late,    1750- 
he  defired  to  come  iagaih  to  morrow  morn-  Warcii  2. 
ing- 

Went  to  Leic^fter  iJoufe,  but  juft  as  I  3. 
was  going,  Mr.  Townfhend  came,  and  to 
tiiy  infinite  furprife  fold  rrie  that  he  had 
been  with  the  Earl  of  Egmorit,  who  had 
given  him  a  queftion  which  comprehended 
the  civil  and  military  1)^haviour  of  Gene- 
ral Anftruther,  which  he  Would  read  to 
me.  He  did  fo,  and  alked  my  opinion, 
I  was  aftoniihed  at  his  ignorance,  and  faid, 
I  hid  nothing  to  objeft  to  it. 

Motion  by  Mr.  d;*oWnfliend  fecondfed  by  4* 
Colonel  Haldane,  for  copies  of  all  courts 
flitartial  held  by  Anftruther,  while  he 
commanded  in  Minorca ;  and  of  all  com- 
plaints againft  him  in  council,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereupon.  Agreed,  without  di- 
vifion,  to  drop  the  courts  martial  till  fome 
particular  fafts  were  alledged,  but  to  fufFer 
the  coujicil  papers  to  come. 

Went  to  Leicefter  Houfe,   where  the      6. 

Prince 
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1750.    Prince  told  me  he  had  catched  cold,   the 
March  6.  day  before,  at  Kew,  and  had  been  blooded. 

8^  The  Prince  not  recovered.    Our  paffing 

the  next  week  at  Kew  put  off. 


10. 


«3- 


At  Leicefter  Houfe.  The  Prince  was 
better,  and  faw  company. 

At  Leicefter  Houfe.  The  Prince  did 
not  appear,  having  a  return  of  a  pain  in 
his  fide. 


,4.  At  Leicefter  Houfe.  The  Prince  afleep 
— twice  blooded,  and  with  a  blifter  on  his 
b^ck,  as  alfo  on  both  legs  that  night. 

I  J.  The  Prince  had  a  plentiful  evacuationj^ 
and  was  out  of  all  danger. 

16.  The  Prince  without  pain  or  fever. 

17.  Went  twice  to  Leicefter  Houfe.  The 
Prince  had  a  bad  night,  till  one  this  morn- 
ing, then  was  better,  and  continued  fo. 

The 


t    97    ] 

The  Prince  better,  and  fat  up  half  an   i7S^- 

hour.  Mar.  18. 

Went  to  Leicefter  Houfe ;  from  thence  20. 
to  the  H6ufe  of  Commons,  and  then  to 
Hammerfmith.  I  was  told  at  Leicefter 
Houfe,  at  th^;ee  o'clock,  that  the  Prince 
was  much  better,  and  had  flept  eight  hours 
in  the  night  before,  while,  I  fuppofe,  the 
mortification  was  forming,  for  he  died 
this  evening  a  quarter  before  ten  o'clock, 
as  I  found  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Breton  at 
fix  o'clock  the  following  morning. 

I  came  immediately  to  town,  and  learned  21. 
from  Mr.  Breton,  who  was  at  Leicefter 
Houfe,  when  the  Prince  died,  that,  for 
half  an  hour  before,  he  was  very  chearful, 
aiked  to  fee  fome  of  his  friends,  cat  fome 
bread  and  butter,  and  drank  coffee :  he  had 
fpit  for  fome  days,  and  was  at  once  feized 
with  a  fit  of  coughing  and  fpitting,  which 
laft  was  fo  violent,  that  it  fuffocated  him. 
Lord  North  was  fent  to  the  King.  This 
morning  the  King  orderejl  the  body  to 
be  opened— -an  abfcefs  was  found  in  his 
H  '  fide, 
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1750-  fide,  the  breaking  of  which  deftroyed  him. 
Mar.  21.  His  phyficians,  Wilmot  and  Lee,  knew 
nothing  of  his  diftemper;  as  they  declared, 
half  an  hour  before  he  died,  that  his  pulfe 
was  like  a  man's  in  perfed:  health.  Th^ 
cither  would  not  fee,  or  did  not  know  the 
confequences  of  the  black  thruih,  which 
appeared  in  his  mouth,  and  quite  down 
into  his  throat.  Their  ignorance,  or  their 
knowledge  of  his  diforder,  renders  them 
equally  inexcufable  for  not  calling  in  other 
afliftancc. 

From  Tuefday  the  12th,  when  he  fup- 
ped  at  Carleton  Houfe,  and  when  he  re- 
lapfed  before  he  went  to  bed,  the  Princefs 
never  fuffered  any  Englifh  man  or  woman, 
above  the  degree  of  a  Valet  de  Chambre, 
to  fee  him ;  nor  did  flie  vouchfafe  to  fee 
any  one,  man,  or  lady  of  the  family,  not 
even  the  Lady  in  waiting,  till  Sunday  kA, 
when  it  was  abfolutely  neceiTary  that  fonpie- 
body  fhouid  appear  to  receive  compli- 
ments ;  and  then  Lady  Scarborough  wa? 
.  ordered,  inftead  of  a  Lord,  who  as  ihe  ap-« 
prehended,  might  have  expected  to  fee  the 

Prince. 
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l^riftce.     Sht  fiiw  Df .  Lee  one  day  before    175c. 
thecfcaith,  aiid,  juft  after  the  event,  fheMar.2T. 
had  a  iong  conference,  till   paft  twelve,  , 
with  him  and  the  Earl  of  Egmont>    This 
morning  Lady  Middlefex  faw  her,  but  was 
hot  ient  for.     Lord  Middlefex  fent  his 
conipli^eiits,  aiid  was  admitted.    She  fent 
in  for  die  Didce  of  Chandois,  and  alfo  for 
the  £ad  of  Scarbc»rough  at  night. 

Whtn  this  unfortunate  event  happehed, 
i  hfid  feton  foot,  by  the  means  of  the  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury,  a  project  for  an  union  be- 
tween the  independent  Whigs  and  Tories^ 
4)y  a  writing  iwioimcing  all  tin<aure  of  Jaco*- 
bitifm>  and  affirming  ff>ort,  but  con/lituti- 
•onal-andrevolutionai  principles.  I  had  given 
tiis  Lordfliip  the  paper :  his  good  heart  and 
RM^onftaiiding  made  him  indefatigable,  and 
fo  far  fucoefsftil,  that  there  were  good 
grounds  to  hope  for  an  happy  iffue.  Thefe 
partes,  fo  united,  were  to  lay  this  paper, 
containing  thdfe  principles,  before  the 
Prinifiej  offering  to  appear  a6  his  party, 
now  ^  and  upon  thofe  principled  to  un- 
dectafce  the  adminiftration,  when  he  was 
H  2      v^.>.^...^King, 


^750-    King,   in    the   fubordination    and    rank 
Mar.  2L   among  themfelves,  that  he  fhould  pleafe 
to  appoint. — Father  of  mercy!    thy  hand, 
that  wounds,  alone  can  fave ! 

2>  Several,  in  much  diftrefs,  here.  The  Earl 

of  Shaftefbury  and  Mr.  William  Beckford 
here,  by  their  own  appointment ;  they  faid, 
they  came  to  afk  dired:ions  what  to  do 
under  this  fatal  change  of  fituation :  I  faid, 
^  that  it  appeared  to  me  that,  if  the  Pelham ' 
party  did  not,  inftantly,  drive  out  the  Bed- 
ford intereft,  they  muft  be  driven  out  by 
that,  though  now  the  weakeft  party ;  but 
that  the  Bedford  party  would  become  the 
ftrongeft,  having  the  King's  favourite,  and, 
now,  only  fon  at  their  head,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  army;  that  he  would,  by 
their  intereft,  fmall  as  it  might  be,  and 
by  the  military  intereft,  force  the  regency, 
and  then,  where  are  the  Pelhams  ?  That 
this  neceffity  enforced  the  neceffity  of  the 
projefted  union — that,  being  colled:ed  and 
publickly  purged  from  Jacobitifm,  they  be- 
came a  refpe<5lable  body :  that  if  they  were 
applied  to  for  affiftance,   they  might  then 

give 
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give  it  upon  fuch  conditions,  and  for  fuch  1750. 
ihare  of  power  as  they  might  think  fafe  Mar.  22. 
and  honourable  for  themfelves  and  their 
country.  Secondly,  If  they  were  not  ap- 
plied to,  and  the  court  fhould  take  a  right 
turn,  that  then  they  might,  like  honeft 
and  difinterefted  men,  fupport  the  court 
without  coming  into  it.  And  laftly,  What 
Was  moft  to  be  dreaded,  if  they  were  not 
applied  to,  and  the  court  fhould  take  either 
a  dangerous  turn,  or  fhould  continue  in  the 
fame  confuming  way  as  at  prefent,  that 
then  they  would  be  ready  to  do,  what  it 
was  their  duty  to  do— oppofc  to  the  ut- 
mofl  and  declare  that  they  mean  to  wrefl 
the  adminiflration  out  of  thofe  hands,  to 
take  it  into  their  own,  and  apply  it  to  bet- 
ter purpofes.  That  defpair,  which  was 
blameable  before,  was  now  become  cri- 
minal. 

My  company  went  away,  much  fatisfied 
^nd  determined  to  adl  accordingly, 

I.  went  to  Leiceller  Houfe.     The  Prin- 

cefs  afflided,  but  well.     Went  to  council, 

H  3  at 
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1750.  at  night,  wjbich  was  very  full.  The  com^\^^ 
Mar.  22.  mon  prayer  altered,  but  Prjnce  George  left^ 
^  he  now  ftands.  The  phyficians  made  a 
report,  and  dplivered  a  paper^  being  an  ac-f 
count  of  the  body  when  opened — 1  have  a 
copy  of  it-^Ordei??ci  the  bowels  to  be  put 
into  a  box  covered  with  re4  velvet,  and 
carried  in  one  of  the  Prince'§  coaches^  hf 
fuch  attendants  as  his  Grooni  of  the  Stc^ 
fhould  appoint,  an^  buried  in  W^nry  tho 
Vllth's  chapel.  Ordered  a  commiljtM  tq^ 
fettle  the  ^erenaonies  pf  the  funeral.     , 

f  3»  Went  to  the  Earl  of  Wpftinoreland's^p^ 
Lord  Guernfey  there— ^held  a  converfatioii 
upon  the  prefent  affairs~the  Earl  faic^ 
that  he  heard,  that  Sir  John  Hynde  Cot-^ 
ton  bad  propofed  fending  fpr  Gentlemen 
up,  acquainting  them  at  the  fame  tiaae^ 
that  nothing  was  to  be  propofed  to  .tbera^i 
but  to  fit  ftill  and  wait  event§.  *  J  modeftly 
'  doubted  of  that  meafure,  from  experience 
pf  the  difpofition  of  thqfe  country  gen^ 
tlemen,  who,  I  thought^  would  neither 
come,  if  nothing  vf  as  "propofed,  nor  ftay, 
if  there  was  nQt:hing  to  40  i  bu|  yct^  whc) 

would 


would  implicitly  follow  a  few  of  their  1750. 
Lordfliips  in  one  or  the  other:  from  Mar.  23. 
which  it  followed,  that  their  Lordfliips 
ihould  form  a*  fet  of  propofJtions  for  the 
centre  of  union,  and  then  fliould  call 
them- together  to  own  them,  and  ad  upon 
them,  either  taking  places  (if  they  were 
to  be  had  upon  honourable  terms)  or  act- 
ing without  them.  * 

I  was,  in  every  part,  mofl:  warmly  fup- 
ported  by  Lord  Guernfey,  and  by  Sir  Ed- 
ward Deering,  who  came  in.  I  left  them 
together,  and  thought  by  the  very  af- 
f  edionate  manner  of  Lord  Weftmoreland, 
when  I  left  the  room,  that  I  had  never  be- 
fore made  fuch  impreffion  upon  him. 

Went  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's — much  24, 
talk.'  *  He  thinks  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation' 
and  of  the  Pelhams,  juflas  we  do;  ^s  alfo 
of  the  danger  from  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land. At  the  Speaker's,  he  alfo  in  the 
iamc  way  of  thinking  with  us. 

H  4  Long 
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J  75  '•        Lor>g  converfation  with  Lord  Limerick. 
Mar.  25.  Hq  thinks  with  us — but  we  both  agreed, 
that  the  Pelhams  have  not  fufficient  refo- 
lution  to  do  any  thing  great. 

27'  Went  to  counciL  Orders  to  the  Lord 
Steward  and  Chamberlain  to  iffue  warrants 
for  black  cloth,  wax  lights,  &c.  for  the 
rooms  at  Weflminfter,  where  the  body  is 
to  be  laid,  &c.  To  the  Groom  of  the 
Stole  and  Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to  his  late 
Royal  Highnefs,  to  regulate  the  march  of 
the  fervants,  &c.  Orders  to  the  Earl 
Marfliall  to  dired  the  Heralds  to  prepare, 
for  the  confideration  of  the  council,  a  ce- 
remonial for  the  funeral  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs, upon  the  plan  of  thofe  of  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter  and  of  Prince  George  of  Den- 
mark, which  were  formed  upon  the  plan 
of  the  funeral  of  Charles  the  fegond. 

a8.  Sir  Francis  Dafliwood  from  the  Earl  of 
Weftmoreland  defired  to  know,  if  I  thought 
'it  prudent  to  make  an  overture  to  Mr, 
Pelham,  as  a  party  to  join  him,  if  he  would 
epga^e  to  lower  the.  land  tax  next  year  to 

two 
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two  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  reduce  the  1751, 
army.  I  fent  my  duty  to  the  Earl,  and  Mar,  a8 
beg'd  t6  know,  if  he  thought  we  were 
united  enough  to  make  overtures  as  a  par- 
ty ;  and  if  fo,  what  the  party  was  to  do 
in  return,  in  cafe  Mr.  Pelham  fhould 
comply.  Thefe  conditions  are  nugatory, 
and  yet,  the  laft,  of  all  others,  the  moft 
difficult  to  obtain.  If  we  were  united,  we 
fliould,  now,  demand  great  and  national 
conditions,  for  the  fafety  of  the  whole, 
which  will  be  as  eafily  obtained,  at  leaft, 
as  the  redudlion  of  the  army  at  prefent, 
aiid  which  redudlion,  except  in.  the  view 
of  oeconomy,  is  trifling.  Any  army  may 
be  equally  ruinous ;  and  yet  fome  muft  be 
kept  till  the  nation  can  be  armed  by  a  pro- 
per regulation  of  the  militia. 

At  the  Speaker's,  where  we  turned  over      29, 
precedents,  with  relation  to  the  grants  of  • 
theDutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  of  the  govern- 
ment during  minorities. 

Saw  Mr.  Prowfe,  and  found  him   well     31. 
difpofed  to  the  main  fyftem.     The  King 

was 
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1751-   was  at  Lcicefter  Houfc,     This  night  died 
ifcr.  31.  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 

Apnl  J.  At  council,  about  the  funeral.  Cere-* 
monial  from  the  Heralds  read—^-their  orders 
were  to  form  it  on  the  plan  of  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester's  and  Prince  George's  of 
Denmark.  But  they  had  different  orders 
privately,  which,  tbetij  I  did  not  know. 
I  thought  there  was  very  little  cere- 
mony, and  therefore  faid,  that  I  fuppofed^ 
that  they  had  complied  with  the  orders, 
which  their  Lordfliips  gave  about  ^e 
plans,  on  which  this  funeral  was  ta  be 
formed.  The  Lords  faid,  to  be  fure ;  and 
none  feemed  to  have  any  doubts,  of  con* 
cerned  themielves  about  it ;  fo  I' (kid  no 
more,  though  I  am  fatisiied,  it  is  far  (hort 
of  any  funeral  of  any  fon  of  a  King.  After 
the  council  wiis  up,  I  afked  the  Lord 
Chancellor  about  it,  who  fatd  that  he 
fuppofed  the  Heralds  had  complied  with 
their  orders,  but  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
it,  and  had  never  feen  any  of  the  plans,  I 
told  him  that  I  mentioned  it,  becaufe^  if 
it  fliould  appear  that  any  mark  of  refped: 

to 
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to  the  deccafed  fhoold  be  wanting  in  this  i7Si* 
funeral,  it  would  certainly  give  great  dit*  April  5. 
^dAc.     I  think  the  plan  rauA:  be  altered. 

The  King  was  at  Leicefter  Houfe.  4* 

« 
Saw  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  but,  his  ?• 
}ady  being  preient,  could  not  talk  fully 
with  him.  Mr.  Glover  dined  with  me^ 
and  the  Earl  of  Shafteibury  came  in  the 
afternoon,  and  we  agreed  to  drive  it  to  a 
ihort  iffoe  with  the  Earls  of  Weftmoreland 
and  Oxford,  either  to  form  a  regular  p^urty 
immediately,  or  to  give  the  point  entirely 
ikp. ,  If  a  party  &oidd  be  formed,  then  69 
fix  the  fubfcription  for  a  paper  by  M r^ 
Ralph,  to  be  iupported  by  about  twenty 
of  uSj,  at  ten  guineas  each,  and  by  what 
p\^  we  ca^  get« 

Woobt  to  Mr.  Ofw^'s^^fronv  t^nce  to  10. 
the  Earl  of  Weftnooreland^  with  whom,, 
and  Earl  Stanhope,  I  had  a  long  converfa- 
^n.  I  left  thetn>  perfuaded  of  the  neoef- 
fity  of  forming  a  party,  united  by  confti^ 
fUitiona}^  ^iAcipJk&j  which  fiiould  be  re« 

duced 
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1751-  duccd  into  writing  and  figned  by  all  the 
April  10.  party.  Much  talk  of  thofe  principles,  of 
which  I  mentioned  fuch  as  occurred  to 
me  and  of  which  they  approved.  I  told 
them  that  I  had  once  drawn  fuch  a  politi- 
cal creed  for  the  laft  oppofition,  but  the 
gentlemen  did  not  care  to  fign  it.  That, 
now,  I  thought  the  younger  part  of  our 
friends  were  very  much  in  earneft,  and 
only  wanted  proper  leaders  and  proper 
points  to  unite  heartily.  The  Lords  agreed 
that  fomething  fhould  be  digefted  imme- 
diately :  I  told  them  that,  to  make  a  be- 
ginning, if  they  pleafed,  I  would  fend  them 
the  paper  mentioned,  in  which  fome  hints 
mi^t  poflibly  be  of  ufe ;  they  feemed 
very  defirous  of  feeing  it,  and  I  went 
home,  and  fent  it  directly  to  the  Earl  of 
Weftmoreland.  I  have  done  enough,  and 
henceforth  ihall  live  to  myfelf  the  years, 
which  God  in  his  mercy  may  grant  me, 
unlefs  I  am  called  upon  to  affift. 

!!•  I  had  much  talk  with  Mr.  Ofwald  on 
the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  I  told  him  the  fteps 
I  had  taken  towards  an  union  of  parties  : 

that 
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that  I  thought  I  owed  it  to  our  frlendfliip  ^7S^^ 
to  acquaint  him  that,  if  this  great  plan  April  u. 
could  be  efFeded,  I  muft  take  my  fliare 
in  it.  He  approved  the  greatnefs  and  ho- 
nefty  of  the  defign,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
told  me  that  Mr.  Pelham  had  renewed 
his  offers  fince  the  Prince's  death,  to 
which  he  had  returned  a  very  general,  cool 
anfwer  :  he  faid  that  he  hoped,  from  the 
renewing  that  offer,  to  find  that  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  would  fhew  refolution  enough  to  enter 
into  engagements  with  fome  more  of  us, 
and  avail  himfelf  of  the  prefent  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  people,  to  put  himfelf  upon 
his  country,  and  get  rid  of  his  open  ene- 
inies  and  falfe  friends,  which  was,  now, 
mofl  pradlicable  and  even  necelTary  to  pre- 
vent his  being  undone  by  both. 

Lord  Limerick  confulted  with  me  about  i3* 
walking  at  the  funeral.  By  the  Earl  Mar- 
jChairs  order,  publifhed  in  the  common 
newfpaper  of  the  day  (which,  with  the 
ceremonial  not  publifhed  till  ten  o'clock, 
I  keep  by  me)  neither  he,  as  an  Irifli  Peer, 
nor  I,  as  a  Privy  Counfellor,   could  walk. 

He 
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tysi-  He  cxprdSbd  a  ftrong  refolution  to  pay 
April  13.  his  laft  duty  to  his  royal  friend,  if  pradti* 
cftfek.  I  beg'd  him  to  flay  till  I  could  get 
the  ceremonial;  he  did,  and  we  diew 
found,  in  a  note,  that  we  might  walk.. 
Which  note,  publiflbed  fevcn  or  eight 
hourd  before  the  attendance  required,  was 
ail  the  notice  that  Lords,  their  ibns^  and 
Privy  Counfellofs  had  (except  thofc  ap-* 
pointed  to  particular  fundions)  that  they 
wtould  be  admitted  to  walk. 

At  feven  o'clock  I  went,  according  to  the 
order,  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The  many 
flights  that  the  poor  remains  of  a  much^ 
loved  mailer  and  friend  had  met  with,  and 
who  was  now  preparing  Ae  laft  troubl* 
he  could  give  his  enffliies,  fimk  me  fo 
low  that,  for  the  firfl:  hour,  I  was  incapa- 
ble of  making  any  ofo&rvation« 

The  proceflion  began,  and  {except  the 
Ltftds  appointed  to  hold  the  pall  and  at-^ 
tend  the  chief  mourner,  and  thofe  of  hit 
own  domeftics)  when  the  attendants  were 
calkd  in  their  ranks,  there  was  not  one 

Englifh 
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EoglHfa  Lord,  not  Mf  BifliQp,  and  only  1751- 
0(ne  IrifljL  Lord  (Limerick),  two  fons  of  April  13. 
Dukes  (Earl  of  Drumlandrig  and  Lord 
Robert  Bertie),  one  Baron's  fon  (Mr.  Edge- 
cuncube)  and  two  Privy  Counfellors  (Sir 
John  Ruihout  and  myfelf ),  out  of  dbiefc 
great  bodies,  to  make  a  ihow  of  duty  to  a 
Prince,  fo  great  in  rank  and  expedation. 
Wtik  we  were  aa  the  Houie  of  Lords,  it 
rained  very  hard,  as  it  has  do&e  all  the  fea«- 
fon ;  when  we  came  into  Paiaoe  Yard,  the 
way  to  the  Abbey  was  lined  with  foldiers, 
but  l^e  managers  had  not  afibnkd  thi 
fmalleft  covering  over  our  heads  1  but,  by 
gOQd  fortune,  while  we  were  from  under 
cover,  it  held  up.  We  went  in  at  the 
S.  £.  door,  and  turned  ihcat  into  Henry 
liie  Vllth's  chapel.  The  fcrvke  was  per-^ 
formed  without  either  anthem  or  organ* 
So  ended  this  £m1  dzy^^^^m  femper  acer^ 
hun^-^^fmper  bonoratum^ 

.  The  corps  and  bowels  were  removed, 
laft  night,  to  the  Prince's  lodgings  at  the 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  the  whole  bed-chamber 
were  ordered  to  attend  them  from  ten  in  the 

morning 
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1751-  morning  till  the  enterrement.  There  wai 
April  13.  not  the  attention  to  order  the  Green-Cloth 
to  provide  them  a  bit  of  bread,  and  thefe 
gentlemen,  of  the  firft  rank  and  diftindtion, 
in  difcharge  of  their  laft  fad  duty  to  a  loved 
and  a  loving  mafter,  were  forced  to  befpcak 
a  great  cold  dinner  from  a  common  tavern 
in  the  neighbourhood.  At  three  o'clock 
indeed,  they  vouchfafed  to  think  of  a  din- 
ner and  ordered  one— but  the  difgrace  was 
compleat,  the  tavern  dinner  was  paid  for, 
and  given  to  the  poor.  N.  B.  The  Duke  of 
Somerfet  was  chief  mourner,  notwith- 
ftandihg  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  the  Royal 
family. 

15.  Lord  Shaftefbury  came  to  acquaint  mc, 

that  the  projed:  of  union  went  on  very 
fuccefsfully.  I  advifed  him  to  appoint 
a  meeting,  for  to  morrow,  of  the 
Earls  of  ,  Weftmoreland,  Oxford,  and  , 
Stanhope,  to  fettle  the  points  in  writing, 
that  are  to  be  the  centre  of  that  union. 
Dined  at  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood's,  where 
Earl  Stanhope  read  to  us  the  draught  of  a 

preamble    , 


preamble  to  fuch  points,  which  was  ex-    »75»' 
tremely  good;  ^P"l  '5- 

Wcht  to  the  Houfe— the  motion  to  put  16. 
off  the  third  reading  of  the  naturalization 
bill  for  two  months,  was  carried  by  129 
againft  116.  The  report  of  the  difmiffion 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich, arid  of  the  introdu<5tion  of  the  Earl 
of  Holdernefs  and  Lord  Anfon  into  their 
places,  is  not  true;  but  it  is  likely  to 
happen. -^If  fo,  they  furely  defign  to  cur- 
tail the  Southern  Province. 

At  the  Houfe.  Mr.  George  Townfhend  is. 
opened  General  Anftruther's  affair,  and 
moved  a  queftiori  concerted  with  the  Court, 
which  was  that  his  Majefty  fhould  be  ad- 
dreffed  to  inforce  his  orders,  in  confequence 
of  the  report  of  his  council,  to  oblige  ^ 
Lieutenant  General  Anftruther  to  make 
fome  latisfaftion  to  thofe  of  Minorca 
whom  he  had  oppreffed — which  muft  be 
very  unfatisfkiftory  and  infufficient.  Mr. 
Townfhend,  who,  of  his  own,  accord,  en- 
gaged in  this  affair ;  who,  of  his  own  ac- 
I  *  cord. 
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1 75 1-  cord,  on  very  flight  acquaintance,  defired 
April  J  8.  my  advice,  and  whom  I  treated  with  great 
generofity,  a's  he  acknowledged  to  me  and 
others;  who  imprudently  went  from  me 
to  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  and  brought  from 
that  Lord  a  long,  ijiflammatory  queftion, 
which  he  defired  me  to  corredl,  and  which 
I  declined ;  who  received  from  me  the 
proper  queftion  in  writing,  concluding 
with  one  to  eflabliih  a  civil  government 
in  Minorca.  This  gentleman,  without 
giving  me  the  leafl  intimation,  contents 
himfelf  with  moving  this  tame  court  quef- 
tion :  and  Lord  Egmont,  that  Lord,  the 
other  day,  fo  violent,  who  drew  a  queftion 
fo  very  different,  thought  fit  even  to  ab- 
fent  himfelf  on  the  prefent.— rSuch  won- 
ders has  the  poor  Prince's  death  already 
produced ! 

ai.  Dined  at  Lord  Middlefex's.     Was  told 

that  Mr.  Montague,  as  Auditor  to  the 
Princefs,  Mr.  Douglas,  and  Mr.  Boone, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Cuft,  as  Clerks 
of  the  Green  Cloth,  Mr.  Bludworth  as 
Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  Mcfiirs.  Leflie,  Scot, 

and 
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m6  Robi.n^qn,  ais  Eijucmea,   kifled  the    17s i- 
Priflceijs's  laand  this  da;y.  -Ap**^*  *.»• 

Ddracdat  Sir  Francis  Dafbwood's.  Find  ^s* 
by  Lord  Talbot,  that  we  are  not  likely  to 
come  to  a  union ;  for,  now,  the  terms 
Aey.propdfe  tofign,  are  of  a  fort  that  im- 
ply an  exchifion  of  coiniDg  into  office— 
Now,  as  no  good  can  hedo^ae  to  thisxoun- 
try,"but  by  gopd  men  coming  into  office, 
it  is  atloytfr,  .aadJ  give  up. all  thoughts  of 
*^er  ;bein^y  My .  fartber,  iiicf^l  to  mann 
kkd« 

Alt  t&e  Hmxfc.     :Ercflcine:s  accufetion      24. 
^aif)ft  Jiinftimtber,.  baffled  by  the  Court 
thsrough  the  aO:  of  fGrace. 

Weiit  to  town  tpr  <^nfalt  my  conftant  25. 
friend  Mi.  iBailoe,  about  retrieving,  if 
poffible,  the  capt^nfliipiof  thie  Dodingtoii 
K^  Indiam^n,  which  Mr.  Tucker  im- 
prudert tfy  aJDtd  .  unkindly  oppoie  s  me  in : 
he  being  concerned  (though  not  equally 
with  me)  and  having  the  management  of 
my  ^S^s^  haft  ]fld  the  r^ft  of  the  propr  i^- 

I  2  tors 
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iyS'*    to  think  r  was  engaged,  andfo,  to  engage 
April  25.  themfelves  to  the  perfon  he  efpoufes,  which 
difappoints  me  in  ferving  the  perfon  re- 
commended  to  me  by   the   Princefs    of 
Wales. 

-  Mr.  Bance  has  juft  brought  Mr.  Tucker 
to  me,  who  defifts  from  his  engagement, 
but  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  now  too  late. 

26.  Went  to  town  about  the  fhip,  but  did 
no  good.  At  the  Houfe.  A  meflage  from 
the  Crown  to  the  Lords— then  a  mefiage 
from  the  Lords,  by  Maftefs  in  Chancery, 
to  the  Commons  to  continue  fitting  fome 
time— then  a  mcflagc  from  the  Crown  to 
the  Commons,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  1 
Exchequer,  recommending  the  frincefs 
of  Wdes  for  Regent,  with  fuch  limita- 
tions as  the  Houfes  fhall  think  proper- 
then  a  meflage  from  the  Lords,  by  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and 
the  Chief  Baron,  with  an  addrefs  of  thanks ; 
agreed  to  nem.  con. 


39-         Attended  the  levir— then  at  counciL 

Lord 
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Lord  Holdcrnefs    brought  over— for  the   1751. 
feals  as  I  fuppofe.     Earl  Harcourt  fworn  April  30. 
in.   Earl  of  Egremont  fworn  as  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Cumberland. 

At  the  Houfe.  Refolutions  to  pave  May  3. 
Pall  Mall  by  a  pound  rate :  Sir  Francis 
Dafhwood,  LordTrentham,  General  Ogle- 
thorpe and  I,  ordered  to  prepare  the  bill. 
Senfe  of  the  Houfe  taken,  if  the  young 
Prince  of  Wales's  new  fervants  ihould  be 
re-ele<3:ed  :  it  was  agreed,  not.  *  The  adt 
was  read ;  but  thofe,  who  feemed  to  favour 
a  re-eledlion,  forgot  to  call  for  the  war- 
rants, that  appointed  them  fervants  to  the 
Prince  :  by  whom  are  they  figned  ?  If  by 
the  King,  the  cafe  would  not  have  admit- 
teda  word  of  difpute.  The  perfons  con- 
Corned,  were  Lord  Down,  Gentlemen  of 
the  Bed-chamber;  Mr.  Selwyn,  fen.  Trea- 
furer ;  and  Mr.  Stone,  Sub-Governor. 

Saw  feveral  of  my  neighbours  about  the      6. 
pavement,  and  fent  them  away  pretty  well 
fatisfied. 

I  3  Went 
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X75'*  Went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The 
May  7.  regency  bill  brought  in  and  opened  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftlc.  Second  reading  to- 
morrow. Nothing  feid,  but  by  the  Bi- 
(hop  of  Worcefter,  who  moved,  that  it 
might  be  printed,  and  that  the  Lords  might 
have  time  to  confider  it,  between  the 
iecond  reading  and  committal.  The 
Duke  of  Newcaftlc  agreed  to  the  printing, 
and  it  paffed,  «pon  the  queftion  put.  In 
lefs  than  ten  minutes  after  the  queftion  WM 
parried,  the  Diike  got  up  and  feid,  that 
he  was  told  by  fome  of  the  Lords,  that  it 
was  very  improper  to  print  the  bill,  upon 
which  they  refolved  not  to  print  it^  and 
the  Biihop,  being  fupported  by  no  one 
Lord,  very  decently  offered  to  withdraw 
his  motion. — Surely,  it  was  too  late  after 
it  became  a  queftion,  vote^  and  agreed  to, 

|.  At  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     Regency  bill 

iread  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Frir 
day  :  pot  a  word  faid  againft  it, 

9,  Had  intelligence  that,  upon  a  meffagc 

from  the  Earl  of  Bath,  the  Princefs  had 

fignified 
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fignified  her  entire  approbation  of  this  1751- 
' bill .  I  had  much  confultation  what  was  May  9. 
to  be  done,  confidcring  how  many  fruit- 
lefs  pains  (as  it  now  appeared)  I  had  taken  to 
unite  and  form  a  party,  and  yet  no  fort 
of  concert  was  thought  upon,  even  in 
^thefe  great  points.  The  opinion  feemed 
to  be/ that  I  fhould  not  go  to  the  Houfe, 

Went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     They     10. 
-went  into  a  committee  upon  the  regency 
•bill.     The  claufe  for  ere<3:ing  the  council 
was  oppofedby  Earl  Stanhope  alone,  who 
faid  that  fuch  a  council  was  a  novelty,  and 
that  he  was  againft  it,  becaufe  he  thought 
it  iieS^necefTary,  till  he  heard  better  reafons 
given  for  it,    than  he  had,   as  yet,  heard. 
.  Nobody  anfwered,  or  fupported  him,  and 
-he.  gave  no  other  reafons.     So  the  claufe 
was  carried  by  a  divifion  of  92  againft  12. 
'When*  they  cameto  the  claufe  of  prolong- 
'ing  the  Parliament,  Lord  Talbot  flood  up, 
and-^eweid  the  weaknefs  of  the  Chancel- 
lor's arguments,  which  were  drawn  from 
-hiftory ;  and  then  faid,  the  prolonging  the 
Parliament  was  aa  invafion  of  the  people's 
I '4  rights. 
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^75^*  rights,  that  it  was  the  meaps  of  pcrpc- 
May  7.  tuating  a  corrupt  one,  and  was  one  of  thofe 
things  that  the  whole  legiflature  could  not 
do,  becaufe  they  could  have  no  legal  power 
to  do  it.  Lord  Granville  fpoke  warmly 
for  it,  as  the  beft  part  of  the  bill*  all  of 
which  he  approved  of  i  and  no  one  Lord 
feconded  or  fupported  Lord  Talbot. 

»i.  ,  I  communicated  to  Mr,  Ralph  my  pre- 
fent  refolution  of  no  more  meddling  with 
publick  affairs,  till  fome  party,  worth  ap- 
pearing with,  (hall  unite  in  the  fervice  of 
the  cpuntry, 

ij»  Dined  with  Sir  Francis  Dafliwood,  and 

the  other  gentlemen  concerned  about  the 
paving  bill.  J  did  not  go  to  the  Houfe, 
where  the  regency  bill  was  read  the  firft 
^ime.  Sir  Francis  came  home  and  ac- 
quainted me  that  nobody  hut  Mr,  Thomas 
Pitt  and  he  fppke  ^gainft  the  bilL  The 
Tories  totally  filent.  The  Court  for  it. 
Pr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Nugent  fpeaking  for  it. 
AH  the  Princefs's  and  late  Prince's  pourt 
for  itt 

.  Com- 
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Committee  of  the  regency  bill — the  i75i. 
claufe  cftablifhing  the  council  debated ;  May  16. 
oppofed,  in  a  very  fine  fpeech,  by  the 
Speaker.  Mr.  William  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox 
had  high  words,  though  they  were  both 
for  the  bill.  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  reftridions, 
left  the  next  Regent  (hould  claim  full 
powers,  if  the  Princcfs  fhould  die,  glancing 

.  at  the  Duke.  Mr.  Fox  alfo  for  them,  but 
defending. the  Duke.  They  replied  upon 
each  other  two  or  three  times,  but  Mr. 
Fox  did  not  vote  at  laft.     Mr.  Pitt  and 

.the  Grcnvilles  in  office  voted  for  the  bill, 
but  Lord  Cobham  fpoke  and  voted  againft 
it.  Thus  it  was  reported  to  me,  but  I 
was  not  there. 

They  went,  to  day,  in  the  Houfe,  upon      17. 
the  claufe  of  prolonging  the  Parliament. 
The  committee  fat  late.     No  concert  be- 
tween any  five  people,  as  I  am  told. 

Was  to  w^it  on  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,      22. 
to  thank  him  for  getting  me  permiffion  to 
drive  through  St.  James's  Park,  while  the 
King  is  at  Kenfington.     We  parted  very 

civilly. 
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J75K    cm%.     Paid  Lord  T  liliddlefex  146/.  for  a 
May  22.  fet  of  feven  of  the  Pri  ^  nce's  horfes. 

a3.  Went  to  Kenfing  .ton,  .and  kifled  the 
young  Prince  of  Wal  es's*  hand;  but  xlid  nit 
fee  the  King. 

z9.  Went  to  town,  to  return  by  water  witih 
the  Spanifh  and  Sardh  aian  miniAers,  MeSrs. 
Lafcaris,  St.Fiorent,  ,and  Lord3arrington. 
We  landed  at  Han imerfmith,  wiiere.we 
were  met  by  the  Marquis  de  Mirepoix, 
the  French  aaibafliidor,  Monf.  d?Ahreu, 
and  Lord  Afhburn  liam,  '.Wet^allidindd 
there, 

31.  At  the  Houfe  a  bout  the  paving  bill, 
which  was  read  a  ( &cond  time,^aQ:d  com* 
mitted  to  a  private  i  committee. 

June;.  At  43ie  Houfe.  "^ppoftcfd  Uie  paving 
bill  council,  and  :  jnuch  debate  againft  it. 
Carried  to  go  on  *with  tlie  amendments, 
but  forced  to  adjiouFn,fttithe*fiFft  amend- 
ment, becawfe  thtye  werdbttt.35flaeBfib€rs 
prefent. 

This 
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This  evening  Lord  Sandwich  received   1751^ 
hi^  letter  of  difnuffion-  jwe  «. 

Heard  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  refigned     ,  14. 
the  feals  of  Secretary^  this  morniog,  at 
Kenfington. 

Lord  Trentham  refigned  the  Admir dty,     15. 

Was  at  council  at  Kenfington.     Earl  of     17. 
Granville  fworn  in  as  Prefident. 

Lottl  Holdcrncfs  received  the  fcals  of     is. 
Secretary  this  morning* 

Lord  Hartington  introduced  into   the     19* 
Houfe  pf  LordSf     Made  Mafter  erf*  the 
Iforfe, 

At  council  at  Kenfington.  Earl  of  Hoi-  zu 
dernefs  fworn  firft,  as  a  counfellor,  and 
^bcn  as  Secretary  of  State,  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford and  Lond  Burleigh  took  the  oath  of 
office,  as  Lords  Lioitenants  of  Devonshire 
and  Rudaiidihire, 

I  wait-^ 
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liS^'        I  waited  on  the  Princefs  to  take  my 
June  25.  leave:  fhe  received  me  in  a  very  obliging 
manner.     The  Parliament  rofe. 

27.  This  qiorning  I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  inclofing  Colonel  Milles's  me- 
morial, who  is  in  the  Emperor's  fervice  as 
Duke  of  Tufcany.  The  memorial  fets 
forth,  that  the  Oftend  Company  bought 
two  fettlements,  Banquibuzar  and  Covelon, 
of  the  Mogul :  a  rebel  feized  the  province 
of  Bengal  in  1774,  and  took  Banquibuzar 
from  the  Emperor's  governor.  He  defires 
the  King  to  aflift  him,  either  in  retaking 
the  province,  with  the  confent  of,  and  for 
the  Mogul,,  or,  in  making  war  upon  the 
ufurper,  who  took  and.  ftill  retains  his 
forts.  He  fubmits  to  the  King,  entirely, 
the  ihare  and  difpofition  of  the  gains,  and 
the  plan  of  the  expedition. 

This  plan  was  attempted  about  fix  years 
ago,  and  coft  the  Emperor  15,000/.  and 
we  prevented  its  execution  at  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  Mr. 
Milles  affures  me   that    the  province   of 

Bengal 
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Bengal  is  the  richeft  in  the  known  world;  ^751- 
that  he  knows  where  to  lay  his  hands  on  June  27. 
fifty  millions  fterling  ;  that  he  can  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  it  with  1 500  men,  (and 
he  defigns  to  carry  no  more),  which  the 
Emperor  will  furnifh— all  that  he  demands 
of  us  is  fliipping,  and  ftores,  &Ci  enough 
to  carry  them,  to  be  added  to  the  three 
Ihips  which  the  Emperor  now  has,  and 
which  he  bought  for  this  expedition  be- 
fore, at  the  time  when  we  difappointed  it. 

Went  to  Eaftbury.  '  28. 

On  Wednefday  evening  the  Princefs  July  13. 
walked  in  Carleton  Gardens,  fupped  and 
went  to  bed  very  well :  fhe  was  taken  ill 
about  fix  o'clock  on  Thurfday  morning, 
and,  about  eight,  was  delivered  of  a  Prin- 
cefs. Both  well.  This  morning  died  the 
Duke  of  St.  Alban  at  London. 

TheWeftern  mail  robbed  near  Black-      31* 
water,  by  one  man,  about  one  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning.  .  . 


We 


J75'-  Wc  dined  at  Mr.  William  Churchiirs  ; 
AugiiA  9*  cooung  from  thence^  about  fix  o'clock^ 
from  a  caufeway  too  narrow^  in  Mr. 
Churchill's  aieadow,  cfdled  their  private 
road^  the  coach  was  overturned  into  rt  wet 
ditch  $  the  compsuiy,  particularly  thtj  gen- 
tlem^n>  were  very  wet>  and  if  there  hctd 
been  a  foot  ,mor^  of  w&te?,  they  ipuft  ail 
Iktve  been  fu0bcaled.  We  were  obK;^cd 
to  retufd  te  the  hf>\Jt&^  and  wt  pl:iyea  a(i 
cards  till  day-Ii^t. 

Scpt.4.       Returned  from  Eaftbury  tO  Hammer- 
fmith. 

8.  Ndwa  of  the  birth  of  aDufce  of  Bur- 

|;itndy.     Monf.  de  Mirepoi^mftd^  ajDul&e 
aad;Peer  of  France. 

28.  T&e:  Comte  de  Richeco«rt,  the  Eft^- 
peror's  minifter,  and  Colonel  MiUcs^  jcaoid 
here  in  the  morning,  to  talk  about  the 
exjpedition  to  B^^al.  I  wrDt6>  inittle- 
dktdy>'  an  account  of  .it  to  tJoe  <  Di^if^  of 
Newcaftle. 

Re- 


[    I  27    ] 

Received  a  very>    civil  letter  from  the   1751% 
Duke  ofNewcaftle,     about  the  expedition  oa.  i* 
to  Bengal. 

Waited  upon  th  e  Duke,  and  was  ireiy      2. 
kindly  received ;  hi  ^  told  me  all  that  had 
p^ed  about  Bengal^   and  put  the  evignt  upon 
the  confent  and  cc  mcurrence  of  t^Eaft 
India  Cohipany;     (  Ilalled  upon  Dr.  Lee>  ^ 

who  informed  me  tl  lat  the  gcatlemen,  ac* 
cufed  of  a  fecret  treat  y  with  the  late  Prince, 
had  put  it  inifluc  w  ith  the Kin]g,  th*4i4hc 
Prince;  aj^lied  to  tb  ^m,  and  tlwt  fhey  i  de- 
clined it,  and  refew  red  the  King  m  thd 
Princefs  for  the  tn  ith  of  their  aflertion. 
ThJsis  bold,  for  I i  know  the  aflcrtiaato 
be  faMc. 

Went  tor  waifl  on  V  he  Gotaite  de  Jtkhc-*  4- 
court,  and  the  Bi^ioj  3  of  Londdn*  Cok>-* 
nel  Milles  came,  to  ^  ;srhom  I  delivered  the 
Duk«  of  NeWt^ftle^s  direaion8,ttoat^if  he 
Would  confent  that  ]>  Ir.  Drafcer.aiiAAIdsar-* 
man  Baker,  of  the  ]  2aft  India  Company, 
fhould^afle  ieave-of  t ,  be  Court  of  Dite^rs 
to  receive  propofals  :  from  him,  they  were 

ready 
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f7S»*  ready  to  afk  it,  and  if  obtained,  to  enter 
oa.  4.  into  the  matter  with  him. 

»3»  News  of  the  death  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange. 

i4«  Waited  on  the  Princefs,  and  was  moft 
graciouily  received.  She  was  pleafed  to 
fend  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Prince  Ed- 
ward, and  the  Princefs  Augufb. 

«4.  Saw  Mr.  Dawkins's  drawings  of  the  an- 
tiquities, which  he  faw  in  the  Eafl ;  they 
are  exceedingly  fine  aini  curious. 

29*  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Prefident,  and  I, 
went  from  the  Cockpit  to  dine  with  the 
Lord  Mayor:  there  were  none  of  the  coun- 
cil, except  us  three.  Lord  Granville  and! 
went  together. 

30.  The  King's  birth-day.  The  drawing- 
room  in  weepers. 

Nov.  14.      Parliament  opened.     Lord  Downc  and  • 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Beauchamp,  prodtor,    moved   ijSi- 
and  feconded  the  addrefs.     No  oppofition  Nov.  14. 
to  it* 

The  account  which    Gary  brought  to      18. 
me,  I  think,  puts  an  end  to  the  Bengal 
expedition. 

At  .the  Houfe.     Order  to  commit  Mr*      20. 
Murray  to  Newgate  renewed. 

Laft  Saturday  the  Duke  of  Cumberland     ^'* 
had  a  bad  fall  from  his  horfe,  while  he  was 
hunting  at  Windfor. 

Went  to  council  at  St.  James's,  where     ^^* 
proclamation,  with  500/.  reward,  was  or- 
dered  for  apprehending  -  Mr.  Murray,  in 
.confequence  of  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe. 

,     This  day  died  Lord  Bolingbroke.  Dec.  12. 

Went  to  council,  where  the  truftees  for      19. 
Georgia  agreed  to  furrender  their  charter 
to  the  King,  abfolutely  and  uncondition- 
ally. 

K  Was 
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175^-       Was  to  wait  upon  the  Princefs  of  Wales. 
Dec.  21.  Received  in  a  manner  moft  remarkably 
kind  by  her  and  all  the  royal  childrea. 

175^'        Waited  upon  the  Princefs,  whofc  kind- 
Jaa.  I.   nefs  fcemed  to  encreafe  towards  me. 

26.  The  Solicitor  General,  With  other  com- 

pany, dined  with  me.  On  a  malicious 
report  that  I  had  forced  myfelf  upon  the 
late  Prince  of  Wales,  and  into  his  fervice, 
J  explained  the  whole  trdn£ai€don  to  the 
Solicitor  General,  and  produced  to  him, 
all  the  proper  vouchers  that  verified  it, 
ftep  by  ftep. 

3^.  Went  to  council,  where  Lord  Gxanvillp 

very  imprudently  drew  in  queftion  the  va-r 
lidity  of  the  French  treaty  of  conxmi^ce, 
making  the  goods  of  enemies  on  French 
bottoms  free  from  capture.  This  was, 
however,  left  undecided. 

Feb.  2.        Mr.  Furnefe  dined  with  me,   and  gave 
me  an  account  of  what  had  paffed  between 
h;m  and  the  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Mur- 
ray) 
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ray)  about  a  meffage  to  Mr.  Tucker,  by  1752. 
Mr,  Ellis,  from  Mr.^Pelham,  to  know  Feb.  z. 
what  was  to  be  done  on:  a  new  eledtion  at 
Weymouth,  pretending  that  the  chufing 
two,  at  his  nomination,  was  to  laft  always. 
The  Solicitor  General  entered  into  a  detaif 
of  my  affairs  with  much  affeftion  and 
warmth,  and  faid,  he  knew  there  was  not 
the  leaft  indifpofition  towards  me  in  the 
miniftry,  but  was  afraid,  that  the  King 
had  been  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  me 
perfonally :  that  he  would  take  it  upon 
him  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  proper  iffuey 
oneway  or  another ;  as  it  was  by  no  means 
fitting,  that  I  fhould  offer  or  aflc  for  any 
thing,  till  I  was  fure  of  being  well  received. 
He 'behaved  nobly,  and  like  a  friend.  The 
event  is  with  God. 

Went  to  council.    Gave  the  Solicitor      4* 
General  an  account  ip  writing,  of  the  whole 
proceeding  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  the  demand  of  100,000/.  per  ann.  in 
Parliament. 

Went  to  the  Cockpit  to  a  prize  caufe,      6. 
K  2  which 
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175^-  which  turned  upon  the  authenticity  of  the 
Feb.  6.  treaty  of  commerce  with  France ;  feveral 
Lords  (of  which  the  Lord  Prefident  was 
one)  doubted  of  its  being  in  force.  I  did 
not,  and  it  was  at  laft  decided  by  virtue  of 
that  treaty.  We  ended  that  long  difpute 
of  General  Anftruther  and  Minorca,  by 
referring  th«  cofts  and  damages  he  is  to 
pay,  to  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls  and  Gene- 
ral Bland. 

'9-  Mr.  Furnefe  called  on  me.      He  had 

/een  the  Solicitor  General,  who  had  in- 
formed him,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft 
indifpofition  in  the  Pelhams,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  a  willingnefs  to  live  well  with 
me.  That  they  faid,  it  would  not  be  im- 
poffible  to  remove  the  ill  impreffions  made 
upon  the  King,  but  it  required  a  little 
time,  &c.  If  they  removed  the  Pitts,  &c. 
then  it  might  be  eafy. 


10. 


Mr.  Ellis  was  with  me :  he  introduced 
the  talk  of  his  eledion  on  a  new  Parlia- 
ment. I  told  him,  that  I  thought  my 
behaviour,  both  publick  and  private,  even 

in 
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in  oppofition,  never  could  have  given  juft  1752- 
caufe  of  offence  to  the  Pelham^,  or  could  Feb.  lo, 
have  ihewn  any  indifpofition  to  live  per- 
fonally  vsrell  with  them :  that,  as  I  was, 
now,  entirely  free  from  engagements,  I  was 
fincerely  defirous  of  Mr.  Pelham's  favour 
and  friendfhip,  if  he  would  accept  of  my 
friendfliip  and  attachment :  if  then,  he 
would  accept  of  my  fervices,  he  might, 
upon  proper  conditionsj  command  my  in- 
tereft,  and  in  that  cafe,  nobody  would  be 
more  welcome  to  me  at  Weymouth,  than 
he,  Mr.  Ellis.  That  this  was  in  Mr. 
Pelham's  breaft,  who  beft  knew  his  own 
difpofition,  but  that  mine  was  entirely 
inclined  to  be  his  friend  and  fervant,  upon 
proper  conditions.  This  of  proper  conditions^ 
was  frequently  repeated,  and  Mr.  Ellis  de- 
fired  to  obferve,  that  there  was  neither  pro- 
mife  nor  engagement, 

Saw  the  Solicitor  General  by  appoint-  is* 
ment,  and  found  his  report  much  lefs  fa- 
vourable than  Mr.  Furnefe  underftood  it. 
That  the  Pelhams  were  very  well  difpofed 
to  me,  but  that  the  King  was  fo  much 
K  3  pre- 
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'75^  pfcjudiccd  againft  mc  by  former  mifrcpre- 
Feb.  15.  fentations,  that  he  feared  they  could  anfwer 
for  nothing,  &c.  So  we  parted^  I  taking 
it  for  a  thing  entirely  broken  off,  but  he 
faying,  that  he  did  not  yet  fee  it  in  that 
light. 

zo.         Waited  on  the  Princefs,   and  was  very 
gracioufly  received. 

March  3.      The  King's  birth-day  kept.     I  was  at 
court. 

jj.  I  waited  on  the  Princefs.     A  chapter  of 

the  Garter.  Prince  Edward,  the  Stadr 
holder,  the  Earls  of  Lincoln,  Winchelfea, 
and  Cardigan  eledted. 

J  8.  Went  to  council,  on  the  particular 
caufe  of  a  prize  taken  from  the  Spa- 
niards by  Admiral  Knowles,  the  3d  of 
September,  1748,  in  America,  It  turned 
upon  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  for 
hoftilities  ceafing  in  thofe  parts,  which 
were  fixed  by  the  preliminaries  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  (which  refers  to  the  treaty  of 
'     ' Wr 
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fufpcnikm  between  us  and  France,  1712)  1752- 
and  uhe  proclamations^  here,  and  other  Ma^  i8. 
aidts  of  ftate,  there— I  delivered  my  opini- 
on, at  large,  for  reftitution.  The  Xords 
took  a  further  day  to  give  judgment,  but 
the  majority  feem  to  be  with  me,  and  I 
thinks  it  muft  be  fo  decided. 

A  caufe  on  a  capture  by  Admiral  Griffin  19. 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  commonly  called  the 
Lafcar's  caufe.  The  claim  againft  it  ap- 
peared to  be  a  manifeft  forgery  and  was  re- 
jcdledf  and  the  prize  muft  be  adjudged  to 
the  captors  when  we  next  meet. 

Went  to  council  at  St,  James's— The      30. 
King  declared  the  Regency,  as  ufual,  and 
die  Councellors  took  leave  and  kifled  his 
hand.     The  King  fct  out,  about  four,  the 
following  morning  for  Harwich. 

This  morning  my  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  April  9. 
Scropc,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 

Confulted  the  Speaker  about  Dr.  Thom-      i^. 
fon's  privilege. 

K  4  Went 


1752.  Went  to  town  to  attend  Dr.  Thomfon's 
April  17.  aftjon  of  defamation  againft  Saxon  the 
apothecary,  at  the  King's  Bench. — Began 
at  fix,  ended  at  nine. — Evidences,  fpeaking 
to  the  Dodor's  ikill  and  reputation,  were 
the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  Earl  of  Middlefex, 
Mr.  Levifon,  Sir  Francis  Daihwood,  Sir 
Francis  Eyies,  Mr:  Drax  and  myfelf.  He 
carried  his  caufe  and  the  jury  gave  20/. 
damages. 


21. 


At  council — the  Solicitor  General  told 
me  he  had  fpoken  to  Mr.  Pelham,  as  from 
himfelf/ — that  there  was  a  real  good-will 
and  defire  to  take  me  with  them,  but  that 
they  had  fears  to  engage  me,  leaft  they,  pn 
their  part,  fhould  not  be  able  to  fulfil 
their  engagements.  That  they  were  afraid 
of  the  King,  and  of  the  party  (the  old 
Walpolians)  nick  named  the  Black-tan, 
&c.  The  Solicitor  advifed  me  by  all 
means  to  fee  Mr.  Pelham,  and  that  Iftiould 
meet  with  a  friendly,  confidential  recep- 
tion, &c.  &c.  This  is  nothing,  but  obli- 
ges me  to  fee  him. 

Saw 
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Saw  Mr.  Pelham,  by  appointment,  In  ^75^1. 
Arlington  Street— I  began  by  telling  him,  ^^YS^- 
that  the  applications  I  had  received  from 
Mr.  Ellis  about  his  eleftion  at  Wey- 
mouth, I  confidered  as  giving  me  handle 
to  wait  upon  him ;  for  I  was  come  to  oiier 
him,  not  only  that,  but  all  the  fervices  in 
my  power,  and  that  I  was  authorifed  to  fay 
the  fame  from  all  my  friends.  He  faid,  he 
ihould  willingly  embrace  it,  w'ere  it  not 
for  fear,  that  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  ful- 
fil what  he  wiihed  to  do,  on  his  part,  I 
aiked,  whether  he  would  admit  of  a  confi- 
dential converfation- — he  faid,  he  could 
have  no  reafon  to  wifh  any  other,  and  that 
what  Ellis  had  faid,  was  from  him,  and 
was  meant  to  produce  fuch  a  converfation. 
I  then  aiked  him,  if  there  was  any  real 
inclination,  in  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and 
him,  to  accept  of  us  into  their  friend- 
fhip  and  protedtion,  if  objections  could  be 
removed ;  for  that  I  knew  the  different  fa- 
cility of  removing  them,  when  there  was 
a  little  good-will  at  the  bottom,  and  when 
it  was  the  work  of  importance,  only— he 
would  obferve,  that  I  did  not  arrogate  im- 
portance, 
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1752.  portancc,  but  if  I  had  it,  I  would  accept  of 
Way  5.  nothing  that  was  only  owing  to  that— that, 
at  my  time  of  life,  nothing  would  tempt 
me  to  come  into  any  Court,  upon  the  foot 
of  force  and  intrufion.  That  I  faid  this, 
to  explain  to  him,  that  I  defired  to  live 
with  him,  and  his,  as  their  attached  friend 
and  fervant ;  that  I  defired  no  rank  which 
could  juftly  cjeate  envy  in  my  equals,  t)f 
any  fort  of  power  that  might  occafion  fuf- 
picion  in  my  fuperiors.  Refer ving  only, 
that,  if  he  gave  me  a  mufket,  and  ordered 
me  to  a  poft,  I  fhould  certainly  fire. 
That,  if  clouds  ihould  arife,  I  was  not  a- 
fraid  at  all,  to  meet  the  great  geniuf^s  now 
on  the  ftage.  Mr.  Pelham  faid,  that  there 
were  real  good  wiflies  and  good- will,  and 
for  nobody  more ;  but  how  to  put  .them 
in  execution  was  what  hindered  him  from 
faying  all  he  wifhed — that  there  were  dif- 
ficulties, and  great  ones,  with  the  King, 
on  account  of  my  quitting  his  fervice  for 
the  Prince's,  &c.  I  replied,  that  I  was  a-^ 
ware  of  fuch  a  prejudice;  but  that  I  be^ 
lieved,  when  itwasreprefented  to  the  King, 
and  by  him  as  his  opinion,  that  I  could  be 

of 
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6f  feme  utility  to  his  Majefty's  fervicc,  by  175^ 
my  own  and  by  the  weight  of  my  friends,  May  5. 
particularly  in  chufing  feveral  members^ 
it  would  be  the  means  of  removing  all  pre- 
judices. For  that,  though  I  knew  that  no 
pains  bad  been  ipared  to  make  him  (Mr* 
Pelham)  believe  the  contrary,  yet  I  did  a- 
fure  him^  as  a  gentleman  and  his  fervant, 
that  the  intereft  of  Weymouth  was  wholly 
in  Mr.  Tucker  and  me :  that  in  the  coun- 
try it  was  impoflible  to  chufe  one  member 
againft  us,  at  leaft,  without  the  utmoft  vi- 
olence :  that^  indeed,  he  could  give  us  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  there,  and,  I  owned, 
Cduld  chufe  any  four  he  pleafed  (by  peti- 
tion) at  Weftminfter.  But  that,  I  knew, 
it  was  not  in  his  temper,  and  I  could  not 
think  it  was  for  his  intereft  to  have  re* 
courfe  to  flagrant  adls  of  violence,  to  chuie 
two  members  (which  was  the  moft  he  pre- 
tended to,)  when  he  .might  have  all  four, 
and  ine  too,  without  any  violence  at  all. 

Mr.  Pelham  did  not  pretend  to  fet  up 
txiy  right  of  the  court,  or  that  they  defign- 
fd  to  make  ufe  of  any  force  againft  me, 

but 
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1752-  but  faid,  to  be  fure,  what  I  had  hinted 
May  J.  mull  be  the  way,  that  he  muft  take  to- 
wards the  King,  and  that  he  would  truly 
tell  me  all  that  he  knew  about  the  King's 
prejudice  againft  me — that  his  Majefty 
was  angry  at  my  quitting,  though  he  re- 
ceived it  better  than  he  expedteJ,  as  he 
had  told  me  before:  but  at  niy  going  into 
the  Prince's  fervice  afterwards,  the  King 
broke  out  and  faid  to  him,  here  is  a  fine 
end  of  civilities ;  here  is  Dodington,  you 
made  me  give  him,  the  other  day,  a  great 
employment,  and,  now,  he  has  thrown  it 
at  your  head,  and  is  gone  over  to  my  fon, 
and  beiides,  a  nominal  place  is  made  for 
him,  to  give  him  a  pretence  of  putting, 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  m^afures,  and 
more  to  this  purpofe^ — after  this,  upon  my 
coming  to  Kenfington,  on  a  Sunday,  fome 
time  after  the  Prince's  death,  the  King 
faid,  I  fee  Dodington  here  fometimes, 
what  does  he  come  for  ?  to  which  Pelham 
replied,  that  he  did  not  know,  indeed,  but 
he  did  not  believe  that  I  had  any  particular 
views,  becaufe  he  had  never  had  the  leaft 
hint  of  any ;   which,  if  I  had  formed  any^ 

he 


[     HI     ]     . 

he  thought,  he  fhould,  fooner  than  another  »75^- 
have  heard  of  them  from  the  long  acquaint-  ^^ay  5. 
ance  between  us :  that,  he  was  fure,  my 
coming  to  court  was  to  fhew  my  duty, 
and  that  I  defired  to  live  in  his  favour, 
and,  he  fuppofed,  that  I  might  wifli  for 
his  (Pelham's)  protedion  and  defire  to 
come  into  his  fervice  :  but  that  was  guefs 
only — the  King  replied,  no,  there  has  been 
top  much  of  that  already— and  that  the 
i:onverfation  did  not  end  well.  That  he 
would  tell  me  the  bottom  of  all  his  poli- 
ticks and  his  brother's  too,  for  they  muft 
in  the  end  be  the  fame,  and  th^t  was,  to 
chufe  a  new  Parliament,  that  fhould  be  all 
of  a  piece,  fuch  a  one,  as  might  ferve  the 
King  if  he  lived,  and  be  fteady  to  put  the 
young  King  in  the  right  way,  if  the  old 
.one  died: — -.that  he  meant  a  thorough 
Whig  Parliament;  for  when  there  were 
factions,  though  a  wife  man  was  obliged 
to  avail  himfelf  of  them,  as  well  as  he 
xould,  yet  thfey  v/ere  not  defirable,  nor 
what  he  meant,  but  he  wifhed  to  have  a 
thorough  Whig  Parliament  all  of  a  piece 
,1  replied,  that  I  approved  of  what  he  faid, 

and 
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1752-  and  thought,  that  the  offers  I  now  made 
May  5*  him,  from  myfelf  and  friends,  might  con- 
tribute to  facilitate  that  end — he  faid,  it 
was  for  that  end,  that  he  told  it  to  me. 
That  they  were,  now,  without  competition, 
as  well  with  the  King  as  they  could  pofG- 
bly  hope  for :  but  that  he  was  not  fo  weak 
as  to  imagine  that  it  depended  upon  any 
thing  but  the  eafe  they  procured  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  carrying  on  his  fervice :  that  the 
King's  temper  was  to  be  ob&rved  and  com- 
plied with,  &c.  &c. 

That,  upon  the  prefent  fubjedt,  he  him- 
fclf  was  moft  lincere  and  defirous  to  effeft 
it,  and  would  do  his  beft,  and  he  was  fure 
his  brother  would  do  fo  too,  and  that  he 
would  write  to  him  in  conformity.  That^ 
as  to  borough  matters,  when^he  was  pref- 
fed  about  Weymouth  (as,  to  be  fure,  both 
of  us  muft  exped,)  he  thought  the  beft 
language  he  could  hold  was,  that  he  and  I 
lived  very  well  together,  and  that  he  had 
no  room  to  think,  that  any  thing  would  b« 
done  there,  that  would  be  diiagrceable  or 

differs 
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differviceable  to  him ;  and   that  I  fliould    1751* 
4eal  in  the  fame  general  terms,  &c.  May  5^ 

I  faid,  that,  as  to  quitting  the  King's  fef- 
vice,  I  did  not  do  it  by  any  cotxvpsi£t  with 
the  Prince,  that  it  was  full  four  months 
after,  before  his  Royal  Highnefs  made  me 
any  offers,    and  he  then  did   it  in  /uch 
a  manner,  that  left  me  no  option  to  rc^ 
fofc,    without    offending  him   for  ever. 
That  Mr.  Solicitor  General  Murray  knew 
this ;    and  that  I  had  living  and  written 
evidence  to  prove  it  inconteftably.     Since 
I  came  into  the  Prince's  fervice,  I  could 
appeal  to  him^  whether  my  behaviour  was 
not  entirely  calculated  to   ibftch^  rather 
than  to  inflame,  even  to  the  lofa  of  my  fa«> 
vonr^  whether;,  when  the  little,  incendiary 
fyAcm  prevailed,  by  which  alone  many  of 
cboie  about  his  Royal  Highnefs's  perfoa 
could  ever  be  of  any  fignificance,  I  did  not 
endeavour  to  check  it,  and  when  I  could 
not,  did  not  abfent  myfelf  from  the  Houfe, 
rather  than  take  a  part  or  countenance  it. 
But,  however,  I  defired  the  King  lliould 
know,  that  I  would  not  juftify  with  my 
Sovereign  and  my  matter,  but  fubmittcd 

myfelf 
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1752.    myfelf  to  think  that  I  was  to  blame,  fincc 
^^ay  S-  he  was  difpleafed,    and   that   I   therefore 
humbly  begged  pardon,  which  was  all  in 
my  power  to  do,  except  to  fhew  him,   by 
my   future  fervices,    that   I   deferved  it. 
That  this,  with  the  intereft  I  could,  and 
was  willing  to  center  in  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice,  I  thought,  might  be  fufficient  to  re- 
move objections,  (which  had  in  reality  no 
foundation)     efpecially,    when   conveyed 
through  foable,  fo powerful,  and,  I  truilcd, 
fo  friendly  a  channel.     That,    upon  the 
whole,    he  might  fee,  and,   I  meant,   he 
fhould,  that  I  was  very  defirous  this  event 
fhould  take  place,  from  a  fincerc  wifh  to 
attach  myfelf  to  him,  and  to  end  my  life 
with  thofe,  with  whom  I  began  it.     That 
I  was  defirous  to  ferve  my  country,  and 
chofe  to  do  it  with  the  good  liking  of  the 
King — but  if  his  Majefty  fhould  fhut  up 
that  way,   that  then  I  muft  endeavour  to 
do  it  by  fuch  ways  as  fhould  offer  in  the 
courfe  of  things.     Mr.   Pelham  renewed 
the  afTurances  of  his  fincere  wiflies  anden^ 
deavours,  in  a  very  decent  manner,  and  ad- 
ded, that  he  was  reflrained  froni  faying 

what 
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what  he  wifiied,  out  of  the  regard  he  owed    1752. 
me,  not  to  fay  any  thing  he  was  not  fure   May  5, 
to  perform,  and  concluded,   by  inviting 
Jbimfdf   in   a    moft    gentlenianlike    and 
obliging  nianner,.  to  Hammer fmith. 

.    Went  to  the  Speaker's  in  Surry,  with      •• 
Mr.  Chamberlayne,.  about  Dr.  Thomfon's 
moft  difagreeable  affair. 

Sir  Francis  Dafhwodd  dined  with  me,      M« 
And  I  communicated  to  him  what  had  paA 
fed  between  Mr.  Pelham  and  me ;    I  of *- 
fered  him  to  be  of  the  party,  but  he  de-* 
clined  it. 

Prince  of  Wales's  birth-day.    I  went  to      24. 
St.  James's.     Great  court,  but  not  in  new 
cloathes. 

^    Dined  With  me.  Lord  Lincoln,  Meffrs.      as- 
Pelham,  Vane  and  fon.  Solicitor  General, 
and  Furnefe.     Much  wine,  and  as  much 
good  humour  as  I  ever  met  with ;  both 
lafted  tjll  almoft  eleven  o'clock. 

L  Dined 
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1753^*        IMned  art  Lord  Lincoln's  with  Mr.  Pfel^ 
May  3t.  hatti,  &c,— ^fbdd  kte. 

Jane  7.       Dined  With  Mt.  Pcfliam  at  Eflicr.  Mucli 
drink  and  good  humour. 

i».  At  the  Codkpit :    a  tcwiplaitit  by  Mr. 

WeT}b  againft  Mr.  William  Bharpe,  For 
taking  exorbitant  fees. 

«6.  Went  to  attcttd  for.  "t^hbrnfon'^  wufe. 
The  court  would  not  enter  into  prooft 
whether  he  was,  or  wa^/not,  my  fervant. 

21.  I  went  to  Mr.  Ofwald's.     He  exprefed 

much  aiFedion  and  attachment  towards  me: 

23*  Went  to  the  Cockpit.  Mr.  Webb -s  acctt- 
fation  of  Mr.  William  Sharpe,  for  taking 
three  guineas,  as  a  council  fee,  in  every 
.prize  caufe,  from  the . gainer ^mly,  heard; 
and  adjudged  to  be  falfe,  groundlefs,  and 
malicious. 

27.  Mr.  VerchaiFelts  dined  here,  and  I  paid 

him  100/.  in  part,  for  his  ftatue. 

Went 
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Went  to  towh  to  meet  Lord  Middlcfex  i7sa. 
and  Counfellor  Forrefter*  Lord  Middle-  July  6. 
fex  gave  me  full  power  to  make  his  fub- 
miffion,  and  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  him 
to  his  father.  Owen  tried,  and  acquitted, 
for  publiihing  Mr.  Murray's  cafe.  This 
is  the  third  great  cafe,  where  the  juries 
have  infifted  on  judging  the  matter  of  law, 
as  well  as  of  fad.  The  firfl:  was  of  Bufhell, 
the  Quaker,  reported  by  Lord  Chief  Juf* 
ticc  Vaughan  :  the  fecond,  was  that  of  th6 
Bifliops  in  the  reign  of  James  the  JId*. 

\  waitied  on  the  Duke  of  Dorfet.  I  ?• 
cho&  to  put  the  queftion  to  him  hypothe-^ 
tically ;  if  his  fon  fhould  throw  himfelf 
at  bis  feet,  and  declare  an  unreferved  fub- 
miflion  and  forrow  for  what  is  paft^ — what 
would  he  do  ?  He  was  much  moved.  I 
dcfired  he  would  not  anfwer  me  then,  as 
I  had  no  commifHon  to  demand  it,  but 
that  he  would  confider  of  it,  becaufe,  as^ 
the  family  were  to  come  to  me  at  Eaft- 
bury,  if  I  fliould  receive  fuch  commiffion, 
I  fliould  think  it  vay  duty  both  to  him 
L  2  aiid 
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1752.    and  his  fon,  to  lay  it  plainly  before  him, 
July  7.   if  it  fhould  be  full  and  ample,  as  it  ought 
to  be. 

1$.  I  went  early  to  town  to  take  my  leave 

of  Mr.  Pelham.  After  a  little  general 
converfation/  I  rofc  to  go  away,  and 
faid  that  the  Solicitor  General  had  told 
me,  that  it  was  not  only  his  own,  but  Mr. 
Pelham's  opinion,  that  nothing  of  our  af- 
fair fliould  be  broken  to  the  King,  till  his 
return  from  Hanover ;  and,  therefore,  I 
afked  him  no  news.  He  replied,  it  was 
their  opinion — that  he  had  treated  .mc 
with  the  utmoil:  fincerity,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  do  fo-^that  he  fincerely  wifhed 
the  thing,  and  would  do  every  thing  to 
bring  it  about — that  all  reafons  were  for 
it — -that  he  had  told  me  the  peculiarity  of 
temper,  the  prejudices,  &c.  that  made 
things  difagreeable,  but  that  he  would  do 
his  beft.  I  replied,  that,  cohfidering  the 
name  he  bore,  I  could  have  no  doubt  of 
his  fincerity,  and  therefore  would  patient- 
ly wait  the  event.  But  that  I  thought, 
when,  through  a  canal  fo  favourable,  the 

King 
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King  was  informed  that,  when  I  quitted   17 S^* 
his  fervice,  it  was  not  by  a  bargain  to  en-r  J«ly  15* 
ter  into  the  Princess,  and  that  I  never  made 
the  Prince  any  propofition  at  all — that  it 
was  more  than  four  months  after  my  quit- 
ing,  that  the  Prince  miade  me  any.   When 
his  Majefty  is  defired  to  refle<a,  how  much, 
when  I  came  into  the  Prince's  fervice,  I 
endeavoured  to  bring  a  little  temper  and 
moderation  into  it,  and  when  I  could  not 
fucceed  in  that,   I  would  not.fupport  the 
incendiary  part,  and  therefore  did  not  go 
^t'o  the  Houfe.     That  the  Princefs,  the 
, Solicitor  General,  and  other  living  wit- 
^nefles,  which  I  could  produce,  knew  the 
.firft,  and  that  I  could  appeal  to  himfelf 
(Pelham)  for  the  truth  of  the  laft.     But^ 
fetting  all   this.afide,   when  his  Majefty 
fhould  be  informed  that  I  would  not  juf- 
,  tify  agai-nft  my  King  and  my  mafter.   That, 
lince  he  was  difpleafed,  I  was  willing  to 
:  think  myfelf  to  blame,  and  humbly  to  de- 
mand his  pardon,  affuring  him  that  roy 
future  fervices  fhould  deferve  it.     Here  I 
defired  him.  to  obferve  that,  when  a  gen- 
tleman a(ks  pardon,  he  is  with  us  entitled 
L  3  to 
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'75^*  to  it,  and  it  was  what  I  would  not  do,  whcft 
July  15,  J  was.  in  the  right,  to  any  fubjcft  in  the 
world,  or  to  any  Priqcc,  but  himfclf; 
When  his  Majeily  was  aflured  that  I  was: 
capable  of  facilitating  his  affairs,  and  that 
his  chief  fervants  wcrt  defirous  of  ireceiv? 
jng  me — ->^   ■■" 

.  If  ajl  this,  reprefented  by  thofe  he  did^ 
^nd  ought  chiefly  to  rely  on,  would  not  do, 
I  hoped  Mr.  felham  would  think,  that  I 
had  difcharged  my  humble  duty  to  his 
Majefty,  and  fhewed  how  defirous  I  Wa«, 
of  paffing  the  reft  of  my  life  with  him, 
and  under  his  protedion  1  for,  I  thought, 
J  had  faid  and  done  as  much  as  any  man 
of  honour  pould  do,  or  fay,  and  had  gone 
9S  far  as  was  pofSble,  Mr.  Pejham  faid, 
that,  he  underftood  me  perfeftly  well,  that 
he  wjfhed  the  thing  cordially,  and  would, 
do  all  imaginable  juftice  and  leave  nothing, 
in  his  power,  unattempted  to  perfuade  thte 
|Cing — that,  in  Aort,  he  had  explained  to 
rne  the  bottom  of  his  politicks— that  Ke 
had  a  great  regard  for  all  Europe,  but 
4id  PPt  troubl?  himfclf  wwh  about  it-^ 

that 
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that  his  concern  was  to  keep  things  qq  t   ^75^ 
right  foot  at  home-~that  if  the  King  was  Jd/  15* 
wiUing  to  arrondir  his  affairs,  ^nd  let  them 
gpt  together,  as  many  ajS  they  could  o 
ihofe,  who  could  heft  contribute  toward? 
it,  in  order  to  go  on  as. he  was  bred  up, 
at^d  fuffeif  them  to  endeavour  to  have  ^ 
thorough  Whi§  Parliapaeut  chofen,  which 
OTo^ld  make  the  remans  of  his  Maj?fty'§ 
|ife  eafy,  and  would  fettle  the  young  Princi? 
jipon  the  throne,  fo  as  to  fecure  him  ^ 
profpeft  of  a  prpfperous  r?ign.      If  they 
would  let  him  do  this,  he  was  at  their  fer-r 
vice  ;  if  iipt,  he  could  be  contented  to  be 
a  private  man  as  v^ell  a$  another — not  that 
hecpmplaiue4  of  the  King,  &c.  In  (hprt, 
here  he  fpoke  a  litjtle  P^lhgim,  but  intellir 
gible  enough  to  thofe  yhp  are  acquainted 
with  the  language. 

We  parted  very  kindly. 

By  the  Princefs's  coainiigids  I  paiTed  the      16. 

.day  with  her  at  Kew.  J  atrriyed  th^re  about 

eleven  in  thepiorning„and  we  paffed  two  or 

three  hours  together.  Alone,  ki  the  gardens. 

L  4  I  in- 
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175^*  I  informed  her,  by  her  order,  ©fthc  ftate 
July  i6.  of  the  Irifli  affairs,  which  had  made  fo 
much  noife.  She  afked  me  about  a.report 
fhe  had  heard  concerning  a  reconciliation 
between  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  and  Lord 
Middlefex.  I  faid,  it  would  be  impradt- 
cable,  unlcfs  Lord  Middlefex  would  en- 
tirely fubmit  to  his  father;  and  even  then; 
his  behaviour  had  made  th^,  wound  fo 
deep,  that  I  could  not  be  anfwerable  what 
the  Duke  would  do.  She  feemed  defirous 
of  it,  and  wiflied  I  would  try.  I  told 
her  that,  as  Lord  and  Lady  Middlefex 
were  to  be  ^vith  me,  in  the  country,  I 
would  fee  what  his  Lordfhip  could  be 
brought  to,  for  from  thence  only  it  could 
move,  if  at  all.  I  opened  myfelf  no  far- 
ther to  her.  We  came  in,  an  hour  before 
dinner.  I  dined  at  the  Bed-chamber  wo*- 
man's  table^  where  was  Mr,  Creflcti  who 
behavdd  very  courteoufly  to  me,  and  is  a 
very  knowing  man.  After  dinner,  her 
Royal  Highncfs  fent  for  me :  we  walked 
round  Richmond  Gardens  :  (he  was  at- 
tended by  the  Ladies  Augufta  and  Eliza- 
beth,   Meffirs.  Creffet    and    Bludworth. 

When 
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When  we  returned,  fhe  ordered  me   to    ^75^* 
come  in  with  her :  we  fat  down,  and  fhe*  July  i6. 
turned  the  difcourfe  upon  the  miniftry. 
I  foon  perceived  flie  had  heard  fomething 
of  the  late  correfpondence  between   Mr. 
Pclham  and  me ;  I  therefore   thought  it 
fit  to  tell  her  that,  from  an  opportunity 
which  had  arifen  from  them,  I  bad  lately 
renewed  my  correfpondence  with  them, ' 
and  that  I  had  taken  occafion  to  tell  them, 
that  I  was  defirous  of  ending  my  life,  in 
quiet, 'with  thofe  with  whom  I  had  began 
it,  and  whom  Imoft  efteemed,  &c.    That 
they  received  my  offers  of  friendftiip  very 
civilly,  and  feemed  defirous  of  receiving  me ; 
but  that  they  apprehended  the  prej  udices  of 
the  Kingagainft  me,  from  the  honour  I  had 
of  belonging  to  the  Prince,  &c.    That  the 
anfwcr  I  made,   was  that  my  inclinations 
were  finjpere,  as,  I  fuppofed,   their  kind 
^acceptance   was  alfo ;    and  that,  for   the 
reft,  I  muft  leave  it  to  them.     I  then  put 
her  in  mind,  that  I  never  afked  any  thing 
of  his   Royal  Highnefs ;     that  he  never 
promifed  any  thing  to  me,  till  four  months 
after  I  had  quitted  my  employment  j  and 

that 
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I7S*-  that  I,  then,  teftificd  kny  furprifc  to  her, 
Joiyi^.and  acquainted  her  with  all  that  pafled^ 
She  faid,  (he  remembered  it  very  well.  I 
then  reminded  her,  how,  from  my  appear* 
ance  as  a  fervant  at  Cliefden,  I  formed  $ 
plan  of  temper  and  moderation :  that, 
knowing  her  right  way  of  thinking,  I 
ventured  to  communicate  the  plan  to  her, 
and  beg'd  her  protection,  in  the  execution, 
of  it,  even  before  we  returned  to  town*-^ 
that  I  always  had  perilled  in  it,  and 
never  would  engage  in  any  other.  She 
replied,  it  was  very  true ;  flie  was  a  very 
good  witnefs  of  it,  and  would  always  af* 
fert  it,  &c.  I  afked  leave  to  wait  on  her 
at  Kew,  if  fhe  fhould  be  there  at  my  re- 
turn, which  fhe  gave  me  in  a  very  obliging 
manner,  and  then  I  came  home  to  Hamr 
merfmith  by  ten  at  night. 

ao.  At  half  paft  three,  without  going  tf 

bed,  Mrs.  Dodington  and  I  fet  out  in  ouf 
poft-chaife  for  Eaftbury,  whore  we  arri- 
ved the  fame  day,  at  fix  in  the  afternoon. 

Sept.  15.   ,  Meflrs.  Dodington,  Ralph,  and  I  went 

to 
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to  Poole,  to  poUibr  a  Sheriff  and  Mayojc*   175a* 
We  lof):  both  eledtions,  and  I  think  Mn  Sept.  1  j« 
Trcnchard's  eleftion  in  danger. 

We  returned  to  Hammerfmith.  16. 

Went  to  Mr.  Pelham's.  He  gave  me  as. 
«&  account  of  Earl  Poulett's  correfpon- 
dence  with  him^  about  the  vacancy  at 
Bridgewater.  I  mentioned,  that  I  had 
written  to  his  Lordfhip,  to  make  it  a 
means  of  reconciling  the  family.  He 
fcemed  much  indifpofed  towards  Mr.  Verc* 
There  was  company,  and  fo  we  could  not 
talk  fully.  At  council,  there  was  nothing 
to  do  but  to  p^'orogue  the  Parliament,  and 
iffue  a  proclamation  for  a  Scotch  Peer,  on 
^jthc  death  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon. 

Went  to  town  to  mti^t  the  Duke  of  oa.  u 
Dorfet.  J  made  his  fon's  Aibmiffions  to 
him,  and  endeavouf'ed  to  procure  a  full 
Teconciliation.  We  had  a  long  conffe- 
Tence.  He  alledged  the  linaAy^  almoft  un« 
-pardonable  provocations^  which  I  know 
to  bfe  tnie;  4*11  <$id  not  abfoktely  Tefufe 

to 
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1752.  to  fot-givc  him.     He  boggled  much  at  the 
Oa.  2.  freeing  his  ion  from  his  debts,  and  faid, 
that  nothing  but  his  diftreffes  drove  him 
to  think  of  his  duty,    and  therefore,  he 
expected  fome  aftions,  to  convince  him  of 
his  fincerity.     To  this  I  faid  that,  as  to 
enumerating  provocations,  I  thought  our 
moft  rational  point  was  to  look  forreafoRS 
to  forgive,  inilead  of  materials  to  continue 
the  quarrel.  '  That  as  to  paying  the  debts> 
I  wifhed  it  was  come  to  that,  for  I  could 
make  that   circumftance  very  pradticable. 
As  to  the  motives  of  his  fon's  repentance, 
I  allowed  them  ^  but  he  mufl:  allow  that 
they  were,  too  often,  the  fame  with  thofc 
of  us  all  to  our  common  father,  to  whom 
we  were  more  obliged,  than  we  could  be 
to  our  natural  parent — That  God  accepted 
our  repentance,  though  grounded  on.dif- 
trefs :  fhould  we  then  refufe  it  when  offered 
to  us  ?    As   to  anions,  what  fhould  they 
be  ?-^would  he  pleafe  to  fubfcribe.    This 
was  matter  of  fome  difficulty ;  and  as  the 
converfation  had  been  very  long,  we  agreed 
to  meet  again,  to  confider  if  any  tem- 
perament can  be  found.     I  greatly  doubt 

it: 


[     M7    }  . 

it :  but  if  Lord  jyiiddlefex  wotrld  help  1752. 
himfclf — though  I  think  he  will  not—  oa.  1. 
it  might  fuccced. 

«, 
I  went  to  town  to  fee  Mr.  Pelham,  and  4* 
laid  before  him  the  utility  of  his  taking  the 
occafion  of  Mr.  Poulett's  death,  to  make 
up  the  quarrel  between  the  Earl  and  his 
brothers,  by  chufing  Mr.  Vere  Poulett  in 
his  place.  Mr.  Pelham  would  not  enter 
iiitOfit,  as  Mr.  Vere  had  left  them  unhand- 
ibmely,  and  had  treated  him  ill,  perfonally 
wherever  he  cpuld  be  heard.  He  was  in- 
deed for  the  union,  of  the" family,  but  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Vere, 
from  his  perfonal  behaviour,  though  he 
could  very  well  live  and  treat  with  thofe 
•who  oppofed,  and  even  perfonally  oppofed 
him ;  which,  confidering  thofe  he  has 
about  him,  was^  I  thought,  faying  inef- 
fc<ft,  that  he'  would  take  a  :blow  from  a. 
ftrong  man,  but  not  from  a  weak  one.  He 
then  faid,  that  thej  knew,  nothing  pofitive 
as  to  the  King's  coming ;  but  ibould  know 
by  the  next  courier,  whether  he  defigned 
to^o  to  Hanover  the  next  year.  For  that  he 
^«d  written  to  Jiis  brother,  to  beg  to  know 

of 
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1752*  of  his  Majefty,  whether  he  would  have 
od.  4.  the  Parliament  meet  before^  or  after  Chrift-. 
mas.  We  touched  upon  the  fubfidies  at- 
tending the  eledlion  of  a  King  of  the  Ro- 
mans :  Mr.  Pelham's  face  fell,  and  he 
grew  very  uneafy  upon  it,  and  exprefled 
much  diflike  at  the  way  it  was  condad:ed* 
He  faid,  he  was  always  againft  thefe  fub- 
Sdies ;  that  his  idea  was,  that,  if  the  dif* 
fcnting  electors  would  give  in  the  ultima** 
turn  of  their  demands,  and  perform  the 
conditions  before  they  received  the  re- 
ward, then,  indeed,  when  we  were  fare  of 
our  bargain^  it  might  be  worth  confidering 
if  it  wer6  prudent  to  pay  the  price:  but, 
to  be  buying  one  eleftor  after  another^ 
was  what  he  abhorred  and  could  not  ap- 
prove of.  It  muft  have  an  end— he  had 
declared  fo  in  Parliament,  and,  as  I  was 
not  prefent  at  the  debate,  lie  would  tell  me 
what  he  faid,  for  he  found  that  he  hai3 
teen  mifrepreftnted.  I  told  him,  that  I 
had  heard  from  many  quarters  how  he  was 
underftoodi  that  though  I  was  fatisfied 
'  that  he  faid  nothing  but  what  was  proper, 
yet,  whatever  war  the  general  acceptation 

•  w» 


was  Werth  atiendiHgto  :  I  continued,  that  ^75** 
it  was  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  he  de-  <^-  4*> 
ekred  againft  the  fuhfidies  in  general,  but 
that  he  was  for  the  prefent  deriiand,  as  it 
was  to  be  the  laft,  and  as  he  had  good  rea-* 
ion  to  think,  it  would  certainly  attain  l3ie 
end :  that  it  was,  by  fomebody,  faftened 
upon  him,  who,  rejefting  all  that  others 
had  laid,  declared  that  he  voted  for  dicm, 
lingly  on  the  afiurances  given  by  hrm. 
Mr.  Pelham  replied.  Who  ?  Pitt  ?  I  faid 
No ;  i  thought  it  was  Mr.  Fox.  He  re- 
peated, in  a  low  voice ;  Oh,  Fox !  wi& 
great  figns  of  uneafinefs  and  difcompofure^ 
tfttdin  «hat  fituation  I  left  him. 

I  T^C^Ved  a  letter  from  Mr.Creffet,  that  >  9^ 
%er  lloyftl  Highnefs  wwjld  fee  me  Ais 
-morning.  I  made  liaft6  to  drcfe,  and  got 
to  Kew  by  half  an  hour  after  eleven.  I 
faw  her  Royal  Highnefs  very  foon  :  flie^ 
^e  Ladies  Augufta,  Elizabeth,  and  I  went 
-out,  and  w«  wsdfced,  without  fitting  down, 
Ibr  ndar  ^bhree  hours.  We  had  much  talk 
tipon  all  maimer  cf  private  fubjeds,  ferious 
-«nd  ludicrous      Her  behaviour  was  open, 

friendly. 
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>7S2.  friendly,  and  unafFefted.  She  commanded 
oa.  9.  nie  to  dine,  and  to  pafs  the  afternoon  with 
her.  When  we  came  in,  we  met  Lady 
.  Middlefex,  who  had  fent  me  word  fli© 
was  to  be  there.  We  walked  in  the  af- 
ternoon till  it  was  dark.  As  we  came  in, 
ihe  faid,  that  (he  had  a  petition  from  the 
Prince,  that  we  would  play  at  comet,  of 
which  he  was  very  fond.  The  party  was 
the  Princefs,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Prince 
Edward,  the  Ladies  Augufta  and  Eliza- 
beth, Ladies  Middlefex  and  Charlotte  Ed- 
win, and  myfelf. 

II.  I  received  an  account  from  Brlflgewatcr 

that,  at  the  Mayor  s  feaft,  Mr.  Balch,  who 
was  prefent,  was  declared  candidate  to 
fucceed  Mr.  Poulett.  I  fent  an  abftrad: 
of  the  letter,  with  one  of  my  own,  to  Mr^ 
Pelham. 

13.  Saw  Mr.  Pelham,  and  fpoke  to  hinv 
about  this  fudden  event  at  Bridgewater. 
He  agreed  that  it  was  wholly  Earl  Pou- 
lett's  fault,  in  not  determining  and  recom- 
mending  fomebody   fooner.     He  feemcd 

to 
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to  be  well  enough  fatisfied,  from  the  cha-   1752. 
radler  I  had  given  him  of  Mr.  Balch.  oa,  15. 

The  t^fihcefs  having  fent  ib  defife  m6  15* 
to  pifs  this  day  with  her,  I  waited  on  het 
accordingly  between  eleven  and  twelve. 
I  faw  her  immediately ;  her  Royal  High- 
nefs,  the  children,  and  Lady  Charlotte 
Edwin  went  walking  till  two,  aftd  then 
returned  to  prayers,  from  thence  to  dinner. 
As  foon  as  dinner  was  over,  fhe  fent  foi* 
me,  tod  we  fat  down  to  comet.  We  to{6 
from  play  about  nine  :  the  royal  children 
retired,  and  the  Princefs  called  me  to  the 
farther  end  of  the  room,  and  the  two  la- 
dies (Lady  Charlotte  Edwin  and  Lady 
Howe)  who  were  to  fup  with  her,  re- 
mained at  the  other  end.  She  began  by 
faying,  that  fhe  liked  the  Prince  fliould, 
now  and  then,  amufe  himfelf  at  fmall  play, 
but  that  Princes  fhould  never  play'  deep, 
both  for  the  example,  and  becaule  it  did 
not  become  them  to  win  great  fums. 
From  thence,  fhe  told  me,  that  it  was 
liighly  improper,  the  manner  in  which 
the  Princefs  ****  behaved  at  Bath  -,  that 
M  (lie 
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1752.  flic  played,  publickly,  all  the  evening  very 
oa,  isv  deep.  I  afked  with  whom  ?  She  faid, 
with  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Bedford  : 
that  it  was  prodigious  what  work  flie  made 
with  Lord  Chefterfield :  that,  when  his 
Lordfliip  was  at  court,  flie  would  hardly 
fpeak  to  him,  at  leaft,  as  little  as^  was  pof- 
fible  to  a  man  of  his  rank  ;  but  that  now, 
at  Bath,  flie  fent  to  enquire  of  his  coming 
before  he  arrived;  and  when  he  came,  flie 
*  fent  her  compliments  of  expefting  him  at 
all  her  parties  at  play ;  and  that  he  fliould 
always  fit  by  her  in  the  pnblick  rooms, 
that  he  might  be  fure  of  a  warm  place,  &c* 
I  aflced  her,  how  thefe  demonfl:rations  with 
him  and  the  Bedfords,  were  to  be  repre- 
fented  to  the  King  ?  She  faid,  flie  did  not 
underfl:and  it.  That,  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
when  he  went  out,  treated  the  Duke  of 
Newcafl:le  very  ill  to  the  King,  not  only 
as  to  publick,  but  to  private  matters  with 
relation  to  Lord  Gower  :  but  that,  fome 
time  afterwards,  in  the  fummer,  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  relented,  and  aflced  an  audience, 
when  he  unfaid  great  part  of  what  he  had 
faid  before   (and  on  which  account   the 

King 
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King  had  been  very  much  difpleafed  with  lys^* 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle)and  attributed  it  to  Oft,  15. 
mifinformation,  I  afked  her,  if  that  could 
be  fo  ?  She  replied,  flie  Was  fure  of  it, 
and  knew  it  to  be  true.  I  obferved  to  her, 
that,  notwithftanding  this,  in  the  winter, 
his  Grace  (of  Bedford)  made  a  formal  at- 
tack, and  a  very  ftrong  one  too,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  againft  the  Saxon  iubfidy. 
She  faid,  it  was  true,  and  that  then  the 
King  was  again  very  angry,  and  told  >$^r 
that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  did  not  know  . 
his  own  mind.  She  herfclf,  indeed,  had 
no  opinion  of  his  judgment,  but  faid,  that 
h?  was  governed  by  Lord  Sandwich,  of 
whom  (he  did  not  think  very  well ;  that 
he  had  made  the  Duke  refign,  and  that 
they  were,  both,  very  much  combined, 
and  in  intimate  correfpon den ce  with  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland.  How  they  mana- 
ged with  the  King,  £he  did  not  know,  but 
(he  thought  that  they  did  not  mean  to  aft, 
at  leaft,  to  any  purpofe  now :  that  t^eir 
views  were  upon  the  minority.  I  faid 
that,  in  this  light,  it  feemed  highly  im- 
prudent in  the  Duke  of  Bedford  to"  fefigh 
M  2  his 
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175*'   his  office, -wfiich  office  gave  him  a  fettled 
oa-15.  place  in  the  Council  of  Regency.     She 
anfwered,  it  was  very  true — it  was  Lord 
Sandwich's  doing— -but  that  fhe  was  fatis- 
fied  the  minority  was  their  point  of  adion, 
I  faid,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  her  Royal 
Highnefs  to  look  about  her  a  little,  and  to 
fecure  friends  in  whom  fhe  cpuld  truft,  to 
fee  that  juftice  was  done  unto  her  in  that 
event,  not  only   from  that  quarter,   but 
from    all    quarters,    for   fhe  muft    have 
obferved,  that  the  prefent  government  had 
taken  the  beft  care,  they  could,  to  fecure 
themfelves.     She  faid.   Yes,  good  folks  ! 
they  had   not  neglefted  themfelves;  and 
fhe  would  afl:  as   I  had  hinted,  not  only 
for  her  own  fake,  but  the  fake  of  her  fon 
and  of  the  nation.    I  faid  that,  not  know- 
ing what  part  her  Royal  Highnefs  would 
take  in  the  regency  bill,  I  had  prepare^ 
myfelf  to  oppofe  it :    that  I  fhould  have 
oppofed  it  in  a  very  different  manner  from 
thofe,  who  meddled  with  it :  that  I  would 
have  oppofed    it    upon    principles,   that 
fhould  have  made  the  King  himfelf  weary 
of  the  bill,  not  as  an  oppofition  to  his 

Ma-^ 
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Majefty  and  his  minifters,  but  as  ameafure  i7S2* 
of  his  minifters  to  fecure  their  own  power  0&.  i^ 
at  the  expence,  and  in  the  diminution  of 
the  power  of  the  Crown :  and  I  did  believe, 
that,  with  the  affiftance  I  was  fure  of,  I 
could  have  hung  upon  the  bill  fo/long^ 
and  have  fhewn  it  in  fuch  lights,  that,  at 
laft,  the  King  fhould  have  been  out  of 
humour  with  it  before  it  pafled,  as  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  he  was,  fince.  That, 
however,  when  I  found,  that  fhe  took  the 
party  of  acquiefcence,  which  upon  con- 
fideration  (though  I  thought,  I  Ihould 
hardly  have  had  the  prudence  to  advife  the 
meafure)  I  was  thoroughly,  convinced  was 
much  the  moft  wife  and  advifeable  niode 
that  could  be  taken,  that,  then,  I  dropped 
all  fhew  of  oppofition  and  did  not 
go  to  the  Houfe,  that  I  might  not  fur- 
nifh  an  handle  to  render  me  obnoxious : 
that,  with  thq  fame  view  in  the  late  tran- 
fadtion  between  Mr.  Pelham  and  me,  I 
had  made  ten  fteps  to  their  one,  fo  that  if 
nothing  came  of  it,  they  could  pot  fay, 
that  I  was  defirous  to  continue  and  propa- 
gate refentments,  &c. 

M  3  That, 
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1754,  That,  I  thought,  the  perfons,  now  in 
oa.  15,  power,  extremely  proper  for  her  to  go  oa 
wifh  in  cafe  of  a  minority,  and  all,  that 
I  meant  by  mentioning  the  regency  bilU 
was  to  {^cw,  that,  as  they  had  taken  all 
proper  precautions  for  their  own  fecurity, 
it  might  not  be  unreafonable  that  her 
Royal  Highnefs  (hould  keep  a  look  out, 
'  and  fecure  fuch  friends,  who*  though  they 
adted  with  government,  might  fee  that 
fhe  had  her  dup  fhare  of  it ;  for  that  there 
was  fuch  a  thing  as  being  great,  and  at  the 
fame  time  inconliderable ;  that  we  might 
be  born  the  one,  but  muft  owe  our  con-» 
fequencc  to  ourfelves.  That,  however, 
nothing  was  to  be  done  at  prefent,  but  to 
fit  fti|l  and  watch  events :  that  all  was 
very  well,  that  the  King  was  very  kind  to 
the  royal  phildren,  and  very  refpeftful  tO 
her,  65c, 

She  faid,  that,  in  general,  flue  had  no  ob-* 
jedion  to  the  Miniftry— flie,  indeed,  faw 
very  little  of  them  :  but,  v^hat  fhe  could 
not  excufe  them  for  or  forgive,  was  their 
not  doing  fomething  for  the  Prince's  fer- 

vants  : 
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vants.  that,  after  fo  long  a  tirne  and  fo  1752. 
many  vacancies^  taking  no  notice  of  any  Oa,  15. 
one  of  them  looked,  as  if  they  had  a  ftudi- 
ed  defign  to  keep  old  prejudices  and  refent- 
ments  alive:  That  ihe  was  fure,  they 
might  affift  them  if  they  would ;  that  they 
.might  have  prevailed  on  the  King  before 
now,  if  they  had  iet  about  it  willingly : 
could  they  pretenid,  they  could  not  pre- 
vail with  him  in  behalf  of  perfbns  who 
mufl:  be  indifferent  to  the  King,  after  what 
they  had  madfe  him  do  for  Pitt?  I  replied, 
riiat  I  agreed  to  all  flie  faid,  with  relation 
to  their  influence  over  his  Majefty,  where 
reafon  was  fo  evidently  on  their  fide,  and  I 
was  the  more  flattered  with  it,  becaufe  it 
was  my  own  way  of  thinking,  fo  much 
that,  if  nothing  Ihould  come  of  what  was 
in  agitation  between  mt  and  them,  and 
they  fhould  continue  to  hold  up  the  King's 
perfonal  indifpofition  towards  me,  I  fliould 
impute  it  wholly  to  the;r  want  of  inclina- 
tion. She  faid  that,  notwithftanding  what 
I  had  mentioned  of  the  King's  kindnefs 
to  the  children  and  pivility  to  her,  thofe 
things  did  not  impofe   upon    her— that 

M  4  there 
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175??  there  were  other  things  which  flic  could 
pa.  15.  not  gpt  Qvcr — fhe  wiflied  the  King  was  Icfs 
civil;^  and  thaf  h«  pijt  lefs  of  their  money 
into  his  own  pocket:  that  he  got  full 
3p,QooA  per  ^nnum  by  the  poor  Prince'5 
death — if  he  would  but  |jave  given  then^ 
the  Dutchy  of  Cornwall  to  haye  paid  his 
debts,  it  would  have  been  fomething, 
Should  refentments  be  carried  beyond  the 
grave  ?  Shp^ld  the  innocent  fufFer  ?  Wa$ 
it  becoming  fo  great  a  King  to  leave  his; 
fon's  debts  unpaid  ?  and  fuch  inconfidera- 
ble  debts  ?  I  aiked  her,  what  flie  thought 
they  might  amount  to  ?  flie  aflfwered,  £hc 
had  endeavoured  to  know  as  near  as  a  per* 
fon  could  properly  enquire,  who,  pot  hav- 
ing it  in  her  power,  could  not  pretend  tQ 
pay  them.  She  thought,  that  to  the  tradefr 
jnen  and  fervants  they  did  not  amount  to. 
§0,000/;  tha^  there  wa§  fonje  money  owr 
ing  to  the  Earl  of  Scvbofough,  and  that 
there  was^  abroaji,  a  debt  of  about  70,000/.. 
That  thi§  hurt  her  exceedingly,  though 
fhe  did  1^0%  |hevvr  it,  J  faid  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  new-make  people-rthe  |Cing 
f  puld  not,  now,  be  altered,  and  that  it  ad- 
ded 
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cbd  much  to  tHe  prudence  of  her  condu(3:,    175^^ 
her  taking  no  notice  of  it.     She  faid,  fhe  oa.  15. 
could  not  however  bear  it,  nor  help,  fome- 
times,  giving  the  King  to  underftand  her, 
ip  the  ftrongeft  and  raoft  difagreeable  light. 
She  had  done  it  more  than  once,  and  fhe 
would  tell  me  how  it  happened  the  laft 
tinje.     You  know,  continued  fhe,  that  the 
Crown  has  a  power  of  refumption  of  Carle- 
ton  Houfe  and  gardens  for  a  certain  fum: 
the  King  had,    not  long  fince,  an  inclina- 
tion to  fee  them,  and  he  can;ie  to  make  me 
a  vifit  there :   we  walked  in  the  gardens, 
and  he,  feeming   mightily    pleafed  with 
them,  conmiended  them  much  and  told 
me  that  he  was  extremely  glad,  I  had  got 
fo  very  pretty  a  place :  I  replied,  it  was  a 
pretty  place,  but  that  the  prettinefs  of  a 
place  was  an  objedion  to  it,  when  one  was 
not  fure  to  keep  it.     The  King  faid,  that 
there  was,  indeed,  a  power  of  refumption 
in  the  Crown  for  4000/.  but  furely,  I  could 
not  imagine  that  it  could  ever  be  made  ufc 
of  againfl  me!  how  could  fuch  a  thought 
cpme  into  my  head?   I  anfwered,  no,  it 
y/as  not  that  which  I  was  afraid  Qf,  but  I 

was 
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1752.  was  afraid  there  were  thofc  who  had  a  bet- 
oa.  IS,  ter  right  to  it,  than  cither  the  Crown  or  I : 
He  faid,  oh,  no,  no,  I  do  not  underftand 
that;    that  cannot  be.     I  replied,  I  did 
not  pretend   to  underfland  thofe  things, 
but  I  was  afraid  there  were  fuch  people. 
He  faid,  oh  !  I  know  nothing  of  that-*-I 
do   not  underftand    it<— and   immediately 
turned  the^dilcourfe.     I  web  pleafed  with 
the  ingenuity  of  the  al;tack,  but  coald  not 
help  fmiling  at  the  defence,  nor  ihe  either, 
when  fhe  told  it.     I  faid  that,  I  thought, 
fhe  had  done  all  that  could  be  csTptifted ; 
that  prudence  required  letting  this  and  fc- 
veral  other  matters  fleep :  that  I  was  con- 
vinced,   that  the  high  and  juft  opiniion 
people  had  of  her,  made  them  wait  with 
patience.     She  faid,  they  were  very  good 
to  her;  that  George  had  no  other  way  of 
thinking,  and  would,  certainly,  aft  accor- 
dingly; but  yet,  fhe  durft  not  let  any  body 
have  the  comfort  of  knowing  it,  leaft  they 
fliould  put  every  thing  into  a  flame :  upon 
which,  fhe  obferved  to  me  the  delicacy  and 
ticklifhnefs  of  her  fituwion.     I,  then,  took 
the  liberty  to  alk  her,  what  fhe  thought 

the 


the  real  difpofition  of  the  Prince  to  be?-—  1752. 
She  faid,  that  I  knew  him  almoft  as  well  oa,  15^ 
as  fhe  did  I  that  he  was  very  honeft,  but 
ihe  wifhed  that  he  was  a  little  more  for- 
ward, and  lefs  childifl),  at  his  age;  that 
ihe  hoped  his  preceptors  would  improve 
bim*  I  beg'd  to  know  what  methods  they 
took;  w;hat  they  read  to  him,  or  made 
him  read;  and  whether  he  (lie wed  a  par- 
ticular incliaation  to  any  of  the  people  a- 
bout  him.  She  faid,  (he  really  did  not 
well  know  what  they  taught  him;  but,  ta 
^eak  freely,  (he  was  afraid  not  much: 
that  they  were  in  the  country  and  followed 
^eirdiveriigns,  and  not  much  elfe  that  (he 
could  difcoverj  that  we  muft  hope,  it 
would  be  better  when  we  came  to  town. 
{  faidi  that  J  did  not  much  regard  books, 
that  what  I  the  moft  wi(hed  was,  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  (hould  begin  to  leam  the 
ufages  and  knowledge  of  the  world;  be 
informed  of  the  general  frame  and  nature 
of  this  government  and  conftitution,  and 
of  the  general  courfe  and  manner  of  bufi- 
ijefs,  without  his  defcending  into  minutias. 
She  faid^    (he  was  of  my  opinion,  and 

that 
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i752»    that  Stone  told  her,  that,  when  he  talked 
oa.  15.  to  the  Prince  upon  thofe  fubjefts,  he  feem- 
ed  to  give  a  proper  attention  and  made 
pertinent  remarks :  that  Stone  was  a  fcn^ 
fiblc  man,  and  capable  of  inftru<fting  in 
things,  as  well  as  in  books:,  that  Lord 
Harcourt  and  the  Prince  agreed  very  well, 
but  (he  thought,  that  he  could  not  learn 
much  from  his  Lordfhip :   that  Scott,  in 
her  opinion,  was  a  very  proper  preceptor: 
but  that  for  the  good  Bifliop,  he  might  be, 
and  fhe  fuppofed  he  was,  a  mighty  learned 
man,  but  he  did  not  feem  to  her  very  pro* 
per  to  convey  knowledge  to  children;  he 
had  not  that  clearnefs  which  fhe  thought 
neceffary :  fhe  did  not  very  well  compre- 
hend him,  herfelf,  his  thoughts  feemed  to 
be  too  many  for  his  words.     That  fhe  did 
not  obferve  the  Prince  to  take  very  parti- 
cularly to  any  body  about  him,  but  to  his 
brother  Edward,  and  fhe  was  very  glad  of 
it,  for  the  young  people  of  quality  were  fo 
ill  educated  and  fo  very  vicious,  that  they 
frightened  her.     I  told  her,  I  thought  it  a 
great  happinefs,   that  he  fhewed  no  difpo- 
fition  to  any  great  exceffes,  and  beg'd  to 

know 
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know  what  were  his  afFedtions  and  paf*-  »7S*- 
fions.  She  repeated  that  he  was  a  very  0^,15. 
honeft  boy,  and  that  his  chief  paflion  feem- 
cd  to  be  for  Edward.  I  faid  that,  as  her 
Royal  Highnefs  had  mentioned  the  nega- 
tive which  the  miniftry  feemed  to  continue 
upon  the  Prince's  friends,  I  prefumed  to 
aik  her  about  the  young  Prince's  afFedions 
towards  his  father's  memory  j  becaufe  he 
was,  now,  bred  in  a  manner,  and  in  hands 
fo  totally  unacquainted  with  the  late 
Prince,  and  with  thofe  who  had  been 
about  him,  that  he  might  very  eafily  be 
brought  to  forget  them ;  which,  I  feared, 
at  the  firft  fetting  out  in  life,  would  give 
a  very  difadvantageous,  if  not  a  dangerous 
impreffion  of  him  :  that  trifles  are  of  con- 
fequence  in  the  firft  outfet  (particularly 
thofe  that  relate  to  the  heart)  to  Princes, 
whofe  lighteft  acflions  engage  the  attention, 
and  whofe  elevation  expofes  them  to  th6 
continual  infpedtion  of  mankind :  that 
many  good  things  lofe  their  glofs  at  leaft 
by .  untoward  imprejflions  :  that  a  great 
deal  of  power  might  be  required  to  do 
things,    where  afFedion  aftd    confidence 

were 
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175a*  were  wanted^  which  a  very  little  might 
0^-»5-  bring  about>  where  they  wpre  once  eita- 
blifhed  by  firft  and  favourable  impreffions^ 
That,  for  thefe  reafbns,  I  fhould  be  ex- 
tremely forry  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
fhould  entirely  forget  thofe,  who  had  been 
faithfully  attached  to  his  father,  as  that 
attachment  was  the  only  reafon  that  could 
be  given  to  juftify  the  profcripti9n  which 
they,  now,  lie  under.  She  faid,  that  (he 
agreed  with  me,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  difadvantageous  and  hurtful  to  him : 
that  it  would  affedt  her  very  fenfibly  ;  that 
ihe  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  it,  as  the 
Prince  feemed  to  have  a  very  tender  regard 
for  the  memory  of  his  father,  and  that  fhe 
encouraged  it  as  much  as  flie  could  :  that 
when  they  behaved  wrong,  or  idly  (as 
children  will  do)  to  any  that  belonged  to 
the  late  Prince,  and  who  are,  now,  about 
her ;  fhe  always  afked  them  how  they 
thought  their  father  would  have  liked  to 
fee  them  behave  fo  to  any  body  that  be- 
longed to  him,  and  whom  he  valued  i  and 
that  they  ought  to  have  the  more  kindnefs 
for  them,  becalife  they  had  lofi  their  friend 

and 
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and  protedor,  who  was  theirs   alfo ;  and    ^7S^^ 
flie  faid,  fhe  found  that  it  made  a  proper  ^^«  »s- 
impreflion  upon  them.     I  humbly  beg'd 
that  fhe  would  cultivate  and  improve  the 
pcrfonal  influence,  which  her  many  vir- 
tues, as  well  as  natural  afFeftion  gave  her 
over  the  Prince :    that  I  was  fure,  that, 
from  her  influence^  and  the  fettled  opinion 
of  her  prudence  with  all  mankind,  all  the 
^ifinterefted  and  fenfible  amongft  us,  hoped 
for  a  happy  fettlement  of  the  new  reign : 
that  I  did  not    mean    authoritavely  and 
during  a  Jegal  minority,  but  during  the 
very  young  part  of  the  King's  life,  and 
till  time  and  inclination  had  brought  him   . 
thoroughly  to  weigh  and  underftand  what 
the  government  of  a  gr?at  country  was^ 
She  expreflfed  herfelf  civilly  for  the  regard 
I  teftified  for  her,  and  faid  Ihe  could  have 
nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  to  fee  him  do 
well,  and  make  the  nation  happy.     N.B. 
I  have  forgotten  fomcthing  very  particular, 
viz.  In  exprefling  her  diflike  to  the  Prin- 
cefs  A--rr-a  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
(he  faid,  that,  thoijigh  ihe  did  not  value 
thofe  things,  nor  f^^emtQ  fee  them,, yet 
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175^-  flie  could  ttot  but  wonder  at  the  very  lit^ 
oa.  15,  tie  regard  which  the  Duke  was  pleafed  t6 
to  fhew  her.  That  fhe  had  been  at  Kew 
the  whole  fummer,  and  he  had  never 
vouchfafed  to  favour  her  with  one  vifit. 
That  fhe  had  been  ill  for  three  weeks,  not . 
much,  indeed,  but  fo  that  the  town  re- 
ports were,  that  (he  was  dying ;  but  his^ 
Royal  Highnefs  never  thought  her  worth 
fending  after,  even  once,  to  know  how 
flie  did  :  fhe  continued,  that  fhe  was  very 
indifferent  to  thefe  matters,  but  fhe  could 
not  help  wondering  what  views  were  at 
the  bottom  of  it.  I  came  home  between 
ten  and  eleven,  and  have  been  the  more 
particular  in  this  converfation,  becaufe  it 
carries  an  air  of  friendfhip  and  opennefs, 
which  I,  no  way,  expected  from  a  great 
lady,  who  has  eflablifhed  a  charader  for 
prudence  in  not  opening  herfelf  much  to 
any  body,  and  of  great  caution  to  whom 
fhe  opens  herfelf  at  all. 

17.  I  faw  Lord  Middlefex,  and  had  a  long 

talk  with  him  in  prefence  of  Lady  Middle- 
fex;   and   in  the  evening  I  ient  him  a 

draught 
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draught  of  a  letter  from  him  to  the  Duke    ^75^* 
of  Dorfet,  which  he  will  not  fend,  nor  0^,17. 
do  any  thing,  I  believe,  forhimfelf :  iffo, 
he  will  render  it  impoffible  for  me  to  do 
any  thing  for  him. 

I  went  to  town  with  defign  to  go  to  the  ^*- 
Prince's  drawing-room  in  black,  being  in 
mourning  for  the  Countefs  Temple.  After 
a  little  time,  the  Earl  of  Hyndford  was  fo 
obliging  as  to  come  and  tell  me,  that,  he 
believed,  I  had  forgotten  that  they  did 
not  appear  in  mourning  that  day,  it  being 
the  coronation-day.  So  I  was  forced  to 
flip  away,  I  fpoke  to  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral to  confider,  how  I  was  to  open  the 
tranfadion,  between  Mr.  Pelham  and  me, 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

I  received  my  draught  from  Lord  Mid-      26. 
dlefex,  with  a  letter  in  a  good  degree  con- 
formable to  it,  from  him  to  the  Duke  of 
Dorfet.     Sent  him  a  draught  of  another  to 
his  mother,  the  Dutchefs. 

I  dined   with  the  Lord   Mayor.      No  Nov.  9. 
N  coun- 


[    178    ] 

^752-    counfcUors,  but  thofc  of  the  law^  except 
Nov.  9.  the  Speaker  and  myfclf. 

«4^  Called  at  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's,  and  de- 

livered a  letter  to  him,  and  another  for  the 
Dutchefs,  frona  Lord  Middlefex.  Much 
converfation  to  induce  a  relation,  but  could 
not  obtain  a  declaration  of  the  conditions 
on  which  he  would  be  reconciled.  He 
objeded  to  the  ufage  he  had  received,  in 
which  he  was  too  well  grounded;  and 
next,  to  the  incapacity  he  was  under  of 
paying  his  fon's  debts.  I  told  him  we 
were  not  come  to  that  yet— I  wiflied  we 
were,  as  I  could  point  out  means  very 
eafily,  to  fhew  that  thofe  debts  were  not 
fo  formidable,  &c. — I  hinted  fome.  We 
were  now  interrupted. 

is.  The  King  came  to  town  about  five 
o'clock. 

19.  I  called  at  the  Speaker's,  and  propofed, 
upon  fuppofition  he  was  in  the  chair  of 
the  new  Parliament,  Dr.  Sharpe  for  his 
chaplain.    I  received  a  general  anfwer  of 

regard 


regard  (of  iae,  and  eftecm  for  the  Doftor.    1752^ 
I  think,  I  find  that  he  will  be  Speaker,  and  Nov,  19* 
I  hope,  he  will  get  fome  rcverfion  for  his 
fon  as  an  inducement  for  him. 

Went  to  the  Duke  of  Newdaffle,  who     «»• 
received  me  with  very  much  kindnefs*     I 
kifled  the  King's  hand* 

1  waited  on  the  Princefs,  and  gave  her      22- 
a  full  account  of  the  tranfa<9:ion  about  a 
reconciliation  in  the  Dorfet  family.     Shq 
received  it  with  great  pleafure,  and  treated 
me  with  uncommon  condefcenfion. 

Monf.  Lambert!,  the  French  agents  ^6. 
called  on  me.  He  infifted  that  the  King 
muft  go  to  Hanover  early  in  the  fpring — 
that  the  eleiftion  of  a  King  of  the  Romans 
was  the  thing  next  his  heart— that,  by 
the  Golden  Bull,  abfolute  unanimity  of  the 
Ekftoral  College,  as  alfo  of  that  of  the 
Princes^  wa&  required— tbat>  upon  thofe 
conditions,  and  fktisfadlion  to  her  allies, 
(the  Palatine  and  Pruflia)  .France  would 
not  oppofe  it;  but  that  ftie  would,  without 
N  2  that 
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1752.    that  fatisfadion— that  the  pecuniary  fa- 
N0V.26.  tisfaaionof  1,200,000  florins,   and    the 
barony  to  the  Palatine,  was  fettled,  but 
the  expedationof  Ortenawwas  not— that^ 
when  Bavaria  left  France  for  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  the  recompence  was  fixed  by  the 
treaty  of  Fuflen  ;  that  we  engaged  for  the 
performance — that   a  private    treaty  was 
fince  figned  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle, 
Meflrs.  MunchaufenandHaflang,  by  which 
we  further  engaged  to  make  it  good — that 
the  Bavarian  fubfidy  was  to  be  augmented— 
that,  of  Cologne  to   be  fettled.     I  alked 
why  all  thefe  things  might  not  be  nego- 
ciated  at  London,  as  well  as  at  Hanover  : 
he    replied,   becaufe  the  minifters,    who 
treated  thofe  aflfairs  there,   did  not  come 
hither — ^that  thefe  were  another  fort  of 
men,  men  of  bufinefs  and  abilities,  wholly 
bred  for  negociations,  and  not  for  charac- 
ters and  fhow — that  the  German  Princes 
alfo  fent  thither  their  confidents  and  mi- 
nifters of  ftate,  who  never  came  to  London 
as  refidcnt  Envoys— that  nothing  farther  of 
efFed:  could  be  done  here,  this  winter,  in 
that  matter,  and  that  all  the  negoication$ 

would 
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would  be  with  France  about  the  limits  in    1752* 
America ;  and,  as  to  that,   they  had  cart  Nov.  z6. 
loads  of  memorials  to  exchange  with  us, 
whenever  we  pleafed. 

King's  birth-day  kept.  Lord  Hillfbo-  27- 
rough  began  a  converfation  with  me  at 
court.  He  thought  there  muft  be  fome 
difturbance  arife  from*  the  Pitt  party : 
that,  though  they  were  fo  well  placed,  they 
were  ftill  uneafy :  that  they  neither  liked 
others,  nor  were  liked  by  them.  I  faid, 
I  could  not  conceive  that  they  would  ftir. 
He  faid>  yes  ;  for  that  Pitt's  paffion  was 
ambition,  not  avarice^ — that  he  was  at  a 
full  flop,  as  things  were,  and  could  have 
no  hopes  of  going  farther  :  he  was  once 
popular;  and  if  he  could  again  make  a 
difturbance,  and  get  the  country  on  his 
fide,  he  then  might  have  hopes :  now,  and  on 
the  prefent  fyftem,  he  could  have  none,  I 
repliied,  I  thought  they  could  not  part  with 
what  they  had,  &c.  &c.  He  faid,  they 
had  the  Temple  pocket — that,  to  his  know- 
ledge, they  were  all  as  one,  and  would 
ftand  and  fall  with  Pitt,  as  their  head. 
N  3  Lord  ^ 
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1752.    Lord  Hillfborough  wondered  that  they  did 
Nov.  27.  not  break  out ;  he  daily  expeded  it,    I  faid, 
that,   in  all  likelihood,  if  fu^h  a  fchemc 
was  on  foot,  his  Lordship  would  know  it 
as  foon  as  any  body  5  for  he  muft  be  fenfi- 
ble,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  at- 
tempt it^  without  holding  out  a  hajid  to 
people,  to  extend  and  fortify  their  own 
connexions,  &c.    He  faid,  to  be  fure,  but 
|iot  to  hix» — that  they  knew  his  opinions 
too  well— that,  when  they  brok?  from  me^ 
he  followed  me-— that  he  neyer  was  more 
than  commonly  acquainted  with  Pitt— that 
Pitt  had  qnce  dined  at  his  houfe,  and  they 
might  vifit  perhaps  once  in  a  winter— that 
his  Lordihip  loved  George  Greiivillf  perfo-f 
nally,  but  no  ways  efpoufed  his  politicks ; 
that,  for  hinifclf  indeed^  his  alliance  with 
Lord  Kildare  naturally  led  him  to  Mr.  Fox, 
and  that  he  was  much  more  likely  to  fucr 
ceed  than  Pitt-r-that  the  Pitts  could  not 
be  quiet^  but  had  been  dabbling  with  the 
Prince^  an4   t:hat   their  plans  were  pre-; 
yented  by  the  Prince's  death,  as,  to  be  fure,^ 
I  knew,  and  Mr.  Pelham  knew ;  therefore 
they  muft  he  difagrceable  to  feach  other, 

and 
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and  they  could  have  no  hopes  of  rifing  by    lys^* 
him.     That  Mr.  Fox  had  fomething  very  Nov.  27. 
frank  and  open  about  him,  and  that  he  re- 
folvcd  to  pufh  for  his  turn — not  by  oppo- 
fition,  for  he  had  a  family,  and  could  not 
afford  to  part  with  his  emoluments ;  but^ 
if  accidents  fhould  happen,  he  pretended 
to  fuccced — that,   indeed,   Mr.  Pelham'i, 
life  was  as  good  as  his,  and  he  would  not 
oppofe  him ;  but  that  he  fhould  endeavour 
to  be  next,  and  would  confider  himfelf  as 
fuch»     I  afked,  whether  he  held  out  his 
hand,  &c.    His  Lordfhip  faid,  yes,  to  all 
the  world;   that  it  was  prodigious  how 
many  friends  he  had  made.     He  had  got 
the  Diikc  of  Cumberland,  the  Dukes  of        ^ 
Marlborough  and  Bedford,  Lord  Sandwich 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  of  courfe. 
That  he  was  very  well  with  Lord  Halifax, 
who  ieemed  to  trim,  as  near  as  he  could, 
between  Mr.  Pelham  and  him,  and  that 
BOW  he  was  endeavouring   to   get  Lord 
Hartington.  That  if  Mr,  Pelham  was  out  of 
the  way,  he  thought  that  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle  did  not  like  Fox  perfonally,  nor 
did  the  Chancellor,    As  to  Pitt,  the  King 
N  4  him- 
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1752-  himfelf  would  be  againft  him.  But>  faid 
Nov.  27.  he,  I  think  you  are  not  acquainted  with 
Fox,  I  replied,  that  I  had  alwayis  known 
him,  and  always  liked  him  very  well,  but 
had  not  converfed  much  with  him  of  late. 
He  faid,  he  wondered  at  it,  and  what 
{hould  be  the  reafon  of  it.  I  faid,  that 
I  fancied  it  was  occafioned  by  the  other 
fide,  for  though  I  liked  Mr.  Fox  very  well, 
it  was  poffible  he  might  not  much  like  me. 
He  faid,  he  could  not  believe  it.  I  faicj, 
fome  lies  might  probably  be  told 
him,  but  that,  I  had  never  deferved  ill  of 
him;  if  it  was  fo,  his  opinion  of  memuft 
be,  and  ought  to  be,  extremely  indifferent 
to  me.  He  faid,  he  had  never  heard  any 
thing  drop  from  him  of  that  kind,  and  if 
he  had  any  diflike  to  me,  it  muft  be  from 
iny  pufhing  Sir  Rpbert  Walpole,  for  Fox 
really  loved  that  man,  I  faid,  furely  my 
breaking  with  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was 
nothing  perfonal  to  him ;  I  did  it  pub- 
lickly,  at  the  expenqe  of  a  confiderable 
employment,  and  what  Mr.  Fox  thought 
of  it  was,  what  never  did,  nor  ever  could 
give  me  any  the  leaft  concern.     Then  the 

con- 
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converfation  became  general,  the  beginning    1 75^- 
of  which  I  thought  very  fingular.  Nov.  27. 

I  went  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  and  ob-  28. 
tained  of  him,  that  he  would  willingly  fee 
Lord  Middlefex,  on  condition  that  he 
would  form  no  pretention  to  have  his  debts 
paid,  or  to  a  feat  in  Parliament,  or  to  a 
place.  I  took  this  down  in  writing,  but 
I  doubt  Lord  Middlefex  will  not  go  :  if 
he  does,  and  refolves  to  continue  to  ufe  all 
his  advantages,  he  will  fucceed.  But  it 
muft  be  the  work  of  time,  perfeverance, 
and  infinuation. 

I  delivered  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's   mef-     ^9. 
fage  to  Lord  Middlefex,  and  gave  him  an 
account  of  the  converfation ;    t  then  faid 
what  I  thought  was  proper. 

Lord  Harcourt  refigned  being  Governor  Dec.  5. 
to  the  Prince*  He  offered  to  do  fo,  unlefs 
Mr.  Stone  (placed  as  Sub-governor  by  th« 
jninifters),  Mr.  Scott,  tutor  in  the  late 
Prince's  time  (but  recommended  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke)  and  Mr.  CreiTet,  made  trea- 

furer 
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1752.  furer  by  the  Princefs's  recommendation, 
Dec,  5.  were  removed.  The  King  delired  him  to 
confider  of  it ;  but  Lord  Harcourt  con- 
tinuing in  the  fame  refolution,  the  Arch- 
bifhop  and*  Lord  Chancellor  were  fent  to 
him,  to  know  the  particulars  of  his  com- 
plaints againft  thofe  gentlemen.  He  re- 
plied, that  the  particulars  were  fit  only 
to  be  communicated  to  the  King,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  waited  on  his  Majefty,  which 
ended  in  his  refignation.  The  Bifhop  of 
Norwich  fent  his  refignation  by  the  fame 
Prelate  and  Lord.  His  reafons,  if  he 
gave  any,  I  fhould  have  known,  if  a  gen- 
tleman, who  was  going  to  tell  me,  had 
not  been  interrupted  by  company. 

6.  The  Duke  of  Dorfet  came  to  tell  me 
that  Lord  Middlefex  had  Written  to  the 
Dutchefs  for  leave  to  wait  on  her,  and  that 
ihe  had  appointed  to-morrow  morning, 
I  hope  all  will,  in  time,  end  welL 

«.  Lord  Middlefex  informed  me   that   he 

had  feen  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Dorfet; 
that  he  was  very  coldly  received  by  the 

Dut- 
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Dutcbefsy  aii(!  not  touch  better  by  them  both  » 75^. 
together.  This  is  very  injudicious  in  their  Dec  8, 
Graces,  but  his  Lordfliip  muft  perfevere^ 

Mvi  Pelham  fent  for  Gary,  the  furgeon,  w. 
on  pretence  of  the  Weftminfter  cledion, 
but,  in  reality,  to  queilion  him  about  a 
letter  which  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Vane, 
and  which  Mr.  Vane  had  fent  to  Mr,  Pel- 
ham,  who  interpreted  it  to  iniinuate,  that 
I  was  out  of  humour  becaufe  nothing  was 
fettled  or  faid  to  me.  Mr.  Pelham  faid, 
I  muft  know  how  much  this  fquabblc 
with  Lord  Harcourt  had  engrofTed  their 
whole  time  and  thought,  and  in  a  difagree- 
able  manner.  That  they  could  not  be 
throwing  at  the  King  every  day^ — that  he 
had  the  greatei):  kindnefs  and  efteem  for 
me,  and  that  a  proper  perfonlDhouldfhortly 
ipeak  to  me. 

Went  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,   and,  I      17- 
think,  left  him  difpofed  to  receive  his  fon 
kindly.      I  faw  Lord  Middlefex,  who,  I 
hope,  will  make  a  proper  ufe  of  all  oppor- 
tunities. 

Lord 


[     i88    ] 

175^'  •       Lord  Waldegrave  declared  Governor  to 
Dec.  18.  the  Prince,  and  on  the  20th,  was  fworn  of 
the  council. 

22.  Was   with   the  Duke  of  Dorfet.     We 

talked  over  the  affair  of  the  Prince's  family, 
and  agreed  that  there  muft  be  a  counter 
ftory  of  the  court  fide,  or  the  refigners 
would  run  away  with  the  publick  opinion. 
I  left  him,  ftill,  well  difpofed  to  his  fon. 

28.  I  waited  on  the  Princefs :  fhe  was  pleafed 

to  fend  the  royal  children  to  prayers,  and 
to  flay  with  me.  I  refolved  to  avoid  men- 
tioning all  publick  affairs,  on  account  of 
the  difturbances,  now  freih,  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales's  family,  and  therefore,  I  began 
by  acquainting  her  with  what  had  pafTed, 
relating  to  the  reconciliation  in  the  Dorfet 
family,  fince  I  had  feen  her  Royal  High- 
nefs.  She  faid,  fhe  was  afraid  it  would  be  • 
hard  to  compleat  it  fo,  as  to  anfwer  Lord 
Middlefex's  ends  entirely ;  and  fhe  feemed 
to  be  of  opinion,  that,  though  Lady  Mid- 
djefex  was  no  ways  in  fault,  and  though 
neither  the  Duke  nor  the  Dutchefs  had 

dropt 
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dropt  the  kail  word  about  her,  and  though  ^752. 
Lord  George  had  been  with  Lady  Middle-  Dec.  28. 
fex  twice,  in  the  fame  houfe  with  her,  and 
never  once  faw,  or  afked  after  her,  yet  fhe 
was  inclined  to  think,  that  Lady  Middle- 
fbx  fhould  go  to  wait  on  the  Dutchefs.  I 
was  glad  to  learn  her  opinion,  for  I  wanted 
to  know  it.  I  replied,  that  there  were  odd- 
nefles  about  them,  which  were  peculiar  to 
that  family,  and  I  had  often  told  them  fo. 
She  faid,  there  was  fomething  very  odd 
amongft  them,  and  laughing,  added,  that 
ihe  knew  but  oiie  family  that  was  more  odd, 
and  ihe  would  not  name  that  family  for  the 
world.  I  faid,  it  did  not  become  me  to 
guefs  at  her  Royal  Highnefs;  butif  itdid, 
I  was  fure  I  could  not  guefs  it  in  a  hun- 
dred years .  She  laughed  and  faid,  a  propos^ 
there  has  been  fine  doings  in  our  family ; 
a  very  fine  buille  indeed  !  I  am  glad  we 
are  rid  of  them.  I  faid,  it  had  indeed  oc- 
cafioncd  a  great  deal  of  talk.  She  replied, 
fhe  was  quite  weary  of  hearing  it — that 
there  was  fuch  an  outcry  at  two  people's 
leaving  them,  as  if  they  were  the  moil 
confidcrable  men  in  the  nation ;  and  who 

occa- 
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1752.  oecafioned  as  much  wonder  and  outcfy^ 
Dec.  28.  two  years  ago,  when  they  came  to  them, 
on  account  of  their  being  too  unknown  to 
come  thither — that  {he  knew  nothing  of 
the  jacobitifm,  the  arbitrary  principles, 
the  dangerous  notions  of  thofe  who  were 
accufed,  or  any  fuch,  attempted  to  be  in- 
ftilled  into  the  children — that  (he  could 
not  conceive  what  they  meant — that  the 
Bifhop,  indeed,  was  teaching  them  logick, 
which,  as  fhe  was  told,  was  a  very  odd 
ftudy  for  children  of  their  age,  not  to  fay, 
of  their  condition.  I  iaid  that,  whatever 
they  meant,  they  both  muft  often,  before 
things  came  to  thefe  extremities,  have 
applied  to  her  Royal  Highnefs,  and  have 
laid  before  her  fome  oftenfible  reafons,  at 
leaft,  for  a  ground  for  their  refolution  to 
refign,  when  the  King  returned.  She  re- 
plied, never !— that  fhe  knew  nothing  of 
their  intention,  till  Lord  Harcourt  had 
been  with  the  King— that  theBifhop  had, ' 
feveral  times,  given  her  an  account  of  the 
progrefs  the  children  made— that  he  be- 
haved in  the  moft  ftattering  and  fervile 
manner,  in  the  accounts  he  gave,  and  then 

he 
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he  often  infinuated,  that  there  were  thofe  17 Sf*' 
about  the  Prince,  who  encouraged  his  Dcc.a«. 
Royal  Highnefs  againft  him,  &c, — that 
(he  told  him,  as  the  truth  was,  that  ihe  was 
entirely  innocent  of  any  fuch  praftices  her- 
felf,  and  did  not  know  of  any  body  who 
could  be  accufed  of  it ;  and  particularly, 
could  not  perceive  by  the  children^  when 
they  were  with  her,  that  any  ill  office* 
had  been  done  him — that  the  laft  time  the 
Biihop  had  been  with  her,  he  complained 
more  ftrongly  of  being  difregarded;  he 
beg'd  her  prote<ftion,  (hewing  the  great  ne- 
ceflity  of  a  preceptor's  being  reipefted  and 
fupported,  &c.  Upon  which  (he  told  him, 
that  (he  always  inculcated  in  the  children 
to  (hew  him  great  refped:,  and  was  very 
far  from  endeavouring,  or  even  wiihing^ 
that  it  (hould  be  le(rened :  and  this,  fays 
(he,  not  for  love  of  you,  my  Lord,  but  be- 
caufe  it  is  fitting  and  neceflary ;  for  if  they 
are  fufFered  to  want  refpeft  that  is  due  to 
one  degree,  they  will  proceed  to  want  it 
to  another,  till,  at  laft,  it  would  come  up. 
to  me,  and  I  (hould  then  have  taught  them 
to  difrc^rd  me*    This,  ihe  faid,  was  the 

laft 


[      192      ] 

^752-  laft  converfation  {he  had  with  the  Bifliop. 
Dec.  28.  I  aiked  her,  if  fhe  could  remember  when 
it  was :  fhe  anfwered,  fhe  thought  about 
the  end  of  September,  or  foon  in  Odlober* 
That,  as  to  Lord  Harcourt,  he  never  took 
the  leafl  notice  of  her  ;^  that  fhe  had  hardly 
feen  him,  three  times,  the  whole  fummer, 
though  they  lived  fo  near  together  at  Kew : 
that,  when  he  came  for  the  Prince,  fo  far 
from  fending  in,  to  her,  he  would  flay  in 
the  hall ;  and  though  prefled  to  it  by  the 
fervants,  he  would  not  come  into  the  pic- 
ture-room, where  we  always  fat,  when  fhe 
was  above,  till  fhe  came  to  us  or  fent  for  us 
up.  I  afked,  if  he  always  fetched  the 
Prince  home  :  fhe  faid,  yes ;  at  a  certain 
hour.  I  faid,  I  had  heard  fo,  and  did,  in- 
deed, a  little  wonder  in  myfelf,  that  I  had 
never  feen  Lord  Harcourt,  when  I  had  the 
honour  to  play  at  cards  with  their  Royal 
Highnefles  in  private;  for  as  the  game 
could  not  be  up  to  a  moment,  I  thought  it 
natural  his  Lordfhip  fhould  let  his  Royal 
Highnefs  know  that  he  was  below,  and  I 
prefumed  fhe  would,  as  naturally,  fend  for 
|iim  up  :    fhe  faid,  to  be  fure  fhe  fhould; 

and 
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aiid  I  might  well  wonder.   But  fo  far  from     1752. 

that,  he  never  came  near  her  :   that  he  had   Dec.  28. 

been  twice  this  year  in  Oxfordfhire,  and 

that   fhe  never  knew  when  he  went,  or 

when    he   returned  :    I  then  faid,  that  I 

could  not  conceive,  according  to  the  com^ 

mon  form  of  things,  feven  though  his  re-- 

folution  might  be  taken,  how  it  was  pof-- 

fible  that  he  could  avoid  waiting  upon  her^ 

to  lay  fome  reafons  before  her  Royal  High-- 

nefs,  by  way  of  expoftulation  or  apology^ 

bef6re  the  King  came  home :  fhe  faid,  he 

never  did,  nothing  like  it :  that,  fince  his 

return   from  Oxfordfhire,    the   very  firft 

time  fhe  faw  him,  was  at  the  foot  of  the 

ftairs   at  St.  James's,  the  night  the  King 

came  (Nov.  18);  that  the  next  time,  was 

the  birth-day  (27th)  in  the  private  rooms, 

that  he  endeavoured  to  avoid  her,  but  fhe 

got  between  the  door   and  him,  and  took 

him  by  the  coat,  and  faid,  he  was  very  fine : 

he  faid.  Madam,  it  is  all  the  manufacture 

of  Spitaliields,  and  fo  walked  off.     That, 

the  Tuefday  before,  he  |iad  been  with  the 

King,  to  reprefent  that  her  children  were 

in    the  way  of  imbibing  dangerous  no- 

O  lions 
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i7S2^     tions,  &c.    That  he  had  no  authority,  and 
Dec.  28.  could  do  no  good,  unlefs  Stone,  Creflet, 
and  Scott  were  difmifled  ;   that  they  were 
Jacobites,  &c^  and  had  been  bred  fo,  they 
and   their   families.     I  faid,  this  charge 
upon  their  families  and  education   made 
me  fmile  ;    for  that,  though  I  had  a  per- 
fonal  regard  for  Lord  Harcourt,  and  did 
ftedfaftly  believe,  that  he  was  as  faithful  a 
Servant  and  fubjca,  as  any  the  prefent  fa- 
mily on  the  Throne  had  :  yet  I  was  forry 
to  fay,  that  I  remembered  his  predecefTor, 
,  following  the  Oxford  circuit,  a  very  poor, 
but  reckoned  a  very  ftire wd  lawyer ;   which 
fhrewdnefs  in  the  poor  profeflbr,  as  he  rofe, 
had  juftice  done  it,  and  was  called  genius 
and  abilities,  as  it  really  was,  for  he  was 
very  able,  very  fkilful,  and  more  eminent 
by  his  talents  and  capacity  than  by  his  poft. 
But,   till  the  laft  years  of  his  life,  he  was 
always  efteemed  a  thorough  Jacobite :  he 
even  ftands  impeached  upon  thefe  princi- 
-     ciples,  and  though  not  proceeded  againft, 
he  is  excepted  in   feveral  afts  of  grace. 
That  I  was  fure.  Lord' Harcourt  abhorred 
thofe  principles,  and  would,  with  chear- 

fulnefs. 
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fulnefs,  rifque  every  thing  for  this  royal  X752. 
family ;  but  I  thought  it  ftrange  that  peo-  Dec.  28. 
pie  fhould  not  allow  converfion  to  be  as 
•natural  and  fincere  in  other  families,  as 
we  had  happily -experienced  it  in  his ;  and 
that,  upon  the  whole,  I  could  not  imagine 
what  they  meant  by  this  whole  tranfac- 
tion,  as  to  the  matter,  and  yet  lefs,  as  tp 
the  manner.  She  faid,  that,  however  it 
was,  the  King  was  very  well  pleafed  with 
them ;  b]Lit  that  ihe  could  eafily  guefs  what 
they  meant.  I  faid,  that  now  I  was  fe- 
rious  in  aiTuring  her  Royal  Highnefs  that' 
I  could  not  guefs.  She  replied,  one 
might  guefs  by  their  falling  upon  Mr. 
CrefTet,  who  had  no  more  to  do  with 
the  Prince's  education,  than  I  had — that 
they  had  a  defign  to  get  his  place  for 
.another,  ^and  flie  thought  it  was  for  Lord 
Talbot's  brother ;  but  as  the  King  took 
her  recommendation,  now  CrefTet  was  to 
be  brought  into  the  quarrel — that  thefe 
gentlpmen  were  leagued  with  fome  greater 
people,  whom  fhe  need  not  name  to  me, 
to  get  the  Prince  to  their  fide,  and  then, 
by  their  behaviour,  to  throw  her  off  from 
O  z  her 
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1752-    her  temper,  and  fo  make  their  complaihts 
Dec.  28.  to  the  King  ftronger,  and  then  to  make 
her   difoblige   his  Majefly,   in  defending 
theaccufed;  not  doubting,  if  they  could 
once  force  her  into  any  indifcreet  warmth, 
to  make  fo  plaufible  a  ftory  to  the  King, 
as   might  compafs  their  defign*,  which  is, 
to  carry  the  Prince  into  thofe  other  hands 
at  laft,  by  taking  him  from  the  people, 
now  about  him,  and  by  degrees,  confe- 
quently,  from  her.     This  failing,  behold 
the   next  ftep — the  Biihop  comes  to  take 
his  leave  of  me,  and  with  abundance  of 
fawning  and  flattery,  thanks   me  for  all 
my  goodnefs  to  him,  and  all  the   regard 
I  had  been  pleafed  to  fhew  him,  &c,  when 
he  was  in    the   family  ^    hoping   that   I 
would  believe,  that  he  left  it  like  an  honeft 
man.     I  replied,  continued  fhe,  that,  for 
the  regard  I  had  fhewn  him,  or  any  fer- 
vices  I  had  done  him,  he  owed  me  no  obli- 
gation ;  it  was  no  more  than  was  his  due, 
and  what  I  fhould  always  pay  to  any  body, 
whom  the  King  was  pleafed  to  put  about 
my  children  in  the  fame  ftation — that  as 
to  the  motives  of  his  leaving  the  family, 

as 
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as  I  was  not  acquainted  with  them,  I  1752. 
could  fay  nothing,  about  them.  Then,  Dec  28. 
faid  fhe,  comes  my  Lord  of  Har court, 
and  he,  in  a  drier  way  than  the  Bifhop, 
takes  his  leave,  by  thanking  me  for 
the  favours  and  fupport  he  had  received 
from  me,  while  he  was  in  the  family :  and 
in  return,  I  thanked  his  Lordfhip  for  the 
conftant  care  and  attendance  he  had  be- 
flowed  upon  my  fons.  I  replied  to  her 
Royal  Highnefs,  that  I  was  furprifed  at  the 
whole  before,  by  what  I  had  heard  from 
the  publick  talk ;  but  that,  now,  I  was 
ailonifhed.  She  faid,  fhe  thought  fhe  had 
fome  little  reafon  to  take  it  ill,  that  fuch 
grievous  complaints  ftiould  be  made  of  ma- 
nagements about  her  fon,  withbut  giving 
her  the  leaft  previous  intimation  of  them : 
that  Lord  Harcourt  complained  ftrongly  to 
the  King  of  dangerous  notions,  and  arbi- 
trary principles  being  inftilled  into  the 
Prince;  and  that  he  could  be  of  no  ufe, 
unlefs  the  inftillers  of  that  doftrine.  Stone, 
Crefret,*and  Scott,  were  difmifled.  That, 
as  he  named  no  particulars^  the  King  had 
fent  tKe  Archbiihop  and  the  Chancellor  to 
O  3  com- 
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1752*  command  Lord  Harcourt  to  acquaint  then* 
Dec.  28.  with  the  particulars — that  his  Lordfhip's 
anfwer  was,  that  the  particulars  were  fit, 
only,  to  be  communicated  to  the  King^ 
and  that  he  would  wait  on  his  Majefty  with 
them.  (All  this  I  knew  before.)  That 
he  did  fo,  and  that  fhe  had  fince  talked 
with  the  King,  and  his  Majefty  told  her, 
that  Lord  Harcourt  had  only  run  over  the 
fame  general  topicks  again,  without  enter- 
ing into  any  particulars  at  all :  that  the 
King  had  afTurcd  her  of  this,  and  fhe  be- 
lieved, he  had  told  her  the  truth.  But, 
continued  ihc,  they  have  miffed  their  cnds^ 
for  the  King  was  in  very  good  humour 
with  her  and  the  children,  and  imputed 
nothing  to  them  in  this  whole  tranfadion. 
I  faid,  that  I  was  extremely  pleafed  her 
Royal  Highnefs  h^  not  been  thrown  off 
,  her  temper  by  this  behaviour,  confidering 
how  offenfive  it  was,  how  deep  it  was  laid, 
and  who  were  at  the  bottom  of  it :  for  that 
I,  particularly,  and  I  believed,  all  good  men 
placed  their  chief  hopes  in  the  Prince's 
continuing  in  her  hands  and  under  her  di- 
rection, and  in  her  prcferving  that  influence 

over 
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over  him,  which  was  juftly  due  to  her,  as  1752* 
well  from  her  prudence,  as  from  nature. —  Dec.  28, 
fhe  replied,  they  would  not  find  it  eafy  to 
make  her  lofc  her  temper,  I  told  her  of 
an  anonymous  letter  fent  to  Dr,  Newton, 
a  popular  preacher,  of  iSt.  George's,  fetting 
forth  the  dangerous  way  the  Prince's  edu- 
cation was  left  in,  and,  after  touching  on 
the  Doiftor's  popularity,  concluding  by 
putting  it  to  him  as  a  duty  to  take  notice 
of  it  in  the  pulpit.  She  had  not  heard  of 
it,  and  feemed  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  it 
meant.  I  faid,  the  only  meaning  I  could 
give  it  was,  though  perhaps  with  too  much 
refinement,  that  they  had  or  would  write 
anonymous  letters  to  the  fame  purpofe,  to 
forty  or  fifty  of  the  London  clergy,  in 
hopes  that,  among  fo  many,  one  hot-headed 
fellow  might  be  found,  who  would  take 
fire  at  it,  and  endeavour  to  diilinguifli 
himfelf  by  trying  to  raife  a  flame  about  it. 
But  I  did  not  think  proper  to  tell  her  Royal 
Highnefs  of  another  anonymous-  letter, 
which  was  fent  to  General  Hawley,  on 
Wednefday  the  20th  inft.  which,  when  it 
was  opened,  contained  nothing  to  him,  but 
O  4  was 
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i7S2«  was  a  fort  of  a  reprefentation  or  remon- 
Dec.  28.  ftrance  to  the  King  from  the  Whig  nobi- 
lity and  gentry;  fetting  forth  (as  may  be 
feen  in  my  papers  No*  9,)  their  great  con^ 
eern  and  apprehenfions  for  the  Prince's  edu- 
cation from  the  hands  in  which  he,  now, 
is-  their  diflatisfadlion  at  the  manner,  in 
which  the  power  of  the  crown  was  lodged; 
that,  indeed,  fome  of  thofe  who  by  their 
offices,  were  called  minifters,  and  ought  tp  . 
be  fo,  were  fometimes  tumbled  and  toffed 
about,  but  that  there  was  a  permanence  of 
power  placed  in  three  men,  whom  they 
looked  upon  as  dangerous ;  and  that  thefe 
men  entirely  trufted,  and  were  governed 
by  two  others;  one  of  whom  had  the  ab-r 
folute  direftion  of  the  Prince,  and  was  of 
a  Tory  family,  and  bred  in  arbitrary  prin^ 
ciples;  and  the  other,  who  was  bred  a 
profeffed  Jacobite  of  a  .declared  Jacobite 
family,  and  whofe  brother,  now  at  Rome, 
was  a  favourite  of  the  Pretender  and  even 
his  Secretary  of  State,  In  fhort,  the  co- 
rollary was,  that  Murray,  (Solicitor  Gene- 
ral) and  Stone,  governed  this  country.  This 
Uttpr  wag  fent  to  General  Hawley  with  an 

intent 
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intent  no  doubt,  that  he  fhould  immedi-  1752- 
ately  carry  it  to  the  Duke,  that  his  Royal  Dec.  28- 
Highnefs  might  lay  it  before  the  King  and 
make  what  firft  impreffions  he  could. 
Whether  the  General  did  fo,  I  don't  know, 
but  I  do  not  fufpedt  him  of  fo  much  fi- 
neffe;  but  what  is  certain,  is,  that  he  fent 
it  or  carried  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  laid  it  before  the  King.  What  was 
the  efFed,  I  can't  tell;  but  I  know  they 
were  very  much  intrigued  to  find  out 
whence  it  came  and  who  was  the  author.* 

Mr.  Furnefe  called  on  me,  and  from  a    ^1753* 
converfation  with  the  Solicitor  General,   Jan,  3. 
brings  me  new  proofs  of  the  King  s  indif* 
pofition  towards  me. 

The  Bifliop  of  Peterborough  made  Pre-      9. 
ceptor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

I  had  a  long  converfation  with  Mr.  Vane     20. 
about  our  negociation  with  the  court,  and 
he  feemed  to  think  it  much  for  their  inte- 
reft  to  agree  with  us.     He  exprefTed  great 
apprehenfions  pf  the  Duke  and  his  party. 

The 
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1753*  The  Princefs  fcnt  for  me — I  found  her 
Jan.  25.  with  the  Ladies  Augufta  and  Elizabeth — * 
we  began  with  talking  of  the  reconcilia- 
tion in  the  Dorfet  family:  from  that,  (he 
fpoke  of  the  Pruffian  memorial,  of  which 
I  gave  her  my  fentiments,  which  were, 
that  it  was,  no  doubt,  meant  to  be  very 
ofFenfive,  not  only  in  matter,  but  in  man- 
ner: for  that,  through  the  whoje,  there 
is  no  mention  made  of  the  King,  but  the 
reprefentation  is  niade  to  the  nation  and 
to  the  miniftry,  which  I  thought  highly 
indecent — fhe  replied,  fhe  thought  it  per- 
plexed them  very  much — I  faid,  it  muft 
do  fo,  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  way 
to  refent  the  affront.  She  faid,  if  we  did 
refent  it,  that  Hanoyer  was  open,  and  the 
King  of  Pruffia  could  do  what  he  pleafed 
with  it,  as  eafily  as  I  could  come  into  the 
garden  where  we  were,  from  my  terrace, 
I  replied,  he  had  taken  an  imprudent  occa- 
fion  to  infult  the  King,  becaufe  the  pre- 
fent  quarrel  was  upon  a  point  purely 
Englifli,  without  the  leail  mixtui^e  of  Ger-» 
man,  and  could  not  be  refented  on  the 
Ele<florate  without  alarming  every  Prince 

in 
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in^  Germany.     That  the  King  of  Pruffia   r7S3* 
muft  know,    that   the  Houfe  of  Auftria  Jan.  25. 
watched  with  impatience  to  recover  Silefia: 
that  he  was  lefs  a  match  for  Vienna,  than 
Hanover  was  for  him:   that  I  knew,  he 
wanted  a  war,  becaufe  he  felt  his  country 
finking  under  the  number  of  troops,  which 
he  kept  in  it,  in  time  of  peace.     That  I 
did  not  think  France  was  in  a  condition, 
or  in  the  difpofit'on  to  enter  into  a  war 
immediately,  and,  if  he  was  not  very  fure 
France  wpuld,  that  he  plaid  very  deep  and 
very  dangeroufly  indeed.     This  part,  as 
well  as  the  reft,  of  the  converfation  which 
was  long,  being  carried  on  in  the  cold  air, 
the  Princefs  muffled  up,  and  moftly  fpeak- 
ing  low  that  the  childreil  might  not  hear 
it;  I  fhall  choofe  to  throw  the  principal 
parts  together,  as  fhortly  and  as  clearly  as 
I  can,  though  not  exadlly  in  the  order  they 
were  fpoken,  but  as  much  in  the  words  as 
I  can  recolledl — the  Dutchefs  of  Devon- 
fhire*s  affembly,  of  laft  Monday,  was  men- 
tioned )  from  thence  Mr.  James  Pelham's 
'  of  laft  night,  which  was  profeffedly  for 
hazard,  and  for  the  Miniftry  and  Court. 

She 
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'753-  She  exprefled  great  diflike  at  playing  pub- 
Jan.  25.  lickly  at  forbidden  games :  £he  fpoke,  rea- 
fonably  and  warmly,  of  the  ill  example  and 
encouragement  it  gave  to  all  forts  of  dif- 
fipation,  &c.  &c.  I  agreed  with  her,  and 
mentioned  the  precautions,  which  Lord 
Treafurer  Godolphin  ufed,  to  conceal  his 
paflion  for  play,  though  he  praftifed  it  to  the 
laft:  but  added,  (to  change  the  difcourfe) 
that  it  was  but  once  a  year,  at  a  relation's 
houfcj  that  they  had  little  to  do,  for  all 
Parliament  oppofition  was  over,  no  body 
attended,  and  therefore  it  was  natural  that 
they  fhould  amufe  themfelves  a  little. 
She  faid,  yes,  all  feemed  to  be  quiet  now, 
but  how  long  would  it  continue  fo  ?  they 
never  were  in  fo  ticklifh  a  fituation,  as  at 
,  prefent:  that  they  were  frightened  three, 
years  ago,  but  with  very  little  or  no  rea- 
fon;  that  now  they  had  reafon  j  they  muft 
know  it  and  feel  it,  and  fhe  was  amazed 
they  did  not  look  out  for  afliftance  and 
friends  whom  they  could  depend  upon, 
but  that  their  cowardice  would  be  their 
ruin.  I  faid,  I  wondered  at  it  too,  that 
their  own  real  friends  and  dependants  were 

very 
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very  much  narrowed;  but  at  the  fame  1753. 
time,  {he  would  plcafe  to  confider,  that  it  Jan.  25* 
was  not  eafy  for  them  to  make  new  con- 
nexions ;  for  people  of  rank  and  real  effi- 
ciency, who  were  unengaged  and  truly 
neuters,  were  but  few;  and  againftalmoft 
every  one  of  thofe  few,  either  from  falfe 
reprefentations  or  caprice,  the  King  had 
taken  prejudices,  which  the  minifters  did 
not  care,  or  did  not  dare  to  combat,  which, 
I  fuppofed,  was  the  occafion  of  their  not 
ftrengthening  themfelves.  She  faid,  with 
great  warmth,  that,  when  tRey  talked  to 
her  of  the  King,  fhe  loft  all  patience,  for 
fhe  knew  it  was  nothing:  that,  in  thefe 
great  points,  fhe  reckoned  the  King  no 
more  than  one  of  the  trees  we  walked  by, 
(or  fomething  more  inconfiderable,  which 
jQie  named)  but  that  it  was  their  pufilla- 
nimity  which  would  make  an  end  of  them. 
I  faid,  that  it  was,  indeed,  furprifing; 
and  if  they  were  willing  to  accept  of  af- 
fiftance,  which  I  was  confident,  they  really 
wanted,  and  could  not,  I  was  much  con- 
cerned for  them  :  becaufe,  to  be  fure,  in 
great  things  the  King  muft  comply  with 
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I753*  what  was  reafonable.  For  inftance,  Madaniy 
Jan.  25.  to  put  a  Lady  of  your  Bedchamber,  or  a 
Groom  of  the  Stole  about  your  Royal 
Highnefs,  with  whom  you  muft  live ;  cm- 
your  Private  Treafurer,  who  muft  enter 
into  all  your  little  domeftic,  perfonal  de- 
tails, I  ought  to  confult  your  inclinations^ 
nay,  even  your  caprice  :  but  to  recommend 
one  of  your  Receivers  in  Cornwall,  your 
intereft  and  the  facility  of  your  fervice 
ought  only  to  be  confidered,  and  you 
ought  not  to  be  indulged  in  rejecting  him^ 
by  having  tdken  unfavourable  impreflions 
againft  him,  becaufe  it  would  render  your 
fervice  impradticable  -,  and  all,  fb  rejeiSed, 
muft  believe  that  1  never  meant  to  ferve 
them,  or  that  I  had  no  intereft  with  you, 
and  fhould  not,  long,  be  able  to  fupport 
myfelf.  She  faid,  it  was  moft  certainly  fo, 
the  King  was  nothing  in  thefe  things ; 
and  every  body  would  drop  from  them, 
one  by  one,  on  account  of  their  own 
.  cowardice,  I  told  her  that,  furely,  ihe 
had  a  right  to  infift  upon  their  adting 
otherwife,  confidcring  the  great  fupport 
fhe  had  given  them  in   the  late  ticklifh, 
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family  tranfadion.  She  faid,  flie  had  done  1753. 
them  fervice ;  but  it  fignified  nothing,  if  Jan,  25. 
they  would  not  help  themfelves.  I  replied, 
it  was  great  pleafure  to  me,  to  find  that 
her  Royal  Highlicfs  favoured  thofc  gen- 
tlemen^ becaufe,  for  my  own  part,  I  really 
liked  and  efteemed  them,  much  more  than 
any,  who  might  probably,  and  who  were, 
now,  endeavouring  to,  fucceed  them  ; 
and  becaufe  I  was  defirous  to  live  with, 
and  fupport  them  :  that  I  knew  nothing 
of  particulars,  but  that  I  fpoke  the  lan- 
guage of  the  town,  in  faying,  that  fhe 
had  very  greatly  and  ufefully  efpoufed  their 
caufe,  and,  therefore,  that  ihe  ought  to 
have  great  weight  with  them.  She  faid, 
(he  was  afraid  the  town  faid  more  of  it, 
than  flie  defired  ^  that  the  truth  was,  it 
was  certainly  her's,  and  her  family's  buii- 
ncfs,  to  keep  well  with  the  King,  and 
confequently  to  countenance  thofe  minif- 
ters  he  employed,  and  fhc  had  done  fo;  * 
but  fhe  did  not  underftand,  that  ihe  was 
bound  to  them  fo,  as  to  be  in  their  hands, 
I  replied,  that  this  was  the  difficulty,  and 
that  it  was  hard  to  avoid  falling  into  the 
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1753-  hands  of  either  one  fide,  or  the  other;  it 
Jan.  25.  was  a  ticklifh  fituation  :  and  here  I  ftop'd. 
She  faid,  fhe  had  helped  them,  and  was 
aftonifhed  at  their  cowardice,  in  not  making 
new  friends.  What  ground  did  they  ftand 
upon  ?  Could  they  doubt,  but  that  her 
good  brother  and  fifter  were,  the  whole  day 
♦  long,  doing  them  all  imaginable  mifchief 
at  St.  James's  ?  That,  while  they  were 
leflening  every  favourable  thing,  they  were 
heightening  and  exaggerating  every  unfa- 
vourable one  ?  The  Duke  of  Bedford  flir- 
ring  Heaven  and  Earth  in  the  country; 
opening  his  houfe  and  courting  every  body 
in  town  ?  What  would  become  of  them  ? 
Every  body  would  leave  them  by  degrees, 
on  account  of  their  pufillanimity.  I  faid, 
I  was  very  forry  for  their  inadtion,  for  that 
her  Royal  Highnefs  would  pleafe  to  ob- 
ferve  that,  to  people,  who  by  their  fitua- 
tion are  thrown  into  politicks ;  aftion^  in 
that  cafe,  is  what  life  is  to  the  body  :  we 
cannot  ceafe  to  live  for  a  time,  and  then, 
take  up  life  again  :  fo  in  politicks,  we 
mufi:  ad:  in  fome  way  or  another,  and  we 
cannot  ceafe  aftion  for  a  time,  and  then 

take 
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take  it  up,  again.  That  I  wiflied  the  pre-  i753* 
fent  miniftry  unfeignedly  well,  and  was  Jan.  2j. 
defirous  to  employ  all  my  credit  and 
friends  in  their  fervice ;  that,  befides  my 
friends  and  their  intereft,  I  would  un- 
dertake to  chufe  five  members  for  them> 
without  putting  them  to  a  fhilling  ex- 
pence,  or  defiring  them  to  make  a  tide- 
waiter  :  that  I  )thought  much,  if  not  their 
all,  depended  on  a  new  Parliament,  and  I 
was  willing  to  give  them  my  poor  affift- 
ance,  as  her  Royal  Highnefs  had  efpoufed 
their  caufe,  and  as  I  was,  in  my  opinion 
and  inclination,  made  more  prepoflelTed  in 
their  favour,  than  for.  any  body,  who  was 
in  any  likelihood  to  fucceed  them.  Here 
ended  all  that  was  material.  I  am  at  a  lofs 
toguefs,  why  this  great  lady  prelTes  con- 
verfations  of  this  nature  upon  me ;  I  nei- 
ther attempt,  nor  deferve  her  confidence, 
nor  am  I  fo  low,  as  to  be  fond  of  half 
confidences.  I  think  fhe  muft  become 
nothing,  by  either  fiding  with  the  minif- 
try  or  the  Duke.  A  third  party,  of  her 
own,  is  her  only  refource  in  cafe  of  a 
minority,  but  where  fhe  will  find  that 
P  party 
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1753-    wc  were  together,    and  I  am  furc,    you 
Feb.  8.  don't  think  theni  much  improved  fince. 
It  may  be  that  it  is    not,  yet,  too  late  to 
acquire  a  competence,  and  that  is  what  I 
am  moil  folicitous  about;  and  if  this  man, 
by  his  manner,  fhould  hit  upon  the  means 
of  giving  them  that,  I  fhall  be  mightily 
pleafed.     The  Bifhop  of  Norwich  was  fo 
confufed,  that  one  could  never  tell  what 
he  meant,  and  the  children  were  not  at  all 
pleafed  with  him.     I  faid,  that  the  whole 
tranfadlion  was  a  very  odd  thing,  that,  cer- 
tainly, there  muft  be  fome  bottom  to  it, 
which  we  at  a  diftance  could  not  difcern. 
She  replied,  fhe   thought   fo;    tliat    the 
ftories    about    the    hiftory    of    the   Pere 
d'Orleans  was  falfe:   the  only  little  dif- 
pute,  between  the  Bifhop  and  Prince  Ed^ 
ward,  was  about  le  Pere  Perefix's  hiftory 
of  Henry  the  IVth,  and  that  was  nothing 
at  all  to  produce  fuch  confequences.  That 
there  muft  be  politicks  at   the   bottom  : 
that  there  was  a  ftory  of  the  Bifhop's  hav- 
ing faid,  that  Murray,  (the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral) when  he  was  firft  appointed,  told  him 
that  Lord  Harcourt  was  only  a  cypher ; 
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that,  as  he  (the  Bifliop)  had  parts  and  abl-  1753- 
lities,  he  might  eafily  get  the  whole  into  Feb.  8. 
his  Qwn  hands,  and  at  the  fame  time  ai- 
vifed  him  not  to  omit  fo  fair  an  opportu- 
nity :  that  (he  believed  it  was  a  lye,  but  if 
it  was  true,  the  Bifhop  muft  be  a  bad  man 
to  betray  the  private  advice  of  a  friend. 
I  faid,  I  was  moll:  confident  it  was  falfe, 
that  Mr.  Murray  had  too  much  fenfe  to 
meddle  at  all,  with  what  did  not  belong 
to  him ;  but  if  .he  had  done  it  (which  I 
could  never  believe)  I  was  fure  it  could 
only  be  in  favour  of  his  friend.  Stone,  with 
whom  he  was  clofely  connefted  :  that  I 
looked  upon  Mr.  Murray. to  be  a  very  emi- 
nent man,  and  much  the  moft  able  and* 
efficient  of  all  thofe,  who  were  openly  and 
honourably  attached  to  the  miniftry.  She 
faid,  it  was  very  likely ;  fhe  thought  they 
had  very  few  friends,  and  wondered  at 
their  ndt  getting  more,  and  that  it  was 
their  cowardice  only  which  hindered  them : 
that,  if  they  talked  of  the  King,  fhe  was  out 
of  patience;  it  was  as  if  they  fhould  tell  her, 
that  her  little  Harry  below  would  not  do 
what  was  proper  for  him ;  that  juft  fo,  the 
P  3  King 
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1 753*  King  would  fputter  and  make  a  buftle,  but 
fck'  8.  when  they  told  him  that  it  tnuil  he  done 
from  the  neceflity  of  his  fervice,  he  mujft 
do  it,  as  little  Harry  mnik  when  jChe  came 
down.  I  replied,  I  was  fincergly  forry, 
not  for  the  prefent,  but  thaj  I  apprehg.nde4 
^  this  want  gf  real,  attached^  ^nd  declared 
.  friends  might  produce  ugly  confeqijences 
^nd  contefts,  in  cafe  qf  a  deipife.  ,Sh(s  fjiid, 
it  w^  to  bfj  apprehended,  but  ihg  c.oijld 
not  help  it.  J  faid,  that  .they  ought,  for 
her  i&ke,  aijd  from  what  they  pw?d  her, 
tQ  th^ftk  of  thofe  ppnfeqiiences^  She  ^n- 
fwer.ed,  they  owed  her  nothing ;  that  ift 
regard  tp  the  Jaft  diftijrbapc?s  in  the  fa-^ 
•  fnily,  flie  protefted,  fhe  knew  no  ojofe  thea 
ihe  h^d  told  ipe — that  (he  never  conceived 
it  coiild  come  to  an  open  rupture  :  an4 
^gain  protefted  that,  when  fhe  heard  that 
Lord  Harcourt  had  been  with  the  Kingt 
on  his  arrival,  tp  refign,  ihe  was  as  igno- 
rant of  it,  and  as  much  furprifed  at  it,  ^s 
I  could  be  :  that  what  had  been  done  (inQP^ 
jn  the  replacing  them,  was  done  in  the 
pu25^1pd  \vay  which  I  kmWy  and  in  whi^b 
jjie  had  yery  littje  or  no  fhare^   and  that, 

for 
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for  the  minifters,  Jfhe  had  never  feen  them  1753. 
in  her  life.  Madam,  fays  I,  your  Royal  Feb.  8, 
Highnefs  will  forgive  me,  but  if  I  had  not 
catched  myfelf,  I  was  juft  going  toYay, 
Lord,  Madam  !  what  do  you  mean  ?— I 
mean,  anfwered  fhe,  juft  as  I  fay ;  the  only 
way  I  could  fee  them  in  the  Prince's  time, 
I  don't  call  feeing  them ;  and  fince  that 
time  I  have  never  feen  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle,  what  I  fhould  call  more  than  once, 
but  as^  I  am  fpeaking  to  you  with  great 
exadnefs,  it  was  twice  j  and  I  have  not 
feen  Mr.  Pelham  at  dl— no,  not  once. 
The  Duke  was,  once,  here,  with  the  Arch- 
|)ifhop  and  the  Chancellor,  upon  fome  for- 
mality ;  and  laft  year,  when  the  King  was 
out  of  the  way,  he  ftole  over  to  Kew,  to 
take  his  leave,  but  has  never  been  here, 
fince  his  return,  though  almoft  every  body 
has,  as  Lady  Yarmouth,  Munchaufen,  Lord 
Anfon,  &c.  Mr,  Pelham  has  behaved  bet- 
ter, and  always  very  civilly  :  he  had  not 
the  fame  reafons;  he  might  indeed  at  firft, 
before  our  money  matters  were  fettled, 
have  taken  that  occafion  to  come  ^  but  as  he 
did  not  do  it,  he  has  had  no  call  j  and  fears, 
P  4  1  fup^ 
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1753.  I  fuppofc,  the  King's  jealoufics  and  fufpi- 
Feb.  8.  cions,  who  is  never  without  them.  When 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  was  with  me,  I 
very  ftrongly  teftified  my  furprife  to  him, 
that  he  fhould  negleft  fuch  a  body  of  the 
late  Prince's  fervants ;  that,  though  they 
had  wifhed  me  and  my  part  of  the  family, 
better  than  any  other  party;  yet,  as  that 
was  over,  and  they  were  willing  to  come 
under  him,  furely  fome  of  them  were 
worth  accepting.  If  they  were  not  to  be 
rewarded  for  their  attachment,  it  was  fure- 
ly  ftrange  that  they  were  to  have  an  exclu- 
fion  put  upon  them  for  it.  He  fhuffled 
and  hefitated  upon  this ;  but  at  laft  faid, 
to  be  fure  it  fhould  be  thought  of,  and 
brought  about.  I  faid,  it  was  indeed  fur- 
prifing,  for  that  thofe  gentlemen,  inftead 
of  having  acquired  any  merit  by  their  fer- 
vices,  were  not  even  allowed  the  fair  play 
that  they  would  have  had,  if  they  had 
never  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  royal 
family  :  I  thought  it  very  difadvantageous, 
becaufe,  in  cafe  of  ademife,  that  all  would 
be  to  be  done,  which  ought  to  have  been 
long  fettled,  and  ready  to  be  done,  in  cafe 
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of  accidents.  She  faid,  that  the  Duke  '753- 
durft  not  come  near  her  for  fear  of  her  ^^^*  ^•' 
lifter  Amelia.  I  alked  her,  if  fhe  thought 
he  could  be  ignorant  of  htr  dillike  to  him, 
even  to  inveteracy.  She  anfwered,  no ;  but 
ftill  he  was  afraid  of  her.  That  he  had  ' 
once,  fince  he  came,  got  leave  to  fee  her, 
but  on  condition  that  fomebody  fhould  be 
in  theTOom  :  but  that,  in  the  cafe  I  men- 
tioned, fhe  fhould  fopn  enough  have  him 
trotting  on  all  fours  to  her.  That  fhe  had 
nothing  to  do  with  them  :  could  they  be- 
lieve, if  the  time  ever  came,  that  fhe  fhould 
forget  thofe  whom  fhe  had  mentioned  to 
them  ? — that  fhe  fhould  forget,  what  fhe 
ought  moft  to  remember,  from  duty,  from 
intereft,  and  from  gratitude  ?  She  could  not 
help  it — it  muft  be  a/ors,  comme  dors.  Per- 
haps the  fewer  engagements  fhe  was  under 
the  better.  Thus  ended  this  other  very 
Angular  converfation. 

Mr.  Glover  dined  with  me,  who  read      ii. 
his  tragedy  of  Medea. 

The 
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1753,       The  Duke  of  Bedford  moved  for  Nova 
fcb.  13.  Scotia  papers  very  ably. 

IS-  The  cabinet  met,  and  fat  late,  on  the 
ftrange  imputation  of  Bifhop  Johnfon's, 
MeiTrs.  Stone's  and  Murray's  being  Jaco- 
bites, and  having  drunk  the  Pretender's 
health  at  Vernon's,  the  linen-draper's, 
about  twenty  years  ago.  They  got  but 
half  through,  and  v^rill  fet  again  to-morrow. 

23.  Lord  Ravenfworth's  extraordinary  com-^ 
mittee  ended,  which  began  the  15th  inft. 
and  fat  feven  nights. 

26.  I  went  to  Lord  Hobart's  concert,  which 
is  extremely  good,  and  perfedlly  well  un- 
derftood.  The  cabinet  met  to  fettle  the 
report  to  be  made  to  the  King  upon  Meffrs, 
Stone's  and  Murray's  aiFairs,  of  which 
more  hereafter. 

March  3.      I  waited  upon  the  Princefs,  who   was 
pleafed  to  inform  me,  that  Mr.  Stone  was 
determined  to  profecute  Mr.  Foffet  for  de- 
famation ;  that  his  council  were  the  Attor- 
ney 
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pcy  General,  Mr,  Hume  Campbell,  Mr,  1753, 
Pord,  and  Sir  Richard  Floyd  •  I  faid,  Mar^h  3. 
though  I  was  in  no  connexion  with  Mr* 
Stone  that  entitled  me  to  call  him  friend, 
yet  I  had  long  known  and  obferved  him  : 
that  I  had  a  real  efteem  for  him,  and 
thought  him  very  honeft  and  very  able, 
and  I  was  convinced,  that  the  King  had 
not  a  more  faithful  fubjeft,  nor  one  more 
truly  aifedionate  to  every  branch  of  the 
royal  family ;  that  upon  this  foot,  I  was 
jiot  without  apprehenfions  of  bringing 
filch  an  affair  into  a  Court  of  Juftice, 
Failure,  in  the  leaft  circumftance  of  proof  j 
tanjpering  with  evidence  or  juries,  &c. 
jnade  me  a  little  uneafy.  She  replied,  ihe 
was  fo  too,  but  they  would  have  it  fo ; 
that  Stone  had  behaved  very  well  to  her, 
^d  to  the  children;  that,  though  it  would 
be  treafon  if  it  was  known,  yet  he  always 
fpok^  of  the  late  Prince  with  great  refpedt, 
gnd  with  great  civility  of  all  thofe  whom 
he  knew  the  Prince  had  a  real  value  for; 
That  l/Qfd  Harcottf t  behaved  very  diffe- 
tently ;  that  he  not  only  behaved  very  ill 
%Q  l)?ff  but  ^wgyj  fpoke  to  the  children 
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'753*  of  their  father,  and  of  his  aftions,  in  fo 
March  3.  difrefpciStful  a  manner,  as  to  fend  them  to 
her  almofl  ready  to  cry ;  and  that  he  did 
all  he  could  to  alienate  them  from  her,  in 
fo  much,  that  they  themfelves  were  fen- 
fible  of  it,  and  that  George  had  mentioned 
it  to  her  once,  fince  Lord  Harcourt's  de- 
parture ;  that  he  was  afraid  he  had  not  be- 
haved to  her,  fometimes,  fo  well  as  he 
ought,  and  wondered  how  he  could  be  fo 
mifled ;  to  which  ihe  anfwered,  no,  but 
that,  now  and  then,  not  with  quite  fo  much 
complaifance,  as  a  young  gentleman  fhould 
ufe  to  a  lady.  I  faid,  I  flattered  myfelf  fhe 
would  find  a  very  different  behaviour  in 
Lord  Waldegrave.  She  faid,  yes  indeed ; 
that  ftie  liked  very  well  all  fhe  faw  of  him. 
I  hinted  that  this  whole  thing  feemed 
much  deeper  laid  than  at  Murray  and  Stone, 
and  that  it  flruck  at  the  Pelhams.  She 
faid,  mofl  certainly — they  mufl  be  blind 
if  they  did  not  fee  it,  and  the  greatefl 
cowards  alive,  if  they  did  not  refent  it: 
that,  now,  was  the  time ;  and  they  were 
undone,  if  they  neglected  the  opportunity : 
(he  repeated,  they  were  undone ;  that  the 
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King  took  the  thing  highly  in  their  favour,  ^753- 
and  talked  of  it  as  the  moft  unworthy  at-  March  3, 
tack,  and  told  her  that  Stone  had  ferved 
him  faithfully  thefe  twenty  years,  and  that 
he  knew  all  that  he  himfelf  knew :  that  if 
he  was  a  Peer,  every  body  would  think 
him  proper  to  be  Secretary  ;  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  been  with  her  an  hour  and  held 
this  fort  of  converfation.  I  faid,  I  was 
happy  theJCing  had  taken  fo  favourable  an 
impreflion ;  that  I  hoped  and  believed  it 
would  lafl: ;  but,  however,  that  it  fhould 
be  made  ufe  of,  while  it  was  fo  ftrong, 
becaufe  it  was  poflible  it  might  cool ;  coil- 
fidering,  as  her  Royal  Highnefs  herfelf  had 
been  pleafed  to  obferve  to  me,  who  thofe  per- 
fons  were,  who  were  always  about  the  King 
at  St.  James's,  and  that  the  miniftry  had 
nobody  there.  She  faid,  to  be  fure :  they 
muft  ilrike  while  the  iron  was  hot,  or  be 
ruined :  that  fhe  had  told  Stone  fo,  who  faid, 
they  had  promifed  to  do  what  was  proper: 
and  that  fhe  had  replied,  Mr,  Stone,  it  is 
aftions,  now,  and  not  words  that  muft  be 
expected:  that  fhe  had  fttn  her  great, 
great  fat  friend  (the  Duke)  who  talked  to 

her 
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X7S3*  her  about  it,  and  alked  her  if  fhe  did  not 
March  3.  think  it  a  very  difagreeable  affair :  that  flic 
anfwered,  yes,  but  that  flic  did  not  regard 
it.  He  aflced  her,  if  flie  was  not  very 
forry  it  happened  :  that  flie  replied,  not  at 
all,  if  the  minifliers  would  make  a  proper 
ufe  of  it.  She  told  me  then,  that  Murray 
had  behaved  with  fpirit,  and  made  an  ex- 
ceeding good  fpeech,  of  which  flic  gave 
me  a  detail  as  far  as  flic  remembered,  and 
-  particularly  took  notice  that  he  had  marked 
ftrongly  that  it  was  not  he,  nor  Stone  that 
were  principally  ftruck  at,  but  that  it 
went  home  to  the  minifl:ry. 

6.  I  went  to  a  caufe  at  council ;    the  Soli- 

citor, who  was  for  the  appellant,  left  the 
reply  to  the  Attorney,  during  which  we 
had  a  converfation,  wherein  he  acquainted 
nae  with  his  behaviour ;  that  he  was  brought 
in  by  implication  only;  that  Stone  was 
principally  meant  and  named  by  Lord  Ra- 
venfworth,  who,  from  what  Foflet  had 
faid  to  him  in  private  converfation,*  came 
up  and  infifted  that  Stone  fliould  be  dif- 
mifled,  and  that  fo  peremptorily  to  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Newcaftle,  that  he  was  obliged  to    1753. 
lay  it  before  the  King,  who  flighted  it :  March  6* 
but  Stone  infifted  with  him,  to  have  it  ex- 
amined into,  which  gave  occafion  to  the 
briifging  it  before  the  council.     When  he 
(Murray)  heard  of  this,  he  fent  a  meflage 
to  the  King,  humbly  to  acquaint  his  Ma- 
jefly  that,  if  he  fliould  be  called  before 
fuch  a  committee,  on  fo  fcandalous  and  in- 
jurious an  account,  he  would  refign  his  office 
and  would  refufe  to  anfwer— ^that  the  King 
highly  approved  of  it— that  when  it  was 
over,  and  Stone  had  been  heard,  he  thought 
proper  to  demand  an  audience,  and  made  a 
fpeech,  part  of  which  he  repeated  to  me. 
It  was  full  of  fpirit,  and  charged  the  mat- 
ter home,  as  a  deep  laid  combination  againil: 
the  miniftry,  &c.  I  faid,  every  body  faw  it  in 
the  fame  light,  and  thought,  that  if  they 
did  not  ad,  they  were  undone  :  that  the  / 

King  was  now  in  the  moft  favourable  dif- 
pofitiouj  but  how  long  it  would  laft, 
might  be  doubted,  conlidering  who  were 
neareft  to  him,  and  that  there  was  nobody 
to  parry  for  the  minifters .  That  I  had  fomc 
reafons  to  think  the  Princefs  was  much 

alarmed 
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^753-  alarmed  at  their  inactivity :  that,  unlefs 
March  6.  they  could  fhew  they  had  ftrength  of  friends 
to  fecond  her,  how  could  fhe  fupport  them  ? 
That  I  had  it  from  coffee  houfes,  that  the 
defign  was  to  end  in  repealing  the  regency 
adt,  and  making  the  Duke  regent ;  that, 
(if  they  did  not  reprefent  ftrongly  to  the 
King,  that,  if  he  liked  the  abfolute  tran- 
quility of  the  two  houfes,  he  muft  leave  it 
to  them  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  inftruments, 
as  they  thought  proper,  to  continue  it) 
they  were  ruined.  The  Solicitor  approved 
,of  all  I  faid,  ilep  by  ftep,  in  very  ftrong 
terms.  He  feemed  much  alarmed  at  the 
repeal  of  the  regency  bill,  and  faid,  that 
all  I  faid  was  true ;  that  they  muft  aft,  or 
be  undone :  they  themfelves  knew  it,  and 
he  thought  they  certainly  would  adl,  and 
he  particularly  approved  of  what  I  propofed 
fliould  be  faid  to  the  King. 

8.  We  went  to  fee  the  manufadure  of  ta- 

peftry  from  France,  now  fet  up  at  Fulham 
by  the  Duke.  The  work,  both  of  the 
gobelins  and  of  chaillot,  called  favoijnerie, 
is  very  fine,  but  very  dear. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Vane,  Mr.  Furnefe    X7S3- 

and  I  dined  together,  by  appointment,  at  Mar.  i6. 

Mr.  Vane's.     The  offer  of  pur  thorough 

attachment,   in  return  for  Mr.   Pelham's 

thorough    friendfhip    and   protection    in 

bringing  us  into  court,  was  renewed,  and 

my   views    of  meaning   to    fupport  their 

power,  and  not  fharing  it  as  a  Minifter, 

was   explained.     Mr.  Pelham,  in  a  very 

frank  and  honourable  manner,  declared  his 

real  defire  and  inclination   to  accept  our 

friendfhip,  and  return  his  own:    that,  if 

his  friendihip  ,was  fufBcient  to  eifeft  the   . 

whole,  he  would  with  pleafure  engage  for 

the  whole :  but,  that  he  could  not  anfwer 

for  the  King,  whofe  prejudices  were  very 

ftrong  againft   me,  and,   chiefly,  for  my 

having  quitted  his  fervices  for  his  fon's, 

&c.  but  that  every  thing  in  his  power  he 

would  do  to  remove  them,   to  make  way 

for  a  meafure  fo  truly  agreeable  to  him. 

I  then  entered  into  a  detail  (which  I  offered 

to  prove)  of  the  injuflice  and  unreafonable- 

nefs  of  thefe  prejudices,  and  then  faid,  that 

from  this  long  account,  he  might  naturally 

€xpe<ft  a  requefl  to  enter  into  a  juflification, 

'  Q^  either 
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J 753-    either  by  myfelf  or  by  him  :  but  that  I  did 
Mar.  1 6.  not  defire  to  juftify  with  the  King.     That 
all  I  defired  him  to  fay  to  the  King  was, 
that,  though  it  was  never  in  my  intention 
to  offend  his  Majefty,  it  was  fufficient,  that 
he  was  difpleafed,.  for  me  to  think  myfelf 
to  blame,  and  that,  to  induce  him  to  for- 
give me,    I  humbly  offered  him  my  fervi- 
ces  and  all  the  intereft  I  had  in  the  Houfc, 
and  out  of  it,   for  the  refl  of  my  life.     I 
added,  that  I  thought  this  fubmifSon  and 
this  offer  of  five  members  at  leaft,  fhould 
be  fufficient  to  wipe  away  impreffions,  even 
if  I  had  been  a  declared  Jacobite.     He  faid, 
it  was  all  that  could  be  faid,  and  all  fhould 
be  made  of  it,  that  his  credit  could  make. 
But  that,  if  it  fhould  be  pradlicable,  and  I 
fhould  be  in  any  ftation,  and  the  King 
fhould  not  be  prevailed  on  to  behave  to  me 
as  I  might  juftly  expedt,  I  might  grow  un- 
eafy  and  be  diflatisfied,   as  in  the  cafe  of 
Pitt,  to  whom  they  could  never  perfuade 
the  King  to  appear  commonly  civil.     I 
anfwcred,  no,  not  in  the  leafl.     He  faid, 
•    yes,   I  might  fancy  fo,  and  he  believed  I 
fhould.     I  replied,  that  I  anfwered  with 

cer- 
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certainty,  becaufe  I  had  confidered  and  .  '753* 
made  up  my  mind  about  that.  That  all  I  Mar.  i6. 
w^fhed  of  the  King  was,  to  make  me  over 
to  him  (Pelham,)  to  let  him  difpofe  of  me, 
as  he  thought  fit,  and  fufFer  him  to  receive 
my  friendfhip,  attachment  and  fervices, 
that  I  defired  by  no  means  to  encroach 
upon  his  Majefty's  time,  or  thoughts  or 
behaviour,  provided  he  would  give  him 
(Pelham J  leave  to  employ  me,  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice,  in  the  way  that  was  moft  , 
agreeable  to  him.  ..That  I  would  give  him 
my  reafons  with  the  utmoft  freedom,  which 
were>  that,  indeed,  if  I  was  a  new  man  and 
in  any  ftation,  I  fhould,  in  paying  my 
court,  expedl  that  fort  of  civil  return  which 
was  my  due:  but  after  fuch  unworthy 
prejudices^  and  fo  void  of  all  foundation 
taken  againft  me,  I  fhould  never  defire  any 
converfation  or  intercourfe  with  his  Ma- 
jefty  more  than  a  diftant,  but  profound  re- 
fpedt  on  my  fide,  and  that,  as  feldom  as 
was  confiftent  with  the  duty  of  a  moft 
faithful  and  refpeftful  fubject.  Upon  the 
whole,  Mr.  Pelham  behaved  in  fo  open  and 
noble  a  manner,  as  to  chufe  to  make  it* 
0^2  plain. 
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1753-  .  plain,  ten  times  atlcaft,  (though  he  did  not 
lar.  16  mike  ufe  of  the  expreffions  precifely)  that 
I  fliould  rather  fee  that  he  wanted,  power, 
than  have  any  doubt  of  his  fincerity,  if  it 
did  not  fucceedj  and  that  the  doubt  of  his 
ftrcngth  and  power  alone,  hindered  him 
from  promifing  pofitively  to  efFedt  it :  and 
therefore,  if  I  judge  this  right,  I  am  obli- 
ged to  him,  and  am  determined  to  be  his 
friend,  whether  it  fucceeds  or  not. 

22.  Went  to  the  Houfe  q{  Lords,  the  .Duke 

of  Bedford  opened  the  affair  of  Foffet's  re- 
port againft  the  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  Stone 
and  Murray,  and  appealed  to  Lord  Ravenf- 
worth,  who  opened  the  whole  tranfadion 
in  a  long  narrative.  Then  the  Duke,  in  a 
long  fpeech,  founded  his  queftion  upon 
that  narrative,  which  in  fubftance,  was  to 
addrefs  the  King  for  the  whole  proceeding 
before  the  council:  The  Chancellor  and 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  anfwered  him,  and  to 
make  this  queftion  (which  was  forefeen 
and  I  think  needed  not  to  be  fo  timoroufly 
apprehended)  the  more  unneceffary,  they 
had  obtained  of  the  King  to  difpenfe  with 

the 
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the  oath  of  thofe  Lords  of  the  council   1753- 
upon  this  occafion,  and  to  fufFer  them  to  Mar.  22. 
acquaint  the  Houfe  with  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, which  thofe  two  Lords  did  pretty 
much  at  large.     The  debate  was  long  and 
heavy;  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  performance 
moderate  enough  j  he  divided  the  houfe, 
but  it  was  not  told,  for  there  Went  below 
the  Bar  with   him,   the  Earl  Harcourt, 
Lord  Townfliend,  the  Bifhopof  Worcefter 
and  Lord  Talbot  only.     The  Bifhop  of 
Norwich  and  Lord  Harcourt  both  fpoke, 
not  to  muchpurpofe;  but  neither  of  them, 
in  the  leaft,  fuppprted  the  Duke's  quef- 
ftion.     Upon  the  whole,  it  was  the  woril     . 
judged,  the  worft  executed,  and  the  worft 
fuppprted  point,  that  I  ever  faw  of  fo  much 
expe<3:ation, 

I  will  now  fet  down  in  writing  the  ex^ 
ad  truth  of  this  ftrange,  important  trifle. 

Mn  Foflet,  Meffrs.  Murray  and  Stone, 

were   much    acquainted,    if   not    fchool 

fellows,  in  early  life.     Their  fortune  led 

them  different  ways :   Foffet's  was  to  be  a 

0^3  country 
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1753*  country  lawyer  and  recorder  of  Newcaftk, 
Mar.  22.  Johnfon,  now  Bifhop  of  Glocefter,  was  one 
of  their  aflbciates.  On  the  day  the  King's 
birth-day  was  kept,  they  dined  at  the 
Dean  of  Durham's,  at  Durham,  this  Fof- 
fet,  Lord  Ravenfworth,  Major  Davifon, 
and  one  or  two  more,  who  retired  after 
dinner  into  another  room:  the  converfa- 
tion  turning  upon  the  late  Bilhop  of  Glou- 
cefter's  preferments,  it  was  afked  who 
was  to  have  his  Prebend  of  Durham:  the 
Dean  faid,  that  the  laft  news  from  London 
was,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  have  it: 
Foflct  faid,  he  was  glad  that  Johnfon  got 
6fF  fo  well,  for  he  remembered  him  a  Ja- 
cobite feyeral  years  ago,  and  that  he  ufcd 
to  be  with  a  relation  of  his  who  was  very 
difafFefted,  one  Vernon,  amercer,  where  the 
Pretender's  Jicalth  was  frequently  drunk. 
This,  pafling  among  a  few  familiar  acquaint? 
tance  ^as  thought  no  more  of  at  the  time : 
it  fpread,  however,  fo  much  in  the  north 
(how,  I  never  heard  accounted  for)  and 
reached  Town  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Mr. 
Pelham  thought  it  neceflary  to  defire  Mr. 
Vane,  who  was  a  friend  to  FoiTet  and  who 

employed 
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employed  him  in  his  bufinefs,  to  write  to  ^753- 
Foflet,  to  know  if  he  had  faid  this  of  John-  Mar.  zz, 
fon,  and  if  he  had,  if  it  was  true. 

This  letter  was  written  on  the  9th  of 
January  ;  it  came  to  Newcaftle  the  Friday 
following.  Foflet  was  much  furprifed, 
but  the  poft  going  out  in  a  few  hours  after 
its  arrival,  he  immediately  acknowledged 
the  letter  by  a  long,  but  not  very  explicit 
anfwer.  Thi^  Friday  happened  to  be  the 
club-day  of  the  neighbouring  gentlemen 
at  Newcaftle — as  foon  as  Lord  Ravenf- 
worth,  who  was  a  patron  and  employer 
of  Fofl^et,  came  into  the  town,  Foflet  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  extraordinary  letter 
he  had  received :  he  told  him,  that  he  had 
already  anfwered  it,  and  being  aflced  to 
fliew  the  copy,  faid  he  kept  none ;  but 
defired  Lord  Ravenfwprth  to  recoiled:,  if 
he  held  jfuch  a  converfation  at  the  Deaniy 
of  Durham,  the  day  appointed  for  the 
birth-day.  Ravenfworth  recoUedied  no- 
thing at  all  of  it.  They  went  to  the  club 
together,  and  Ravenfworth  went  the  next 
morning  to  fee  his  mother  in  the  neigh-  ^ 
0^4  bourhood. 
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1753'  bourhood,  with  whom  he  ftaid  till  Mon- 
Mar.  22.  day  ;  but  this  thing,  of  fuch  confequence, 
-  lying  upon  his  thoughts,  he  returned  by 
Newcaftle.  He  and  Foffet  had  another 
eonverfation,  and  in  endeavouring  to  re- 
frefh  each  other's  memory  about  this 
dreadful  delinquency  of  Johnfon,  Foflet 
faid,  he  could  not  recoiled:  pofitively,  at 
fuch  a  diftance  of  time,  whether  Johnfon 
drank  thofe  healths,  or  had  been  prefent 
at  the  drinking  them,  but  that  Murray  and 
Stone  had  done  both,  feveral  times.  Ravenf- 
worth  was  exceflively  alarmed  at  this,  with 
relation  to  Stone,  on  account  of  his  office  a- 
boutthePrijjce;  and  thus  the  affair  of  John- 
fon was  quite  forgotten,  and  the  epifode  be^ 
came  the  principal  part.  There  were  ma- 
ny more  conferences  between  Ravenfworth 
and  FoiTet,  upon  this  fubjedt,  in  which  the 
latter  always  perfifted,  that  Stone  and 
Murray  were  prefent  at  the  drinking,  and 
did  drink  thofe  healths.  It  may  be  ob- 
ferved  here,  that,  when  he  was  examined 
upon  oath,  he  fwore  to  the  years  173 1  or 
1732  atlateft.  Foffet  comes  up,  as  ufual, 
about  his  law  bufinefs,  and  is  examined  by 

Meffrs, 
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Meffrs.  Pelham  and  Vane,  who  never  had  i753^ 
heard  of  Murray  or  Stone  being  named :  Mar.  22. 
he  is  alked  and  anfwers,  only  with  relation 
to  Johnfon,  never  mentioning  either  of 
the  others  :  but  the  love  of  his  country, 
his  King^  and  pofterity,  burned  fo  ftrongly 
in  Ravenfworth's  bofom,  that  he  could 
have  no  reft,  till  he  had  difcovered  this 
enormity.  Accordingly,  when  he  came 
to  town,  he  acquainted  the  miniftry  and 
almoft  all  his  great  friends  with  it,  and 
inlifted  upon  the  removal  of  Stone.  The 
miniftry  would  have  flighted  it,  as  it  de-  '  . 
ferved,  but,  as  he  perfifted  and  had  told  fo 
many  of  it,  they  could  not  help  laying  it 
before  the  King,  who,  though  he  himfelf 
flighted  it,  was  advifed  to  examine  it,  which 
examination  produced  this  moft  injudicious 
proceeding  in  Parliament.  The  Duke  of  De- 
vonfliire  was  the  only  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  was  abfent  from  the  Houfe.  The 
minifters,  and  indeed,  every  body  elfe,  did 
imagine,  and,  I  believe,  ftill  do,  that  this 
whole  affair  is  combined  with  the  refigna- 
tions,  and  that  there  was  a  fet  of  pretended 
friends  to  the  Pelhams  ready  to  take  ad- 
vantage 
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I7S3*  vantage  of  it ;  and,  I  know,  that  Mr.  Pel- 
Mar.  22.  ham  did  think  that  this  motion  would  give 
great  lights  to  it.  How  far  their  expecta- 
tions are  anfwered,  I  cannot  fay;  mine 
were  entirely  difappointed,  for  the  whole 
,was  fo  ill  condudted  and  fupported,  that  I 
fhould  almoft  be  tempted  to  believe,  that 
the  grounds,  which  carried  our  conjeftures 
into  a  fort  of  certainty,  had  no  foundation 
at  all. 

29.  I  waited  on  the  Princefs,   who  feemed 

much  pleafed  that  the  affair  had  ended  fo 
well  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  faid,  that 
it  was  owing  to  the  King's  fteadinefs  and 
refolution,  that*  it  went  no  farther :  that 
hifi  Majefty  took  it  with  good  fenfe  and 
proper  firmnefs,  without  which  the  Lords 
of  the  Calynet  would  not  have  behaved  as 
they  did.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  is 
the  firft  time,  that  I  ever  heard  her  fpeak 
favourably  of  the  King.  In  mentioning 
my  reafons  for  having  an  opinion  of  Mr* 
Stone,  without  having  any  friendfliip  with 
him,  I  faid,  that  from  thence  I  was  glad 
when  I  heard  he  was  placed  about  the 

Prince. 


[    ^35    3 

Prince.  She  replied,  (he  was  not ;  on  the  ^753* 
contrary,  flie  was  very  forry,  and  much  Mar.  29. 
alarmed  at  it.,  I  was  furprifed,  and  alked 
why  ?  She  anfwered,  becaufe  the  Prince 
had  always  taught  her  to  believe,  that  Stone 
was  a  Jacobite,  and  that  fhe  did  firmly  be- 
lieve it :  that  the  Prince  was  convinced  of 
it,  and,  when  affairs  went  ill  abroad,  ufed 
to  fay  to  her  in  a  paffion,  how  could  better 
be  expefted,  when  fuch  a  Jacobite  as  Stone 
was  trufted  ? 

Lord  Middlefex  and  Mr.  Forreiler  were  May  2. 
with  me  to  fuggeft  a  plan  for  laying  a  ftate 
of  his  Lordfhip's    debts  before  the  Duke 
of  Dorfet :  they  amount  to  1 5,000/. 

Mr.  Ralph  gave  me  an  account  that  Mn  7. 
William  Beckford  was  with  him  laft  Sa- 
turday, and  told  him,  that  they  had  a  body 
formed,  not  a  large  one,  which  would  adt 
together :  that  they  found  it  neceflary  to 
employ  the  prefs,  and  that  they  thought 
him  the  ableft  perfon,  &c.  That  they  pro- 
pofed  fetting  forth  a  paper.  He  defired  to 
J5:npw,  with  whom  he  was  to  be  engaged, 

befides 
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1753'  bcfidcs  Mr.Bcckford?  andafked,  if  the  Duke 
May  7.  of  Cumberland  was  to  protedithem?  he  was 
anfwered,  with  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  but  Mr* 
Beckford  could  not  tell  whether  his  Royal 
Highnefs  was  concerned.  Ralph  thenaiked, 
if  he,  with  his  inftruments,  was  to  be  fe- 
cured  and  protected  againft  all  law  profecu- 
tions  ?  what  eftablifhment  for  himfelf  ?  and 
if  he  was  to  lay  down  his  own  plan  and  write 
in  conformity  to  it,  or  if  it  was  expedled, 
that  he  fhould  be  confined  ?  anfwered,  that 
he  fhould  be  thoroughly  proteded,  and  by 
tbofe,  who  would  own  him  in  both  Houfes 
—that  his  allowance  fhould  be  handfome, 
but  could  not  then  name  the  fum,  and 
that  he  was  to  be  at  entire  liberty.  Upon 
which  being  prefTed  to  go  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  who  defired  to  fee  him  foon,  he 
promifed  Mr.  Beckford  to  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  waiting  upon  his  Grace* 

«.  Mr  .Vane,  now  Lord  Barnard,  called  upon 

me :  I  talked  very  ftrongly  to  him,  and  told 
him  of  the  open  manner  of  inlifling  all  forts 
of  people  againfl  the  Pelhams.  I  men- 
tioned Ralph's  refolution,  and  put  him  in 

mind. 
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mind,  that  I  had  ofFered  his  (Ralph's)  fer-  i753- 
vices  as  my  friend,  and  bade  him  recoiled:  May  8. 
in  how  improper  a  manner  Mr.  Pclham 
had  rejefted  him:  I  told  him,  that  I  had 
reafon  to  expedt  that  Pelham  fhould  have 
given  up  his  refentments  againft  him,  on 
my  account ;  but  that,,  certainly,  prudence 
Ihould  have  made  hinj^  do  it,  for  his  own 
fake.  Lord  Barnard  thought  writing  of 
great  confequence,   though,    he  faid,  Mr.  ^  i 

Pelham  did  not.  I  replied,  that  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  miftook  himfelf;  that  no  man 
was  more  fufceptible  of  its  efFeds,  and 
no  man  more  eafily  hurt  by  it:  was 
there  a  ftronger  proof  of  it,  than  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  ?  What  was  this  irreconcileable-^ 
nefs  againft  Ralph  occafioned  by,  but  the 
impreffion  of  a  pamphlet,  which,  after  all, 
the  man  did  not  write  ?  That  I  was  fure, 
Mr.  Pelham  would  repent  it  very  foon, 
and  that  I  no  way  farther  interfered  in  it ; 
yet  I  defired  he  ihould  know  this,  and 
more  particularly,  that,  (as  I  had  given 
him  the  ojfFer  of  a  moft  ufeful,  honeft,  and 
able  man,  and  upon  his  rejedLng  it,  had, 
ibme  time  fince,  given  him  fair  warning 

by 
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'753-   by  him.  Lord  Barnard,  of  what   would 
May  8.  happen)  I  muft  have  no  complaints,  or  in- 
finuations,  or  even  thoughts,   that  I  was 
any  way,   aft  or  part,  in  any  thing  that 
might  come  out :  it  was  language  I  would 
not  hear,  and  infinuations  I  would  not  fuf- 
fer.     I  was  forry  for  the  ftep,  becaufe  I 
knew  how  naturally  people  were  mifled 
when  they  were  hurt.  Who  could  tell,  what 
a  man,   that  had  been  Secretary  of  State, 
might  furnifh  ?  and  how  galling  it  might 
be  rendered  by  the  ableft  pen  in  England  ? 
That  I  was  grieved  to  fee   fo  little  fpirit 
oppofed  to  fo  much  vehemence  and  viru- 
lence, as  their  declared  enemies  adted  with; 
that  their  efficient  enemies,  it  was  true, 
were  but  few  in  number,   but  yet,  they 
were  the  King's  fon,  and  daughter,    and 
a  Duke  of  Bedford  :    that  I  thought  the 
Pelhams    had   not    three    fuch    efficient 
friends,  in  or  out  of  St.  James's  :  that  my 
fears  fuggefted,  and  reafon  confirmed  me, 
that,  if  they  did  not  exert  themfelves,  and 
give  proofs  of  their  power  to  the  world, 
by  their  proteftion  to  their  friends,   num- 
bers would   gradually  drop  from  them  : 

that 
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that  their  all  depended  upon  the  new  Par-    1753- 
liament :  .that   I  hoped  they  were  adtiye  May  8. 
about  it :  that  I  had  fome  little  influence, 
as  well  as  pofitive  intereft,  in  that  eleftion ; 
but  that  I  knew  no  more,  what  they  were 
about,  and  how  to  apply  that  influence, 
than  if  I  had  never  known  their  names  : 
he  was,  however,  to  underftand  me,  that 
thefe  were  the  fears,  not  the  complaints  of 
a  friend  :  that  I  meant  no  complaint,  for 
that  I  had  nothing  to  complain  of :  that 
I  meant  and  afked  the  Pelhams'  friendfhip 
and  good-will,  and  in  return  oflfered  them 
my  fervices  and   attachment:    that  Mr. 
Pelham  was  pleafed  to  accept  this  offer, 
and  to  promife  his  friendfhip  and  counte- 
nance in  return  :  that  I  never  afked  him 
for  any  emolument,  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
manner :  that  his  Lordfhip  knew,  I  had 
been  requefted  to  do  fo,  but  that  I  never 
would,  having  refolved  to  leave  it  wholly 
to  Mr.  Pelham,  how  he  thought  proper  to 
make  ufe  of  my  perfoiaal  fervices ;  thofe, 
that  were  in  my  power,  in  my  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  I  had  promifed,  and  he  fhould  have 
them.     Nothing  but  words  had,   as  yet, 

pafTed 
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*7S3-    paffed  between  us,  but  he  fliould  fee  that 
May  8.  •  I  would  ad:.      In  my  prefent  ftate,  all  I 
could  give  him,  was  my  country  intereft, 
and  influence  in  the  eledtions,  and  he  fhould 
have  them.     I  would  certainly  chufe  any 
two  he  pleafed,  at  Weymouth,  and  though 
I  new  nothing  of  his  meafures,  all  my  in- 
fluence fhould  go  in  the  way,  that  I  could 
guefs  he  moil   wiflied  :    that  I  did,  tnd 
fhould    leave    the    refl:  entirely  to   him, 
with  regard  to  his  fulfilling  his  part.     If 
he  thought  I  could  be  of  no  further  ufe, 
I  could  not  help  it ;  but  if  he  thought  I 
might,  he  would  produce  me  in  the  way, 
in  which  he  could  beft  enable  me  to  per- 
form it :    that  this  was  wholly  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  affair — it  did  not  depend  upon  me  ; 
for  what  depended  upon  me,  I  fhould  cer- 
tainly perform :   that,  therefore,  though  I 
defired  he  fhould  know  all  this  clearly  and 
explicitly,  yet  I  expeded  he  fhould  un- 
derfland  it,   as   it  really  was,   the  naked 
fentiments,  only,  and  apprehenfions  of  a 
friend,  without  any  mixture  of  complaint, 
or  having  the  leafl  intention  to  complain. 
I  have  forgotten  to  infert,    in   its   place, 

an 
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ah  inftance  of  their  timidity  towards  ihtit    1753. 
friends,  which  I  mentioned  to  Lord  Bar-    May  8. 
nai'd,  and  which  is  too  ftriking  to  be  omit-* 
ted.  I  afked  his  Lordfhip,  how  he  thought 
our  friend  Murray  felt,  to  find  that  hisl 
friends  in  power  fufFered  a  moft  offenfive 
and  hurtful  calumny,  meant  at  them  alfo, 
to  be  fixed  on  him  and  made  matter  of  ex- 
amination, inftead  of  befng  rejed:ed  with 
indignation,  by  a  Court  the  moft  unpre- 
cedented, through  the  whole  proceeding, 
that  ever  met !  I  fuppofe,  faid  I,  you  will 
tell  me,  that  there  were  reafons  that  made 
it  unavoidable:  I  know  them,  the  Caven^ 
difhes  would  not  ftand  it,  but  leatned  the 
other  way.     Stop  here  a  moment-— is  not 
that  faying,  let  it  hurt  whom  it  will,  let 
it  be  never  fo  inconvenient  and  lefiening 
to  you,  we  will  not  forfeit,  nay,  not  ven* 
ture  one  atom  of  our  credit  with  the  herd. 
Murray  condefcends  to  defend  himfelf  j  he 
treats  calumny  and  clamour  with  the  noble 
fpirit  they  deferve,  and  artfully  winds  in 
an  apology  to  them :  they  are  then  fatisfied . 
That  is,  after  his  having  been  the  fubjed: 
of  an  illegal  enquiry  into  an  impertinent, 
R  dif. 
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'753-  difgraceful  imputation,  and  not  having  the 
May  ^'  leaft  fpeck  appear  upon  him,  [the  miniftry 
are  fatisfied.  To  be  fure,  Murray  muft 
think  himfelf  greatly  obliged  to  them. 
After  all  this,  and  when  the  fame  fcandal 
was  brought  into  the  moft  publick  affembly, 
with  the  impotence  of  proof,  in  order  to 
ipread  it  through  the  nation :  what  do  his 
friends  in  power  do  ?  they  fay,  he  was  ef- 
feftually  juftified,  without  doing  one  ad: 
to  fhew  their  refentment  of  the  perfecution 
he  had  fufFered,  either  by  difgracing  the 
abettors,  or  punifhing  the  authors  of  it. 
How  muft  a  moft  able,  aftive,  openly  at- 
tached friend  feel  fuch  tamenefs !  here- 
plied,  he  thought  (and  I  believe  he^  did 
think)  as  I  did.  Mr.  Pelham  fpoke  to 
me  at  council,  and  told  me  that  he  had  fceii 
Lord  Barnard,  and  that  he  thought  him- 
felf extremely  obliged  to  me  for  what  had 
palTed  between  us,  he  faid,  he  was  highly 
fenfible  how  much  he  owed  me,  and  that 
he  would  foon  find  an  opportunity  to  talk 
with  me  at  large. 

to.  Mr.  Ralph  was  yefterday  with  the  Duke 

of 
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of  Bedford;  he  was  very  well   received,    i7S3- 
but  nothing  was  pofitively  fettled.  I  think  ^^y  ^^* 
he  has  afted  precipitately,  but  I  dare  not 
reftrain  him,  for  fear  of  becoming  anfwer- 
able  for  confequences  beyond  my  power. 

Lord  Barnard,  Colonel  Vane,  Mr.  Pel-  Jane  a6. 
ham,  and  Mr.  Furncfe  dined  with    me. 
We  had  not  a  fingle  word  about  bufinefs, ' 
fo  that  I  look  upon  that  tranfadlion  to  be 
over.- 

Ipaffed  the  day  with  the   Princefs  of  July  18. 

Wales  by  her  order.     I  was  very  friendly 

and  kindly  received :  our  converfation  was 

chiefly   of  a   domeftick  familiar   nature. 

Nothing  very  remarkable  in  politicks,  ex-^ 

cept  my  obferving  that  people,  who  chiefly 

out  of  regard  to  her,  had  declined  all  op-^ 

pofition,  and  were  very  ready  and  defirous 

to  contribute  to  the  fervice  of  the  prefent 

miniftry,  notwithflanding  this,  were  ftill 

to   remain  in  a  ftate  of  profcription  :  that 

fuch  people  were  pretty  much  fnalfled  by 

the  apprehenfion  that,  if  they  refented  itj 

they  might  be  confidered  as  being  in  op- 

R  2  pofition 
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'753-   pofition  to  her  and  to  the  young  Prince,  to 
July  i8,  whom  their  attachment  and  afFedtion  was 
inviolable  and  invariable.    Whereas  it  was 
hard  to  believe  that,  the  treatment  which 
their  Royal  Highnefles  met  with,  was  fo 
cordial  and  endearing,  as  to  oblige  them 
to  efpoufe  the    quarrels    of  the   prefent 
Court,  efpecially  againft  thofe  who^  were 
driven  into  thofe  quarrels  by  the  treatment 
they  met  with  from  their  attachment  to 
their  Royal  Highnefles  and   to    the  late 
Prince,     She  faid,  to   be  fure  it  was  fo, 
but  fhe  was  not  fo  explicit  upon  the  head, 
as  I  wifhed.     She  gave  into  it,  but  rather 
feemed  to  allow  it,  than  declare  it. 

29.  I  went  to  Eaflbury,  and  on  the  Saturday 

following  I  dined  at  Lord  Shaftelbury's, 
who  was  determined  not  to  go  to  the 
meeting  at  Dorchefter,  for  the  nomination 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Shire.  But  findiag 
that  I  was  to  go,  he  was  perplexed,  and 
more  fo,  by  a  letter  he  received  at  dinner 
from  Lord  Digby,  requefling  him  to  at-* 
tend.  We  left  his  Lordihip  uneafy  and 
irrefolutc, 

I  wa$ 
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I  was  at  Dorchefter  to  affift  at  the  meet-  1753- 
ing.  Lord  Digby  was  brought,  in  theAoguft;, 
winter,  to  mc  by  Lord  Hilllborough,  from 
Meflrs.  Pelham  and  Fox.  He  aiked  for 
my  intereft,  as  determining  to  ftand  on  the 
Whig  intereft.  I  told  him  that,  if  no  re- 
lation, or  perfonj  with  whom  I  had  parti- 
cular connexions,  Ihould  fet  up  on  the 
fame  intereft,  mine  was  at  his  fervice :  from 
that  time  to  the  prefent  moment,  I  never 
faw  Lord  Digby,  nor  was  I  confulted  with 
by  any  of  his  friends* 

Soon  after  my  coming  to  the  Antelope, 
at  Dorchefter,  he  came  to  me  and  requefted 
my  favour;  I  told  him,  that  was  my  only 
bufinefs  there.  He  foon  returned  with 
Lord  Ilchefter,  and  they  both  prefled  mc 
to  ftand  with  him,  which  I  declined.  Lord 
Milton,  Meflrs.  Drax,  Trenchard,  and  moft 
of  the  Whig  party  came  to  me.  I  found  that 
Mr.  Trenchard  was'  to  propofe  Lord  Dig- 
by,  but  that  neither  he  nor  his  uncle  Ilchef- 
ter had  ponfulted,  or  concerted  any  thing 
with  any  body.  I  faid,  there  could  be  no 
doijbt  of  the  Whigs  carrying  the  eledtion, 
R  3  if 
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1753-  if  they  refolved  upon  it,  becaufe,  to  my 
Auguii  7.  knowledge,  two-thirds  of  the  property 
of  the  county  were  in  their  hands,  and 
becaufe  I  had  carried  it  for  Mr,  Pitt's  fa- 
ther (who  was  fcarcely  capable)  when  our 
property  was  confiderably  lefs.  But,  whe- 
ther  they  would  refolve  to  go  through  it 
at  all  events,  I  did  not  in  the  leaftknow  : 
that  I  fuppofed  Lord  Digby's  advifer  had 
afked  and  knew  :  but,  if  not,  a  party  meet- 
ing fhould  be  held  and  confulted.  Every 
body  appeared  to  approve  of  this  ;  the 
Lords  Ilchefter  and  Digby,  both  told  me, 
privately,  that  Mr^  Pelham  encouraged 
Lord  Digby  to  ftand,  and  that,  a  little  be- 
fore the  Parliament  rofe,  Mr.  Pelham  took 
Lord  Digby  afide  in  the  Houfe,  and  faid, 
that  he  was  informed  it  would  certainly 
do,  and  prefied  him  to  go  on  with  it.  I 
replied  to  him,  that  I  did  not  know  from 
whom  Mr.  Pelham  had  his  information, 
but  that  it  did  not  come  from  me  ;  that 
I.  would  do  him  all  the  fervices  I  could, 
and  all  the  return  I  defired,  was,  that  he 
would  remember  I  was,  no  ways,  confulted 
ppr  a^yifing  in  the  affair,     We  went  up 

to 
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to  the  meeting  about  noon.     I  believe,  of  1753. 
Whigs  we  might  be  fomewhat  more  than  Auguft  ;• 
thirty  gentlemen ;  when  the  Tories  came, 
we  were  about  one  hundred. 

Sir  Robert  Long  propofed  Mr.  Pitt. 
Mr.  Bingham  returned  Mr.  Chafin's  thanks 
to  the  county,  and  his  excufes  for  declin- 
ing; and  then  Sir  Robert  propofed  Mr. 
Sturt  to  join  with  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Tren- 
chard  propofed  Lord  Digby — nobody  faid 
a  word.  Then  Mr.  Francis  Seymour  fpoke 
a  few  words  in  fupport  of  Pitt  and  Sturt, 
in  order  to  keep  the  county  out  of  minijle^ 
rial  dependence — to  this  nothing  was  of- 
fered on  our  fide,  till  people  began  to 
move ;  when  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  expreffions,  which  I 
did,  and  concluded  byfaying,  that  I  fhould 
give  my  intereft  to  Lord  Digby  alone,  till  . 
I  faw  farther.  Thus  it  ended,  with  very 
little  fpirit  of  their  iide,  and  with  none  at 
all,  of  ours. 

i  was  at  Bridgewater,  and,  with  Mr.      u. 
Balch,  canvafTed  near  half  the  town.    The 
R  4  people 
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*753*    people  did  not  chufe  to  fpcak  out,  though 
Avg.ii.  very  few  declared  they  were  engaged  %o 
Lord  Egmont, 

>«.  We  returned  home  to  Eaftbury.  ^The 
^  cxceffive  badnefs  of  the  roads  and  weather, 
with  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs,  made  it 
much  the  mofl  difagreeable  journey,  and 
the  moft  fatiguing  week  I  ever  pafled.  All 
this  trouble,  vexation,  and  expence,  as  weU 
as-  that  to  come,  flows  from  a  fet  of  low, 
worthlefs  fellows,  who  finding  they  fhall 
not  be  bribed  without  an  pppofition,  have 
prevailed  on  Lord  Egmont  tQ  lend  his 
name,  to  whom  they  will  give  onq  vote, 
that  they  may  be  able  to  fell  the  other. 
And,  notwithftanding,  as  things  now  ap- 
pear, his  Lordihip  has  no  change  of  making 
his  dedion,  This  he  docs  not  fee,  nor 
that  the  Tories  (though  partly  for  other 
reafons)  make  his  greateft  ftrength ;  fo  that 
he  is  fetting  up  an  intereft,  which,  if  it 
(hould  fucceed,  he  could  never  fit  in  quiQt 
in  that  place.  But  though,  I  think,  he 
ha§  ao  chance  at  prefept,   yet  the  unea- 

fipQfs 
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finefs  and  expence  will  be  the  fame  to  me,     1753. 
as  if  he  was  fure  of  fuccefs*  Aug.  la. 

We  returned  to  Hammerfmith  from  the   o&.  3. 
country, 

Mr.  Fox   called  on  me,  and  exprefled       9. 
great  civilities  on  account  of  my  behaviour 
to   his    nephew.    Lord   Digby,    at  Dor^ 
chefter. 

i  went  early  to  Mr.  Pelham,  and  talked  9I 
with  him  about  Bridgewater  :  he  gave  me 
the  ftrongeft  aflurance  of  his  affiftance, 
and  promifed  to  write  immediately  him- 
felf  to  Philip  Baker,  to  convince  every 
body  of  his  friendftiip  for  me ;  and  that 
the  Cuftom-houfe  officers  fhould  be  pro- 
perly taken  care  of,  I  am  perfuaded  he  is 
fincere^ 

I  was  with  Mr.  Pelham  again,  who  has      ;tz. 
done  all  that  can  beexpefted  hitherto,  and 
promifes  to  continue  all  his  endeavours  to 
fupport  my  eleftion  at  Bridgewater  againft 
J^ord  Egmont's  oppofition.     In  this  affair 

he 
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1753-    he  has  adtcd,  and,  I  am  convinced,  he  will 

oa.  22.  adl  the  part  of  $1  f4Bal  friend.     But  I  do  not 

find  that  he  has  made  any  progrefs  in  the 

great  point  of  fmoothing  my  way  to  the 

King. 

«3-  The  Princefs  of  Wales  and  Lady  Augufta, 
attended  by  Lady  Middlefex  and  Mr.  Bre- 
ton, did  Mrs.  Podington  and  me  the  ho- 
nour of  breakfafting  with  us.  After  break- 
faft,  we  walked  all  round  my  gardens :  we 
then  came  in,  and  they  went  into  all.  the 
rooms,  except  the  common  dining-parlor : 
when  we  were  coming  down  flairs,  I  told 
their  Royal  Highnejfles,  that  there  was  one 
room,  which  I  had  forgotten  to  (hew 
them ;  they  defired  to  fee  it,  and  found  a 
cold  collation  (for  it  was  near  three  o'clock. ) 
The  Princefs  very  obligingly  fat  down, 
and  we  all  ate  a  very  hearty  and  very  chear- 
ful  meal :  fhe  ftaid  with  us  till  the  day 
began  to  decline,  and  behaved  with  infi^ 
nite  eafe  and  condefcenfion. 

?9«         The  Duke  of  Cumberland  is  dangeroufly 

ill 


r  25i  I 

ill  of  a  quinfey,  but  the  truth  of  his  illnefs    1753. 
proceeded  from  a  fall  from  his  horfe.  oa.  29* 

Mr.  Ralph  told  me,  that  he  had  made  Nov.  5. 
his  peace  with  the  miniftry,  by  the  means 
of  Lord  Hartington,  to  whofe  favour  he 
was  recommended  by  Mr.  Gafrick  :  thajt 
he  was  to  have  300/,  a  year  and  200/.  im- 
Jnediately  down,  tQ  repay  to  thofe  he  was 
engaged  with,  the  money  they  had  advanced 
to  him.  Mr.  Pelhan^  had  told  me  all  this 
before,  as  alfo,  that  it  was  contrary  to 
his  opinion,  but  that  his  brother  was  un- 
eafy  about  it,  and  therefore  he  had  ac- 
quiefced, 

I  faw  Mr.  Pelham  :  he  told  me  that  7. 
Lord  Poulet  went  immediately  out  of  town 
from  waiting,  and  that  he  had  had  no 
converfation  with  him,  but  a  broken  one, 
while  he  was  waiting  to  be  called  in  by 
the  King.  His  Lordfhip  had  told  him  he 
had  fecn  his  letter,  and  denied,  that  he  had 
ever  faid  Mr.  Pelham  was  for  Lord  Eg-- 
inont,  but  that  he  (Lord  Poulet)  was  for 
|iim,  and  would  fairly  own  it,     Mr.  PeU 

ham 
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^753'  ham  replied,  that  it  was  not  material ;  but 
Nov.  7.  that  he  (Lord  Poulet)  fhould  publickly 
declare  at  the  Mayor's  feaft,  that  he  (Pel- 
ham)  was  indiiFerent  between  the  three, 
when  his  Lordihip  knew  he  had  fo  expli- 
citly declared  himfelf  in  favour  of  me  and 
my  friend,  was  very  Angular ;  a^  was  alfo, 
his  being  for  Lord  Egmont,  when  he 
(Poulet)  had  offered  and  promifed  both 
his  brother  and  him,  to  do  as  they  fhould 
defire  him,  which,  ^ey  told  him,  was  en- 
tirely to  affift  me  in  every  thing.  He  was 
called  in,  to  the  King,  before  Lord  Poulet 
could  make  an  anfwer.  The  King  aiked 
him  about  this  election,  and  Lord  Poulet's 
behaviour,  and  faid,  that  he  knew,  he  had 
made  up  with  his  fon  before  he  died,  but 
the  King  could  not  tell  whether  the  recon- 
ciliation was  owing  to  me  or  Lord  Egmont, 
but  that  one  or  the  other  had  a  hold  upon 
him.  Mr.  Pelham  faid  to  the  King,  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  his  own  knowledge, 
but  he  conjedtured  it  might  be  by  both, 
and  that,  he  believed.  Lord  Poulet's  plan 
was,  as  far  as  he  could  contrive,  that  the 
election  fhould   fall   upon  Lord  Egpiont 

and 


[    253    ] 

and  me.  The  King  faid  he  thought  fo  too,  1753- 
but  that  was  not  enough,  and  then  alked  Nov.  7. 
him,  how  he  thought  it  would  go  ?  Mr. 
Pelham  anfwered,  that  he  did  not  find  by 
me,  that  I  was  difpofed  to  gi[ve  up  the  in- 
tereft ;  but  when  it  came  to  much  expencc 
and  much  trouble,  which  muft  be  the 
confequence,  he  fuppofed,  as  his  Majefty 
did,  that  their  defign  was  to  let  me  fee  my 
own  eledion,  and  in  that  cafe  I  could 
not  fay  how  it  would  go  :  for  that  he  did 
not  think  he  had  a  right,  in  the  prefent- 
fituation  I  flood,  to  infift  upon  my  en- 
gaging to  go  through  that  expence  and 
trouble,  to  keep  out  an  oppofer,  when  my 
own  eleftion  would  be  eafy  without  it. 
I  told  Mr.  Pelham  that  I  would  be  at  a 
word  with  him  :  that  the  fad  and  the  in- 
tereft  was  exaftly,  as  the  King  and  he  un- 
derftood  it :  that  as  to  the  intereft,  my 
feat  did  not  depend  upon  it — that  I  had 
nobody  to  fucceed  me,  whom  I  could  wifli 
fhould  be  the  better  for  it — to  this  he 
agreed.  I  added,  that  when  I  did  things, 
I  never  did  them  by  halves  :  I  profefTed  at- 
tachment to  him,   and  that  where  I  had 

any 
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^753-    any  intereft,  I   meant  to'  exert  it  againft 
Nov.  7.  thofe   who   oppofed   his    adminiftration  : 
that,   therefore,  I  defired  him  humbly   to 
aflure  his  Majefty  in  my  name,  that  my 
eledtion  was   not   the  objcdt,   for   that  I 
would  undergo  the  fame   trouble  and  the 
fame  cxpence,  to  keep  out  any  body  that 
differed  with  his  minifters,  as  I  would,  if 
my  own  feat  was  in  queftion.   Mr.  Pelham 
promifed  me,  he  would  make  the  kindeft 
ufc  of  my  declarations. 

8*  I  waited  upon  'the  Princefs,  who   re- 

ceived me  with  great  goodnefs  :  fhe  com- 
plained of  the  little  regard  paid  to  her  re- 
commendation of  the  late  Prince's  fervants : 
fhe  fuppofed,  fhe  faid,  the  miniflers  meant 
a  great  regard  to  her ;  meant  it,  but  had 
not  fhewn  it,  yet. 

J5'  The  Parliament  opened.    I  went  to  hear 

the  fpeech,  which  was  very  unexception- 
able. In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Duke 
of  Newcaflle  brought  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  adl  of  lafl  feffion  in  favour  of  the  Jews. 
D6d:ors  Seeker  and  Drummond,  of  Oxford 

and 
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and  St.  Afaph,  fpoke  for  the  repeal,  with   i753- 
fentiments  of  charity,  comprehenfion,  and  Nov.  15. 
liberty  of  confcience,    highly   becoming 
them,  and  to  the  honour  both  of  the  Church 
and  State. 

The  Princefs  fent  for  me  to  attend  her  17- 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock.  I  went 
to  Leicefter  Houfe,  expefting  a  fmall  com- 
pany and  a  little  mufick,  but  found  no- 
body but  her  Royal  Highnefs.  She  made 
me  draw  a  ftool  and  fit  by  the  fire-fide. 
Soon  after  came  in  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Prince  Edward,  and  then  the  Lady 
Augufta,  all  in  an  undrefs,  and  took  their 
ftools  and  fat  round  the  fire  with  us.  We 
continued  talking  of  familiar  occurrences 
till  between  ten  and  eleven,  with  the  eafe 
and  unrefervednefs  and  unconftraint,  as  if 
one  had  dropped  into  a  fifter's  houfe  that 
had  a  family,  to  pafs  the  evening.  It  is 
much  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Princes  con- 
verfed  familiarly  with  more  people  of  a 
certain  knowledge  of  the  world.  The 
Princefs's  attention  to  me  feems  an  indica- 
tion of  a  good  heart,  as  if  £he  refolved,  as 

for 
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I753*    far  as  it  is  in  her  power,  that  the  Prince 
Nov.  17.  fhould  not  forget  thofe,  who  were  beloved 
by,  and  deferred  wejl  of,  his  father. 

Dec.  II.  I  faw  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and  con- 
vinced him,  that  my  trouble  and  expencc 
at  Bridgewater,  was  only  to  keep  out  a 
man,  who  oppofed  thofe  to  whom  I  at- 
tached myfelf :  that  my  own  feat  was  not 
concerned  in  it :  that  the  maintaining^  the 
intereft  there  was,  to  me,  nothing,  having 
nobody  to  bequeath  it  to.  I  then  told  him 
that,  in  thefe  matters,  thofe  who  would 
take  money,  I  would  pay,  and  not  bring 
him  a  bill :  thofe,  that  would  not  take,  he 
mufl  pay,  and  I  recommended  my  two  par- 
fons  of  Bridgewater  and  Weymouth,  Bur- 
roughs and  Franklin :  he  entered  into  it 
very  cordially,  and  affured  me  that  they 
fliould  have  the  firft  Crown  livings  that 
fhould  be  vacant  in  their  parts,  if  we 
would  look  out  and  fend  him  the  firft  in- 
telligence. I  then  juft  touched  upon  what 
had  pafTed  between  Mr.  Pelham  and  me. 
He  profelTed  his  knowledge  and  approbation 
of  the  whole.     I  faid,  I  muft  think  that  fo 

much 


much  offered  and  fo  little  afked,    in  fuch     1753- 
hands  as  theirs,  and  at  a  time  when  bo-  Dec,  in 
roughs    were   a    commodity    particularly 
marketable,  could  not  fail  of  removing^  at 
leaft,  refentments,  and  of  obtaining  pardon, 
which  language  I  was  willing   to  hold  to 
my  own  Sovereign,  but  to  no  other.     His 
Grace  was  very  hearty,  and  cordial,    and 
protefted  that  every  thing  fhould  be'  done 
to  fhew  their  true  regard  and  friendihip 
for  me.    He  did  feem  to  lay  no  great  flrrefs 
upon  difficulties  with  the  King.     I  con- 
cluded by  telling  him,   that  I  had  no  de- 
fires  of  being  in  favour  with  the  King,  or 
even  well  with   him,  or  about  him  :  that 
all  I  defired  was  that  he,    and  his  brother 
might  be  able  to  fay,   that  the  King  left     ^ 
me  to  them-r-that  was  all   my  price.     He  , 
anfwered  very  cordially — to  appearance. 

I  waited  on  the  Princefs,  and  ftaid  with  18. 
her  two  hours.  Much  freedom  and  con- 
defcenfion — rather  too  much  ofthefirfton 
my  fide.  I  endeavoured  (by  her  order)  to 
explain  to  her  the  prefent  un  happy  divi- 
fions  in  Ireland,  and  beg'd  her  to  make  the 
S  Prince 
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1 753-     Prince  thoroughly  matter  of  them.    1  told 
Dec.  i8.  her,  that  though  I  did  not  doubt  but  that 
the  prefent  heats  would,  fomehow,  and  in 
appearance  be  allayed,  yet,  I  was  fincerely 
grieved  at  the  confequences  which  might, 
from  indifpofing  numbers  of  a  rich  and 
thriving  people,  moft  cordially  attached  to 
the  family  hitherto,    arife  in  a   new  and 
young  reign  :  that  I  did  not  like  the  prof- 
pedt.    She  replied,  with  a  vifible  alteration 
in  her  countenance  to  a  mixture  offierce- 
nefs  and  grief  that  I  had  never  feen  before, 
— it  is  true,  and  we  have  other  very  difa- 
greeableprofpeds.     Then,  very  fuddenly, 
fhe  recovered  her  placidnefs  of  look  and 
voice.     I  faid,  indeed.  Madam,   I  do  not 
fee  any.    What  at  that  moment  ftruck  her^ 
I  know  not,  but  it  was  very  forcibly  :  per- 
haps it  might  be  the  Duke.     She  told  me 
fome  inftances  of  the  Prince's  feeling  the 
fubjeftion  he   was  under.     (I  have  fince 
heard,  that  Prince  Edward  complains  of  it, 
and  of  his  brother's  want  of  fpirit.)  I  faid, 
it  was  to  be.  wifhed   he  could  have  more 
company.    She  feemed  averfe  to  the  young 
people,  from  the  -exceffive  bad  education 

they 
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they  had,  and  from  the  bad  examples  they    1753- 
gave.     She  appears  uneafy,  and  indeed,  her  Dec.  18. 
fituation  is  very  difagreeable,  and  much  to 
be  pitied. 

The  Earl  of  Home,  on  Sunday  night,  25*  , 
brought  the  account  from  Ireland,  that  the 
Irifli  Parliament  had  rejedled  the  bill  for 
the  appropriation  of  the  furplufles  (which 
was  altered  in  council,  here,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  the  King's  confent  only)  by  five 
voices.  A  dangerous  event,  and  produc- 
tive of  more  mifchiefs  than  I  fhall  live  to 
iee  remedied ! 

I  went  to  White's,  to  a  ballot  for  in-    1754. 
creafing  the  old  club,  which  pafled  in  the  Jan.  8. 
negative,  34  to  10.     At  an  election,   the 
Earl  of  Huntingdon  had  one  black  ball, 
and  the  Earl  of  Hillfbofough  had  three. 

I  had  much  talk  with  Lord  Barnard,  who     24. 
gave  me  ftrong  affurances  of  the  friendfhip 
and  regard  of  the  minifters  for  me  :  that 
they  would  do  every  thing  poffible  for  me 
with  the  King  :  that  nobody  died  to  make 

S  2  room. 
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1754-   room,*^n^''t}iey  could  not  turn  out.  Marty 
Jan,  24.  inftances  of  their  pufillanimity,  without 
his  perceiving  it  himfelf.    He  declared  his 
aijd  their  deteftation  of  Mr.  Fox — George 
Grenville's  infolence  in  refuling  to  come  to 
town,  and  of  oppofing  the  number  of  fea- 
men  without  the  leaft  notice  to  Mr.  Pel- 
ham — Pitt's  perfidy,  and  his  party's  mak- 
ing  up    to  the   Prince — that  Barrington 
'would  not  accept  of  being  chofen  at  Saltalh, 
but  would  be  elected  at  Plymouth,  whic\i 
borough  was  defign,ed  for  Admiral  Clinton, 
.  Lord  Lincoln's  uncle — that  Fox  had  aiked 
Mr.  Pelham  for   the  firft  vacancy  in  the 
Treafury  for  Barrington,  but  had  beetv^ib- 
folutely  refufed — that  Dupplin  was  to  have 
it,  and  Lord  Northumberland  \vas  to  have 
the  firft  blue  ribband.  I 

29.  Went  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  ad 
got  the  living  of  Broadworthy  for  Mr. 
Burroughs. 

Feb.  3.       My  old  and  intimate  acquaintance,  poof 
Mr.  Hampden,  died  fuddenly, 

I  waiter 
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I  waited  upon  the  Princefs,  who  \^^as     i754- 
fitting  to  Leotardi  for  her  pidture.     Lady  Feb.  14, 
Augufta  only  was  with  hfer.       •» 

Council  at  St.  James's.  The  Judges  at-  28. 
tended  and  were  called  in.  A  charge  was 
delivered  to  them  (the  King  prefent,  and 
in  his  name)  by  the  Chancellor,  to  be  by 
them  given  on  their  refped:ive  circuits, 
againft  irreligion,  immorality,  murders, 
poifonings,  &c.  This  was  in  confequence 
of  a  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  the 
Bifhop  of  Worcefter,  for  fomething  to  be 
done  by  the  Legiflature  to  this  effect,  in 
confequence  of  the  laft  paragragh  of  the 
King's  fpeech,  at  the  opening  of  the  fef- 
fioqs. 

As  foon  as  I  rofe,  I  received  an  account  March  6. 
that  Mr.  Pelham  died  at  fix  o'clock. 

I  went  to  Lord  Barnard  and  flaid  with  7- 
him  till  five  in  the  morning.  We  had  a 
long  converfatxon  and  agreed  that,  if  Mr. 
Fox  came  into  Mr.  Pelham's  place,  their 
intereft  was  entirely  undone ;  that  Mr,  Fox 
S  3  •  had 
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t7S4*  had  declared,  he  would  have  it;  that  he 
March  7.  had  ferved  up  to  it,  and  it  was  his  due, 
and  that  he  was  rcfolved  to  give  way  to 
nobody  :  .  that  the  Pitts,  Lyttletons,  and 
Grenvilles  had  written  a  letter,  that,  if 
Mr.  Fox  had  it,  they  would  oppofe  :  that 
Lord  Bath  had  fent  a  meflage  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, that  if  Fox  canje  in,  old  as  he  was, 
he  would  mufter  up  a  party  to  oppofe  : 
that  he  was  fure  Mr.  Furnefe,  I,  and  my 
friends  would  alfo  do  fo  :  that  Fox  was  at 
Lord  Hartington's,  between  feven  and 
eight  on  Wednefday  morning :  that  Har- 
tington  was  for  him :  that  he  thought  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  was  fo  too,  who  had  be- 
haved moft  infamoufly  0  Mr.  Pelham,  and 
was  a  moft  perfidious  man  :  that  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  led  a  moft  uneafy  life^  from  his  bror- 
ther,  as  well  as  from  fome  family  aiFairs  : 
that  when  Lord  Barnard  died,  the  Duke 
pf  Newcaftle  fent  him  a  letter,  directed  to 
the  Earl  of  Darlington,  and  told  him  he 
muft  tafeie  it  as  the  only  mark,  then  in 
their  power,  of  their  particular  regard  to 
him  :  that,  fome  time  after,  the  Duke  pro- 
pofed  him,    and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to 

the 
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the  King  for  that  honour,  who  refufed  1754. 
both,  and  told  him,  he  fuppofed  he  de-  iVTarch  7. 
figned  to  leave  nobody  on  the  Baron's 
Bench  ;  and  now  that  &e  had  cheated  Lord 
Barnard  out  of  the  fettlement  of  fucceffion 
to  his  eftate,  he  wanted  to  make  him  amends 
by  promoting  him  to  be  an  EarL 

The  Duke  went  to  Cambridge  for  ten 
days,  but  made  his  brother,  Mr.  Pelham, 
give  his  word,  that  he  would  not  flir  in 
this  thing,  during  his  abfence.  Somebody 
acquaints  Lady  Yarmouth  with  it,  who 
puts  the  King  in  better  temper  about  it. 
She  bids  Mr,  Pelham  move  it  to  the  King  : 
he  excufes  himfelf  upon  his  word  given  to 
his  brother :  fhe  fays,  they  muft  agree 
that,  among  themfelves  ;  for  the  King  is 
prepared  and  expedls  to  hear  of  it.  Mr. 
Pelham  moves  it,  and  it  is  favourably  re- 
ceived. The  Duke  returns,  and  the  mo- 
ment he  fees  his  brother,  flies  into  the 
moft  violent  paffion,  that  he  had  told  him 
a  lye,  broke  his  word,  &c.  &c.  with  fuch 
intemperance,  that  Mr.  Pelham  went  away 
to  the  Solicitor  General,  till  he  cooled. 
S  4  Friends 
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175+-     Friends  intcrpofed,  but  the  Duke,  another 
March  7.  day,  flew  into  the  fame  intemperance  to 
Lord  Barnard  and  Mr.  Arundell,   in  pre^- 
fence  of  his   valet  de  chambre,    that  he 
would  fourt  his  brother,   that  he  would 
make  him  know  that  he  fhould  not  dare  to 
do  any  thing  in  his  abfencc,  &c. — and  they 
did  not  fee  one  another  for  a  fortnight. 
This    ftory  fhews  the  uneafinefs  of  Mr. 
Pelham's  fituation  in  his  private  life.    Lord 
Barnard  prefTed  me  much,  to  fuggeft  whom 
I  thought  proper  to  fill  Mr.  Pelham's  place, 
I  faid,  the  Solicitor — that  would  not  do- 
he  would  not  take  it — the  people  would 
not  bear  it.   I  faid,  then  put  a  Lord  at  the 
head,   and  make  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.—-What  Lord  ? — Why  not  Lord 
Carlifle  ? — the  beft  he  had  heard  named. 
Any  but  Lord  Winchelfea;  his  behaviour 
had  been  fuch  to  Mr.  Pelham,  that  he 
would  never  fit  at  a  Board  with  him— that 
if  ever  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  fufFered  him 
in  any  employment,   while   he   had   any 
power,   he  fhould   look  on  him  as  a  very 
piean  creature — that  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
ihire  was  fent  for,  who  went  to  Chatfworth 

laft 
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laft  Monday,    but  he  doubted  if  he  would    1754- 
come — that   Mr.  Pelham  was  my   friend  ;March  /• 
lincerely,  had  often  mentioned  me  favour- 
ably to  the  King,  and  when  I  had  executed 
.  what  I  had  engaged  in,  about  the  eleftions, 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to  ferve  me,  but  would 
not  tell  me  fo,  till  he  was  fure  he  could  do 
it — [this  I  took  for  Moonjhine.']    As  an  in- 
ftance  of  Mr.  Fox's  perfidy  to  Mr.  Pelham, 
he  faid,  that  he  fet  the  King  upon  him  to 
repeal  the  place-bill,  which  Mr.  Pelham 
abfolutely  refufed ;  and  now,  lately,  upon 
the  endeavour  to  repeal  the  oath,  in  the 
bribery  ad: ;  the  day  it  was  to  be  moved, 
he  was  with  Mr.  Pelham  at  two  o'clock, 
and  gave  him  his  word,  that  he  would  not 
fpeak  for  the  repeal,  arid  then  went  to  the    ' 
Houfe  and  did  fpeak  for  it.     Lord  Barnard 
concludes,   that  he  (Fox)  went  from  Mr. 
Pelham  to  the  Duke,  who  commanded  him 
to  fpeak,;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  being  at 
the  Houfe  himfelf,  he  faw  Lord  Sandwich 
in  the  gallery,  and  obferved,  that,  as  foon 
as  Fox  had  fpoken,  that  Lord  went  away. 
He  faid,  that  Sandwich  was  a  moft  di'ihoneft 
man;  that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  was,  at 

firft, 
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1754*  firft,  in  raptures  of  fondnefs  for  him  ;  and 
March  7.  when  he  grew  angry  with  him,  Mr.  Arun- 
dell  told  Mr.  Pclham,  'twas  his  own  fault, 
he  had  nothing  to  complain  of;  when  he 
knew,  that  he  betrayed  Chefterfield  to  him, 
what  reafon  had  he  to  think  or  to  be  fur- 
prifed,  jhat  he  fhould  not  betray  him  to 
the  Duke. 

f .  Waited  on  the  Princefs.     We  began  by 

laughing  about  the  plays.  I  then  told  her 
that,  as  I  did  not  defign  to  trouble  her  long, 
my  meflage  fhould  be  Ihort ;  and  it  was 
only  to  put  her  in  mind  and  defire  her  to 
remember,  that,  at  this  time  of  changes 
and  at  all  others  that  might  happen,  my 
firft  engagements  were  to  her  and  her 
Houfe,  to  which,  when  fhe  would  let  me 
know  her  pleafure,  all  others  were  to  give 
place,  and  ihould  be  fubfervient.  She  re- 
ceived it  moft  kindly,  and  faid,  fhe  was 
thoroughly  convinced  pf  it :  and  that  no 
changes  that  could  happen,  ought  or  fhould 
make  her  and  her's  forget  my  friendfhip 
and  attachment  to  thqm..  And  now.  Ma- 
dam, fays  I,  if  your  Royal  Highnefs  pleafes, 

we 
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we  will  return  to  the  play.  But  fhe  could  ^754- 
not  quit  the  fubjeft — afked  what  I  thought  Ma^ch  9. 
they  would  do  ?  I  faid,  I  had  not  fetn  any 
body,  who  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  any 
diredlion — that  I  did  not,  in  the  leaft,  de- 
fire  to^be  informed  by  her  Royal  Highnefs, 
but  that,  to  be  fure,  fhe  muft  have  fome 
lights  about  it.  She  anfwered,  fhe  had 
none.  I  faid,  that  was  a  fault,  and  that 
fhe  ought  to  have  them ;  that  the  miniflry, 
of  late  years,  had  been  like  children  round 
a  fire,  telling  flories  of  fpirits,  till  they 
frightened  one  another,  that  they  dared 
not  look  behind  them — that  it  was  become 
peceflary,  that  fhe  (hould  give  them  cou- 
rage—that the  people  were  very  folicitous 
to  fee  fomething  that  looked,  as  if  fhe  had 
a  fhare  in  it,  and  that  her  fecurity  was 
confidered-^— that  I  would  not  mention  what 
was  faid,  becaufe  particular  names  were 
mentioned  unfavourably.  She  replied,  what 
could  fhe  do  ?  To  get  things  into  the  hands 
of  certain  people,  was  as  impoffible  as  to 
move  St.  James's  Houfe ;  and  for  any  thing 
elfe  what  did  it  fignify  ?  Befides,  fhe  fup- 
pofed they  knew  wliere  Leicefler  Houfe 

flood, 
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1754-  flood,  it  was  open.  I  faid,  that  means 
March  9.  fliould  be  found  to  direftthem;  for,  what 
had  happened  to  Mr.  Pelham  would,  fooner 
or  later,  and  in  lefs  time,  happen  elfewhere. 
She  faid,  alorSy  comme  alors.  I  replied,  that 
fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  confider,  that  fhe 
would  have  thefe,  and  only  thefe  hands  to 
work  with,  if  flie  continued  as  fhe  was ; 
and  it  might  create  fome  difficulty  to  begin 
with  thofe  where  there  was  fo  little  corref- 
pondence  or  connexion.  She  faid,  it  was  not 
an  agreeable  profped: ;  fhe  hoped  the  King 
would  do  what  was  beft ;  but  fhe  thought 
Mr,Fox  would  fucceed Mr. Pelham, and  fhe 
was  very  forry  for  it ;  and  this  great  diflike 
of  Mr.  Fox's  coming  in,  fhe  repeated  feve- 
ral  times  in  the  refl  of  our  converfation. 

12.  I  had  good  intelligence  that  the  Princefs 

took  what  I  faid  to  her  very  kindly,   and 
that  fhe  expreffed  herfelf  favourably  of  me. 

H-  Dined  at  Mr.  Stanley's — and  here  I  muft 

take  notice  of  the  extraordinary  fcenes  that 
have  pafled,  fmce  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham. 


He 
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He  died  about  fix  o'clock  on  Wednefday  1754- 
the  6th.  Mr.  Fx)x  was  at  the  Mar-  Mar.  14. 
quis  of  Hartington's  before  eight  that 
morning.  Negociations  begun.  The  Duke 
of  Devonfhire  was  fent  for,  the  fame  day  : 
he  came  on  Saturday  night  the  9th.  I  was 
informed  that,  as  Mr.  Fox  was  fupported 
by  the  Duke  and  the  Princefs  Emily,  to 
fucceed  Mr.  Pelham,  the  plan  to  difappoint 
him  was,  to  refufe  the  Treafury,  but  to 
oifer  him  fomething  that  was  better  than 
the  War  Office;  which  they  hoped  and 
believed  he  would  refufe,  and  then  to  in- 
cenfe  the  King  againft  him,  andihewnim, 
that  Fox  would  take  nothing,  that  was 
compatible  with  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's 
remaining  in  power.  This  I  was  told,  but 
could  not  figure  to  myfelf,  what  that  fome- 
thing was  to  be.  On  Monday  the  nth, 
at  night,  by  the  intervention  of  Lord  Har- 
tington,  between  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
and  Mr.  Fox,  the  King  agreed  that  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  fhould  be  at  the  head 
of  the  Treafury,  Mr.  Legge  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Fox,  Secretary  of 
of  State.  I  knew  it  early  the  next  morn- 
ing* 
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^754-  ing,  and  finding  that  was  the  fometbing,  I 
Mar.  14.  thought  it  a  fomething  that  muft  ruin  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle.  On  Tuefday  night, 
this  was  declared  to  the  Cabinet  Council. 
Wednefday  night,  the  1 3th,  Mr.  Fox  had 
a  meeting  with  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
where,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  they  dif- 
fered about  the  powers  that  he  (Fox)  was 
to  be  trufted  with,  in  his  office :  for  he 
underftood,  by  Lord  Hartington,  that  he 
was  to  have  the  diredion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  had  acquainted  me  that 
morning,  by  Mr.  Ellis,  a  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  he  was  to  have  the  abfolute 
diredion  of  that  Houfe,  but  under  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  and  as  his  mariy  who  was  to 
remain  in  full  power,  with  the  whole  confi- 
dence and  fecret  of  the  King.  But  finding, 
at  this  conference  with  the  Diike  of  New- 
caftle, that  either  this  was  not  meant ;  or, 
that  he  was  not  to  be  trufted  with  fufficient 
powers  to  execute  it  properly,  they  parted 
diflatisfied;  and  the  following  morning, 
Thurfday  the  14th,  Fox  wrote  to  the  Duke 
to  be  excufed  from  accepting  the  feals  of 
Secretary.     This  news  I  heard  at  dinner, 

and 
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and  was  much  furprifed  at  it,  as  was  the  i754* 
the  whole  town.  One  fide  fays,  he  ufed.  Mar.  14. 
and  wrote  the  moft  abjed:  fubmiffions,  to 
get  the  feals  :  he  fays,  that  he  only  offered, 
as  he  really  meant,  to  ferve  abfolutely  un- 
der the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  only  re- 
quired fufficient  powers  to  be  able  to  do  it 
in  the  Houfe,  without  expofing  himfelf. 

Mr.  Ellis  came  to  me,  with  the  avowal  15. 
of  Mr.  Fox,  to  give  me  the  material  part 
of  this  account,  adding  that,  as  a  proof  of 
what  Mr.  Fox  meant,  he  inftanced  Mr. 
Craggs  being  Lord  Sunderland's  man,  when 
he  had  the  Treafury,  and  was  in  full  power 
with  the  late  King — and  alfo,  that  he  had 
declared  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  that 
"he  never  defired  to  touch  a  penny  of  the 
fccret-fervice  money,  or  to  know  the  dif- 
pofition  of  it,  farther  than  was  neceflary  to 
enable  him  to  fpeak  to  the  members,  with- 
out appearing  ridiculous.  He  ended  with 
ftrong  afTurances  of  Mr.  Fox's  regard  and 
friendfhip  to  me,  and  his  defires  of  having 
mine  in  return :— this  very  ftrong. 

Went 
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'7S4-  Went  to  fee  the  Duke  of  NeWcaftlci 
Mar.  16.  Much  company,  and  no  opportunity  to  talk 
with  him.  This  day  came  out  a  new  com- 
miflion  of  Treafury,  fuch  as  I  never  faw. 
The  Duke  of  Newcaftle  in  his  brother's 
place,  and  the  four  former  CommifSoners 
—none  of  them  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer— that  remaining  with  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  Lee. 

18.  Dined  with  me,  the  Earls  of  Coventry, 
Jerfey,  Temple,  and  Hillfborough ;  Lords 
Strange,  Hobart,  and  Barrington ;  Sir  Fran- 
cis Dafhwood,  and  Mr.  George  Grenville. 
The  talk  was  that  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon 
was  to  be  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  he 
had  refufed  it — this  was  not  believed.  Lord 
Barrington  ftaid  after  the  company  were 
gone,  and  told  me  his  tranfadtions  with 
Mr.  Pelham,  relating  to  the  Treafury,  and 
laft  Thurfday,  with  the  Duke  of  Newcaf- 
tle. He  ftates  his  promifes  from  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  too  ftrong,  if  what  Lord  Barnard  told 
me,  be  true— and  by  his  converfation  with 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  I  think  he  will  not 

have 
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have  it  this  time  ;  at  leaft,  not  before  Lord   1754. 
Dupplin.  Mar.  18. 

I  was  to  wait  upon  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  19. 
who,  with  gvt2itfeeming  kindnefs,  beg'd  me 
.to  come  to  him  on  Thurfday,  by  nine  in  the 
morning :  that  he  was  fenfible  of  my  friend- 
fhip,  and  would  endeavour  to  deferve  it;  I 
faid,  he  certainly  did  deferve  it;  but,  I  hoped, 
he  would  ihew  the  world  that  I  had  his.  He 
replied,  that  he  would  ufe  all  his  endeavours. 

Went  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's.  Be-  tu 
gan  by  telling  him,  that  I  confidered  and 
refpedted  the  weight,  he  muft  lie  under,  of 
different  kinds,  at  this  time;  therefore, 
fhould  never  trouble  him,  but  when  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary,  and  never  long  :  that 
I  was  come,  to  aflure  him  of  my  moft  du*- 
tiful  affeftion,  and  finccre  attachment  to 
him,  fimply,  having  no  engagements  to 
make  me  look  to  the  right  or  the  left — 
alfo,  to  repeat  my  readinefs  to  comply  with 
the  engagements  I  had  taken  with  his  bro- 
ther, which  I  underftood  to  be  with  him, 
and  fuppofed  he  would  continue  to  ap- 
T  prove  : 
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^7S+*    prove :  but  that,  what  had  happened,  made 
Mar.  21.  it  neceffary   to  recapitulate  them,  though 
he  knew  them  :  that  the  engagements  on 
my  fide  were,  to  give  him  all  the  little  in- 
tereft  I  had,  towards  the  eleding  the  new 
Parliament— I  did  it  in  the  county  of  Dor- 
fet,  as  far  as  they  pleafed  to  pufti  it — I  en- 
gaged alfo,  fpecifically,  to  chufe  two  mem- 
bers  for  Weymouth,   which  he    defired 
might  be  a  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Devonfliire, 
and  Mr.  Ellis,  of  the  Admiralty — I  fup- 
pofed  he  would  confirm  that  nomination, 
but  that  was   nothing  to  me :    I  was  to 
chufe  two,  of  his  nomination,  which  now 
was  fallen  to  him ;  fo  he  might  name  whom 
he  pleafed  :  that  I  was  alfo  engaged  to  ex- 
clude Lord  Egmont  from  Bridgewater,  if 
I  could,  of  which  I  (hould  give  him  a  far- 
ther account,  when   I  knew  his  pleafure 
upon  this  firft  part :  becaufe  there  might  be 
mention  made  of  that  tranfadion   in  the 
clofet,  and  there  were  fonie  particularities 
attending  it,  that,  'twas  probable,  he  might 
not  be  acquainted  with.     He  aflured  me 
of  his  friendfliip  and  affedtion,  in  a  folemn 
and  dejected  manner;  knew  his   brother 

was 


Was  Bncere  to  me  ;  knew  all  dur  engage-  1754- 
ments,  and  looked  upon  himfelf  as  party  Mar,  zu 
to  them;  would  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  comply  with  them,  and  agreed 
to  his  brother's  nomination  of  Lord  J • 
Cavendifh  and  Ellis,  and  hoped  they  would 
be  agreeable  to  me* 

1  proceeded  to  the  article  of  Bridge-^ 
water,  which  I  faid  Was  thus — Long  after* 
my  mutual  engagements  with  Mr.  Pelham, 
when  Lord  Egmont  made  that  unfriendly 
attempt,  Mr.  Pelham  afked  me,  what  would 
become  of  it  ?  I  faid,  that  it  need  not  af- 
feft  my  eleftion,  though  it  might  deftroy 
the  Whig  intereft  there,  for  ever  :  that  the 
intereil  was  very  indifferent  to  me,  as  I 
did  not  expedt  to  Irve  to  fee  another  Par- 
liament, and  had  .neither  fucceflion,  rela- 
tion, or  friend,  that  I  could  or  wifhed  to 
leave  it  to  :  but  I  afked  him,  if  it  was  in- 
different to  him,  that  Lord  Egtoont  fhould 
come  in  there.  He  faid,  no,  to  be  fure  j 
and  hinted,  befides  his  publick  oppofition, 
great  diflafle  to  him  perfonally,  as  if  fome- 
thing  very  difhonourable  had  paffed  be- 
T  z^  tween 
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1754*  tween  them  :  I  avoided  entering  upon  that^ 
Mar.  21.  and  faid,  that  as  he  thought  him  his  ene- 
my, I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  oppofe 
him,  where  I. had  any  intereft  ^  that  I  was 
forry  it  came  fo  home  to  me,  but  that  I 
defigned  to  do  it.  Some  time  after  that, 
he  told  me  that  the  King  afked  him,  if  he 
ferioufly  defigned  to  endeavour  to  keep 
Lord  Egmont  out  of  Bridgewater,  having 
been  told  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  fome 
trouble  and  cxpence — Mr.  Pelham  replied, 
that  he  could  not  fpeak  to  his  Majefty  with 
any  authority,  but  he  thought,  I  would  : 
that  I  defired  him,  when  next  thofe  mat- 
ters came  to  be  difcuffed,  to  lay  me  at  the 
King's  feet,  and.  tell  him,  that  as  I  found 
it  would  be  agreeable  to  his  Majefty,  I 
would  fpare  neither  pains  nor  expence  to 
exclude  him  :  that  thus  it  became  my  en- 
gagement to  do  it,  if  I  can.  That  thefe 
were  the  engagements  on  my  fide  with 
his  brother.  He  faw,  that  I  had  not  di- 
minifhed  them,  and  I  was  fully  determined 
to  perform  them,  let  what  v/ould  fall  out 
on  the  other  fide.  The  Duke  was  very 
fex'ious,    and  dejed:ed,   during   the  whole 

con- 


[   ^n   ] 

converfation,  and  threw  in  feveral  warm  1754* 
expreffions  of  approbation,  and  then  faid.  Mar.  21. 
that  he  was  loaded  with  too  many  things 
at  once,  for  one  man  to  bear :  that  he  had 
feen,  and  his  brother  had  told  him,  how 
handfome  my  proceedings  had  been  :  that 
this  was  the  moft  noble,  that  could  be 
imagined  :  that  he  had  tranfadions  with 
many,  but  none  like  this,  and  beg'd  me  to 
fay,  what  his  brother  had  engaged  to  do  ^ 
and  to  tell  him  all  that  had  pafled,  and  how  I 
tmderftood  it.  I  faid,  I  muft  be  excufed  ^ 
I  could  not  talk  about  advantages  to  my- 
felf,  that  were  to  take  their  rife  from  my 
own  affertion  only,  when  there  was  nobody 
to  contradict  me  :  I  was  afraid,  he  would 
have  enough  of  that  from  others  :  it  was 
fufficient  that  he  was  fatisfied,  that  I  had 
not  whittled  down  the  obligations  which 
I  was  to  perform.  He  prefTed  me  ftill 
more  ftrongly;  till  I  told  him,  that  I 
would  not  talk  of  it  at  all,  without  remind- 
ing him,  that  I  was  abfolutely  determined 
to  fulfil  all  the  engagements  I  had  taken, 
and  repeated  to  him,  without  any  regard  to 
what  might  be  done  on  the  otlier  iide: 
T  3  that 


1754.  that  it  was  the  Isaft  tranfadlion  of  my  lifc^ 
Mitf.  ?!•  and  therefore  fhould  fufi^er  no  ambiguity ; 
they  were  too  far  gone  to  admit  of  any  al- 
teration ;  let  what  would  happen,  I  could 
not  refine  them  away ;  I  thought  my&lf 
bound  by  them,  and  would,  at  all  events,, 
perform  them  :  that  my  proceeding  mufli 
be  as  open  and  clear  to  the  men^ory  of  hi$ 
brother  with  him,  as  they  would  havo 
been  with  his  brother,  if  we  had  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  his  Grace :  that,  evci^ 
on  this  footing,  I  had  very  little  to  fay ;  for 
I  was  fure,  he  muft  know  that  his  bfother 
was  to  rempve  the  perfbnal  mifreprefenta- 
tions  that  I  lay  under,  with  the  King,  at 
a  proper  fime,  and  to  bring  me  into  the 
^rvice,  in  a  proper  manner  :  that  I  never 
^bought  of  fixing  him  down  tp  a  particular 
flay,  or  a  particular  office,  becaufe  indeec| 
I  meant  more,  I  meant  to  conie  in,  fo  as  to 
live  with  them  as  an  humble  friend,  undef 
their  friendfhip  and  proteftion,  Jle  faid^ 
very  ferioufly  and  warmly,  that  he  wouldl 
pever  affert  any  thing  as  done,  that  he  was 
pot  fure,  was  done;  but  as  to  the  King's  dif* 
Jike,  we  might  wave  that.  It  was  irajpofr 
^^     *     ^  fiblei 
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fible,  but  that  muft  give  way;  it  could  not  1754. 
withftand  fuch  a  behaviour  as  mine  :  we  Mar.  ai, 
might  put  it  out  of  the  queftion^  with  two 
or  three  ftrong  expreflions  more,  to  that 
purpofe.  He  then  afked  me,  if  his  bro- 
ther had  engaged  to  bring  me  in,  before 
the  elections  were  over.  I  faid,  he  had  made 
me  no  fuch  promife,  that  I  had  never  bar- 
tered ^ith  him,  fo  as  to  pin  him  down  to 
a  day  or  an  hour,  my  views  being  to  obtain 
their  friendfhip,  &c.  as  I  had  before  ex- 
plained to  him.  He  faid,  he  always  un- 
derftood  it  fo,  and  afked  me;  as  there  would 
be  many  changes,  andthat  they  were  obliged 
to  cut  the  cloth  into  as  many  pieces  as 
they  could,  if  I  thought,  I  could  come  in 
before  the  eledion.  I  faid,  I  did  think  I 
could.  He  replied,  he  knew  I  might  be 
trufted,  and  would  talk  very  freely  to  me, 
and  tell  me  how  things  flood,  fince  I  faid, 
I  thought  I  could  come  in  now  :  that  the 
Secretary's  office  was  fettled,  and  that  he 
had  four  pofitive  engagements,  which  were 
to  Lords  Hillfhorough,  Dupplin,  Barring- 
ton,  and  Mr,  Nugent :  but  that  he  had 
not,  and  would  not  promife  any  one  of 
T  4  them. 
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1754-  them,  till  it  was  done  and  fettled  with  the 
Mar.  21,  King.  He  then  expatiated  on  the  King's 
kindnefs  to  him,  which,  however,  he  at- 
tributed great  part  of  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  times  :  that  his  Majefty  had  advifed 
him  not  to  promife,  and  that  he  replied, 
that  he  fliould  take  great  care  not  to  havo 
himfelf  quoted  againft  himfelf.  I  faid,  I 
underftood  that  the  Secretary's  office  was 
defigned  for  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon.  He 
faid,  yes,  and  that  for  the.  bufinefs  of  the 
Northern  Province,  [N.B.  He  is  to  have 
the  Southern  Province]  no  mj^n  in  England 
underftood .  it  better ;  that  he  was  not  hap-r 
py  at  explaining  himfelf,  but  no  man  knew 
more,  or  had  better  underftanding.  I  faid, 
I  knew  him  very  well,  he  was  a  worthy 
man,  and  I  loved  hirp,  I  faid,  what  if  I 
came  into  the  place  he  left  ?  He  confidered 
^  little,  and  faid,  very  well,  pray  goon.  I 
faid,  I  would  particularly  fupport  him  in 
theHoufe,  i^Aerehc  would  chiefly  want  it. 
He  faid,  he  knew  he  would-  I  faid,  there 
i§  my  old  place,  Treafurer  of  the  Navy  ; 
that  muft  be  vacant :  I  fhould  like  that 
l^etter  than  any  thing.    B^U  I  added,  why 

ihould 
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fhould  I  enter  into  thefe  things,  I  leave  it  i75+- 
wholly  to  your  Grace.  He  faid,  that,  by  Mar.  21. 
a  ftrange  fatality,  the  diredion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  fallen  upon  him, 
who  had  never  thought  of  it ;  and  hemuft 
expedt,  that  the  great  attempt  would  be,  to 
fliew  that  he  could  not  dired:  it :  there- 
fore he  could  not  chufe  by  affedion,  but 
muft  comply  with  thofe  who  could  fup- 
port  him  there.  I  faid,  I  under.ftood  fo^ 
and  that  I  thought,  I  might  pretend  to 
fome  abilities  that  way :  that  in  the  op- 
pofition,  I  was  thought  of  fome  ufe  there: 
that  in  Court  indeed,  I  never  undertook 
much,  becaufe  he  knew  I  never  was  fup- 
ported :  but  now,  when  I  fhould  be  fup-  » 
ported,  I  hoped  I  might  pretend  to  be  as 
ufeful  there,  as  my  neighbours.  He  faid, 
it  was  inconteftably  fo.  I  faid,  that  I  would 
derogate  from  nobody,  but  confidering  the 
fuperiority  of  age,  the  offices  I  had  gone 
through,  and  my  rank  in  the  world ;  and 
adding  to  that,  chufing  fix  members  for 
them  at  my  own  great  expence,  without  the 
fxpence  of  one  fhilling  from  their  fide, 
I  thought  the  world  ip  general,  and  even 

the 
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I7S+*  the  gentlemen  themfelves,  could  not  ex- 
Mar,  21 »  pedl  that  their  pretenfions  fliould  give  me 
the  exclufion.  He  faid,  that  what  I  did, 
was  very  great — that  he  often  thought  with 
furprife,  at  the  eafe  and  cheapnefs  of  the 
cledtion  at  Weymouth — that  they  had  no- 
thing like  it.  I  faid,  I  believed  there  were 
few  who  could  give  his  Majefty  fix  mem- 
bers for  nothing.  He  faid,  he  reckoned 
five,  and  had  put  down  five  to  my  account. 
I  faid  it  was  fo  ;  but  this  attempt  of  Loird 
Egmont's  made  it  fix— he  would  obfcrvc, 
that  I  did  not  pretend  to  chufe  two  for 
Bridgewater  :  but  by  Lord  Egmont's  op- 
pofition,  the  two  members  muft  be  entirely 
owing  to  me ;  for  if  I  did  not  exert  my 
whole  force  to  exclude  him,  he  muft 
come  in,  and  the  Court  would  have  but 
one  there.  He  thanked  me,  faid  it  was 
moft  clear  as  it  was  now  explained,  but  he 
had  not  confidered  it  in  that  light.  I  faid, 
I  muft  be  excufed  from  talking  any  more 
about  myfelf :  that  I  left  it  entirely  to  him, 
and  to  the  King ;  that  I  was  fully  deter- 
mined to  make  this  facrifice  to  his  Majeft]^, 
let  him  ufe  me  as.  he  pleafed :  that  I  would 

keep 


keep  omt  of  the  way  of  a  perfbnal^ affront  ^  i7S4» 
that  I  knew  I  had  given  no  juft  caufe  of  Mwu  zu 
oiFence,  but  that  I  would  not  juftify  with 
his  Majefty — that  it  was  enough  that  he 
was  difpleafed,  to  make  me  think  that  I  wa§ 
in  the  wrong,  and  to  beg  him  to  forget  it : 
I  would  not  even  be  in  the  right  againil 
him,  and  I  was  very  fure,  I  would  never 
again  be  in  the  wrong  againft  him,  for 
which  I  hoped  his  Grace  woul(i  be  my 
caution.  "  He  faid,  he  would  with  all  his 
heart.  He  took  me  in  his  arms,  and  kifled 
me  twice,  with  ftrong  affurances  of  affec- 
tion and  fervice.  I  told  him,  I  would  go 
to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  acquaint  him  with  his 
nomination  to  Weymouth;  he  defired  I 
would,  and  from  him  tell  him,  that  he 
agreed  to  his  brother's  nomination,  but  not 
to  fay  any  thing  by  way  of  compliment. 

N.  B.  When  I  came  in,  the  Duke  had  a 
quire  of  paper  before  him,  upon  which,  at 
the  top  I  faw  my  name.  He  took  notes 
of  all  that  pafTed :  called  in  Roberts,  fliewed 
him  the  paper,  and  told  him,  he  mufl  write 
it  fair,  the  notes  in  one  column  for  his  ufe; 

the 
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1754-    the  other,  blank,  to  take  the  King's  plea- 
Mar.  2 1,  fure. 

23-  The  Duke  of  Newcaftle   refigned  the 

feals,  and  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  received 
them,  and  the  following  day,  thofe  gentle- 
men kifled  the  Princefs's  hand. 

27-  Dined  at  Lord  Harrington's,  and  found 

that,  notwithftanding,  all  the  fine  conver- 
fation  of  laft  Thurfday,  all  the  employ- 
ments were  given  away. 

31-  Lord  Barnard  kifled  hands  at  Leicefter 

Houfe  as  Earl  of  Darlington  ;  Mr.  Charles 
Townfhend  for  the  Admiralty ;  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  as  Earlof  Hardwick. 

April  I.  Waited  on  the  Princefs,  in  the  evening, 
by  her  order. — Mufick.  Sir  George  Lyt- 
tleton  as  Cofferer,  and  Mr.  George  Gren- 
ville  as  Treafurer  of  the  Navy,  kifled  tho 
King's  hand, 

2.  Went  to  the  Cockpit.     Short  talk  with 

the  Solicitor,  who  is  ex:tremely  hurt,  de- 
jected. 
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j^cfted,  and  diffatisfied  with  the  proceed-    1754. 
ings.  .  April  2. 

Arrived  at  Eaftbury*  8. 

Dr.  Sharpe  and  I  fet  out  from  Eaftbury      n. 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  for  Bridge- 
water,  where,  as  I  expedied,  I  found  things 
very  difagreeably  framed. 

Lord  Egmont   came,    with    trumpets,      12. 
noife,  &c. 

He  and  we  walked  the  town  :  we  found     13. 
nothing  unexpected,  as  far  as  we  went. 


Spent  in  the  infamous  and  difagreeable  T  14. 
compliance  with  the  low  habits  of  venal 
wretches. 


{14. 
15. 
16. 


Came  on  the  eleftion,  which  I  loft  by  the  17. 
injuftice  of  the  Returning  Officer.  The 
numbers  were  for  Lord  Egmont  119,  for 
Mr.  Balch  114,  for  me  105.  Of  my  good 
votes,  15  were  rejefted:  8  bad  votes  for 
Lord  Egmont  were  received. 

Left 
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1754.        Left  Bridgewater — ^for  ever.    Arrived  at 
April  18.  Eaftbury  in  the  evening* 

24*  Arrived  at  Hammerfmith  in  the  evening. 

tfi.  I  went  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's.  Re- 

ceived with  much  feemingafFedtion:  thanks 
for  Weymouth,  where  I  had  fucceeded : 
forrow  for  Bridgewater,  where  I  had  not; 
I  told  him,  that  I  would  give  him  a  detail 
of  that  whole  tranfaftion,  in  as  clear  and 
Ihort  a  manner  as  was  poflible,  if  he  was 
then  at  leafure  to  receive  it :  but  if  not, 
and  he  thought  it  worth  mentioning  to  the 
King,  I  would  only  give  him  the  heads  of 
it,  and  he  might  fay,  that  I  was  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  proofs  of  thofe  heads,  at  a 
meeting  which  he  had  appointed  on  pur- 
pofe.  Accordingly,^  I  began  by  telling 
him,  that  I  had  done  all  that  was  in  the 
power  of  money  and  labour,  and  fliewed 
him  two  bills  for  money  remitted  thither, 
before  I  went  down,  one  of  1000/.  one  of 
500/.  befides  all  the  money  then  in  my 
fteward's  hands,  fo  that  the  eleAion  would 
coft  me  about  2,500/.  In  the  next  place,  if 

this 
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this  eleftlon  ftood,  the  borough  was  for  i7S4» 
ever  in  Tory  hands  :  that  all  this  was  oc-  April  z6. 
cafioned  by  want  of  proper  fupport  from 
the  Court,  and  from  the  behaviour  of  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown,  Upon  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  death,  feeing  the  multitude  of  pro- 
motions in  which  no  notice  was  taken  of  . 
me,  and  Lord  Poulett  adling  openly  againft 
me,  with  all  his  might ;  feeing  no  check 
given  to  him,  or  encouragement  to  me, 
they  fo  ftrongly  concluded  the  Government 
to  he  indifferent,  that  five  out  of  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  officers  gave  fingle  votes  for 
Lord  Egmont.  The  next  head  was — that, 
in  fpite  of  all,  I  had  a  fair  majority  of  le- 
gal votes,  for  that  the  Mayor  had  admitted 
eight  bad  votes  for  Lord  Egmont,  and  re- 
fufed  fifteen  good  ones  for  me  5  fo  that  it 
was  entirely  in  their  own  hands,  to  retrieve 
the  borough,  and  get  rid  of  a  troublefome 
opponent,  if  they  pleafed  :  that  if  the  King 
required  this  piece  of  fervice,  it  was  to  be 
done,  and  the  borough  put  into  Whig 
hands,  and  under  his  influence,  without 
any  ftretch  of  power ;  for  the  caufe  was  fo 
clear  and  indifputable,   that,   inftead  of 

want- 
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1754*    wanting  their  power  to  fupport  if,  nothinjg 
April  26.  but  their  power  could  withftand  it  :  that, 
if  it  was  expefted,  I  would  lend  my  name, 
and  my  affiftancehere  and  in  the  country,  to 
refcue  the  borough,  and  deliver  it  into  fuch 
hands  as  the  King  fliould  approve  of;  but 
that  I,  on  my  own  account,  would  have 
nothing  more  to   do  with  it.     I  had  ful- 
filled to    the  utmoft  the  facrifice  of  duty 
which   I  had*  promifed,  and  propofed  to 
myfelf ;  1  defired  no  retrieval  or  acquifition 
of  intereft,  and  would  abfolutely  be  no 
farther  concerned,  than  as  the  canal  to  con- 
vey that  borough  into  his  Majefty's  difpo- 
fition.  He  replied,  that  they  underftood  the* 
borough  to  be  loft,  and  alfo,    that  it  was 
entirely  a  party  affair  :  that  Lord  Shaftef- 
bury  had  confirmed  him  in  it,  and  affured 
him,  that  the  violence  of  the  Tories  againft 
me  was  much  inflamed,  by  the  affiftance  I 
gave,  and  offered  to  give  Lord  Digby,  lafl 
fummer,  at  his  appearance  for  the  county 
of  Dorfet :  that  they  knew  Mr.  Balch  nei- 
ther would,  nor  could  fupport  Bridgewater: 
that  nobody  had  afted  like  me,   or  conli- 
fidered  the  King  and  his  fervice,  in  what  I 

had 


.[  289  ]     ' 

had  done,  and  now  offered  to  do,  fo  nobly  i7S4- 
and  difintereftedly,  &c,  I  faid,  that  what  April  26. 
I  had  done  was.  in  confequence  of  what  I 
had  declared  before  to  him,  viz.  to  fhew  my 
^duty  to  the  King,  and  my  earneft  defires  to 
pafs  the  r<^  of  my  life  in  his  Grace's  friend- 
ihip  and  prote<aion  :  that  I  had  backed  my 
fancy,  and  left  the  reft  to  him.  He  made 
great  prpfeffions  of  good  wifhes,  goodwill, 
beft  endeavours,  &c.  &c.— ^which  weigh 
with  me  as  much  as  the  breath  they  were 
compofed  of. 

The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  died  yefterday-  May  20. 

I  received  the)  Princefs's  commands  to     2». 
Wait  on  her  at  Kew  the  next  day. 

Went  to  Kjew  before  eleven  o'clock-  29. 
:The  Princcfs  walked  .with  me  tjll .  fwo.-— 
Muph  converfatipn  .about  the  Prince: 
wiihed  he  faw  more  company — 'bu.t.who'of 
the  ypun^  people  were  fit  ?-rWifl)!ed  he 
h^d, acquaintance  older  than  himfelf:  durft 
not  recommend  for  fear  of  offence;  while 
he  had  Governors,  &c.  and  was  under  im- 
U  .  mediate 
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1754-    mediate  infpe<ftion,  all,  that  they  did  not 
May  29.  direcft,  would  be  imputed  to  her.  In  a  year 
or  two,  he  muft  be  thought  to  have  a  will 
of  his  own,  and  then  he  would,  (he  hoped, 
a<ft  accordingly  •   Expreflcd  great  flight  and 
difregard  for  thofe  in  office,  and  her  ufual 
diflike  for  the  King.  We  talked  of  his  ac- 
cumulation of  treafure,  which  fhe  reckoned 
at  4.000,000/.     I  told  her,  that  what  was 
become  of  it,  how  employed,  where  and 
what  was  left,  I  did  not  pretend  to  guefs  ; 
but   that   I   computed  the  accumulation 
to  be  from  12  to  15,000,000/.   That  thefe 
things,  within  a  mtoderate  degree,  perhaps 
lefs  than  a  fourth  part,\could  be  proved  be- 
yond a;ll  poffibiiity  of  denial ;  and  when 
the  cafe  fhould  exift,  would  be  publifhcH 
in  controverfial  pamphlets,  if  troublefomc 
times  fhould  arife,  wMch  I  hoped  ih  God, 
WGTuld  never  ha|>pen.     She  was  very  kind 
and  gracious  to  me.     After  dinner,-  Lbrd 
Bathurift  and  Lord  More¥on  (whom,  '^ith 
his  fon  'and  daughter,  (he  faw  upoa  the 
road,  and afked  to  ftep  in)  walked  with  us  : 
they,  ftaid  but  little,  and  kft  'us  with  her. 
Lady  Atigufta,  and  the  two  Prin-ces  ;  wc 

con- 
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converfed  till  near  eleveiv,  when  Treturned.     1754. 
At  home  I  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Balch,  May  29. 
acquainting  me  that  he  had  brought  Mn 
Burroughs  with  him,   to  lay  the  Bridge- 
water  bufinefs  before  the  Miniftry. 

We  went  to  town  before  dinner.  I  told  30, 
Meflrs.  Balch  and  Burroughs,  that  having 
laid  the  whole  affair  before  the  Duke  of. 
Newcaftle  upon  my  arrival,- and  he  haying 
aflured  me,  that  he  would  appoint  a  time  to 
go  through  and  fettle  it,  which  he  had  neg-- 
lefted  to  do,  I  would  not '  go  to  him  <:  but 
I  advifed  then!  to  wait  on  him,  and  that  I 
thought  the  beft  Way  woidd  ie,  that  )Ar* 
B^h  Xhoiildf  write  a^w^te-tb  acquaint  ^is^ 
.  Grace,  tliat  he  had  brdugfet  Mr.  Burroughs 
with  hi-m,  who,  in  con3to(9;iph  with  him-' 
felf,  was  beft  able  to  give  him  an  account 
of  the  injuftice  the  whole  party  laboured 
under,  wtio  t-hought  themfelves  well  enti- 
tled to  his  Grace's  proteftion,  in  obtain- 
ing that :jufti4:e,  which  they  were  deter- 
jRiined  to  profecute ;  therefore  defired  to 
Icnow  when,  they  rriight  wait  on  him,  to 
lay  that  whole  <tranfa(5kioh  before  jiim, 

U  2  Par- 
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^7S4*'        Parliament  opened  by  commlffion.     I 
M*y3«-  took  the  oaths  without  doors.     Very  full 
Houfe. 

« 
June  !•      Waited  on  the  Duke  of  Dorfet.  Mr.Bakh 
refolved  to  write  the  note  I  advifed  (of 
which  I  gave  him  a  draught)  and  fend  it 
that  night. 

3-  Went  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's,  and  ac- 
quainted him  with  my  fituation  with  the 
Miniftry.  Went  to  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Weft 
dejQred  to  fpeak  with  me — faid  that  Mr. 
Balch  had  written  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaf- 
tle  (which  letter  he  ihewed  me)  who  had 
appointed  to  fee  him  on  Thurfday ;  but 
the  Duke  defired  to  fee  me  firft.  I  told  him^ 
th^t  I.wbuld  go  to  him  to-morrow. 

4-  Went  early  tothe Duke  of  Newcaftle's. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Balch,  but  defired  to  advife  with 
me,  before  he  faw  him  :  that  nothing  was. 
fettled,  or  he  fbould  have  fcnt  to.  me  long 
before :  that  he  was  againft  multiplying 
petitions,  for  reafons  obvious  to  me  :  that 

.'  he 
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he  knew  nothing  of  Lord  Egmont ;  but  1753* 
had  heard  that  he  fometimes  talked  as  if  June  4. 
he  was  willing  to  battle  it :  that  if  it  ihould 
be  made  a  point,  he  did  not  know,  if  we 
were  certain  of  carrying  it :  that  Lord 
Egmoht  would  make  a  party:  thatpoffi- 
bly,  the  Princefs  might  wifh  he  fliould  be 
let  alone,  or  at  leaft,  that  thole  of  the  late 
Prince's  fervants  might  be  for  him.  I  faid, 
that  I  had  laid  this  affair  fully  before  him 
already ;  that  he"  knew,  I  had  pufhed  it 
in  the  country  with  fuch  an  expence  and 
trouble,  and  fo  abfolutely,  confidering  it  a 
fervice  which  the  King  (as  his  brother  told 
me)wiihed:  that  it  had  coft  me  3,400/. 
that  I  was  fairly  chofen,  nor  would  the 
Returning  Officer  have  dared  not  to  return 
me,  had  he  not  been  encouraged  by  the 
fervants  of  the  adminiftration  :  that  the  ^ 

torough  was  loft,  and  loft  folely  by  a  Lord 
of  the  Bedchamber  and  the  Cuftom-houfe 
Officers:  that  they  might  retrieve!^,  or 
not,  juft  as  they  pleafed;  leave  it  in 
Tory  hands,  or  recover  it ;  get  rid  of 
Lord  Egmont,  as  an  opponent,  or  keep  him 
in,  as  a  friend,  I  fhoiild  neither  be  fatis- 
U  3  fied 


I754'    ficd  or  diflatisfied  with  it ;  1  ftiould  not 
June  4.   be  obliged  ty  the  one,  or  difobliged  by  the 
Other.     I  dealt  clearly  with  him,  and  de- 
fired  to  be  underftood  without  any  ambi- 
guity :  I  had  told  him  this  before,  and  my 
opinion  ani  refolution  was  the  fame.    He 
faid,  he  acknowledged  it,  and  defired  me 
to.advife  what  was  to  be  done.  I  told  him^ 
I  could  not  advife,  becaufc  I  did  not  know 
the  truth  of  my  own  jfituation ;  it  was 
time  to  come  to  a  full  explanation  upon 
•     that  head,  for  it  muft  come  to  a  decifion  : 
that  I  had  done  all  the  fervices    in  my 
power,  and  fpent  very  great  frnns,  of  all 
which  they,  now,  had  the  benefit :  that  I  had 
made  no  bartering  bargains,  but  had  done  it 
frankly,  with  a  plain,  avowed,  and  accepted 
intention  to  take  off  the  edge  of  the  King's 
ill  grounded  refentment,  and  prove  my  at- 
tachment to   his   Grace;  to  fliew  myfelf 

his   immediate  friend a  Jew 

lines  were  in  this  place  Hrny  by  an  accident^ 

front  the  manufcript I  replied, 

it  muft  come  to  a  conclufion,  one  way  ot 
another  :  if  after  accepting  both  offer  and 
execution  of  all  I  could  do,  I  was  to  re- 
main 
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main  under  an  abfolute  profcription,  and  '754-^ 
exclufion  fron*all  favour,  that  every  other  Jane  4. 
fubjedl  of  my  rank  might  juftly  exped,  I 
mufl:  do  as  I  could,  but  it  muft  be  ex- 
plained and  fully.  He  faid,  he  himfelf  liked 
to  deal  explicitly,  and  to  underftand  clearly 
what  was  expedled :  that  he  had  laid  my 
fer vices  before  the  King  in  the  beft  man- 
ner he  could;  though  fome  people  (of 
whom  he  would  inform  me  afterwards) 
had  endeavoured  to  infinuate  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  I  had  not  the  power  I  pretended 
to  at  Weymouth.  I  afked  him,  if  he  him- 
felf did  not  tell  me  in  that  room,  that  he . 
had  declared  to  the  King,  that  the  borough 
was  redelivered  into  my  hands,  on  the  ex- 
prefe  condition  tg  take  his  eleftion  of  two, 

for   that  time  only  ? ' .   .    this 

being  the  oppojitejide  of  the  leaf  which  was 
mentioned  before  to  have  been  torn^  a,  few 

lines  are  alfo  here  wanting  . 

. he  would  do  it  in  the  beft 

manner  he  was  able  :  that  it  had  been  in- 
finuated,  and  he  had  ''not  faid,  expfreffly, 
that  he  would ;  bujt  had  not  faid,  he  would 
not :  that  if  I  had  my  view  upon  any  par- 
U  4  ticular 
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1754.    ticular  thing,  or  office,  he  would  move  it, 
June  4.   and  try  to  get  it,  in  the  moft* cordial  man- 
ner.    I  faid,  as  tc  going  to  the  King,   I 
would   poftpone  that  confideration   for  a 
minute  :  that,  js  to  the  laft,  he  well  knew 
I  never  thought  of  making  bargains,   that 
I  left  that  matter  totally  to  him.   He  faid, 
that  there  were  few  things  that  a  man  of 
my  rank  could  accept,   and  that  none  of 
them  were   vacant.     I  faid,  it   was  true, 
but  I  did  not  impute  that  to  him  :  that  as 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury,    I 
fhould  chufe  a  feat  there,  if  it  was  vacant, 
fooner  than  any  thing,  but  I  could  not  take 
that;  at  the  fame  time  Ibeg'd  he  would 
obfervc,  that  I  did  not  expeft  to  be  Privy 
Seal,  if  Lord  Gower  fhould  die  ;  that  I  did 
not  come  to  make  bargains  for  this,  or  that 
thing,  or  time :  he  had  forced  me,  before 
I  went  into  the  Weft  to  fay,  that  Sir  Tho- 
mas Robiafon's  office,   or  my .  own  again 
(both  which  were  then  vacant)   I  ihould 
like  very  well ;  he  gavp  them  away  without 
.confidering  me.     I  defired  nobody  to  be 
removed,  much  lefs  to  die.    He  muft  think 
that  2000/.  a  year  would  not  make  my  for- 
tune. 
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tune,  with  one  foot  in  the  grave  :  that  as  i754- 
to  rank,  I  had  heard  that  the  King  was  J««c  4, 
-odd  about  titles  :  that  I  had  as  much  re- 
fpedt  for  the  Peerage  as  any;  man, '  but  he 
could  notl)ut  fee,  that,  in  my  fituation, 
without  fucceffion  or  collateral,  a  Peerage 
to  me,  was  not  worth  the  expence  of  new 
painting  my  coach  :  that  I  d'efired  to  pafs 
my  life  as  his  attached  friend  and  fervant, 
perfuajied  that  be  would,  as  fuch,  do  me 
favourable  juftice  the  firft  opportunity  that 
offered.  He  faid,  that  he  underftood  me 
very  well :  that  I  could  have  no  competi- 
tor in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  I  expedted 
then  any  employment  that  I  could  take, 
which  fhould  iirft  fall  j  and  added,  I  fup- 
pofe  you  will  be  difobliged,  if  you  have 
not  the  very  firft  that  falls.  I  demurred 
a  little  at  the  oddnefs  and  bluntnefs  of  the 
propofition,  and  did  not  well  conceive  the 
intention  of  it,  but  after  a  little  paufe,  faid, 
— that  is  a  hard  word,  my  Lord,  I  ^o  not 
abfolutely  fay  that.  There  may  be,  poffi- 
bly,  reafons  that  my  real  friendfliip  for  him 
might  make  me  acquiefce  in  ;  I  wilLnot 
iay  fo  hard  a  word  at  once ;  the  cafe  will 

fpeak 
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■754*   fpeak  itfelf,  but  it  muft  come  to  a  pofitivc 
June  4.  iflue — ^and  now,  my  Lord,  I  muft  refume 
the  offer  your  Grace  made  of  going  imn>e- 
diately  to  the  King,  to  demand  a  categori- 
cal anfwer,  whether  he  be  determined,  af- 
ter all  I  have  done  and  fpent  for  his  fcr- 
vicc  (of  which  he  now  reaps  the  utility) 
to  fuffer  no  return  to  be  made  me,  when 
opportunity  throws  it  in  the  way,  but  to 
exclude  me  from  all  the  advantages  lam, 
entitled  to,  in  common  with  the  reft  of 
his  fubjeds,   both  by  my  rank  and  my 
fervices  ?    as  ito'  his  refolution,    it  muft  . 
be  known,  but  as  you  profefs  your  fincerc 
defire,  that  I  ihould  be  properly  confidered, 
it  lies  upon  you  to  do  it  in  the  beft  man- 
ner, and  at  the  propereft  time:  I  do  not 
prefcribe  to-morrow  or  the  next  day,  this 
week  or  the  next ;  but  as  this  is  the  only 
obftacle,  it  muft  be  known,  abfolutely,  and 
in  a  reafonable  time  :  if  I  am  profcribed 
from  amongft  all  my  fellow  fubjefts,   I 
muft,  and  ftiall  fubmit  to  the  King's  plea- 
fure  with  all  poflible  refpedt :  but  as  your 
Grace   has  re-affured  me,  that  you  have 
reprefented  what  I  have  done,   fairly  and 

favour- 
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favourably  to  him;  till  I  know  it  from  1754. 
your  Grace,  I  cannot  believe  that  fo  juft  June  4* 
and  generous  a  Prince  would  accept  a  poor 
fubjeft'S  offers  of  fervice,  and  fuffer  him  to 
carry  them  into  execution,  at  fo  great  an 
expence,  with  a  refolution  abfolutely  to 
exclude  him  from  all  forts  of  common  fa- 
vour,  I  thought  it  would  be  what  never 
happened  before,  or  to  me  only,  ^e  faid, 
he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power,  and 
did  not  imagine  it  could  end  fo.  I  told 
him,  that  I  heartily  wifhed  it  might  not, 
but  it  muft  end  one  way  or  another,  it 
muft  not  remain  as  it  was  ;  for  I  was  de- 
termined to  make  fome  fort  of  figure  in 
life :  I  earneftly  wifhed  it  might  be  under 
his  protection,  but  if  that  could  not  be,  I 
muft  make  fome  figure  5  what  it  would  be> 
I  could  not  determine  yet ;  I  muft  look 
round  me  a  little,  and  confult  my  friends, 
but  fome  figure  I  was  refolved  to  make. 
He  faid,  he  would  do  his  beft  to  fettle  it 
to  my  fatisfadlion ;  he  did  not  think  it 
could  end  in  a  profcription.  I  faid,  I  ought 
to  hope  fo,  for  my  own  fake ;  but  if  he 
(hould  not  be  able  to  obtain  common  in- 
dulgence 
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1 754*  dulgencc  for  a  friend,  whom  he  favoured 
June  4.  and  thought  ufcful,  and  who  had  given 
fuch  convincing  proofs  of  his  utility,  I 
fhould  be  forry  for  myfelf  indeed,  but  I 
fhould  alfo  be  forry  for  him  too;  it  was 
being  upon  a  very  indifferent  footing  in- 
deed, I  fhould  therefore  be  very  forry  for 
it,  upon  his  account,  as  well  as  my  own. 
He  fai4,  he  would  do  his  utmoft  to  pre- 
vent it  from  coming  to  that,  for,  now,  he 
underftood  me  thoroughly.  He  then  de- 
fired  we  might  advife  together  about  the 
Bridgewatir  affair.  I  faid,  I  thought  that 
all  attempts  to  quiet  the  Whig  party  there 
would  be  vain,  without  beginning  to  turn 
out  the  officers*.  He  feemed  very  unwilling 
to  go  fo  far;  and  at  lafl  faid,  that  he  knew 
I  was  a  man  of  honour,  and  he  would  truft 
me  with  a  fecret,  which  I  mufl  never  re- 
veal, not  even  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet ; 
and  then,  after  a  multitude  of  precautions, 
and  exacting  engagements  of  honour  from 
me  not  to  divulge  it ;  he  told  me,  that  the 
truth  was,  that  he  had  a  mind  that  this 
petition  fhould  not  go  on  ;  and  if  I  could 
afliAhim  in  bringing  it  about,  he  fhould 

be 
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be  much  obliged  to  me  : — but  if  it  fhquld  ^754r 
be  known,  it  would  bq  reported  and  be-  June  4. 
lieved  that  he  had  made  up  with  Lord 
Egmont,  which  was  by  no  means  true,  for, 
upon  his  honour,  he  had  neither  fpoken  to 
him,  or  feen  him,  or  had  any  negociation 
with  him;  for  he  kneW  very  well,  that  if 
the  King  was  informed  that  the  town  was 
refolved  to'  petition,  and  there  were  the 
leaft  grounds  to  throw  put  Lord  Egmont, 
he  would  order  him  tq  pufli  it  with  the  ut- 
moft  vehemence.  I  faid,  I  had  oft^n  told 
him  it  was  no  caufe  of  mine ;  be  it  how  it 
would,  I  fliould  not  take,  it^  as  matter,  of 
payment  or  diflatisfaftibni:! that  I  Would 
certainly  keep  his  fecr^etjt  .^hich,/hpwevef^ 
every  body  would  fee  through,  if  no  juf- 
tice  was  done  :  that  I  would  do  all  I  qQ\il4 
with  Mr.  Balch  and  the  town,  to  quiet 
them';  b.ut'that,  without  punifliiijg  the 
ofEcef$;.J;feared-he  would  find  it  imprac- 
ticable, which  he  wbuld  better  judge  of 
when  he  /aW  M effrs.  BihK  and  Burroughs 
onrThurfday.  What,  if  he  offered  the  al- 
ternative, ^nd  tried  tq  make  the,  giviftg 
up  the  offijcerS",  the  price  of  dropping  all 

far-' 


'754-    farther  proceedings  ?  He  faid,  it  was  a  good. 
)une4.  thought,  and  he  muft  fcramble  off  as  well 

as  he  could.   So  we  parted,  with  ufual  pro- 

teftations. 

^*  I  faw  Meflrs,  Balch  and  Burroughs,  who 
'  had  been  at  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's.  His 
Grace  had  talked  them  over,  hut  nothing 
pofitive,  not  fo  much  as  punifliing  the  of- 
ficers, but  he  told  Mr,  Balch  that  he  would 
fend  Lord  DuppliQ  to  him— While  they 
were-  with  me.  Lord  Dupplia  was  at  Mr. 
Balch's,  and  foon  sifter  they  met,  calked 
very  amicably,  and  agreed  to  meet  here  on 
Tuefday.  This  hafte  to  fee  Mr.  Baich, 
was  in  order  to  learn  all  he  could,  that  h^ 
might  talk  it  over  with  the  Duke  at  Cler- 
mont, betw^n  Saturi^  and  Tuefday. 

JO'  Went  to  Lord  Hillfcorough's.  Much 
talk-r^firft  about  Bridgewater  eleftton  z^— 
could  not  conceive  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
could  have  the  leaft  difficulty  in  Aif^orting 
a -petition,  and  wdfidered  he  wa€  not  moft 
dfeiirous  of  it.  If  not,  myfrknds  would 
certainly  fupportmie-r-I  doubted — He  fai^> 

that 
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that  though  the  tide  of  politicks  might  i754- 
have  a  little  feparated  people.  So  that  they  June  |o. 
might  not  be  fo  ready  to  follow  me  in 
every  political  point,  yet  in  any  thing  per- 
ibnali  he  could  not  doubt,  but  that  the 
many  that  had  lived  with,  anffbeen  obliged 
to  .me,  would  fupport  me  heartily  and 
with  all  their  power.  I  ftill  doubted.  He 
faid  that  my  relations,  the  Grenvilles  and 
Lytteltons  would,  and  he  knew  it  from 
themfelves. 

We  thence  fell  upon  other  fubjefts,  and 
'he  defired  to  know  of  me,,  what  1  thought 
of  their  prefent  fituation.  I  faid,'  I  could 
-not  judge  of  it,  becaule  I  did'  not  know  it, 
but  it  feemed  to  me  very  disjoinftcd.  He 
iaid,  he  could  not  imagine  any  thing  like 
it :  every  body  of  confequence  was  difla- 
tisfied^  I  faid,  I  could  not  conceive  that, 
as  they  had  juft  iiad  every  thing  divided 
amongft  them.  He  faid,  it  was  fo  for  all 
that:  he  not  only  knew  it  to  be  fo,  \y\xt 
Yrom  his  intimacy  with  them,  he  knew 
their  reafons,  which  he  would  tell  me,  and 
would  begin  with  Mr.  Pitt.  That,  in- 
deed. 
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I7S4*  deed,  he  had  no  intimacy  with  him,  but 
June  10.  was  told  them  by  his  bofom  friend  Mr. 
George  Grenville,  who  was  alfo  his  :  that, 
indeed,  if  Pvlr.  Pitt  meant  money,  I  might 
well  think,  he  ought  to  be  fatisfied ;  but, 
his  paffion  was  not  money ;  it  was  ambi- 
tion >  power;  of  which  he  had  no  fhare. 
This  made  him  very  uneafy,  which  was 
highly  increafed  by  the  late  promotions. 
Inftead  of  being  acquainted  with,  and  con- 
fulted  about  what  was  to  be  done,  he  was 
only  informed  what  was  done  :  inftead  of 
offering  him  his  fhare,  he  received  news, 
that  his  moft  inveterate  enemy  was  made 
Secretary  of  State ;  the  next  poft  brought 
him  an  account  that  Mr.  Fox  had  refufed 
,the  feals,  and  that  Sir  Thomas  Robinfbn 
Jiad  accepted  them.  I  faid,.  that  I  fuppodfed^ 
that  they  did  not  think  Mr.  Pitt  could 
poffibly  undertake  an  office  of  fatigue,  or 
an  office  ,of  bufinefs  from  the  ftate  of  his 
health.  He  faid,-  that  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  he 
himfelf  oi^ght  to  be  the  beft  judge  of  that: 
befides,  Mr.  Legge,  who  could  have  no 
pretence  to  go  before  him,  was  made  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  juft  in  the  fame 

manner. 
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manner.  They  fliould  have  offered  him  at  175+. 
leaft.  They  fhould  have  made  him  well  June  10. 
with  the  King,  who  was  his  enemy,  which 
they  had  never  taken  the  leaft  care  to  do. 
That  Legge,  George  Grenville,  and  Fo^f 
were  his  (Hillfborough's)  intimate  friends, 
and  he  knew  their  thoughts  from  them- 
felves ;  that  as  to  Legge,  he  acknowledged 
that  he  was  promoted,  though  he  did  not 
much  defire  it ;  however,  when  he  was 
placed  there,  he  thought  that  he  fliould  be 
fupported  :  he  expedted  to  be  as  well  with 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  as  any  body,  though 
he  was  to  ad:  an  under  part :  but  he  found 
himfelf,  inftead  of  better,  not  to  be  fo 
well  with  him,  as  the  reft  of  his  collegues  ^ 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  what  was  doing, 
or  to  be  done,  and  >vas  not  confidered  at 
all  in  any  thing :  that  George  Grenville 
was  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking,  and  ex- 
pedted  very  different  treatment,  from  his 
rank  and  confideration  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  :  befides,  if  he  had  lefs  reafon 
to  be  difpleafed,  nothing  would  make  him 
eafy,  while  his  great  friend,  Pitt,  was  dif- 
fatisfied :  that  as  to  Fox  he  need  fay  iio- 
X  thing : 


'754*  thing:  Fox  fays,  he  was  oiFered  the  feals 
June  10.  with  proper  powers  to  be  at  tlie  head  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  the  next  day,  he 
was  told  with  fome  roughnefs,  that  he  was 
to  have  none,  nor  was  he  to  meddle  with 
the  conduct  of  the  Houfe,  farther  than  as 
it  related  to  his  office :  that  he  might  have 
accepted  with  honour,  even  upon  thofe  laft 
conditions;  yet  having  been  oiFered,  and 
having  accepted  the  office  upon  the  firil ; 
he  muft  have  been  a  mean  rafcal  to  have 
fubmitted  to  th?  degradation.  I  afkied  him, 
if,  confidering  the  fufpicious  temper  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  he  thought  the  Duke 
would  be  willing  to  leave  Fox  in  the  clo- 
fet,  in  any  ftation,  after  what  had  pafled. 
Lord  Hillfborough  replied,  he  believed 
not;  but  that  Fox  would  meddle  very 
little,  and  if  he  gave  no  particular  offence, 
he  thought  the  Duke  could  not  get  him 
out ;  and  added,  that  he  and  the  reft  of 
them  fliould  take  very  little  fliare  in  bufi- 
nefs,  unlefs  there  was  more  truft  and  com- 
munication, than  had  hitherto  appeared. 

*S-  I  i^w  MeiTrs.  Balch  and  Burroughs,  who 

had 
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had  been  with  the  Dukeof  Newcaftle,  arid    1754* 
were   promifed  by  him,  in   the  ftrongeft  June  ij. 
terms,  that  our  party  fliould  be  fupported. 

Lady  Orford  ftaid  with  me  above  three  *  '9- 
^  hours.  Her  bufinefs  was  to  lament  her 
misfortunes,  for  that  Mr.  Shirley  and  fhe 
were  parted,  of  which  fhe  gave  me  a  long 
'  account :  the  whole  of  which  was,  that  he 
infifted  upon  fomething  independent,  and 
that  fhe  would  part  with  nothing  out  of 
her  own  power. 

"       Lord  Dupplin  cattie  td  talk  aboutBridge-^      ^'* 
watef ;  but  firfly  he  informed  me,  that  he 
had  told  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle  what  I  had 
faid  about  myfelf  j  that  I  had  offered  a  free 
and  unreferved  friendfhip,  and  that,  after 
what  I  had  done,  I  thought  myfelf  well 
entitled   to  the  treatment  and  favour  of  a 
friend,   and    that  it  muft  be  decided  one 
way  or  another :   that  his  Grace,  feemed  to 
defire  it,  as  much  as  I  did-    Lord  Dupplin 
added,  that  he  underflood  it  would  be  fet- 
tled, and  though  the  Duke  did  not  explain 
himfelf  pofitively,  yet  his  Lordfhip  confi- 
X  2  de/ed 
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1754-    dercd  it  as  a  thing  fixed,  and  which  would 
June  a  I.  foon  be  over.     I  gave  him  proper  thanks, 
and  faid,   it  could  not  remain  as  it  did ; 
that  the  Duke  v^ras  fo  generous  as  to  prefs 
me  to  fay,  what  his  late  brother  was  en- 
gaged for.     That  I  would  not  fpeak  to  my 
own  advantage,  when  the  only  perfon,  who 
could  contradia  me,  was  dead  :   that,  in- 
deed, there  was  no  bargain  for  particular 
things;    friendfhip   and   connedlion   was 
what  I  afked,  and  Mr.  Pelham  faid,  he  was 
equally   defirous   of  it.      Lord  Dupplin 
faid,    he    knew    that    Mr.   Pelham,    for 
more  than   a  year  before  he  died,  looked 
upon  our  union  to  be  as  fettled,  as  any 
connexion  he  had,  and  always  added,  that 
I  was  the  only  man  of  bufinefs  they  had, 
and  he  was  refolved  to  attach  me  tp  them. 
I  replied  that,  though  I  had  not  faid    fo 
much  to  the  Duke,  Mr*  Pelham  declared 
that  I  had  a  good  deal  of  marketable  ware 
(parliamentary  intereft)  and  that,  if  I  would 
empower  him  to  oiFer  it  all  to  the  King, 
without  conditions,  he  would  be  anfwera- 
ble  to  bring  the  affair  to  a  good  account : 
that,  if  this  engagement  had  not  been  taken, 

ths 
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the  nature  of  the  thing  plainly  fpoke  it.    ^^754* 
Service  is  obligation,    obligation  implies  June  21. 
return.     Could  any  man  of  honour  profefs 
friendfhip,  accept  the '^offers  of  his  friend's 
whole  fervices,  fuffer  thofe  ferviccs  to  be 
carried  into  execution,   avail  himfclf  of 
their  Mrhole  utility,  and  then  tell  that  friend^ 
he  could  not,  or  he  would  not  make  him 
any  return  ?  Could  there  be  fuch  a  charac- 
ter ?  Suppofing  this  gentleman  had  a  maf- 
ter,  whofe  aiFairs  were  promoted  by  thefe 
fervices,    the  concurrence  of  whom  was 
ncccffary  to  this  return,  but  who  was  in- 
difpofed  to  his  friend ;  could  he  anfwer  it 
to  his  friend  or  to  the  world,  when  he 
found  his  niafter's  refentments  irremovea- 
ble,  if  he  did  not  advife  his  friend  to  take 
back  his  offers,  and  apply  them  as  he  might 
think  bejft,  unlefs  he  chofe  to  rifque  them 
on  an  adventure,  for  the  performance  of 
which  he  could  not  be  anfwerable  ?  Thefe 
things  fpoke  themfelves,  and  all  mankind 
muft  fee  them  in  the  fame  light :  that,  be 
it  how  it  would,   it  muft  be  thoroughly 
underftood   by  the  World — If  this  con- 
nexion, and  the  acceptance  of  my  cfFedlual 
X  3  fer- 
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1754-    fcrvices,  was  not  ratified  by  efFeds  that  juf^ 
June  zij,  tified  theta,  I  mull  be  contented  to  pafs  for 
a  dupe,  and  they,  for  {harpers ;  thq  worlcj 
would  juftly  call  me,  £bol,  and  tjiem,  by  a 
much  harfher  name ;  but  fqr  myfelf,  I  was 
prepared  to  bearitalijet  what wouldhappen. 
I  found  means  to  repeat  this  particular  de^ 
dudion  and  conclufion,  two,  or  three  times, 
in  the  fubfequent  converfation.     We  then 
fell  upon  Bridgewater — the  Diike  of  New^ 
caftle  would  do  every  thing  to  fupport  the 
party :  he  demurred  upon  petitioning,  only, 
for  fear  of  making  it  an  handle  for  forming 
an  improper  connexion  at  fetting  out,     I 
knew  that  thofe  in  con fiderable  places  dif- 
fered among  themfelves,  and  almpft  all  dif- 
owned  immediate  dependence,  obligation 
and  allegiance  to  the  Duke,  and  that  they 
might,  pn  fuch  an  ocpafion,  perplex  and 
difturb   his  Grace.     I  faid,  I  underftood 
him,  and  after  having  ftrongly  reprefented 
to  him  that,  what  I  undertook,  I  had  per- 
formed, iince  he  acknowledged  I  was  fairly 
choien  :  that  I  meant  it  a  fervice ;  if  they 
were  fatisfied,  I  was :    if  they  defired   to 
fnake  efFedtual,  what  xlxpir  pwn  depegdents 

ha4 


[    3"     ] 

had  obftrufted,  I  would  give  my  afliftance,  i754* 
but  that  I  was  wholly  unconcerned  in  their  June  lu 
determination :  I  added,  that  I  did  not 
think  this  cafe  was  liable  to  the  rnconve- 
niencies  which  he  had  mentioned  :  for  that 
I  had  reafon  to  think,  that  Mr.  Fox  would 
not  efpoufe,  even  privately.  Lord  Egmont 
againft  me,  though  I  had  not  feen  him  fince 
my  return  from  the  Weft.  That  I  had 
been  prefled  by  feveral  with  offers  of  fer- 
vice,  to  know  if  I  would  petition,  that  the 
Grenvilles,  &c.  had  given  me  to  under- 
ftand,  that  they  would  not  only  be  for  me, 
but  adlively  fo :  that  I  would  own  to  him 
in  confidence,  that  I  myfelf  wiflied  there 
might  be  no  petition ;  that  the  Duke  might 
think  it  no  ill  bargain,  if  hecould^^^  Lord 
Egmont,  by  fuifering  him  to  fit  only,  with- 
out any  farther  pretenfions  upon  his  Grace, 
and,  perhaps,  I  might  think  fo  too  :  but  1 
thought  it  impradticable ;  for  if  I  was  in 
his  Grace's  confidence,  I  fhould  be  obliged 
to  tell  him,  that,  if  Lord  Egmont  fubfcribed 
to  that  bargain,*  when  the  fourteen  days  for 
petitioning  were  expired,  if  the  Duke  did 
not  engage  tp  gratify  his  Lordftiip  (which 
X  4  would 
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1754*    would  be  no  eafy  matter)  the  fifteenth  day, 

Jfinczu  it  was  my  opinion,  that  he  would  break 

with  his  Grace  on  the  fixteenth.     Lord 

Dupplin    faid  much   of  Lord  Pgmont's 

falfenefs  and  ill  behaviour  to  Mr.  Pelham, 

who  told  him,  that  he  was  fo  grofs  a  flat- 

terer,  when  he  brought  him  in  for  Wco- 

bly,  that  it  was  quite  fhocking,  and  Mr, 

Pelham   fhewed  him  a  letter  from  Lord 

Egmont,  in  which  he  writes,  that  he  was 

happy  in  having  found  a  man,  in  whom  he 

he  could  have  an  implicit  faith,  with  a  great 

deal  more  of  this  kind.     He  then  entered 

into  the  means  of  managing  this  affair  of 

Bridgewater,     I  faid,  I  could  fay  but  little 

to  it,  after  what  I  had  faid ;  that  my  being 

in  their  confidence,  or  not,  muft  and  would 

chiefly  decide  of  the  complexion  of  that 

bufinefs.     He  replied,  he  always  looked 

upon  that  as  done,  and  to  be  fure,  that  muft 

be  decided,  before  any  meafures  could    be 

tal?;en  with  effedl,     I  told  him,  that  one 

way  came  acrofs  me,  and  only  one,  to  make 

.  >11  thing?  eafy,  but  charged  him,  as  a  man 

pf  honour,  never  to  mention  it,  as  a  thought 

Pr  fuggeftion  of  mine  j  becaufe  it  was  not 

fo 
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Co  much  as  my  wifli,  and  the  fuggeftion   '7S4» 
might  be  conftrued  to  imply  the  wifli :  Jun^  21. 
that  the  expedient  was,  if  any  thing  fliould 
happen,  or  be  formed,  to  make  room  for 
me  in  the  fervice,  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  that  would  vacate  my  feat,  and 
I   could    neither   petition   nor  ftand  for 
Bridgewater — but  I  enjoined  him  never  to 
mention  this  (for  it  ftruck  him  much,  and 
made  him,  for  a  few  minutes,  very  thought 
ful)  as  coming  from  me,  for  I  really  meant 
it,  only  as  a  pleafantry,  between  him  and 
me,  that  rofe  on  a  fudden. 

I  went  to  town  to  fee  Lord  Dupplin,  J^^r^ 
about  the  Bridgewater  bufinefs.  He  faid, 
he  had  told  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  all  that 
had  paffed  between  us,  and  had  explained 
the  nature  of  the  friendfliip  I  offered,  in 
contradiftin<3:ion  to  the  inconneftion  and 
inconfidence  of  others  in  office:  that  the 
Duke  approved  of,  and  delired  it,  and  meant 
to  aCfFed  it ;  that  he  prefTed  his  Grace 
to  end  it  with  the  King ;  for  when  thepro- 
fcription  was  taken  off,  and  the  King  had 
accepted  me,  the  Duke  might  then  declare, 

that 
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1754-  that  I  was  in  his  confidence^  and  under  his 
Jijly  «•  proteftion,  and  that  he  was  at  liberty,  and 
would  do  me  juftice,  the  firft  opportunity 
that  might  happen  :  and  then  he  (Lord 
Dupplin)  could  have  the  pleafure  of  com- 
municating every  thing,  he  knew  and  heard, 
confidentially  to  me,  and  fhould  confider 
me  and  himfelf,  and  the  Attorney  and  Stone, 
(which  laft  was  prefent  when  he  talked  to 
the  Duke)  as  one  perfon.  I  faid,  I  could 
not  imagine  any  reafon  why  Stone  fliould 
be  indifpofed  towards  me.  He  cried,  in- 
difpofed  !  very  much  the  contrary  ^  hede- 
fircs  it  greatly,  and  fo  do  all  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle's  friends.  'I  replied,  if  it  ended 
otherwife,  it  would  be  the  moft  fcandalous 
trjfhfaftion  that  ever  appeared  to  the  world, 
and  appear  it  mull.  He  faid,  it  could  not 
end  ill — he  looked  upon  it  as  done,  for  he 
defired  me  to  obferve,  that  the  Duke  did 
not  hold  up  the  King  at  all,  or  fo  much  as 
infinuate  that  he  apprehended  any  difficulty 
from  his  Majefty.  I  beg'd  Lord  Dupplin 
to  prefs  the  Duke  to  make  an  end  of  it,  be- 
fore I  went  into  the  Weft,  and  that  1  would 

^ait 
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wait  on  him  before  I  fat  out,  and  earneftly    1754* 
requefted  that  it  might  be  entirely  fettled.   July  2. 

I  went^to  the  Dukeof  Newcaftle's.  Af-  i8- 
ter  his  Grace  had  talked  indecifively  about 
Bridgewater,  of  which  I  gave  him  the  hear-^ 
ing,  I  defired  to  know  pofitively,  what  I 
was  to  expedt :  he  replied,  and  told  me, 
that  he  had  laid  all  my  fervices  before  th^ 
King  in  the  fullefl  manner,  but  it  did  not 
fatisfy  him  ;  that  his  Majefty  endeayQure4 
to  leifen  my  credit  at  Weymouth — that  the 
Puke  replied,  that  he  thought  his  Majefty 
himfelf  had  told  him,  that  the  borough 
Was  put  into  my  hands,  at  the  renewal  of 
pf  the  charter,  on  condition  of  his  naming 
two  members  for  that  time  only,  The 
King  could  not  deny  it ;  but  upon  the 
whole,  he  would  not  receive  me  to  any 
piark  of  his  favour,  I  faid,  that,  as  it 
was  fo,  I  received  his  Majefty's  difpleafure 
with  that  refpedt  and  refignatiop,  which 
became  me  towards  my  Sovereign  :  that, 
.after  fuch  offers  received,  and  fuffered  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  at  the  expence  of 
pearly  4000/.  I  did  not  bfelieve  fuch  a  conr 

*  clufion 
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*754-  clufion  had  ever  happened :  but  1  fubmit- 
JttJy  18.  ted,  and  muft  ad:  as  opportunity  and  acci- 
dents fliould  diredt.  The  Duke  exprefled 
much  forrow;  protefted  the  fihcerity  of 
his  endeavours,  and  faid,  that  what  would 
not  do  one  day  might  do  another.  I  replied, 
that  I  could  not  judge  of  that ;  but  if  he 
imagined,  that  I  would  remain  poflulating 
among  the  common  herd  of  fuitors,  and 
cxpofe  myfelf  to  fufFer  twenty  unwor- 
thy preferences  more,  to  get,  perhaps,  no- 
thing at  laft,  certainly  nothing  that  I  wanted^ 
•—it  was  impoflible ;  I  would  as  foon  wear 
a  livery,  and  ride  behind  a  coach  in  the 
ftreets.  I  repeated  thefe  words  again  in  the 
courfe  of  the  converfation.  We  parted  very 
civilly, 

19.  I  called  on  the  Attorney  General,  and 

told  him  what  had  paffed,  and  defired  him 
to  be  a  witnefs,  that  I  looked  upon  myfelf, 
as  free  from  all  engagements,  after  fuch  a. 
return ;  and  I  expeded  to  have  no  hints 
thrown  out  of  breach  of  faith,  &c.  what- 
foever  party  I  might  take.  He*  replied, 
that  I  was  undoubtedly  free,  but  he  could 

not 
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not  believe,  it  would  end  fo.  He  proteftcd,  1754* 
he  was  fure  that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  July  19. 
had  reprcfented  every  thing  in  the  moft 
favourable  manner,  though  he  fliould  not 
wonder,  if  I  did  not  believe  it.  I  faid, 
that,  all  things  confidered,  it  was  pretty- 
hard  to  believe  it.  He  replied,  he  agreed  to 
that,  and  if  they,  on  their  fide,  did  not  return 
to  the  charge,  till  they  carried  their  point, 
he  would  believe  fo  too :  they  muft  do  it,  &c. 
which  was  very  civil  and  infignificant. 

I  went  to  Eaftbury.  a6. 

Returned  to  Hammerfmith.  Sept.  25. 

I  called  upon  Lord  HilKborough,  and  oa.  8. 
had  much  free  talk  with  him.  Nobody 
in  office  fatisfied,  or  would  aft  beyond 
their  particular  department.  Nobody  im- 
powered,  or  that  would  take  the  lead. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  feen  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
for  an  hour,  and  returned  to  Bath.  The 
Duke  would  have  entered  with  him  into 
the  American  expedition,  to  diflodge  the 
French  from  the  Ohio :  Mr,  Pitt  faid,^^«r 

GracCy 
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1754,    GracCy  I  fuppofe,  knows  I  have  no  Capacity 
oa.  8.  for  thefc  things^   (being  diflatisfied  that  he 
was  not  made  Secretary  of  State)  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  defire  to  be  informed  about 
them.     He  is  likely  to  refign,  but  not  to 
go  into  oppofition.      Fox  and  Pitt  are  fb 
far  agreed,  that  they  are  willing,  that  the 
firft  {hould  be  at  the  head  of  the  I'reafury, 
•  and  the  other  Secretary  of  State;  but  nei- 
ther will  affift  the  other.     I  afked,  if  that 
was  not  a  virtual  union.  Lord  Hillfborough 
replied,  'twas  near  it :  Mr.  Pelham  had  the 
addrefs  to  play  the  one  againft  the  other; 
but  the  Duke  had  not.     He  had  had  fome 
talk  with  the  Duke  about  this,  who  told 
him,  all  would  go  well,  let  them  do  the 
diity  of  their  offices*     The  Duke  faid,  he 
had  informed  the  King,  that  he  had  not 
much  to  expeft  from  his  firft  rank  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  (meaning  Fox,  Pitt, 
Legge,  Grenville)   but  that  \\t  had  an  ex- 
cellent fecond  rank  (meaning  him  (Hillf- 
borough,) Harrington,  Dupplin,  Nugent, 
Charles  Townfhend,  &c.)  That  Weft,  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treafury,  had  been  with  him, 
and  exprefied  his  opinion  that  they  could 

not 
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not   go    on :     that  he  faw  many   of  the   i754- 
city,  and  it  was  an  unanimous  opinion  they  oa.  8. 
could  not — that  opinion,  however  founded, 
was  of  great  weight :  that  he  had  told,  this 
to  the  Duke,  who  faid,  you  know  nothing 
of  the  matter,  all  will  go  well.    The  King 
does  not  fpeak  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet ;  yet, 
it  is  poffible,  he  may  go  again  to  Ireland.  ^    * 
The  Duke  of  Grafton  wiihes  to  fend  his 
fon  in  law,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  thither. 
All  this  is  aftonifhing  ! — 

From  05t.  lo,  1754,  to  April  22,  17 S 5^ 
the  Diary  feems  to  have  been  dif continued. 


I  pafled  the  evening  at  Leicefter  Houfe.  1755* 
The  Princefs  was  clear,  that  the  Duke  of  May  7. 
Newcaftle  could  not  ftand  as  things  were. 
She  defired  it  might  beunderftood,  that  her 
houfe  had  no  communication  with  New- 
caftle Houfe;  but  not  that  fhe  faid  it,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  told  at  St.  James's,  at 
which  place  fhe  defired  to  avoid  all  difputes. 

Mr.  Pitt  came  to  Lord  Hillfborough's,      9. 
where  was  Mr.  Fox,  who  ftepping  afide, 

and 
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1755-    and  Mr.  Pitt  thinking  he  was  gone,  the 
May  9'  latter  declared  ,to  Lord  Hillfborough,  that 
all  conned:ion  between  him  and  Mr.  Fox 
was. over — that  the  ground  was  altered^^ 
that  ^ox  was  of  the  Cabinet  and  Regent, 
and  he  was  left  expofed,  &c. — that  he  would 
h€fecond  to  nobody,  &c.  Mr.  Fox  rejoining 
•       the  company,  Mr.  Pitt,  being  heated,  faid 
^  the  fame  and  more  to  him  -,  that  if  Fox 
fucceeded,  and  fo  made  way  for  him,  he 
would  not  accept  the  feals  of  Secretary  . 
from  him,  for  that  would  be  owning  an 
obligation  and  fuperiority,  which  he  would 
never  ackowledge :  he  would  owe  nothing 
but  to  himfelf ;— with  much  more  in  very 
high  language,  and  very  flrange  difcourfe. 
Mr.  Fox  afkcd  him,  what  would  put  them 
upon  the  fame  ground ;  to  which  Pitt  re- 
plied, a  winter  in  the  Cabinet  and  a  fum- 
mer's  Regency.  ' 

io.  Pitt  talked  the  fame  over  again  to  Lord 

Hillfborough,  who  endeavoured  to  foften 
matters,  but  Pitt  was  unalterable,  and  de- 
fired  Lord  Hillfborough,  as  a  friend,  to 
take  an  opportunity  of  telling  Mr.  Fox, 

that 
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that  he  wiflied  there  might  be  no  farther   1755. 
converfation  between  them  on  the  fubjed: ;  May  io» 
that  he  efteemed  Mr.  Fox,  but  that  all  con- 
nedion  with  him  was  at  an  end. 

ft:^  In  1 74 1  the  King  was  at  Hanover,  ^nd 
the  French  marched  42,000  men  into  Weft *- 
phalia.  Buffy  was  fent  with  a  convention 
of  neutrality  for  Italy,  which  Was  figned 
in  Septertiber  1741 — the  confequence  was, 
that  15,000  Spaniards  pafled  under  Had- 
dock's nofe.  If  the  fame  (hould  now  hap- 
pen, and  a  neutrality  for  both  Indies  be 
demanded  ? 

Notwithftanding  what  had  pafled  at  15. 
Lord  Hillfborough's,  Meflrs.  Fox  aqd  Pitt 
have  had  another  conference,  not  fo  alien-- 
ating,  but  not  fatisfadlory.  I  have  feert 
neither,  and  fo  do  not  know  the  particu- 
lars. 

I  was  with  the  Princefs>  by  her  order  i      27. 
we  had  much  converfation,  both    in  the 
morning  and  evening,  in  which,  I  think, 
all  was  faid  that  my  memory  could  fuggeft 

Y  to         ' 
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1755-    to  me  upon  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  affairs — the 
May  27.  weakncfs,  meannefs^  cowardice,  and  bafe- 
ncfs   of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle — to  all 
which  fhe  ecchoed  in  the  ftrongeft  terms — 
the  impoflibility  of  his  ftanding  without  a 
new  fyftem — of  this  too,  fhe  declared,  fhe 
was  fully,  convinced,  and  that  fhe  was  fo 
perfuaded  of  his  falfenefs  and  low  cunning, 
that  if  fhe  defigned  to   go  into  the  next 
room,  fhe  would  not  trufl:  him  with  it,  if 
fhe  meant  it  fhould  not  be  known.     I  laid 
before  her  the  neceffity  of  a  new  fyflem, 
for  that  I  found  poople  would  not  bear  the 
prefent :  that  I  believed  no  new  one  was 
formed,  but  that  I  faw  there  was  fuch  a 
difpofition,  as  mufl:  end  in  one,  of  fome  fort 
or  another :  that   what   retarded  it  moA 
was,  that  people  were  guefSng  at  ber^  and 
were  tender  of  pufhing  any  thing  that  fhe 
might  be  difobliged  by,  and  refent  another 
day  :    that  I  myfelf  had  entered  into  no 
engagements  with  any  body,  and  was  not 
fond  of  doing  it,  but  that  I  was  upon  fuch 
a  foot  with  the  mofl  efficient,  that   they 
Would  fcarcely   come  to  any  fixed  plan, 
without  acquainting  me  with  it :    that  I 

thought 
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thought  It  abfolutely  neceffary  to  attempt  i7SS- 
a  fettlemcnt,  not  only  for  the  prefent,  ,but  May  27. 
which  might,  with  fmall  alterations,  laft, 
when  a  certain  event  took  place ;  for  it 
would  be  a  melancholy  thing,  if  under  a 
young  King  and  the  preflure  of  a  war,  when 
efficiency  and  immediate  acflion  was  re- 
quired, inftead  of  confulting  w^/?/  was  to 
be  done,  we  mull:  be  ftruggling  who  fhould 
do  it :  that,  therefore,  it  was  to  be  wifhed, 
that  fome  fyftem,  fo  mixed  as  not  to  be 
difagreeable  to  her,  fhould  be  conveyed  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  with  intimation 
that,  if  he  would  embrace  it,  he  might  not 
only  be  fupported  now,  but  find  protection 
another  day :  if  he  refufed  it,  he  muft  be 
left  to  his  enemies,  and  expedl  no  fupport 
cither  now,  or  then :  that  n>y  meaning  was, 
to  lead  the  King  into  it,  without  his  know- 
ing it,,  and  make  him  confent  under  the 
idea  of  making  his  own  affairs  eafy,  and 
that  he  fhould  not  know  from  whence  it 
arofe,  or  the  extent  of  it :  that  I  wifhed  to 
avoid  all  difluirbances ;  and  it  was  that,  and 
that  alone,  which  made  me  think  of  any 
thing,  that  was  to  continue  fuch  a  crea- 
Y  2  ture 
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I7S5-    tu^^  ^s  the  Duke  of  Newcaftlc  at  the  head 
May  27.  of  affairs,  even  for  an  hour,  either  now  or 
then.    She  fignified  her  entire  approbation 
of  all  I  had  faid,  by  feveral  fhort  interrup- 
tions, and  then  faid,  that  fhe  was,  and  long 
had  been  much  afFed:cd  with  the  melan- 
choly profpeft  of  her  own  and  her  fon's 
affairs :  that  fuch  a  fettlement,  as  I  men- 
tioned, was  doubtlefs  much  to  be  defired, 
but  how  was  it  to  be  obtained  ?  there  were 
a  hundred  good  reafons  that  tied  her  hands 
from  interfering  with  the  King ;    thofe  of 
her  children  were  obvious  enough  ;  and  if 
fhe  was  to  ftir,  it  would  make  things  worfe; 
fhe  faw  no  way  to  extricate  herfelf.     I  re- 
plied, that  the  cafe  was  extremely  delicate: 
that  whenever  I  thought  of  it,   I  laid  it 
down,  that  fome thing  mufl  be  done,    and 
yet,  that  fhe  mufl  neither  be  feen  nor  heard 
in  it :  that,  upon  fo  delicate  a  foundation, 
fuch  a  fort  of  confidence  was  required   to 
ad:,  that  was  above  my  capacity,  and  fuch 
a  one  that  I  did  not  afpire  to :  that  I  thought 
men  were  wanting :    that,  I  was  fatisfied, 
the  nation  had,  flill,  great  refources,  and 
that  even  parts  were  not  wanting,  but  cha- 

ra<Stcr 
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rafter  and  experience  in  bufinefs  was :  that  '755- 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  had  the  ball  at  his  May  27  • 
foot,  when  his  brother  died,  and  he  might 
have  made  a  lafting  and  advantageous  fettle- 
ment  for  himfelf  and  the  country,  but  he 
had  not  endeavoured  to  oblige  one  efficient 
man,  befides  his  known  enemies:  that 
there  was  no  violence,  no  oppreffion,  no 
particular  complaint,  and  yet  the  nation 
was  finking  by  degrees,  and  there  was  a 
general  indifpofition  proceeding  from  the 
weaknefs  and  worthleflhefs  of  the  minifter, 
who  would  embrace  every  thing,  and  was 
fit  for  nothing.  She  anfwered,  that  fhe 
was  glad  to  hear  me  fay  that  the  nation  had 
ftill  great  refources — for  people  told  her  it 
was  undone — but  fhe  did  not  think  fo,  yet, 
if  there  were  both  refources  arid  parts  too, 
and  they  could  not  both  be  exerted,  what 
would  they  avail  ?  She  faw,  and  much  la- 
mented the  confuming  ftate  of  the  nation, 
which  I  mentioned :  it  was  of  infinite 
confequence  how  a  young  reign  began,  and 
it  made  her  very  uneafy.  -She  was  highly 
fenfible  how  neceflary  it  was,  that  the 
Prince  fhould  keep  company  with  men : 
Y  3  (he 
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1 755-    flic  well  knew  that  women  could  not  in- 
May  ^7.  form  him,  but  if  it  was  in  her  power  ab- 
folutely,  to  whom  could  fhe  addrefs  him  ? 
What  company  could  (he  wifh  him  to  keep  ? 
What  friendfhips  defire  he  fhould  contract  ?  ; 
Such  was  the  univerfal  profligacy,  fuch  the  • 
charadler  and  condud:  of  the  young  people 
of  diftindion,  that  fhe  was  really  afraid  to  ; 
have  them  near  her  children.     She  fhould 
(even  be  in  more  pain  for  her  daughters, 
than  for  her  fons,  if  they  were  private  per- 
fons,  for  the  behaviour  of  the  women  was 
indecent,  low,  and  much  againft  their  own 
intereil,  by   making   themfelves  fo    very 
cheap.  This  and  much  more  (with  no  very 
high  opinion  of  the  King)   took  up  above 
two  hours.    About  fix,  after  drinking  cof- 
fee with  Lady  Charlotte  Edwin,  we  were 
fent  for  to  walk.     The  ceremony  of  the 
day  feemed  to  be,  to  leave  the  Princefs   to 
me,  for  the  young  Princefles  and  the  com* 
pany  always  kept  before,    or   behind    us. 
Having  made  the  tour  of  the  ground,   and 
being  fhewn  the  improvements,   fhe  pro- 
pofed  going  into  the  King's  gardens :.  there, 
fhe  again  renewed  the  fame  fubjedls  s  we 

talked 


talked  of  feveral  private  charafters ;  the  i/ss* 
general  indifpofition ;  the  danger  of  the  May  27, 
war ;  and  then  of  the  inability  of  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  her  diflike  and  contempt  of 
him;  the  impoffibility  of  his  ftanding,  as 
as  he  was  now  circumftanced.  Something 
ihould  be  thought  of,  and  foon — the  fum- 
mer  was  the  time,  the  winter  was  not  fo 
proper  for  concerting  meafures.  I  replied 
that,  indeed,  in  fummer  people's  fteps 
were  not  fo  much  obferved,  and,  particu-^ 
larly,  in  this  fummer,  as  the  King  was 
abroad.  She  again  expreffed  her  aftonifh* 
ment  at  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's  condud:, 
and  faid,  ihe  could  not  conceive  who  were, 
really  and  truly,  the  perfons  whofe  advice 
he  chiefly  depended  upon.  I  replied,  J 
had  never  heard  of  any  body,  but  thofe 
whom  publick  fame  had  made  notorious^ 
who  were  Meffrs.  Murray  and  Stone.  She 
faid,  if  it  was  fo,  they  were  very  bad  poli-. 
ticians,  unlefs  it  was  true,  that  they  were 
at  bottom  the  Jacobites,  they  were  fo 
ftrongly  reprefented  to  be,  and  gave  their 
advice  to  carry  on  the  confuming  fyftem. 
I  faid,  it  was  impoflible ;  for  their  under- 
Y  4  ftanding. 
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J  755-  ftanding,  their  aftions,  and,  above  all,  their 
May  27.  intereft  made  it  fo.  She  anfwered,  that 
nobody  but  God  could  judge  of  the  heart, 
and  that,  for  her  part,  flie  did  not  give  any 
credit  to  thofe  reports  :  fhe  fpoke  in  favour 
of  Murray's  abilities ;  but  nothing,  one 
way  or  the  other,  of  Stone,  She  men^. 
tioned  two  things,  which  were  remarkable 
from  the  inferences  :  the  firft,  talking  of 
what  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  ought  to  do; 
but  then,  fays  fhe,  he  will  fay,  the/^r/y  will 
not  come  into  it ;  the  party,  this ;  and  the 
party,  that :  but  I  could  nqver  underftand 
what  the  party  was ;  I  have  endeavoured  to 
learn,  and  I  could,  never  find,  that  the  party 
was  any  thing  elfe,  but  the  Duke  of  De-r 
yopihire,  and  his  fon,  arid  old  Horace  Wal- 
pole,  The  Duke  of  Devonfhire  was  the 
caufe  of  the  Duke  qf  Cumberland's  being 
in  the  Regency  this  time,  and  he  infifted 
upon  his  being  left  fole  Regent,  at  a  meet- 
ing, where  were  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
Lord  Waldegraye,  and  old  HoraceWalpole. 
The  fecond  was,  on  my  commending  the 
J^rmce's  figure,    and  faying  he  was  much 

taller 
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taller  than  the  King,  {he  replied,  yes,  he  J755. 
was  taller  than  his  uncle.  I  faid,  in  height  May  27. 
it  might  be  fo,  but  if  they  meafured  round, 
the  Duke  had  the  advantage  of  him.  She 
anfwered,  it  was  true,  but  (he  hoped  it  was 
the  only  advantage  that  he,  ever,  would 
have  of  him. 

In  the  half  hour  between  her  Royal 
Highnefs's  dreffing  and  dinner,  Mr. 
Creflet  did  me  the  favour  to  come  to  me, 
and  to  my  very  great  furprife,  entered,  at 
once,  into  the  wretched  management  and  \ 
inabilities  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  :  he  « 
repeated  what  the  Princefs  had  before  faid, 
and  added,  the  monftrous  expence  of  the 
prefent  armament,  and  yet  infufficient ;  it 
was  well  made  by  tbofe  who  had  it  in 
charge,  when  they  were  permitted  to  adt ; 
but  it  was  infinitely  blameable  in  the  Mi- 
nifter,  who  delayed  that  permiflion  fo  long, 
^nd  thereby  occafioned  this  vaft,  unnecef- 
fary  es;pence  in  arming.  Why  not  be  pre- 
pared, or  at  leaft  forward  in  your  prepara- 
tions, in  the  autumn  ?  Then  every  thing 
might  have  been  done  completely,  and  at 

the 
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1755.  the  ufual  expence.  It  was  impoffible  to 
May  z;.  Hand  as  it  was— for  the  fame  would  happen, 
when  the  war  came  upon  the  Continent  in 
Europe — Hanover  muft  be  proted:ed,  but 
it  would  be  in  the  fame  way ;  a  number 
of  expenfive,  ufelefs  engagements  entered 
into  in  a  hurry,  too  great  for  the  country 
to  bear,  and  yet,  by  that  hurry,  inefFedual 
to  the  end,  which  might  be  attained  by  a 
reafonable  plan  and  upon  reafonable  terms. 
Juft  fo,  was  the  laft  war,  ruinous  in  the 
expence,  and  unfuccefsful  in  the  end,  for 
want  of  confideration  and  a  reafonable  plan 
at  the  beginning.  But  it  was  eafily  fcen, 
that  a//  was  going  one  way :  that  it  was  a 
fad  profpedt  for  thofe  who  wifhed  well  to 
the  Prince :  that  the  poor  Princefs  was 
very  uneafy  about  it. 

^  All  this  is  fo;  and  it  is  as  certain,  that 
the  Duke  is  full  as  much  indifpofed  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  as  the  Princefs ;  and 
the  amount  of  all  will  ht-^Nathing, 

The  King,  the  Princefs,  the  Duke,  and 
the  chief  people  in  employment ;  all,  ex- 
cept 
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cept  the  King;  all  avowedly  liate  and  def-  1755.- 
pife  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle.  The  King  May  27. 
delegates  his  power  to  him.  The  Princefs 
and  the  Duke,  (from  trifling  diflikes  in  my 
opinion)  and  the  principal  people  in  em- 
ployment, from  this  ftrange  fituation  of 
the  Royal  family,  and  from  great  unwil- 
lingnefs  to  venture  their  emoluments,  can- 
not unite  in  bringing  about  th^  Jingle  thing 
in  which,  perhaps,  they  all  agree.  Is  not 
this  political  prodigy  a  furer  prognoftick 
of  the  fall  of  a  ftate,  than  a  comet  ? 

During  a  vifit  at  Horton  for  two  days,  29. 
I  had  much  converfation  with  Lord  Halli- 
fax.  We  entirely  agreed  in  the  infufficiency, 
falfenefs,  and  meannefs  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle's  adminiftration  :  and  we  much 
lamented  the  imminent  ncceflity  of  the 
contrary  condudt,  in  the  prefent  dangerous 
ftate  of  our  country.  The  remedy  we  could 
not  find,  though  we  agreed  that  neither 
the  Duke  nor  the  country  could  go  on, 
without  other  management  or  other  hands. 
I  advifed  his  Lordfhip  to  think  of  it  fe-  • 
rioufly.     He  faid,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 

was 
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>7S5-  was  his  near  relation ;  he  wiflied  him  well. 
May  29.  had  ferved  him  honeftly,  had  afferted  the 
rights  of  his  own  office,  but  had  entered 
into  no  cabals  againft  him:  that  the  Duke 
had  fometimes  ufed  him  kindly,  andfome- 
times,  otherwife  ;  had  fometimes  obliged 
him,  and,  fometimes,  granted  in  /uch  a 
manner  not  to  oblige:  that  he  had  frankly 
told  his  Grace  all  this,  and  had  preffed 
upon  him,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  pro- 
ceed with  thefe  hands,  obliged  as  he  might 
think  them  ;  but  difobliged,  as  they  them- 
felves  thought,  or,  at  leaft,  profeiTed  to 
think  :  that  he  would  prefs  him  again, 
though  without  hopes  of  fuccefs.  Lord 
Hallifax  owned,  he  faw  nothing  to  help 
the  Duke,  but  my  friends,  Talbot  and 
Dafhwood,  and  me.  I  faid,  that  I  did  not 
know  how  he  could  gain  us,  unlefs  he 
could  (hew  us  a  real  intention  to  extricate 
this  country  from  the  diftrefs,  he  himfelf 
*had  fo  much  contributed  to  bring  upon  it; 
and  then,  that  he  (Hallifax)  fhould  have 
the  feals,  with  fufficient  authority  to  carry 
thofe  intentions  into  execution,  or  elfe, 
that  he  would  engage  with  us  to  force  his 

Grace 
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Grace  to  a  compliance.     He  then  added,    i75S* 
that  he  had  reprefented  the  ufage  he  had  ^^ay  29. 
met  with,  to  the  Duke,  both  as  his  near 
relation  and  his  friend — The    unworthy- 
preferences — Lord  Holdernefs,    incapable 
— then,  Mr.  Fox — then.  Sir  Thomas  Ro- 
binfon,  every  way  moft  unfit — his  making 
Mr.  Fox  of  the  Cabinet,  which  he  before 
had  refufed  him,  under  pretence  that  the 
King  would  not  confent  to  it — his  allow- 
ing Mr.  Pitt's  claim  to  the  feals  of  Secre- 
tary, by  making   excufes,  and    laying  it 
wholly  upon   the  King's  diflike — his  ex- 
preiling  much  alienation  to  Meflrs.  Pitt, 
Fox,  and  the  Grenvilles,  on  account  of  the 
arrogance  of  the  firft,  and  of  the  falfenefs 
and  cunning  of  the  fecond,  who  would 
deceive  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  by  pretend- 
ing to  be  his  friend.    I  faid,  that  the  Duke 
would  deceive  himfelf,  fpr  Mr.  Fox  did 
not  pretend  to  do  it,  and  would.be  forry  to 
have  it  thought  fo,  as  he  had  declared,  he 
neither  had,    nor  would  have  any  obliga- 
tion   to   him.     But  that  it  behoved  him 
(Hallifax)  not  to  acquiefce  under  the  pre- 
tcnfions  of  either;  for,  by  that  means,  they 

would 
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I7SS-  would  become  realities  againft  him,  and. 
May  29.  in  cafe  of  any  alterations  (which  appeared 
unavoidable)  they  would  acquire  a  foun- 
dation, if  not  fuccefs.  He  faid,  that,  un- 
lefs  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  made  a  new 
iyftem,  he  could  not  go  on ;  but  if  thofe 
Ihould  fucceed,  it  would  be  a  very  flimfy 
and  fhort  adminiftration,  for  neither  the 
nation,  nor  the  people  of  quality  would 
confide  in  cither  of  them.  Lord  Hallifax 
added,  that  he  had  felt  the  danger  of  fuf- 
fering  thofe  groundlefs  pretenfions  to  be 
eftablifhed,  but  knew  not  how  to  prevent 
them — and  therefore  he  had  told  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  that,  fince  he  faw  his  Grace 
would  not  truft  him  in  bufinefs,  and  was 
continually  putting  people  before  him,  he 
expefted  fome  mark  of  diftinftion,  and  de- 
manded the  Garter :  that  the  Duke  boggled 
at  it,  and  faid  Lord  Carlifle  was  to  have  it: 
that  Lord  Northumberland  infifted  upon 
it :  that  he  would  do  his  beft,  but  that  he 
(Hallifax)  had  no  friend  at  Court  but  him- 
felf.  To  which  Lord  Hallifax  replied,  Ke 
did  not  know  what  his  Grace  meant  by 
that — that,  indeed,  he  never  thought  it 

necef- 
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neceffary  to  apply  to  whores  and  knaves ;     1755. 
but,  in  fhort,  he  muft  have  it,  or  quit  his  May  29. 
office — he  did  not  care  it  fhould  appear  to 
be  done  in  a  pique  for  both    their  fakes, 
and  therefore  defired  the  Duke  vvrould  pro- 
pofe  it,  and  infift  upon  it,   to  the  King ; 
and   if  his  Majefty  abfolutely  refufed  it, 
that  the  Duke,  upon  honour,  would  tell 
him  fo,  and  he  would  then  take  a  proper 
time  to  quit  the  fervice,  which  would  pre- 
vent its  appearing  to  the  world,  that  the 
Duke  had  not  the  power  of  a  Miniller,  or 
that  he  himfelf  had  laid  down  out  of  re- 
fen  tment.     The  Duke  faid,  he  would  not 
for  the  world  draw  fuch  a  thing  upon  his 
Majefty,  but  that  he  would  do  his  beft  to 
fcrve  him.    I  faid,  I  wifhed  he  had  put  his 
weight  rather  upon  a  fhare  of  government,    , 
and  a  power  to  ferve  his  country  at   this 
exigence.     He  replied,  it  was  nothing;  he 
was  perfuaded  that  the  Duke  had  never 
mentioned  it  to  the  King.     He  teftified 
much  kindnefs  and  proteftations  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  defires  to  unite  and  aft  with  mc 
and  mine.   He  alfo  obfervcd,  that  the  Duke 
trufted  the  Chancellor  no  more  than  him, 

and 
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1755-     and  fufFered  difference  of  opinion  from  him 
May  zg.   as  impatiently. 

30-  I  had  a  long  converfation  with  Lord 
Temple,  who  took  great  pains  to  perfuade 
me,  that  they  were  all  very  well  fatisfied 
with  Mr.  Fox ;  though  to  jealous  minds 
there  might  be  pretence  for  fufpicion,  from 
the  appearances  and  the  confequences  of 
their  different  condu<ft :  they  are  defperate 
with  the  King,  aijid  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  get  polTeffion,  either  of  Leicefler  Houfe 
or  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

June  29  .  Mr.  Fox  fpent  the  morning  with  me. 
We  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  to  no  purpofe.^ 
None  of  them  dare  come  to  any  refolution. 
He  was  afTured  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 
that  Stone  was  not  well  with  the  Princefs. 
He  heard  by  Wefl,  that  the  Duke  of  New- 
caflle,  upon  Wefl's  preffing  him  to  make 
up  with  him  (Fox),  faid,  that  Stone  was 
always  advifing  the  fame  thing,  and  had 
loft  himfelf  at  his  own  court  on  that  ac- 
count. He  faid,  that  the  Diike  was  with 
the  Princefs  on  the  2 2d  inftant,  and  pro- 

pofed 
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pofed  to  her,  taking  the  Prince  with  him  1755* 
to  Portfmouth ;  which  fhe  approved  of,  and  J«°c  zg. 
defired  him  to  aik  the  Rrince  himfelf — he 
did  fo,  and  the  Prince  agreed  to  it,  but  not 
with  fo  much  eagernefs  as  might  be  ex- 
pedted*  On  Monday,  Lord  Waldegrave 
fent  Vv^ord  he  would  wait  on  the  Duke  to 
fettle  the  journey  on  Tuefday  morning ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Princefs  had 
altered  her  opinion  and  fent  to  put  it.  oft,  » 

on  pretence  it  might  give  umbrage  to  the 
King,  Fox  refines  and  is  much  diffatisfied 
with  this  tranfadtion  :  the  Duke  does  not, 
and  fays  it  is  only  from  a  refolution  fhe 
has  taken,  not  to  be  accountable  for  any 
thing  with  his  Majefty.  But  Fox  is  very 
uneafy,  and  very  folicitous  to  unite  the 
Duke  and  the  Princefs,  which  is  the  only 
fure  ground  ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  exceed-* 
ingly  difficult,  if  not  impoffible  to  effed:: 

Lord  Hallifax  told  me,  that  the  Duke  of  July  16. 
Newcaftle  had  mentioned  his  refolution  of 
coming  to  fome  fettlement :  that  Mr.  Pitt 
did  not  abfolutely  infift  upon  being  Secre- 
tary; but  that  there  was  a  great  unwilling- 
Z  nefs 
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>7SS-    ncfs  to  fpcak  out:  that  he  (Hallifax) 
July  16.  not  wonder  at  it.     If  the  Duke  was  nol 
carneft,  why  did  he  fend  him  fuch  polil 
terms  or  defire   a  conference  ?    Could 
think,  that  Pitt  would  open  himfelfupc 
hints,  and   to  fuch  a  me/Icnger  as  M 
Yorke  ?  That  the  Duke,  in  a  /brmer  con 
ference,  had  exprefled  himielf,  ^*  howmucl 
concern  it  gave  him,  that  I  fhould  maif/ 
fpcech  againft  him — his  refbJution  to  make 
up  with  me — enquiries  when  I  'went  into 
Dorfetfhire,  and  that,  in  this  conferej]i? 
he  cried  out  of  himfelf,  we  mu/l  have  DoJ-l 
dington."  Thus  far  Lord  Hallifax — ^ndm 
render  intelligible  what  follows,  and  niuf- 
follow,  with  relation  to  Mr.  Pitt,  Iwil| 
throw  out  what  I  know  of  his  fituzm ' 
all  together.     His  extraordinary  converfi- 
tion  with  Mr.  Fox,  at  Lord  Hilliborough'^p  j 
may  be  {ten  under  May  9  th.     The  otk  j 
conference    at    Holland    Houfe,    thou^?li 
fomewhat  more  courtly,  was  not  more  li- 
tisfadtory,  and  has  never  been  rcnemi 
It  feems  that,  a  little  before  the  King  went 
to  Hanover,    old  Horace  Walpole,  eitkr 
officioufly,  or  being  fent,    tried  tobrM 
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Mr.  Pitt  into  temper,  with  hints  that  the   i755* 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  defired  it,  and  would  July  i6. 
have  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  ferve 
him  according  to  his  wifhes,  and  therefore 
he  muft  not  be  (inflexible,   &c*     Pitt  re- 
plied, he  was  not,  and  did  not  infift  upon 
the  feals  now,  but  w6uld  be  contented,  as 
a  proof  of  the  Duke's  fincerity,  if  he  would 
take  off  all  marks   of  profcription,    that 
the  King  fliould  agree  that,  when  any  va- 
cancy happened,  he  fliould  have  the  feals, 
and  fliould,  in   the  mean  (ime,  treat  him 
upon  that  foot.     In  this  way,  he  would 
pot  defire  any  vacancy  fliould  be  made  for 
him.   Old  Horace  feemed  to  give  into  this; 
and  here,  let  me  infert,  that  Fox  had  heard 
from  Lord  Hartington,  who  wias  informed 
by  old  Horace  himfelf,  that  the  l>uke  of 
Newcaillc  was  very  angry  with  Horace, 
for  having  advanced  fo  far,  and  faid,   he 
had  go^ie  farther  than  his  commiflion,  or 
than  the  Duke  could  go,  if  he  would,  or 
yvould   go,  if  he  could.     Then  came  on 
thefe  extraordinary  conferences,  which,  I 
::onfefs,  I  do  not  yet  underftand.     I  know 
Mr.  Fox  imputes  it  to  a  defign  of  Pitt, 

Z    2  to 
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^755-  to  fix  liimfelf  with  the  Princefs,  and  that, 
July  26.  in  prder  to  do  it,  it  became  neceflary  to  de- 
clare off  with  him,  as  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland's man.  But  I  do  not  think  fo ;  it 
is  too  refined  for  me,  as  nobody  but  Crcf- 
fet  (if  he  is)  is  in  a  fettled  confidence  of 
meafures  with  the  Princefs,  and  fo  I  told 
him. 

In  this  ftate  then,  I  fuppofe,  Mr.  Yorke 
found  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  appeared  fo  cold, 
as  the  Duke  reprefented  him  to  Lord  Hal- 
lifax,  when  he  founded  him  by  his  Grace's 
order.  But  the  real  c^erture  and  anfwer  was, 
as  Mr.  James  Grenville  told  me,  from  Mr. 
Pitt  in  eiFedt,  (though  not  avowedly)  great 
afTurances  of  friendfhip  and  aiFeftion—- re- 
folution  to  bring  about  every  thing  he 
wiihed,  as  foon  as  pofTible— defirous  that 
they  might  talk  together,  and  they  fhould 
foon  agree,  &c. — this  was  not  by  pofitive 
mefTage,  but  by  infinuation.  Theknfwer 
was,  that  as  to  friendfhip  and  confidence, 
that  was  entirely  over;  it  was  lofs  of  time 
to  talk  anymore  in  that  ftyle  :  that  if  even 
thofe  aflTurances  were  to   be  carried  into 

execu- 
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execution  and  were  realities,  it  was  a  doubt  i75i- 
whether  they  would  be  accepted  :  that  he  July  26. 
would  not  take,  nor  hold  any  thing  as  a 
favour  froni  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  nor 
ever  will  owe  him  any  obligation  :  that 
therefore  he  faw  no  ufe  in  meetings  or  con- 
ferences. But  if  the  Duke  was  really  in 
carneft,  and  meant  any  thing,  why  did  he 
not  propofe  plainly  the  three  things— -What 
was  the  work  he  expefted  to  be  done  ? 
Who  were  the  gentlemen  he  propofed  to 
•do  it  ?  And  in  what  ftations  he  defigned 
them  to  ad:  ?  When  he,  Pitt,  was  clearly 
informed  of  thofe  three  points,  he  fhould 
be  able  to  give  an  anfwer,  after  he  had  con- 
fulted  his  friends,  gentlemen  of  honour 
and  efficiency,  whether  it  was  to  be  under* 
taken  or  not,  and  upon  what  terms, 

I  dined  with  the  Duke  of  Argyll  at  Mr.  21 
Fox's.  When  the  company  was  gone. 
Fox  told  me,  he  was  fure  that  Mr.  Pitt 
had  made  up  with  the  Princefs,  and  had  it 
in  view,  when  he  declared  off  with  him  : 
that  he  had  long  cultivated  (above  fix 
months)  an  acquaintance  with  one,  no  way 
Z  3  con- 
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I755*  the  fleet,  till  he  was  fully  informed  of  three 
July  21.  particular  things,  which  he  (Fox)  faid  he 
had  forgotten,  but  they  were  trifles  :  that 
thofe  trifles  were  anfwered,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  humbly  advifed  to  leave  the  di- 
rection of  the  fleet  to  their  difcretion  ;  and 
that,  by  the  return  of  the  courier,  he  had 
done  fo  :  that  now,  till  they  had  digefted 
fomething  pofitive,  they  agreed  to  fend  an 
order  to  S ir  Edward  Hawke,  that  hefhould 
fail  with  about  fixteen  fhips  of  the  line  to 
Torbay,  and  there  expeft  farther  inflruc- 
tions  :  that  thefe  farther  inftruftions  were 
to  be  drawn  up  by  Lord  Anfon  and  Sir 
Thomas  Robinfon  :  that  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland had  faid,  if  they  had  any  profpeft 
of  a  peace,  he  had  nothing  to  fay ;  but  if 
they  were  convinced  it  mufl:  be  war,  he 
had  no  notion  of  not  making  the  moft  of 
the  ftrength  and  opportunity  we  had  in 
our  hands  :  that,  afterwards,  in  a  window 
\yith  the  Dukes  of  Marlborough  and  New- 
cafl:le,  the  latter  faid,  that,  what  his  Royal 
Highnefs  had  declared,  was  full  of  very 
good  fenfe,  though  he  was  not  entirely  of 
the  fame  opinion :  that  Lord  Granville  was 

abfo- 
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abfolutely  againft  meddling  with  trade—  ^7SS» 
he  called  it,  vexing  your  neighbours  for  a  J^b  ^i- 
little  muck — but  that  the  Duke  of  New-? 
caftle  was  by  no  means  of  that  opinion,  but 
thought  fome  middle  way  might  be  found 
out.  He  was  afked,  what  way  ?  He  an- 
fwered,  that,  to  be  fure,  Hawke  muft  go 
out;  but  that  he  might  be  ordered  not  to 
attack  the  enemy,  unlefs  he  thought  it 
worth  while.  He  was  anfwered,  that  Hawke 
was  too  wife  to  do  any  thing  at  all,  which 
others,  when  done,  were  to  pronounce  he 
ought  to  be  hanged  for.  The  Duke  re- 
plied, what  if  he  had  orders  not  to  fall  upon 
them,  unlefs  they  were  more  in  number 
together  than  ten  ?  He  was  anfwered,  that 
the  returned  part  of  the  Breft  fquadron, 
now  at  Lifbon,  is  but  nine.  The  Duke 
faid,  he  meant  tAat  of  merchantmen  only, 
for,  to  be  fure,  he  muft  attack  any  fquadron 
of  {hips  of  war.  He  was  afked,  what  was 
a  fquadron  ?  He  faid,  three  fhips  or  more. 
This  abfurdity  is  inconceivable.  What  or- 
ders they  will  give  to  Hawke  to-morrow, 
I  fhall  not  go  out  of  my  way  to  enquire. 

Monft 
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1755-  Monf.  de  Mirepoix  fat  out  about  one 
July  22.  o'clock  this  morning.  The  fole  queftion 
is,  whether  France  will  fubmit  to  purchafc 
the  getting  home  her  trade  and  failors,  and 
having  the  winter  to  tamper  with  Spain,  at 
a  little  lofs  of  reputation,  in  tamely  fuffer- 
ing  an  infult  for  a  while— If  fhe  fhould,  I 
verily  think  his  Grace  would  not  be  in- 
clined to  be  rude.  But  the  departure  of 
Monf.  de  Mirepoix  looks  as  if  the  French 
would  take  it  up  with  a  high  hand,  and 
this  may  render  Hawke's  inftrudtions  fome- 
thing  more  explicit.  Mr.  Fox  afliired  me 
of  one  thing  yefterday,  which  furprifed  me 
much  :  he  faid,  that  the  Ruffians,  hitherto, 
had  refufed  our  fubfidy ;  as  alfo,  that  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  had  abfolutely  refufed, 
not  only  our  money,  but  to  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  us,  faying,  it  is  our  own  quar- 
rel and  (he  will  not  be  concerned  in  it. 
She  is  fure,  that  the  French  will  not  med- 
dle with  her,  and  therefore  fhe  will  fend 
no  troops  into  Flanders,  even  if  we  would 
be  at  the  whole  expence.  He  added,  that, 
upon  his  telling  his  Royal  Highnefs,  that 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  was  for  a  naval  war, 

his 
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his  Royal  Highnefs  laughed  at  him,  artd  1755. 
f^id,  it  was,  becaufe  he  could  get  nobody  July  2,2. 
to  take  his  moiiey,  and  that  he  ordered,  of 
his  own  authority,,  that  more  money  fliould 
be  offered  to  the  Ruffians,  than  the  Rey 
gency  knew  of,  or  even  the  King ;  (as  he 
fuppofed.)  Ipreffed  Fox  much  (who  did 
not  feem  to  feei  the  force  of  it)  to  try  if  he 
could  fix  fuch  a  fad:  on  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle,  which  is  not  only  criminal  in  itfelf> 
but  if  it  was  approved  of  afterwards,  wo'ul'd 
be  fufficient  to  frighted  him  dirt  of  his 
wits,  for  havir^g  a<aed  extra-provincially. 
I  was  furprifed,  that  FoSc  did  iidt  fee  it  in 
the  fame  light,  and  I  Ihall  prefs  him  again, 

I  faw  Lord  l^emple  att  Cferk*6n  Houfe,  Augutt  3, 
who  affured  me,  that  neither  'Mr.  Pitt  nor 
himfelf,  knew,  or  had  heard  one  word 
more,  than  what  Mr.  James  Grenville  had 
acquainted  me  with.  I  alfo  faw  Mr.  'Fox 
there,  who  told  toe,  thkt  theDuke^New-^ 
caftle  was  angry  with  the  Duke,  ^nd  wemld 
hardly  fpeiak  to  his  Royal  Highfiefs ;  and 
that  he  himfelf  (Fos:)  had  not  changed  a 
word,  with  his  Grace  fince  he  faw  me  laft : 

that 
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'  I75S,-    that  the  Heffian  treaty  was  figned,  and  that 
Aoguft  3.  Hawke's  orders  were  of  the  compromifing 

kind — and  this  is  all    that  is  weak  and 

ruinous. 

4*  Lord  Hallifax  was  with  me.  He  was 
with  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  at  dinner  on 
Saturday,  and  yefterday  again,  by  the  Duke's 
defire.  His  Grace  did  not  tell  him  Hawke's 
inftruftions,  but  he  finds,  that  they  are  not 
to  meddle  with  the  trade,  nor,  as  he  fuf- 
pedts,  to  attack  the  men  of  war  unpro- 
voked. He  thinks,  they  will  by  no  means 
declare  war,  if  the  French  do  not. 

At  laft.  Lord  Hallifax  took  the  Duke 
into  another  room,  and  told  him,  that  as 
he  had  laid  before  his  Grace  the  ftate  of 
his  affairs,  and  had  given  him  his  fincere 
opinion,  which  his  Grace  feemed  to  ap- 
prove of  at  the  time,  but  had,  he  believed, 
never  thought  of  fince,  he  would  trouble 
him  no  more  upon  that  head :  that  he 
thought  himfelf  very  ill  ufed,  but,  if  his 
Grace  thought  he  could  go  on  without  any 
jfettlement,  it   was   well— he    (Hallifax) 

thought 
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thought  it  impoffible,  and  though  he  had  1755. 
hitherto  been  very  lucky,  yet  the  whole  Auguft  4. 
would  certainly  break  about  his  ears.  The 
Duke  faid,  he  ftill  approved  of  what  he 
(Hallifax)  had  advifed,  and  he  was  of  the 
fame  intention  to  do  it,  but  that  he  could 
fettle  nothing  till  the  King  returned.  Lord 
Hallifax  replied,  that  was  his  Grace's  af- 
fair, and  he  did  not  care  if  his  Grace  made 
Mr.  Pitt,  Secretary ;  but  if  he  made  any 
alterations,  that  he  (Hallifax)  expected  to 
have  j  uftice  done  him ;  he  was  a  wretch,  a 
nobody ;  he  would  be  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
have  accefs  to  the  King,  if  any  thing  was 
done.  The  Duke  faid,  he  was  fufprifed  to 
hear  him  talk  in  this  manner,  and  went  on, 
as  if  it  was  laying  him  under  new  diffi- 
culties. To  which  Lord  Hallifax  replied, 
that  he  found  it  was  more  necejSary  to  talk 
fo,  than  he  at  firft  thought,  for  by  his 
Grace's  furprife,  it  was  plain,  that  he  never 
thought  of  it  at  all :  that,  though  a  lover 
of  an  aftive  life,  yet  in  the  way  he  was 
treated,,  he  was  weary  of  it,  and  would  quit 
it,  if  j  uftice  was  not  done  him  :  that  he 
found,    Bofcawen    was    coming     home, 

and 
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1755-  and  he  believed  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  un- 
Aogaft  4.  derftood  that  part  of  the  fquadron  was  to 
return  with  him,  and  a  force  equal  to  what 
was  in  Loui{bourg,  to  be  left  for  ^  time : 
that  he  (HalUfax)  pppofed  this  ftrongly, 
and  faid,  if  the  force  to  be  left  is  but  equal, 
fuppofe  the  French  fhould  come  out  and 
heat  them,  is  it  impoffible  ?  Suppofe  the 
fquadron,  u^^^r  La  Moth?:,  at  Quebec, 
lhoul4  know  that  there  was  but  ^n  equal 
nifi^ibpr  left^  Plight  they  not  fall  upon 
them,an4  be  joined  by  thofe  in  Louifbourg, 
was  that  ipipoffible  ?  Thai:  the  enemy  w^^ 
certainly  ftraitned  in  provifiqng,  and  if  ^ 
fupprior  for^c^  r^m^ined  there^  the  place,  in 
all  pfobability,  muft  fall  to  us.  The  Duke 
faid,  the  ftips  CQuld  not  winter  there,  2Lnd 
Lord  Anfon  was  of  that  opinion.  Lord 
Hallifax  replied,  he  did  not  regard  Lord 
Anfon's  opinion  againftfadt;  for  he  would 
maintain,  that  the  who|e  navy  might  ride, 
the  whole  winter  in  flallifax  harbour,  with 
the  utmoft  fafcty  :  that  the  Albany  floop 
had  been  there,  thefe  five  years,  and  had 
coft  as  little  in  repairs,  as  any  other  veffel, 
and  is  now  gone  out  again.    The  reafoning 

feemed 


feemed  to  be  thus — If  you  leave  thofe  feas,  17 SS- 
the  French  will  come  out,  and  Louilbourg  Auguft  4. 
will  be  vi(3:ualled.  If  you  leave  but  a  fmall 
force,  it  will  be  in  danger  from  the  fhips 
there,  and  from  a  jundtion  of  thofe  now  in 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  Th^  French 
cannot  remain  there  in  November,  without 
being  frozen  up.  You  can  ftay,  becaufe  the 
harbour  of  Hallifax  is  never  fro;pen,  or  very 
flightly  i  and  ypu  are  at  fea  from  thence  in 
feveri  hours,  and  therefore  never  need  have 
the  famQ  {hips  out  above  a  week  at  a  time : 
fo,  if  the  enemy  appears,  you  take  them— 
if  not,  you  freeze  them  up,  and  their  nuni- 
beF§  will  add  to  the  want  of  provifions  in 
the  place.  The  Puke  of  N^wcaftle  prefled 
him  to  give  him  thefe  hints  in  writing* 
which  Lord  Hallifax  declined. 

I  pafled  the  day  at  Kew,  The  Princefs  «• 
has  had  nothing  of  Hawke's  inftrudions, 
or  ^ny  thing  elfe,  communicated  to  her, 
and  fhe  expreffed  her  diflatisfaftion  at  it. 
She  inveighed  mpft  bitterly  againft  the 
not  pufliing  the  French  every  where.  The 
people  would  not  furely  bear  it,  when  the 

Par- 


1755.  Parliament  met.  I  faid,  I  believed  they 
Auguit6.  would.  Surely,  faid  (he,  the  Parliament 
would  never  bear  the  fufFering  the  French 
to  bring  home  their  trade  and  failors,  &c. 
She  faw  the  terrible  confequences  of  it,  and 
of  a  patched  up  peace,  which  muft  break 
out,  when  the  French  had  perfe<3:ed  their 
naval  plan,  and  fall  upon  her  fon,  young 
and  inexperienced,  at  the  beginning  of  his 
reign.  I  faid,  I  doubted  if  any  body 
would  interfere;  but  if  they  fliould,  I  hope. 
Madam,  you  would  not  take  it  ill.  I,  fays 
fhe,  no,  indeed,  very  far  from*  it  ^  I  am 
fure,  I  have  no  reafon  nor  any  thing  like  it. 
She  was  very  folicitous  to  pixfli  the  war-, 
and  wifhed  Hanover  in  the  fea,  as  the  caufe 
of  all  our  misfortunes.  I  faid,  I  prefumed 
to  differ  with  her,  that  I  was  as  ready  to 
defend  Hanover,  as  Hampfhire,  if  attacked 
on  our  account.  I  thought  it  no  incum- 
brance if  properly  treated,  and  the '  only 
difference  between  me  and  the  Miniflers, 
was  not  about  the  thing,  but  the  manner. 
She  faid,  fhe  perfeftly  underftood  me ;  and 
it  would  be  fo  in  another  reign,  but  could 
not  be  in  this;   that,  in  the  manner  it  had 

been 
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been  treated,  it  had  been  the  foundation.  1755. 
of  all  juft  complaints  and  bad  meafurcs.  Augull6. 
I  aflced  her,  if  (he  could  account  for  Lord 
Anfon  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  con- 
curring in  tying  up  Hawke's  hands :  the 
one,  as  a  fea  General,  unconnected  at  leaft; 
the  other,  as  a  land  General,  at  open  en- 
mity with  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle?  fhe 
faid,  fhe  could  not,  for  the  Duke  had 
ftrongly  declared  (though  not  to  her, 
who  had  not  much  converfation  with  him) 
for  a  naval  war.  I  replied,  that  might  be 
the  language  of  good  fenfe  only,  as  being 
the  popular  cry,  with  hopes,  thcit  a  fea 
war  might  probably  light  up  a  land  one. 
She  faid,  I  was  right— and  added,  nobody 
knew  what  to  do — no  two  people  were 
together — fhe  chofe  to  fit  ftill,  (thinking 
it  the  only  prudent  part,  as  every  body 
was  difunited.  I  faid,  that  the  general 
diffidence  fhe  defcribed  was  the  caufe  of 
the  infinite  fpeculation  and  refinement 
that  now  prevailed:  for  as  nobody  knew, 
fo  every  one  was  gueffing  each  other — in 
which  her  Royal  Highncfs  had  a  principal 
part — fhe  replied,  nobody,  furely,  could 
A  a  fland 
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\75S'   ftand  clearer  than  {he,  for  the  world  niuft 
Auguft6.  know  every  body  that  (lie  faw,  and  when. 
She  took  ferious  pains   to  convince  me, 
that  (he  had  no  fixed  fettlement  or  con- 
nedtions  at  alL     She  may  deceive  me;  but 
I  am  perfuaded,  fhe  has  no  fixed,  digefted 
political  plan,  or  regular  communication 
in  politicks,  with  any  body,  except  Mr. 
Creflet.     She  then  told  me,  that  the  King 
had  fent  to  invite  the  two  Princefles  of 
Brunfwick  to  Hanover;    they  came,   but 
their  mother  (the  King  of  Pruffia's  fifter) 
who  was  not'  invited,  came  with  them— - 
we  talked  of  the  match — furely  he  would 
not  marry  her  fon,  without  a^cquainting 
her  with  it  fo  much  as  by  letter — I  faid, 
certainly  not,  as  he  had  always  behaved 
very  politely  to  her.     It  may  be  fo,    fhe 
replied,  but  how  can  this  be  reconciled  ? 
In  this  manner,  faidi;    nothing  will  be 
fettled  at  Hanover;  but  when  the  King 
comes  back,  he  may  fay  in  converfation 
and  commending  the  Prince's  figure,  that 
he  wifhes  to  fee  him  fettled,   before   he 
die?,  and  that  he  has  feen  fuch  and  fuch 
young  Princefl^es,  and,  though  he  would 

fettle 
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jfettle  nothing,  without  her  partJcipatio^,    ^755* 
yet  he  could  wifh  to  fee  the  Prince  fettled  Auguft  6.. 
before  his  death,  and  therefore,  if  flie  had 
no  objedion,  heihould  think  one  of  thofe 
Princefles  a  very  fuitable  party. 

She  paufed,  and  faid,  no:  he  was  not 
that  fort  of  n>an  :  but,  if  he  fhould  fettle 
the  match  without  acquainting  her  with 
it,  {he  fhould  let  him  know  how  ill  flie 
took  it;  and  if  he  did  it  in  the  manner  I 
mentioned,  £he  fhould  not  fail  to  tell  him 
fairly  and  plainly,  that  it  was  full  early, 
and  that  fhe  had  eight  other  children  to  be 
provided  for,  that  fhe  hoped,  he  would 
think  of  doing  for  them,  and  not  leave  her 
eldefl  fon  eight  younger  children  to  take 
care  of,  before  he  had  one  of  his  own :  that 
it  was  probable  the  Prince  might  have  fo 
many^  that  hers  could  not  expedt  much 
provifion.  She  was  determined  to  behave 
fo,  whenever  the  King  fpoke  to  her  about 
it.  She  thought  the  match  premature: 
the  Prince  ought  to  mix  with  the  world 
—-the  marriage  would  prevent  it — he  was 
fhy  and  backward,  the  match  wquld  fhut 
A  a  2  him 


I  356  ] 

1755.  him  up  for  ever,  with  two  or  three  friends 
Auguft  6.  of  his,  and  as  many  of  hers.  That  he  was 
rnuchaverfe  to  it  himfelf,  and  that  fhe  dif- 
liked  the  alliance  extremely:  that  the 
young  woman  was  faid  to  be  handfome, 
and  had  all  good  qualities  and  abundance 
of  wit,  &c.  but  if  (he  took  after  her  mo- 
ther, (he  will  never  do  here — the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  indeed,  her  father,  is  a  very 
worthy  man— -pray  madam,  faid  I,  what 
.  is  her  mother  ?  as  I  know  nothing  at  all 
about  her — why,  faid  fhe,  her  mother  is 
the  moft  intriguing,  medling,  and  alfo  the 
moft  fatirical,  farcaftical  perfon  in  the 
world,  and  will  always  make  mifchief 
wherever  (he  comes.  Such  a  chara(3:er 
would  not  do  with  George,  it  would  not 
only  hurt  him  in  his  publick,  but  make 
him  uneafy  in  his  private  fituation  5  that 
he  was  not  a  wild,  diffipated  boy,  but 
good  natured  and  chearful,  with  a  ferious 
call  upon  the  whole — that  thofe,  about 
him,'khew  him  no  more,  than  if  they  had 
never  feen  him.  That  he  was  not  quick, 
but,  with  thofe  he  was  acquainted,  appli- 
cable and  intelligent.     His  education  had 

given 


[    2S7    ] 

given  her  much  pain;  his  book  learning    1755*- 
fhe  was  no  judge  of,  though  fhe  fuppbfed  Auguft6.'- 
it   fmall   or  ufelefs;     but  flie   hoped   he 
might  have  been  inftruded  in  the  general 
underftanding  of  things.     That  fhe  did 
not  know  Lord  Waldgrave,  and  as  to  Mr. 
Stone,  if  (he  was  to  live  forty  years  in  the 
houfe  with  him,  fhe  fhould  never  be  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  him  than  flie  was. 
She  once  defired  him  to  inform  the  Prince 
about  the  conflitution  ;  but  he  declined  it, 
to  avoid  giving  jealouiy  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Norwich  j   and  that  fhe  had  mentioned  it 
again,  but  he  flill  declined  it,  as  not  being 
his  province.     Pray,  madam,  faid  I,  what 
is  his  province  ?  fhe  faid,  fhe  did  not  know, 
unlefs  it  was,  to  go  before  the  Prince  up- 
flairs,  to  walk  with  him  fometimes,   fel- 
domer  to  ride  with  him,  and,  now  and  then, 
to  dine  with  him — but   when  they   did 
walk  together  the  Prince  generally  took 
that  time,  to  think  of  his  own  affairs  and 
to  fay  nothing.     She  fhewed  me  a  letter 
from  Hanover,  that  faid,  the  news  of  Bof- 
cawen's  adtion,  which  came  here  on  the 
J  5th  of  June,  got  to  Hanover  on  the  20th 
A  a  3  —that 
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I7SS-  — that  Bufly  had  his  audience  the  17th 
Augaii6.  and  his  letters  of.  recall  the  22d,  but  was 
not  gone  on  the  25th.  She  wiftied  ex- 
tremely, that  he  was  gone,  left  he  fhould 
frighten  them  into  fojne  unbecoming  com- 
pliance, as  he  had  done,  once  before — I 
had  afterwards  much  talk  with  the  Prince 
about  funding  aqd  other  ferious  matters, 
who  feemed  to  hear  with  attention  and 
fatisfadion 

.18.  I  was  at  Holland  Houfe,  and  had  a  long 

converfation  with  Mr.  Fox :  he  faid,  the 
Heffian  fubfidy  was  ratified— that  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  bade  Mr,  Amyand  read 
Lord  Holdernefs's  letter  to  the  Regency, 
acquainting  them,  that  the  King  had  made 
fuch  a  treaty,  and  caufed  him  to  obferve, 
that  his  Majefty  direded  the  Chancellor 
to  fix  the  feal  to  it,  who  only  bowed,  and 
their  Lordihips  figned  it  without  reading 
\  it,  as  a  thing  of  courfe.  That  the  firft 
diredions  to  Lord  Anfon  and  Sir  Thomas 
^obinfon,  to  draw  Hawke's  inftrudions, 
were,  that  he  fhould  take  and  deftroy  all 

^        FfP^ph  ^^ps  of  war^  but  no  merchantr 
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men — when  they  were  brought  to  the  feled:  1 755. 
perfons  of  the  Regency,  they  had  altered  Aug.  18. 
them  and  reftrained  Hawke  from  taking 
any  but  fhips  ©f  the  line.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  in  this  little  affembly,  was 
exprefling  his  diflike  of  the  alteration, 
when  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  came  in,  and 
interrupted  his  Highnefs  by  faying,  that 
he  was  glad  of  the  alteration,  becaufe  he 
knew  that  it  was  more  conforrhable  to  the 
King's  way  of  thinking,  and  then  defired 
his  Highnefs  to  proceed;  who  faid,  that 
he  knew  his  Grace  had  corrcfpondences  at 
Hanover,  which  he  did  not  communicate 
to  him ;  but  he  did  not  know,  that  his 
Grace  had  taken  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  - 
upon  that  head,  till  now,  vfhtn  he  was 
pleafed  to  declare  it— that,  fince  it  was  fo, 
he  h^  too  many  ties  ever  to  fay  a  word 
againft  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  when  he 
knew  it.  When  the  inftrudtions  came  to 
the  bottom  of  the  table  to  be  figned  by 
him  (Fox) :  he  afked  Lord  Anfon,  if  there 
were  ho  objedtions  to  them,  who  faid,  yes, 
a  hundred,  but  it  pleafes  thofe  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  table,  and  will  fignify  nothing, 
A  a  4  for 
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i755«  for  the  French  will  declare  war  next  week, 
Aug.  i8.  if  they  have  not  done  it  already.  But  faid 
I,  that  did  not  happen — no,  replied  he, 
and  therefore  I  am  very  forry  that  I  figned 
it.  But  in  a  few  days,  the  Duke  was  very 
defirous  to  have  them  altered,  as  well  as 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  myfelf;  and 
in  the  morning  before  the  Regency  met, 
he  endeavoured  to  have  them  extended, 
but  without  elFefl: — v/hen  the  Regency 
was  over,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  I 
defired  to  fpeak  with  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle,  and  I  told  him,  how  abfurd  I 
thought  it,  that  we,  who  had  begun  the 
war,  fhould  fuffer  the  hands,  to  pafs  by  us, 
that  v/ere  to  be  employed  againft  us,  &c. 
that  I  defired  hxih  to  remember,  though  I 
had  made  no  objection  at  the  Regency,  yet 
I  now  did,  and  privately  to  him,  declare 
my  difapprgbation  to  thefe  orders.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  did  the  fame.  In 
the  afternoon,  a  note  came  to  Lord  Anfon, 
while  he  was  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Fox's^  to 
meet  tthat  evening  at  the  Duke's  lodgingis, 
the  refult  of  which  was  to  fend  directions 
tp  Hawke  to  feize  or  deftroy  every  thing 

French, 
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French,   ^rade   or  men  of  war,   between    1755. 
Cape  Ar'tegal  and  Cape  Clear,   and  fo  it  Aug.  18. 
now  ftands.     Mr.  Fox  added  that,  befides 
the  Heffian,  a  fubfidiary  treaty  was  con- 
cluded  with    Ruffia,    as   he   underftood, 
though  he  had  not  heard,  diredtly,  from 
Williams.     He  did  not  fpeak.  out  about 
that   correfpondence.     The   fubfidy   was 
3  00,000/.  per  annum,  for  four  years,   to 
hold  in  readinefs   50  or  60,000  men,  for 
which,  when  we  employed  them,  we  were 
to  pay  500,000/.  per  annum.    He  alfo  fup- 
pofed,  that  there  would  be  fubfidies  to  Ba- 
varia,  and  others.     Mr.  Fox  continued, 
that  he  had,  of  late,  had  opportunities  of 
converfing  much  with  ^the  Duke  of  De- 
vonfhire,  occafioned  by  his  fon's  aifairs : 
that  he  was  open  and  vehement  againil:  all 
fubfidies  whatfoever^  that  the  nation  could 
not  carry  on  a  naval  war  with  France,  and 
fupport  Hanover,  and  that   it  muft  take 
care  of  itfelf :  that  we  had  followed  the 
King's  politicks  too  long,  and  the  King 
muft  be  told  that  the  nation  could  not 
fupport  the   expence  of  both :    that  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  held  by  nothing  but 

abfo- 
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I7SS.  abfolutc  futmiffion  /  and  he  muftrnot,  nor 
Aog.  i8.  would  he  contradidt  the  King  in  any  thing. 
Fox  faid,  that  LordGraxiville  told  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  that  he  would  be  ferved 
himfclf,  as  he  and  his  brother  had  ferved 
him  (Granville) •  They  would  not  abufe 
him,  themfelves,  but  would  fit  ftill  and  ra- 
ther encourage  the  abufe,  than  defend  him. 
,  He  pofitively  knew  fome  confiderable  peo- 
ple, notfufpedted  of  an  inclination  to  dif- 
fer, who  would  be  abfolutely  againft  all 
fubfidy  whatfoever— he  did  not  name  them, 
.  nor  would  he  to  him  (Fox).  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
that,  talking  this  matter  of  fubfidies  over 
with  the  Duke,  his  Highnefs  faid  in 
a  word,  that  he  was  very  forry  for  themV 
that  the  bent  of  the  nation  was  ilrong 
againft  fubfidies  for  Germany,  and  that  it 
wolild  be  brought  to  endure  them  with 
much  reluftance :  that  his  Highnefs  laid  no 
great  weight  upon  the  pointof  honour,  for 
it  would  not  do  with  the  bulk  of  the  peo- 
ple :  that  we  fhould  fee  a  ijrong  exertion 
of  power  on  one  hand,  and  aftrong  diflike 
and  reftivenefs  on  the  other.  I  faid,  I 
f bought  Hanover  might,  and  ought  to  be 

de- 
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defended;  the  queftion  was  only,  who  was  1755. 
to  pay  for  it,  and  in  what  proportions  ?  Aug.  i^ 
Mr.  Fox  replied,  he  was  furprifed  that  I 
was  not  againft  all  fubfidies.  I  told  him 
that  thcfe,  I  ihould  be  for,  would  hardly 
be  the  minifterial  ones,  but  I  defired  to 
know  what  thofe  Ruffians  were  to  do  ? 
Why,  faid  he,  to  prevent  the  King  of  Pruffia 
from  attacking  Hanover  in  conjunction 
with  the  French.  I  anfwered,  the  King  of 
Pruffia  would  not  attack  Hanover.  He  faid, 
he  was  glad  to  hear  m*e  fay  fo,  and  hoped  I 
could  make  it  out.  I  faid,  there  was  time 
enough  for  that,  and  for  my  ideas  of  de- 
fending Hanover.  He  might  imagine,  that 
I  had  not  given  myfelf  the  trouble  to  digeft 
my  thoughts  with  very  great  exattnefs, 
much  lefs,  to  put  them  into  writing ;  but 
that,  whenever  he  came  to  adt,  I  would  lay , 
every  thing  I  knew  before  him  without 
referve,  but  it  was  now  ufelefs  to  digeft 
and  difcufs  what  niight  never  come  into 
operation, 

Mr.  Pitt  called  on  me,  and  acquainted  Sept.  2. 
me  that  he  had  i^tn  the  IVf  inifters,  and  that' 
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1755-  he  was  to  fee  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  at  his 
Sept.  2,  own  defire,  at  feven  this  evening.  He  be- 
gan upon  the  fubfidies  :  that  the  Ileffian 
he  knew  of  for  8ooo  men,  as  a  warrant 
for  the  levee  money  was  come  to  his  office : 
that  he  would  fupport  a  naval  war  to  the 
utmoft,  but,  by  no  means,  a  continental 
one :  the  nation  could  not  fupport  both  : 
it  would  carry  us  up  to  &vcn  millions  the 
rfirftyear,  and  would  go  on.encreaiing; — 
'twas  bankruptcy.  Regard  fhould  be  had 
to  Hanover,  no  doubt,  but  fecondarily :  we 
fhould  never  lay  down  our  arms  without 
procuring  fatisfaftion  for  any  damage  they 
fhould  receive  on  our  account ;  but  we 
could  not  find  money  to  defend  it  by  fub- 
fidies, and  if  we  could,  that  was  not  the 
way  to  defend  it.  An  open  country  was 
not  to  be  defended  againft  a  neighbour  who 
had  150,000  men,  and  an  enemy  that  had 
150,000  more  to  back  them.  In  fhort, 
he  urged  many  ftrong,  ingenious,  and  folid 
reafons,  for  making  a  ftand  againft  them 
and  giving  no  fubfidies  at  all :  that  the 
King's  honour  would  be  prefifed,  &c.  and 
therefore,  if  the  Duke  of  Newcafl;Ie  would 
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be  contented  with  this  Heffian  fubfidy  for  lys^- 
this  once  only,  and  engage,  with  proper  fe^  Sept.  2. 
curityy  never  to  offer  another  during  the 
whole  cpurfe  of  the  war,  and  receive  it  as  a 
compliment  to  the  King  for  this  once,  ne- 
ver to  be  renewed  or  attempted  again,  but 
td  be  looked  upon  as  putting  a  j&nal  end 
to  continental  fubfidies  5  then — though  it 
would  not  be  right,  yet  he  might  not  ab- 
folutely  rejeft  it,  but  might  afk  other  gen- 
tlemen's opinion  about  it :  but  for  the 
Ruffian  fubfidy  of  1 20, oool.  per  annum y  and 
500,000/.  per  annum  when  we  took  the 
number  of  men  into  pay,  which  treaty  he 
heard  was  figneid,  if  not  ratified,  he  could 
never  come  into  it  upon  any  account— 
'twas  better  to'fpeak  plain,  there  was  no 
end  of  thefe  things :  it  vs^as  deceiving  and 
ruining  ourfelves,  and  leading  Hanover 
into  a  fnare ;  for  if  70,000  men  would  not 
be  fuflicient,  we  muft  take  more,  till  they 
were  fufficient,  which  would  ruin  us,  or 
we  muft  give  them  up  at  laft,  when  we  had 
drawn  a  war  upon  them  :  that  thfe  Duke 
of  Newcaftle  had  made  a  perfon  write  to 
him  (Pitt)  to  fay,  that  the  Duke  was  forry 
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»7SS*    that  he  was  obliged  to  go  into  Suflex  the 
Sept.  a.  next  day,  but  that  the  Chancellor  did  not 
go  to  Wimple  till  Wednefday,  and  he  fliould 
be  obliged  to  Mi\  Pitt,  if  he  would   call 
upon  the  Chancellor,  which  he  did.    The 
Chancellor  told  him,   that  he  hoped,  he 
would  aflift  them  cordially  in  their  bufi- 
nefs;  that  the  King  had,  indeed,  taken  pre- 
judices which  were  difagreeable,  and   that 
fteps  had  been  taken  to  remove  them,   be- 
fore  he  went  to  Hanover :  that  they  had 
been  the  fubjed  of  correfponHence  fince : 
that  they  had  not  all  the  fuccefs  they  could 
wifli,  as  yet  J  but  they  hoped  they  would : 
that  the  King  was  very  fond  of  Lord  Hoi- 
dernefs  and  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  ;  but  if 
any  accident  fhould  happen,  it  might  pro- 
bably be  brought  about,  in  cafe  he  would 
aflift  them  cordially,  that  they  might  pro* 
cure  the  feals  for  him,  which  he  fo  much 
delired.  When  the  Chancellor  had  finifhed, 
Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  he  muft  begin  with 
his  laft  words — the  feals  which  he  fo  much 
defired — of  whom  ?— he  did  not  remember 
that  he  had  ever  applied  to  his  Lordftiip 
for  them :  he  was  fure,  he  never  had  to  the 
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Duke  of  Newcaftle ;  and  did  aflure  the  1755, 
Chancellor,  that  if  they  could  prevail  upon  Sept.  «. 
his  Majefty  to  give  them  to  him,  under  his 
prefent  diflike,  all  the  ufe  he  would  make 
of  them,  would  be  to  lay  them  at  his  Ma- 
jefty's  feet :  that,  till  the  King  liked  it, 
and  thought  it  neceflary  to  his  fervice,  and 
till  his  Minifters  defired  it,  he  never  would 
accept  the  feals  :  that  he  knew,  the  King 
had  lately  faid,  that.he  had  intruded  him*^ 
felfinto  office:  that  the  Chancellor  knew 
how  much  he  was  mifinformed,  and  if  he 
fhould  aik  for  any  favour,  it  would  hie, 
that  they  fhould  inform  his  Majefty  better*: 
the  Chancellor  had  faid  a  great  deal,  but  he 
defired  his  Lordfhip  to  let  him  know,  what 
he  was  expe<fted  to  affift  in,  and  what  was 
the  work  ?  Why,  replied  the  Chancellor, 
to  carry  on  the  war  they  were  engaged  in. 
He  faid,  there  was  no  doubt  of  his  concur- 
rence in  carrying  on  the  war,  as  it  was  a 
national  war;  and  he  thought  that  regard 
ought  to  be  had  to  Hai^over,  if  it  fhould 
be  attacked  upon  our  account — The  Chan- 
cellor ftopt  him  fhort,  and  faid,  he  was  ex- 
tremely pleafed  that  they  agreed  in  their 

prin- 
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175S'  principles,  and  that  both  thought  Hanover 
Sept.  2.  Jljould  be  deftTided.  Mr.  Pitt  defired  his 
Lordiliip  to  obferve  the  words  he  had  ufed, 
**  that  regard  was  to  be  had  to  Hanover," 
and  then  laid  all  he  had  faid  to  me  before, 
as  to  our  inability  to  defend  it,  and  the  im- 
propriety of  the  defence  by  fubfidy.  The 
Chancellor  faid,  that  he  underftood  that 
the  Commons,  the  laft  feffion,  had  tacitly 
allowed,  that  Hanover  muft  be  defenci'ed : 
that,  in  confequence  of  that  acquiefcence, 
there  was  a  fubfidiary  treaty  for  8000  Hef- 
fians  in  the  ufual  form,  and  alfo,  a  treaty 
ibr  a  body  of  Ruffians. 

But  where  Mr.  Pitt  laid  the  greateft  ftrefs, 
was  on  what  the  Chancellor  in  reafoning 
had  faid  ;  to  be  fure  thofe  things  (meaning 
fubfidies)  Jhould  have  their  bounds ^  and  that y 
he  was  afraid,  they  would  not  be  very  popular 'j 
and  when  he  was  enforcing  the  neceffity  of 
putting  a  total  ftop  to  them,  and,  leaving 
Hanover  to  the  fyjftem  and  conftitution  of 
the  empire,  the  Chancellor  feemed  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  re^fon,  but  told  him,  he 
muft  be  fenlible,  that  talking  in  that  man- 
ner 
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ner  Would  not  make  way  with  the  King.  1755* 
Mr.  Pitt  ftill  perfifted  in  not  giving  into  Sept.  2* 
the  fubfidy,  and  the  Chancellor  defired 
him  to  fee  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  to 
talk  it  over  with  him.  Mr.  Pitt  faid  that, 
if  the  Duke  fen t  to  deCre  to  fpeak  with 
him,  he  would  wait  on  his  Grace,  and  not 
otherwife. 

Mr.  Pitt  thought  that  the  Duke  of  De^ 
vonfliire  would  oppofc  fubfidies,and  might 
be  brought  to  do  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
He  had  {cen  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who 
talked  warmly  and  fenfibly  about  them. 
He  left  me,  fully  determined  to  tell  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  plainly,  that  he  would 
not  come  into  the  Ruffian  fubfidy  upon 
any  account;  nor  into  any  thing  cUcy  till 
he  was  well  apprifed  of  the  meafures ;  till 
he  knew  who  were  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution, and  in  what  ftations  they  were  to 
be;  and  till  the  Houfe  was  properly  treated, 
and  gentlemen  were  made  eafy,  who  had  a 
right  to  be  fo.  He  had  not  feen  Lord  Eg- 
mont,  but  knew  he  had  been  fent  to  with 
an  offer  of  Sir  William  Young's  place.  He 
B  b  hoped 
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^755-  hoped,  his  Lordfhip  had  given  no  poiitive 
Sept,  2.  anfwer.  He  promifed  to  acquaint  me,  with 
the  refult  of  the  conference  he  was  to 
have  this  evening,  w^ith  theDukeof  New- 
caftle,  before  he  went  back  into  the  coun- 
try, which  he  fliould  do  to-morrow. 

J.         Mr.  Pitt  returned  to  me,  and  told  me, 
that  he  had  painted  to  the  Duke  all  the  ill 
confequences  of  this  fyftem  of  fubfidies  in 
the  ftrongeft  light,  that  his  own  imagina- 
tion, heightened  by  my  fuggeftions,  could 
furnifh  him  with.    He  had  deprecated  his 
Grace,  not   to  compleat'  the  ruin  which 
the  King  had  nearly  brought  upon  himfelf 
by  his  journey  to  Hanover,  which  all  peo- 
ple Ihould  have  prevented,  even  wifA  their 
bodies. — A  King  abroad,  at  this  time,  with- 
out one  man  about  him,  that  has  one  En- 
glifh  fentiment,  and  to  bring  home  a  whole 
fet  of  fubfidies  ! — That  he  was  willing  to 
promote  the  King's  fervice,  but  if  this  was 
what  he  was  fent  for    to  promote,     few 
words  were  beft — nothing  in   the  world 
fliould  induce  him  to  agree  to  thefe  fubfi- 
dies .  The  Duke  was  tedious  and  perplexed, 

and 
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and  would  have  perfuaded  him  what  a  pretty  1755, 
figure  he  would  make,  when  he  was  a  Ca-  Sept.  3. 
binet  Gounfellor :  that  the  King  was  highly 
pleafed  with  both  his  Secretaries,  but  if 
any  accident  ihould  make  a  vacancy,  to  be 
fure,  theKing  would  be.glad  of  his  fervices, 
&c.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  he  did  not  defire 
fuch  vacancy,  nor  the  office;  that  he  had 
declared,  when  preffed  about  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that,  lif  they  eixpedred  him,  or 
any  one  elfe,  to  do  their  bufinefs  in  that 
Jioufe,  they  muft  give  him  proper  diftinc- 
tion  and  powers :  that,  inihort,  theDuke's 
fyftem  of  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Houfe,  he :believed,  would  not  do,  and  that, 
while  he  had  life  and -breath  to  utter,  ne 
would  oppoie  it :  that  there  muft  be  men 
of  efficiency  and  authority,  in  the  Houfe ; 
a  Secretary  and  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer at  leift,  who  ftiould  ^have  accefs 
,to  the  Crown;  habitual,  frequent,  familiar 
accefs  he  meant,  that  they  might  tell  theii- 
own  ftory,  to.dothemfelves  and  Iheir  friends 
juftice,  and.not  be  the  victims  of  a  whilper : 
that  he  (Pitt)  .efteemed  both  the  Secreta- 
ries, but  hefuppofed  fomething  was  want- 
B  b  2  ing. 
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.'755-  ing,  or  why  was  he  fent  for  ?  If  they  were 
Sept.  3.  neceflary  to  government,  no  doubt  they 
could  carry  on  government,  and  he  fhould 
be  glad  of  it ;  for  his  part,  if  the  Miniftry 
afked  nothing  of  him,  he  afked  nothing  of 
them.  The  Duke  then  faid,  that  tli^fyjiem 
of  fubfidies,  indeed,  was  not  to  be  infifted 
upon,  but  two  did  not  make  a  fyftem :  the 
King's  honour  was  now  engaged,  and  he 
enlarged  much  upon  that  point,  Mr,  Pitt 
replied,  that  he  had  a  deep  regard  for  the 
King's  honour,  but  that  the  fyftem  of  fub- 
fidies was  fo  fatal,  that  he  could  not  think 
of  fubmitting  to  100,000/-  unlefs  it  was 
given  by  gentlemen  who  became  pledges 
t(3*each  other,  and  to  the  public;  that  no- 
thing, of  the  like  kind,  fhould  ever  be 
offered  again,  and  unlefs  it  fhould  be  noto- 
rioufly  declared  and  underftood  on  both 
fides,  that  it  was  given  and  received,  as  a 
mark  of  the  afFedion  of  a  ruined  nation, 
to  fave  the  honour  of  its  King,  who  had 
entered  into  a  rafh  engagement :  but  for 
two,  it  was  the  fame  as  twenty,  and  no 
perfuafion  fhould  make  him  for  them.  He 
then  defired  his  Grace  to  think  fcrioufly  of 

the 
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the  confequences — What,  if  the  Duke  of  1755. 
Devonfhire  fhould  begin  the  oppofition  in  Sept.  3. 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  ?  If  he  did,  he  (Pitt) 
would  not  conceal  it  from  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle;  he  would  echo  it  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  loudly,  and  with  all  the 
powers  he  was  able  to  exert : — But  was 
this  all  ? — were  there  no  fubfidies  to  be  re- 
newed? The  Duke  mumbled  that  the  Saxon 
and  Bavarian  were  offered  and  prefled,  but 
there  was  nothing  done  in  them  :  that  the 
Heffian  was  perfed:ed,  but  the  Ruffian  wa*s 
not  concluded.  Whether  the  Duke  meant 
unfigned,  or  unratified,  we  cannot  tell,  but 
we  underftand  it  is  figned.  When  his  Graoe 
dwelt  fo  much  upon  the  King's  hpnour,  Mr. 
Pitt  afked  him — what,  if  out  of  the  fifteen 
millions  the  King  had  faved,he  fhould  give 
his  kinfman  of  HefTe  1 00,000/.  and  the  Cza- 
rina 1 50,000/.  to  be  off  from  thefe  bad  bar- 
gains, and  not  fuffer  the  fuggeflions,  fo  dan-^ 
-gerousto  his  own  quiet  and  the  fafetyof  his 
family,  to  be  thrown  out,  which  would,  and 
muft  be,  infifled  upon  in  a  debate  of  this  na- 
ture ?  Where  would  be  the  harm  of  it  ?  The 
'  Puke  had  nothing  to  fay,  but  defired  they 
B  b  3  might 
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1755.    might  talk  it  over  again  with  the  Chancellor: 
Sept.  3.  Mr,  Pitt  replied,  he  was  at  their  command, 
though  nothing  could  alter  his  opinion. 

We  then,  Mr.  Pitt  and  I,  talked  over 
whom  we  could  engage  5  to  whom  he  had 
communicated  this  affair  ?  He  faid,  that 
Mr.  Legge  was  firm  as  a  rock.  He  was  fliy 
about  Lord  Egmont,  but  faid  he  had  feen 
him ;  he  was  received  very  kindly,  and 
Lord  Egmont  feemed  to  enter  into  the 
thing  j  but  what  might  happen,  when  of- 
fers were  made,  he  (Pitt)  could  not  tell. 
He  defired  me  to  apply  to  Lord  Hillfbo- 
rough  and  Sir  Francis  Dafhwood — F  men- 
tioned Ofwald — he  faid,  he  thought  that 
Ofwald  was  with  us  (if  fo~,  it  muft  be  by 
Legge).  I  afked  him,  if  he  had  commu- 
nicated it  to  Mr.  Fox  ?  H^  anfwered,  no, 
nor  did  he  defign  to  do  it :  he  would  tell 
me  the  whole  of  his  thoug^ht«  upon  that 
matter :  that  he  wifhed  Mr.  Fox  very  well, 
and  had  nothing  to  complain  of  5  but  that 
they  could  not  ad  together,  becaiffe  they 
Were  not  on  the  fame  ground :  that  Mr, 
Fox  owned  to  him  that  he  (Fox)  was  not 

Jui 
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fuijurisi  he  could  not  blame  him  for  it,     i7S5- 
but  he,  who  wzsfui  juris,  could  not  ad:  in  Sept.  3. 
connexion  with  one  who  was  not.     He 
(Pitt)  was  ready,  in  the  laft  feffion,  to  pro- 
ceed any  lengths  againft  the  Duke  of  New-  • 
caftle,  but  when  it  came  to  the  pufh,  Mr. 
Fox  acknowledged  he  could  not,  and  went 
on,  through  the  whole  feflion,  compromi- 
fing  every  thing  when  it  began  to  pinch — 
the  Reading  election;  the  linen  affair;  and  ^ 
when  Ireland  began   to  be  a  thorn,  Mr. 
Fox's  great  friend.  Lord  Harrington,  was 
to  take  it  out :    that  by  thefe  means,  Mr. 
Fox  had  taken-  the  fmooth   part,  and  had 
left  him  to  be  fallen  upon  :  Fox  had  rifen 
upon  his  fhoulders,  but  he  did  not  blame 
him,  and  he  only  {hewed  me,  how  impof- 
fible  it  was  for  two  to  ad:  together,  who 
did  not  ftand  upon  the  fame  ground.    Be- 
fides  this,  Mr.  Fox  lived  with  his  greateft 
enemies.  Lord  Granville,  MefTrs.  Stone  and 
Murray.     Mr.  Fox  was  reported  by  the 
Ekike  of  Newcaftle,  that  he  had  lately  of-  ' 
fercd  himfelf  to  the  Duke — I  here  inter- 
rupted Mr.  Pitt,  by  faying,  I  was  confident 
it  was  falfe  :  he  faid,  he  knew  the  Duke  of 
B  b  4                     New- 


[.    376     ] 

*753'     Newcaftle  was  a  very  great  liar,  and  there- 
S-ept.  3.  fore,  if  Mr.  Fox  denied  it,  he  fliould  not 
hefitate  a  mornent,  which  he  fhould  be- 
lieve.    I  then  faid,   that,  as  thofe,    whp 
•  united  in  this  attack,  were  to  part  no  more, 

it  would  be  proper  to  think  what  was  to 
be  held  out  to  them,  if  they  fucceeded : 
he  declined  this,  and  faid,  it  would  look 
too  much  like  a  fadtion  j  there  was  nothing 
country  in  it,  If  we  fucceeded,  to  be  furc 
thofe,  who  contributed,  muft,  and  would  be 
confidered,  when  the  firft  opportunity  of- 
fered; but  to  engage  for  fpecifical  things 
and  times,  he  thought  no  onp  man  had  any 
title,  except  myfelf :  that  for  me,  any  thing, 
^very  thing  that  I  liked,  oiight  to  be  the 
common  caufe,  aqd  he  was  ready  to  enter 
into  any  engagements  with  me.  He  then 
expreifed  himfelfjirangely  as  to  me :  that 
he  thought  me  of  the  greateft  confequencej 
110  man  in  this  country  would  be  more 
liftened  to,  both  in  a.nd  out  of  the  Houie, 
&c.  &C; — that  he  was  moil  defirous  to  con- 
ned: and  unite  himfelf  with  me  in  th^ 
ftridteft  manner — he  ever  had  the  hig}ieft 
fegard  for  my  abilities — we  had  always; 

^deci 
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a6led  upon  the  fame  principles :  he  had  the   i75S- 
honour  of  being  married  into  my  relations;  Sept.  3. 
every  thing  invited  him  to  it.     He  added 
a  great  deal  more,  that,  furprifed  me  very 
much,  confidering  the  treatmenti  have  met 
with,  for  years  paft,  both  from  him  and  thofe 
relations.  It  furprifed  mefo  much,  that  all 
I  faid  was,  that  I  was  much  obliged  to  him, 
but  that  he  might  depend  upon  it,   that  I 
would  not  accept  of  his  friendfhip,  or  of 
any  mark  of  his  confidence,  without  nieet-. 
ing  him  more  than  half  way. 

Thus  far,  however,  is  fortunate,  and  I 
am  glad  to  find,  that  I  fhall  be  fupported 
in  a  ftep,  which,  for  my  own  credit,  as 
well  as  for  the  intereft  of  my  country,  I 
muft  have  taken,  though  I  had  met  with 
no  fuppoft  at  all. 

Lord  Hallifax  dined  with  me,  and  we  oa.  6. 
fettled  how  he  was  to  behave  to  the  Duke  ^ ; 

of  Newcaftle,  on  account  of  a  letter  to  him 
from  his  Grace,  prefling  him  to  engage 
me  in  the  King's  fervice. 

Lord 


y 


1755.         Lord  Hallifax  had  been  with  the  Duke 

oa.  8.   of  Newcaftle,  who  prefled  him  much  on 

my  account,  and  begged  him  to  obtain  a 

meeting   with   me.     I   agreed   to   go  to 

Newcaftle  Houfc  next  Friday. 

10.  I  went  firft  to  Lord  Hallifax,  and  thea 

to  Newcaftle  Houfe.  I  was  much  preffed 
to  join  his  Grace,  but  I  abfolutely  reflifed' 
being  for  the  Ruffian  fubfidy  on  any  ac- 
count. 

19.  I  fettled  preliminaries,  which,  with  the 

eonveriation  at  Newcaftle  Houfe,  are  to  be 
found  among  my  papers. 

Nov.  20.  MefTrs  Pitt,  Legge,  and  George  Gren- 
rile  received  letters  of  difmiffion,  and 
James  Grenville  refigned  the  Board-  of 
Trade. 

Dec.  17.  I  went,  by  defire,  to  Newcaftle  Houfe. 
His  Grace  with  many  aflurances  of  confi- 
dential friendfhip,  told  me,  that  he  had  the 
King's  permiffion-  to  oiier  me  the  Treafury 
of  the  Navy,  which  I  accepted. 

I  waited 
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I  waited  upon  the  Princefs  to  acquaint    1755- 
her  with  what  had  paffed — but  her  Royal  D^c.  19; 
Highnefs  received  me  very  coolly. 

I  kiffed  the  King's  hand  as  Treafurer  of     22. 
the  Navy. 

Queftion-  upon  the  dividing  the  Vice   1756. 
Treafurerfhip  of    Ireland  into  three.     It  Jan.  26. 
was  propofed   and   fupported   by  Meflrs. 
Pitt,  Potter,  and  their  friends. 

I  was  fent  for  to  Newcaftle  Houfe  about  Feb.  4. 
the  Loan,  which  failed  from  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard's afFedtation  of  fhewing  his  fuperior 
credit  and  abilities,  by  railing  money  at  a 
price,  at  which  it  is  not  to  be  had  in  the 
quantity  wanted.  I  fubfcribed  50,000/. 
publick  money. 

The  American  bill  was  read  the  third     26. 
tiilie,  whicb  was  oppofed*,  with  infuiFera- 
ble  length  and  gbftinacy,  hy  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  friends. 

I  waited  on  the  Dtikc  of  Newcaftle,  who  May  6. 

told 
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1756*  told  me  with  much  warmth  and  anxiety. 
May  6.  that  they  had  had  an  account  by  the  Spa- 
nifh  Minifter,  that  the  French  finifhed 
their  debarkation  upon  Minorca,  the  20th 
inftant.  That  they  had  taken  Mahon, 
and  pretended  to  take  St.  Philip's,  by  the 
end  of  the  month.  And  alfo,  that,  as  foon 
as  they  had  finifhed  their  debarkation, 
Monf.  de  la  Galiffioncre  flood  out  to  fea, 
off  the  Ifland,  to  intercept  our  fuccours ; 
fo  that,  before  now,  there  mufl  have  been 
a  naval  ad:ion  between  him  and  Byng. 
Galiffionere  has  twelve  fhips  of  the  line, 
and  Byng  ten  very  good.  I  faid,  as  we 
were  alone,  that  'twas  aflonifhing  that 
.  Byng  was  not  there  a  month  ago.  He  faid, 
he  was  not  ready,  and  he  was  obliged  to  ftay 
two  or  three  days  for  his  lafl:  200  men. 
That  we  had  but  63  fhips  of  the  line  in 
Europe,  and  even  thofe  flill  wanted  4000 
men.  That  it  was  impar  congrejfus,  and 
that  Mirepoix  had  told  him,  that  30  of 
his  mafler's  fhips  would  amufe  80  of  ours. 
That,  if  Hawke  and  Bofcawen  did  not  join, 
we  had  no  naval  force  equal  to  what  the 
enemy  had  at  Brefl.     I  afked,    why  were 

you 
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you  not  ready?    why  have  you  not  more    1765. 
fhips,  and  more  men?   he  replied,  he  had    May 6. 
not  the  diredtion  of  the  fea,  and  his  Grace 
laid  a  great  deal   of  blame  there.     And 
without  naming  Lord  Anfon,   he  fhewed 
himfelf  extremely  difatisfied  with  him; 
but  conjured  me,  upon  my  honour,  not  to 
mention  to  any  body,  what  he  had  faid 
upon  that  head.     He  concluded  by  infift- 
ing  that  the  ifland  muft  be  retaken. 

I  called  upon  Mr.  Fox.  He  was  full  7- 
of  concern.  He  would  have  fent  a  fqua- 
dron,  and  a  ftrong  one,  the  firft  week  in 
March,  but  could  not  prevail.  Lord  Anfon 
affuredhim,  and  took  it  upon  himfelf,  that 
Byng's  fquadron  would  beat  any  thing  the 
French  had,  or  could  have  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. 

Mr.  Fox  came  to  me  in  the  Houfe,  and  «> 
after  faying  that  he  muft  fhortly  call  on 
me,  to  talk  a  little  freely,  as  he  was  very 
uneafy  at  the  pofture  of  publick  affairs, 
and,  particularly,  with  his  own  fituation. 
That  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  was  unufually 

light 
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^7S6-    light   and   trifling,    yefterday,   when  his 
^«y»7' Grace  dined  with  him:   that  he  was  ex- 
tremely pleafed  with  what  he   (Fox)  had 
declared,  on  Friday  laft,   in  the  Houfe, 
which  was,  that  Lord  Anfon  authorized 
him  to  fay,  that  the  Duke  had  never  ob- 
Arudted  the  .fending -fooner  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean,  (which  was  more,   fays  he,  than 
he  could  ever  make  Lord  Anfon  fay  before) 
but  that  they  were  all  agreed  upon  that 
point,    &c.     That,    'therefore,    no   body 
blamed  him ;  that  the  city  imputed  nothing 
to  bim,  as  the  fea  was  not  his  province. 
Fox  afked  him,  from  whence  he  had  that 
news — he  replied,  from  Garraway's.    Fox 
faid,  that,  if  he  could  believe  any  thing  he 
heard,  the  city  were  extremely  difpleafed 
with  the  leaving  Minorca  expofed,   and 
that,  generally,  it  would  be  ever  true,  that 
thofe  who  had  the  chief  diredtion  in  an 
Adminiftration,  would   bear  the   greateft 
fhare  of  blame,  and  that  thofe  people  de- 
ceived him,  who  told  him  it  was  other- 
wife  now.     The  Duke  ftill  perfifted  that 
nobody  thought  him  to  blame,  and  that, 
after  the  declaration  laft  Friday,  the  Houfe 

of 
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of  Commons  was  fatisfied  with  him;  Fox  i7S&* 
replied,  he  did  not  know  from  whom  his  May  17. 
Grace  had  his  information  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  but  it  appeared  plainly  to  him, 
that,  when  Mr.  Pitt  charged  the  lofs  of 
Minorca  upon  his  Grace,  and  he  had  de- 
fended him,  as  anfwerable  only  in  an  equal 
degree  with  others,  all  their  friends  hung 
their  heads,  and  not  a  man  of  them  was,  or 
feemed  to  be,  perfuaded,  that  a  fquadron 
could  not  be  fooner  fent,  or  that  all  had 
been  done,  which  could  be  done.  He 
(Fox)  indeed  had  defended  his  Grace  in 
every  thing  where  he  could  defend  him; 
but  in  one  thing,  he  never  could,  which 
was,  in  his  not  believing;  it  muft  be  war, 
and  in  not  arming  fooner.  The  Duke  ftill 
infifted,  that  nobody  could  think  him  to 
blame.  Mr.  Fox  went  on  and  faid,  that 
this  intelligence  came  from  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon,  who  was  a  weak  man,  &c. 
That  he  thought,  he  himfelf  had  fully  an- 
fwered  all  that  could  be  expefted,  or  which 
he  had  engaged  for,  and  hoped,  that  I 
thought  fo  too:  but  he  found  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle's  whole  behaviour  to 

him. 
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^'^  *  him,  that  the  Duke  was  not  at  all  fatisfied 
^^  '^*  with  what  he  had  done.  Was  it  not  true 
that  the  chief  in  an  Adminiftration  would 
always  be  the  moft  obnoxious  ?  I  anfwered, 
yes :  unlefs  they  had  any  one  to  make  a 
fcape-goat.  He  feemed  alarmed,  and  aiked 
me,  if  I  thought  him  likely  to  be  a  fcapc 
-goat  and  dwelt  upon  the  expreflion.  I 
told  him,  as  the  truth  was,  that  I  had  not 
Aim  in  any  degree,  fo  much  as  in  my  con- 
templation, and  I  had  no  fuch  apprehen- 
fions.  Mr.  Fox  continued  and  faid,  he 
was  very  uneafy ;  that  the  country  was  in 
a  fad  way,  but  if  it  was  in  a  better,  thofe, 
who  had  the  direction  of  it,  could  no 
more  carry  on  this  war,  than  his  three 
children.  That  he  himfelf  had  always 
hinted  at  fending  a  fquadron  to  Mix>orca 
fooner;  and  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
prefTed  it  ftrongly,  fo  long  ago  as  laft 
Chriftmas.  I  then  afked  him,  whether 
there  was  any  truth  in  the  report,  that  the 
Princes  George  and  Edward  were  to  be 
kept  at  Kenfington.  He  replied,  he  fan- 
cied there  were  fome  grounds  for  it,^  but 
he  was  not,  in   the  leaft,   trufted  oit  con- 

)[ulted 
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fultcd  abaut  it;  but  he  knew!  (though. not  *75<^? 
from  them)  that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  May  17, 
and  the  Chancellor  had  had  two  conferen- 
ces upon  that  fubjedt,  and  though  .private 
conferences  between  them  were  nothing 
new;  for  he  fuppof^d  they  had  them  every 
night,  yet,  they  .had  had  two,  particularly 
on  this  fubjedt ::  ^nd  he  jvould  inform  me 
how  he  knew  it.  They  were  overheard  in 
an  entry,  enough  to  learn  the  fubjeft  of 
thofe  converlations,  though  not  the  refult 
of  them.  That,  when  every  thing  was 
fettled,  he  fuppoled  Lords  Holdernefle^ 
Waldgrave,  andhimfelf  fliould  be  called  in^ 
and  a  minute  of  it  would  then  be  made,  and 
carried  to  the. King  as  their  joint  advice. 
That  he  was  ready  to  fign,  upon  any  of 
the  King's  affairs,  how  delicate  foever: 
but  whether  he  (hould  fign  as  his  advice, 
what  others  had  fettled  and  digefted, 
without  having  it  any  way  communicated 
to  him,  was  what  he  wanted  to  talk  with 
me  about,  and  to  know  my  opinion.  I 
thought  this  converfation  much  too  deli* 
cate  to  be  holden  upon  the  benches,  and  I, 
C  c  once 
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I7S6«  dacc»  made  him  ixiovt  his  place,  but  h» 
Wkytj.  would  go  OA. 

I  went  to  the  Duke  of  Ncwcaftle's;  he 
would  have  talked  about  what  had  pafled^ 
the  daj  before,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Qpoa  the  committee  of  the  Millipn  dill, 
which  gires  the  Treafury  the  unpreceden- 
ted power  of  borrowing,  without  limi- 
ting the  rate  of  intereft.  Sir  George 
Lyttktoh^s  candour  in  opening  it  made 
him  inform  the  Houie  widi  this  dangerous 
and  unnecdTary  innovation,  which  produ- 
ced a  debate  and  diviiion,  where  the  Trea- 
fury rejefted  the  limitation  offered  to  be 
inserted,  bya»^  voice  only.  None  of  us 
were  acquainted  either  with  the  innovation, 
or  of  Sir  George's  dclign  to  go  into  the 
committee  that  day)  fo  that  the  numbers 
were  but  37  and  36,  I  declined  talking 
iRrith  his  grace  upon  the  fubjeft,  telling 
hinx  it  was  too  bad.  He  prcffed  me  much 
iogojdown  to  the  Report,  which  I  re^ 
ceivcd  coolly,,  and  I  changed  the  fubjeft  t6 
confidering  what  new  encouragement 
fliould  be  given,  as  a  deputation  of  mer- 
chants 


[    587    ] 

chants,, had beea  with  mis  i«po»  ihitlieadL    ^756. 

He  req^elkdme  to  talk  with  Lord  Anfon.  May  .17. 

I  thjen  profled  \  hiln  ibottt.Lofd  Haliifidc. 

Tfe  Duke  ej^p^€£fed  j^n  ;wrneft  defire  to 

preferve    hi^  Lordfhip>  ^ftifwifliip,  ibirt 

ph)teftedi>  he  eould  nq  morb  .gel  hini  a^blue 

ribband,  than  he  could  get  the  Kingdom 

of  Ireland  for  me.     I  faid,   I  conceived 

that  was  the  .miftake.     That  though   I 

wiflied  Lord  Hallifax  had  the  Garter,  yet  I 

never  memipned  it,  orjraeairt  it^  v^teit  I 

,meant^  Was  the  Cabiaet^.  Lord  HaHi£ik 

froni  ftation,  fcrvices,  and  BBcrit,   had  a 

fight  to  it:  his  Grace's  ownrintcreftloud>- 

ly  called  for  it,  and  could  not  «fe  do  that  ? 

he  ftrongly  deckred,  he  would  thihk  bf  it, 

and  do  all  h?  could,  as  foion»as  the  feffioh 

was  concluded:,  but  he,  had  talked  with 

Lord   Hallifax'^  friends^  and  underftobd 

that  the  Cabinet  would  not  fatisfy  him. 

I   replied,  make  his  Lordfliip  to   blame 

then :  fhew  you  have  done  for  him,  what 

©yerj  one  knows  you  can  and  ought  to  do; 

and  if,  at  laft,  you  arc  to  break  ^ ,  break  at  Idift 

.upon  a  point  where  you  havefome  ground  to 

depend  upon,  and  not  where  you  have  none, 

C  c  2  in 
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1756.  in  declining  to  do  what  you  can  do,  be- 
May  17-  caufe  you  do  not  attempt  what,  poffibly, 
there  may  be  fome  doubt  about  i  H«  was 
very  uneafy,  and  proteftcd/ with  great  car- 
neftnefs,  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  oblige  Lord  Hallifax,  as  fooo  as  the 
Parliament  rofc. 

«••         War  declared  with  France. 

Jane  z.       I  heard  that  a  meifage  in  writing  had 
been  fent  to  the  Prince,  from  the  King, 
oiFering  him  an  allowance  of  40,000/.  per 
annum,  and  an  apartment  in  the  palaces  of 
Kenfington  and  St.  James's.     The  anfwCT 
was  full  of  high  gratitude  for  the  allowance, 
but  declining  the  apartment,  on  account 
of  the  mortification  it  would  be  to  his  mo- 
ther; though  it  is  well  known  that  he  does 
not  live  with  her,  either  in  town  or  country. 
The  Spanifh  Ambaflador  had  an  account 
of  an  engagement,  between  Byng  and  the 
French,  in  the  Mediterranean~Byng  had 
thirteen  fhips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates; 
the  enemy  had  twelve,  and  four  frigates : 
it  lafted  four  hours,  when,  by  the  advantage 
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of  the  wind,  the  Englifli  flood    out  of  ijsf^^ 
gunfhot,  and  were  out  of  fight  the  next  Tone  2. 

'■'■■■,  ' '  *■ 

Mf.  Fox  fhewed  me  Byng's  ftrange  kt-      a6. 
ter  of  the  a^iqn,  and  yet  ilranger  council 
ofwsu:;    . 

I  had  a  note  from  Mr.  Fox  that  things   oa.  2. 
went  ill,  and  I  dined  with  him  on  the  14th, 
when  he  appeared  to  be  in  an  extraordinary 
perturbation, 

Mr*  Pitt  was  fent  for  to  town,  and  came.      19. 
He  returned,  rejeSing  all  terms,  till  the 
puke  of  Newcaftle  was  removed. 

The  King  fent  for  Fox,  and  told  hinj,      «7. 
that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  would  refign, 
and  bade  him  think  of  aQ  Adminiftratibn. 

Fox  met  Mr.  Pitt  at  the  Prince's  levee, 
who  declined  giving  him  a  meeting,  or 
treating  with  him  (Fox)  at  all^ 

The  Duke,  gf  Devonfliire  was  fent  into      3»' 
C  c  3  the 
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X756*    the  country  to  Mr.  Ktt^  whp  gave  a  po&^ 
oa.31.  tiveexiiluliph  toMr.Fox* 

Nov.s.  I  faw  Lord  Hillfborough,  who  fancies 
the  Court  will  not  fubmit  to  Mr.  Pitt*—- 1 
think  othcrwife.. 

3*         LordHallifax  told  me,  Mr.  Pitt's  demands 
arc  agreed  to^  and  he  will  ad  with  them«. 

4*  The  Duke  of  Devon£hire,  after  having 

agreed  to  accept  the  Treafury,- with  Fox  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  went  to  fettle 
it  with  the  King,  and  came  out,  from  the 
prefence,  with  Legge  for  his  Qlwncrilor^-^ 
This  is  incredible*  buttrue>. 

11.         The  Duke  of  Newcaftle  refigned. 

12-     ..  Mr.  Fox  refignedj.and  the  Duke  of 
Devonlhire  kifled  hands  for  the  Treafury. 

15.         The  Duke  of  Devonfhire' called  at  my. 
houfe,   and    left    word   he  would  come 
again  to-morrow.    I  fent  to  let  him  know, 
I  would  wait  on  hia  Grace,,  and  tajccord- 

ingiy. 


ingly  went  to  Devonfliire  Houfc.  The  175$. 
Duke  t<^d  me,  that  he  was  forced  hy  the  Nov.  15. 
King  to  take  the  employment  he  held: 
that  his  Grace  was  ordered  to  go  to  Mir* 
Pitt,  and  know  upon  what  conditions  he 
would  ferve :  that,  in  the  arrangement 
Pitt  and  his  friends  made,  my  office  was 
demanded — he  was  very  forry  for  it— he 
was  not  concerned  in  it — and  he  behaved 
very  civilly,  &c.  &c. 

A  motion  for  sooj^ooo/.  for  an  ar^ny '«f    1757. 
obfervation  in  Gerniany  agreed  to,  without  Feb.  18. 
debate  or  divifion.  Mr.  Tucker  had  agreed 
with  Mr.  George  Grenville  to  be  Paymaftor 
of  the  Marines,  aod  for  Govqrnor  GretivUJe  ' 
to  be  chofen  in  his  place.     The  King  fent 
to  Fox  to  know  if  he  could  prevent  it,  and 
if  he  thought  I  would  interpofe :   Mr.  Fox 
iaid,    he  fuppofed,  if  his  Majcfty  coip- 
manded  me,  I  would.     The  King  ordered 
Fox  to  fpeak  to  me-^-^he  did,  and  I  ftopt  it. 
This  is  the  firft  ftep  towards  turning  ol^t 
Lord  Temple. 

The  Puke  of  Newcafte,  who  had  r©-  March;. 
C  c  4  figned. 
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1757.  figiicd,  would  not  move :  the  Kiiig  grew 
March  7.  impatient  to  get  rid  of  the  Miniftiy, 
which  he  had  impofed  upon  himfelf^  and  threw 
himfelf  upon  Fox  to  form  a  new  Admi- 
niftration.  We  agreed  to  begin  with  dif- 
miffing  Lord  Temple ;  I  propofed  Lord  ' 
Hallifax  for  the  Admiralty,  the  King  con- 
iented  to  it,  and  I  was  to  negociate  the  af- 
fair with  him, 

9-  Mr.  Fox  and  I  had  a  long  corivcrfation 

about  this  fcttlemcnt.  We  agreed  that,  (as 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  to  whom  the  firft 
place,  and  the  nomination  to  the  others, 
was  fcveral  times  offered  and  prefled  even 
by  the  King  himfelf,  had  refufed  to  afl 
asyety)  an  Adminiftration  fhould  be  formed, 
where  a  firft  place  fhbuld  be  ready  to 
receive  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle :  but  none 
of  the  old  Miniftry  fhould  be  employed  at 
firft,  till  the  enquiry  was  over,  &:c.  The 
Duke  of  Devonfhire  to  be  at  the  head  of 
the  Treafury,  Lord  George  Sackville  to  be 
Secretary.  I  declined  being  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  but  if  Lord  Hallifax  ac 
A  pepted  the^Admii?alty,  I  agreed  to  accept  of 

tb« 
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the  Board  df  Trade*    The  Kittg  ftill  eager   iys7- 
for  the  change*  March  9, 

N*  B,  During  this  while.  Lord  Hallifax, 
(upon  whofc  friendship  and  concurrence  I 
depended  from  repeated  affurances,  and  to 
whom  I  had  communicated  all  this  tran- 
fa<£^ion,  and,  till  now,  without  authority) 
privately  faw  and  negociated  with  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle^  and  took  meafures  with  him 
to  defeat  it..  What  makes  this  the  more 
furprifiog  is,  that  always  before,  at  that 
very  time,  and  ever  iince,  he  hais  fpoken  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftlc  to  me  and  others, 
as  a  knave  and  a  fool,  in  the  ftrongefl:  terms. 

Mr.  Fox  called  upon  Meffrs.  Pitt  and  21. 
Legge,  and  made  them  difown  the  prevail- 
ing lye,  fpread  by  their  friends,  of  troops 
being  to  go  from  hence,  with  the  Duke, 
to  Germany :  they,  each  of  them,  refpec- 
tively,  difowned  any  knowledge,  or  belief 
of  any  fuchpropofition.  In  lefs  than  three 
toohths  afterwards,  Mr.  Pitt  gave  above  a^ 
million  of  Ehglifh  money,  and  fent  what 
^as  called  lo;ooo  (fomewhat  more  than 

7000) 


iTS7»   7000)  Eagli(h  foldicrs,  t&  that  very  mnj^ 
U$t.  tu  when  it  was  commanded  by  another  Prince. 

^2.  The  Minifters,  after  all  their  threats,  not 
puihing  the  enx|uiry.  Fox  moved  for  it^  to 
be  entered  upon,  by  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  on  the  19th  of  April,  which 
was  evidently  throwing  it  into  contempt. 

as-  Fq«  came  to  me^  to  fee  Lord  Hallifax, 
and  ha  told  hinij  that  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
ion  had  accepted  the  feals  by  the  King's 
CQijamaRd ;,  that  Lord  Mansfield  approved 
of  tha  fyftem,  and  faid»  in  the  flxongeft 
tenBS»  that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  ought 
to  do  fo  too.  Lord  Hallifax  acquiefced 
Upon  that  condition ;  but  he  underftood,  I 
fuppofe,  by  his  private  dealings  with  the 
Pukeof  Newcaitie,  that  Robinfon  was  Qot  to 
accept<~LordHalli^  writes  to  Robinfo^ 
who  anfwers  him>  that  he  has  had  fome 
talk  about  the  matter ;  but  not  haying  re** 
ceived  any  account  how  it  would  end,.  Qtn- 
^not  give  his  Lordfhip  the,  information  hp 
defires,  but  at  the  izmQ  time  expreiles  a 
wiih  to  iee  him*  LQrd  HalUfkx:  imme- 
diately 


ditte^ii!aks'Jiw'8ir.TlM)iiWift$k«!>Awf«fns  ^7S^ 
and  t^oijts^  that  RQyii|(>n,  witji  a  0$^  Vi».  ^. 
AibttiiffiT«  ptetinblfti'hftd  fent  ap  j^fol}*^^ 
ffc&i£d  (butiKDitdij&pproiviDg  tbie  }>ia»).  ^ 
adde4  that '  he  covjid  9Qt^.  q»«ii  OPt,  WQ)|lkl  . 
not  accepft.-i-«So.aJl iw  ai  aftand*     .'....; .. 

I  went'  to  I^xipd  HilU&x,  whothiii^vmir     h- 
ten  to  Fox»  that  hff  WDwldaccqM:^  i£  Ro- 
binfon '  took  the  &%ls^r^wJ^ci  b€  kp^m^  Atf 
the  fame  time  y  Robinfon  would  not  .t^^t^^ ;,,: ; 

.  A  Qseifage  Mras.  ient  fr<>aQi '  ihs^i  J^iog;  to  2& 
the;  Duko.ofNewcaitte^.  to  qfifcr  hijni  19 
come  in  apift  :j  if  ivJt,  to.  %»  if  hft;M»cii^i^ 
Support  the  prefqixtrpko^; :  if  oot  fitppqct  i*^ 
to  name  wha^  plan  he;  WQ^ld.fl^port#.  but 
to  fpeak  pofitively,  for  his  Mig«ft/ .would 
not  admit  of  zhj  more  evdHve.  a&fw:ei:)i» 
We,  hkmcvcty  think  he  wiU  Itanre  Q)m>.arfd 
thccefore  conchide  iti.moft  adyiie&lfi  l9 
jBmcc  Rohihfon  fo  be  Secretary. 

Lord  Wlnchelfea  kiffed.  l»iai)S:  fbcf  f  ite  April  5* 

Admirahrj^.  :    .;.  ?    ;  .  .    ..•/..•  r/: 

Mr. 
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i75jk  Mr.  Pitt  difmiffcd.  Mn  Fox  and  I wcit 
April  6.  ofdered  from  the  King»  by  Lord  Holder* 
neile^  to  come  and  kifs  his  hand  as  Fay- 
mafter  of  the  Army>  and  Treafurer  of  the 
Navy.  We  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland our  refpe€tfol  thanks  and  ^ccep- 
tance  of  the  offices ;  but  we  thought  it 
would  be  more  for  his  Majefty's  fcrvice, 
not  to  enter  upon  them  publickly,  till  the 
enquiry  was^  over ;  which  the  King  ap* 
proved  of.  '      , 

N.  B.  The  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  prepared, 
and  all  along  informed  by-Lord  Hallifax 
(who  a£ted  ihsamefully  in  the  affair)  joins 
Pitts  takes  the  Treafury;  makes  fitt  Se- 
cretary  again ;  Lord  Temple,  Privy  Seal ; 
Lord  Anfon,  the  head  of  the  Admiralty ; 
&c.  &c.  and  his  Grace  tells  Lord  Hallifax, 
that  it  is  fettled,  he  (Hallifax)  fhpuhibe  the 
third  Secretary  for  the  Plantations ;  which 
was  his  Lordfhip's  objed,  and  for  which 
he  had  overturned  our  whole  pjan.  Lord 
Hallifax  tells  all  his  friends  of  if  1  :he  goes 
to  Court  and  talks  to  Pitt  about  it,  as  a 
hing  fettled:  Pittfbred  at^himi  and  told 

his 
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his  Uard(hip  very  coolly,  and  very  truly,  1757* 
that  he  never  had  heard  one  word  of  it,  and  April  6« 
he  did  not  conceive,  that  any  body  had  a 
right  to  curtail  his  office  to  that  degree, 
:which  was,  already,  too  much  encroached 
upon  by  tl^  Board.  Lord  Hallifax,  covered 
with  confufion,  goes  away  in  a  rage,  writes 
an  angry  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
complains  to  the  King,  but  meeting  no 
great  comfort,  he  refigns— but  afks  one  or 
two  things  for  his  friends,  and  is  refufed. 
The  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  as  Lord  Hallifax 
fays,  behaved  with  the  utmoft  meannefs ; 
he  owned  he  had  not  fpoke  to  Pitt  about 
it,  and  that  his  reafon  was,  Pitt  looked  Jo 
much  out  of  humour  ^  that  he  durft  not.  Lord 
Halifax  talked  of  his  Grace  every  where 
in  the  moft  opprobrious  terms,  as  the  ob- 
joft  of  his  contempt  and  deteftation— ^«/ 
as  his  Grace  had  not  filled  up  the  office, 
his  Lordihip,  about  Michaelmas,  conde- 
fcended  to  take  it  up  again,  juft  as  he 
left  it. 

"'—  The  King  kept  his  word  with  Fox,  and 

made 
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1757*    laade  him  Paym^ftPr^— tbiwiiis  M^t&f  was 
April  6.  oot  pkafcfd  tp.  b^hftve  ic>  to  ibew 

j  .  .  •  '  1  ^  /. 
Thus  eftdcd  this  attempt  to  deliyer  the 
Kitig  from  hands  he  did  not  Jike^iiand  it 
failedfjrom  Lord  Hallifax'e  dupliffitivvrhich 
dr^w,  9  greater  afiront  upon  hirli^  than  I 
.  ever  \«member  bffbrcd  to  anjr  jbody  ;  firofn 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's  treachery  and  in- 
gratitude^  who,  after  having  given  ibis  ww^ 
to  the  King»  that  he  would  ncVcr  join  Mr. 
Pitt^  but  by  his  Majefty's  confent^  forced 
the  King  to  confent ;  and  by  his  Maj^'^ 
timidity,  who  dared  not  to  fupport  any 
body^  levcn  in  his  own  caufe* 

Sept.  The  fccret  expedition  was  fbondid  on 
the  information  of  one  Clarke^  i  Lieattbant 
irt  the  Train>  who  told  the  Minifliry  that 
he  paiTed  through  the  place  fome  y<fof  s  ago, 
and  was  {hewn  the  works^  as  aai  £Agli(h 
officer^  by  order  of  the  Govctnot  rthat  the 
ditch  was  dry ;  the  fortifications,  gatri&n, 
.  &c.  fuch  as  might  be  taken  by  ftorm.  This 
was  believed,  and  then^  without  the:firther 

exami- 
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examination  of  any  one  perfon  but  a  French  «7S7 
piititi  ITiicrry,  General  Mwdaunt  was  fent  Sept^ 
out. 

It  fails,  9- 

It  arrives  near  Rocliefort;  ^o. 

It  takes  Aix.  Mordaunt  propofcd  land^  aj- 
ing  at,  and  taking  Tort  Fouras.  Thierry 
offered  to  bring  a  fhip  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  and  to  lay  her  in  foft 
mud  at  the  ebb  (which  afterwards  appeared 
he  could  not  do)»     Hawke  refufed  a  ihip. 

Spent  in  founding  for  another  landing,       «4« 
and  one  .was  found  four  miles  farther. 

Council  of  war.  Queftion  if  the  ditch  was  25. 
dry  ?  The  pilot  of  the  Neptune,  who  had 
lived  fevend  years  at  Rochefort,  affirnied  he 
knew  it  to  be  wet.— TheFrenchpilot  con- 
firmed il— Clarke  perfifted  it  was  dry-^ 
Was  aflced,  in  cafe  it  was  wet,  ceuld  the 
place  be  taken  by  efcakde*--anfwered,  n6. 
The-coancil  wa^th^n  unanimous,  ihat  the 

'    attempt 
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1757.  attempt  upon  the  place  was  impradticable. 
Sept,  25.  The  difficulties  of  landing  at  the  new  dif- 
covered  fpot  were  very  great— the  tranf- 
ports  could  not  come  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  tbeihore— thefhips  of  war  not  within 
a  league — there  was  a  row  of  fand  banks 
upon   the  ihore^  fufficient   to  conceal  a^ 
number  of  men— the  pilots  who  had  lived 
there>  faid,  that  he  had  known  a  weftern 
gale  blow  off  ihore^  for  fevcn  weeks  toge- 
ther^  fo  iliff  that  no  boat  could  land  upon 
the  coaft. 

However,  Mordaunt,  though  refufcd 
the  protedion  of  one  fhip,  but  terrified, 
perhaps,  with  the  fate  of  Byng,  refolved 
to  land  wherever  he  could,  to  try  to  take 
Fouras  and  look  at  Rochefort, 

26.  Spent  in  looking  after  better  landings, 
but  finding  none,  Mordaunt  embarks  his 
troops  the  28th,  at  night,  but  the  wind 
made  it  unadvifeable  to  land.  The  next  day^ 
Hawke  declared  that  if  Mordaunt  would 
take  upon  himfelf  the  cpnfequences  ^  of 
keeping  the  great  (hips  outi  at  that  feafbn 

of 
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of  the  year,  he  would  ftay;  otherwife,  he  1757. 
muft  go  home.  Mordaunt  would  not  do  Sept.  26. 
that,  fo  they  returned  together.  A  nd  thus 
ended  this  expedition,  contrived  with  fo 
much  fecrccy,  that  every  thing,  necefrar3r 
to  its  fuccefs,  was  a  fecret  to  the  contriver 
himfelf. 

As  a  proof  of  this,  d  year  afterwards, 
when  Mordaunt  (who  certainly  fhould 
have  had  living  witnefles  of  the  futility  of 
the  plan)  had  been  brought  to  a  trial,  and^ 
alfo,  worried  by  all  the  low  Court  flatter- 
ers and  fcriblers,  it  happened  that  Capt. 
Dennis  took  the  Raifonable,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Rohan.  Mr.  Fox 
told  me,  that  being  with  Lords  Waldegrave 
and  Gower  together,  they  both^told  him, 
that  Dennis  had  aflured  each  of  them  fe- 
parately,  that  his  prifoner,  the  Chevalier 
de  Rohan,  had  told  him,  that  he  (the 
Chevalier)  was  at  that  time  in  Rochfort,  or 
la  Rochelle,  (the  Lords  in  comparing 
notes  had  no  other  doubt  in  their  narrative) 
and  that  our  enemy  had  7  or  8000  men 
there  at  leaft.  That  there  were  3,500  men 
D  d  behind 
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1757*  behind"  the  fand-banks,  and  there  was  a 
Sept.  264  mafked  battery  at  each  end.  That,  if  we 
had  landed  when  we  firft  appeared,  we 
fliould  have  embarrafled  them.  But  they 
thought  themfelves  betrayed,  when  they 
found  we  did  not  land  at  the  time  we  at- 
tempted it. 

Late  In  the  Autumn  this  year,  the  army, 
that  was  fuppofed  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of 
inaftivity  by  treaty,  took  the  field  again 
under  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  and  his  treaty  being 
difowned  by  the  King. 

In  the  month  of  June  or  July,  Sir  George 
Lee  told  me  (which  was  confirmed  after- 
wards by  Lord  Hallifax)  that  he  had  been 
more  than  once  follicited  to  be  Chancellor 
*  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 

in  the  Adminiftration  he  was  then  negoci- 
ating.  That  Sir  George  confented  not 
without  difficulty.  That  the  Friday  before 
Whitfunday  he  was  at  Newcaftle  Houfe, 
and  the  Duke  told  him,  that  all  was  fettled 
in  general  with  the  King,  and  that  he  was 

to 
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to  be  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ^  The  1757. 
Duke  fhewed  him,  what  he  faid  was,  the  Sept.  26. 
lift  in  detail,  which  he  was  going  to  carry 
to  the  King  at  Kenfington,  and  defired  to 
fee  Sir  George  the  next  morning-  Upon 
Sir  George's  telling  him,  that  he  was  to 
go  next  morning  to  his  brother  in  Bucks, 
the  Duke  preffed  him  to  ftay.  His  Grace 
was  aiked,  if  he  did  not  go  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  from  Kenfington — yes— Sir 
George  met  him  there,  and  the  Duke  told 
him  all  was  fettled,  and  that  the  King  a-^ 
greed  in  form  to  his  being  Chancellor  of* 
the  Exchequer;  upon  which  they  parted. 
Sir  George  being  to  return  on  Monday  of 
Tuefday.  Wheri  he  came  back  to  Town, 
he  found  the  fyftem  entirely  altered,  and 
another  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Legge)  made  part  of  it.  And  Sir  George 
further  told  rn^e,  that  he  never  had  had  any 
communication  from,  or  with  the  Duke 
t)f  Newcaftle,  either  by  word  of  mouth, 
note,  meflage,  or  common  friend,  fince  his 
parting  from  him  at  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
till  Sunday  the  i6th  July,  the  day  but  one 
preceding  our  converfation,  when  the 
D  d  2  Duke 
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1757.  The  Duke  of  Newcaftle  chiefly  treated 
Sept.  26.  with  Mr.  Pitt  by  the  Primate  of  Ireland, 
Stone/  One  day,  in  the  beginning  pf  the 
negociation,  when  Lord  Bute  and  Mr.  Pitt 
were  in  conference  with  the  Primate,  ai>d 
infifted  upon  very  extravagant  terms,  the 
Primate  beg'd  them  a^  a  fripAd,  to  b©  a 
little  more  moderate,  and,  b^for^  they  went 
fo  far^p  to  confider  whether  th^y  were  fute 
pf  all  their  friends,  ..They  were  furprifcd, 
and  faid,  they  thought  fo.  He  repliodt. 
jthat  he  thought  otherwife, .  and  cpuld,  if 
he  would,  (for  be  was  autborijid  to  do  it) 
tell  them  a  very  different  ftory.  Mr*  Pitt 
immediately  infifted  upon  knowing  it^  or 
he  would  treat  no  farther-  Upon  which, 
the  Primate  told  them  this  private  tranfac- 
tion  of  Legge  with  the  Dake  of  Newcaftle. 
This  difcovery  occafioned  great  codlnefs 
to  Legge  at  Leicefter  Houfe,  which^  as 
foon  as  he  pergeived,  gave  him  much  .  un- 
eafinefs,  At  laft  (I  think  from  Lord 
Hallifax)  Legge  found  out,  that,  in  return 
for  his  thinking  of  leaving  his  frienda  fer 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Dukp  had  .be- 
trayed him  tp  them,     lie  would  have  ex-. 

pof- 
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populated  with  his  friends,  but  they  would    i757- 
not  fuffcr  it,  and,  the  negociation  taking  Sept. 26, 
place  in  their  favour,  they  bade  him  take 
the  exchequer  feak  under  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftfe,  and  enter  into  no  further  ec- 
clairciflem^nt.     He  has,  done  fo,  detefted 
by  Mr*  Pitt  and  Leicefter  Houfe;  adring 
under  one,  whom  he  hates ;  who  hates  him,  • 
and  has  betrayed  him ;  breaking  faith  with 
Lord  Hallifax,  without  whom  he  engaged 
hinifelf  not  to  aft;   and  with  Ofwald,  to 
whom  he  had  pledged  his   honour,  never 
to  come  into  the  Treafury  without  him; 
And  all  this  for  quarter  day ! 

After  the  battle  of  Haftenbeck,  and  the    i7s8, 
difowning  the  Duke  and  the  convention 
of  Cloften  Seven,  by  the  King,    late  in 
,the  Autumn  of  the  laft  year,  the  Hanove- 
fian  army  again  took  the  field,  and  was 

commanded  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brtinf-      , 
wick, 

A  meffage  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  a  fupply  to  Jan.  18. 
keep  the  Hanoverian  army  togetfaer-^and 
100,000/.  was  granted. 

P  d  4  Com^ 
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1758*  Commodore  Howe  failed  from  St.  He- 
June  I.  lens  with  one  feventy  gun,  three  fifty  gun^ 
fhips,  feveral  frigates,  one  hundred  tranf- 
ports  having  on  board  fixteen  battalions, 
nine  troops  of  light  horfe,  and  all  prepa- 
rations for  a  fiege, .  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  Lord  George  Sack- 
ville.  General  Waldegrave,  &c.  Lord  An- 
fon  failed  the  fame  day, 

5*  They  arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Concalle,  near 
St.  Malo,  and  burned  a  few  fhips  of  no 
great  confequence  and  feveral  fmall  craft 
which  were  on  ground:  they  were  all 
fired  by  the  light  horfe.  After  flaying 
-  about  fix  days  without  attempting  St. 
Malo,  and  on  being  informed  there  was  a 
body  of  about  10,000  men  aflembled,  or 
afliembling  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  re- 
imbarked,  with  the  lofs  of  two  or  thred 
pien  on  a  fide.  They  continued  in,  or 
near  the  Bay  of  Concalle,  till  the  men  be- 
gan to  grow  fick,  ragged  and  loufy,  from 
want  of  room  in  the  tranfports,  and  were 
feduped  to  a  quart  of  ftinking  water  a  day. 

Our 
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Our  expedition  returned.  When  it  was  1758. 
known,  that  they  were  come  back,  it  occa-  July  i. 
fioned  great  difputes  among  the  Minifters, 
whether  they  fhould  land  or  not,  which 
lafted  till  the  5th  inftant;  when,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Cabinet,  it  was  determined  that 
the  men  fhould  land  (as  there  was  great 
ficknefs  among  them)  while provifions,  &c. 
were  preparing  for  them.  Thefe  orders 
were  fent  on  the  6th,  At  this  meeting, 
there  was  great  difference  of  opinion. 
Lord  Granville  declared,  he  was  always 
for  diftreffing  France  upon  the  Continent^ 
experience  had  taught  him ,  to  have  no 
great  exp^ftations  from  expeditions ;  he 
meant  no  reflexions  upon  the  late  ones,  nor 
to  make  his  court,  for  he  wanted  nothing; 
his  duty  alone  made  hini  fpeak,  &c.  Mr, 
Pitt  faid,  he  had  fufficiently  fhewn,  that 
he  was  for  fupporting  the  Continent,  by 
paying  an  army  of  50,000  men  for  its  de- 
fence. That  he  had  confented  to  fend 
10,000  more  from  hence.  But  ftill  he 
thought  that  expeditions,  and  keeping 
France  in  alarms  upon  the  coaft,  was  the 
moft.effe(5l:ual  way  to  diftrefs  her; — That 

expe-p 
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1758-  expeditions  had  always  fucceeded.  Did 
July  I.  you  not  take  Port  TOrient,  if  St,  Clair 
would  have  accepted  it  ?  Did  you  not  take 
Rochefort  laft  year?  it  was  entirely  at  your 
difpofition.  Have  you  not  taken  St.  Male  ? 
&c.  &c.  Lord  Ligonier  faid;  my  Lord 
Granville,  your  Lordfhip  muft  admit. 
Lord  Granville  interrupted  him  with,  my 
Lord,  I  will  admit  nothing;  your  Lord- 
fhip is  apt  to  admit,  but  I  will  admit 
nothing. 

10.  ^  The  10,000  men,  which  were  allowed 
by  Mr.  Pitt  for  Germany,  were  to  be 
commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
Lord  George  Sackville  and  General  Walde- 
grave,  all  having  deferted  the  expedition. 
Lord  George  faid,  he  would  no  longer  go 
Buccaneering :  the  King  refufed  to  let  him 
go  to  Germany,  but  his  Majefty  was  obli- 
ged to  fubmit, 

3K  The  expedition  again  put  to  fea,  with  a 

lefs  force  than  before:  three  of  the  re- 
giments, and  half  the  light  horfe,  having 
beeii  fent  to  Germany, 

A  fqua- 
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A  fquadron  of  twenty  Ruffian  and  ten   1758. 
Swedifh  fliips  of  the  line  with.tranfports  July  31. 
for  13,000  Ruffians  to  land  in  Pomerania, 
appear  in  the  Baltick — to  our  great  y»r- 
prife. 

It  appears  by  the  Duke  of  Marlbo-  Auguft  3. 
rough's  manifefto  to  the  magiftrates  of  St. 
Malo,  that  he  threatened  them  with  burn- 
ing the  country  in  his  pofleffion,  if  they 
did  not  order  the  inhabitants  back  to  their 
houfes,  and  diredt  them  to  fend  proper 
perfphs  to  him,  to  fettle  contributions. 
The  magiftrates  did  not  obey  his  orders, 
and  his  Grace  was  in  too  much  hafte  to 
return,  to  put  his  threats  in  execution. 

,An  account  canne  that  Cherbourg  fur-      h- 
rendjered  the  8th  iafttnt. — the  troops,  be- 
ing  two.  regiments,   withdrew.      There 
were  about  twenty  feven  fhips  ia  the  Har- 
boar-f*rthirty  pieces  of  hrafs  carinon  taken. 

After  having  demolifhed  the  bafon  and     21. 
the  forts,  our  troops  left  Cherbourg^   the 
1 6th,  without  any  raoleftation,  though  it 

is 
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J  7 58-    is  faid  there  was  a  great  body  of  troops  In 
Awg.  zi.the  neighbourhood. 

Sept.  1 6.  Our  troops  landed  the  4th  inftant  in 
Lunaire  Bay  and  burned  twenty  veflels. 
They  were  to  march  to  St.  Guildo,  the 
9th,  and  to  reimbark,  the  loth,  at  St.  Cas 
near  Matignon.  Our  troops  were  repulfed 
on  the  1 2th,  between  Matignon  and  St. 
Cas — and  returned  to  Portfmouth  the 
1 8th. 

oa.  15.  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman,  who  had  it 
from  Colonel  Cary,  that  upon  landing  at 
St.  Lunaire,  Colonel  Clerke  told  bim 
that  his  plan  was  ift,  thit  Lord  Howe 
ihould  bombard  the  forts  of  St.  Malo, 
while  they  of  the  land  were  to  take  the 
town  by  cfcalade.  That  being  impradi- 
cable  — adly,  that  they  fliould  go  to  St. 
Bride,  were  they  were  to  find  and  burn 
^co  fhips,  and  where  they  found  only  as 
many  fifhing  boats  as  might  be  worth 
about  50/.  3dly,  they  were  to  march  far- 
ther into  the  country,  to  intimidate  the 
French,  who  had  nothing  but  a  few  mi- 
litia 
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were  beaten  by  a  number  of  regular  troops  ^^-  '5- 
inferior  to  their  own. 

The  f^arliament  was  opened  by  commif-  Nov.  23. 
fion.  Univerfal  approbation  of  all  that 
has,  and  of  all  that  will  be  done.  The 
King  of  Pruffia's  viftories  worth  all  we 
have  given,  and  thofe  he  will  gain,  worth 
all  we  fhall  give.  Thus  this  country  feems 
to  think  at  prefent.  The  confpirators  ta- 
ken iip,  for  the  aflaffination  of  the  King  of 
Portugal,  the  third  of  September. 

The  appeal  of  the  Dutch  fhip,  America,  1759. 
was  heard.  She  was  condemned,  fhip  and  April  5. 
cargo,  as  French  :  in  going  direftly  to 
St.  Domingo,  and  unlading  there ;  in  be- 
ing reladen  by  Frenchmen  on  their  own 
account  ;  in  returning  diredlly  to  France, 
and  by  the  French  ordered  to  throw  all 
their  papers  overboard,  if  attacked  by  the 
Englifh,  which  they  did. 

Lord  Hallifax  palled  on  me,  and  told  May  16. 
me,  that  the  Duke. of  NewcalHe  was  ex- 
tremely 
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1759'  tremely  glad  of  having  a  vacancy  in  the 
May  16.  Treafury,  by  making  Lord  Befborough 
Poftmafter,  and  now  he  might  take  Mr. 
Ofwald,  and  all  v^ould  be  fettled  ;  but 
that  Lord  Bute  came  to  him,  in  the  name 
of  all  of  them  on  that  fide  of  the  Adminif- 
tration,  and  told  his  Grace  pofitively  that 
they  would  not  confent  to  Ofwald's  being 
in  the  Treafury ;  and  the  rather,  as  they 
knew  he  was  not  his  Grace's  man,  but 
was  fuggefted  to  him  by  Mr.  Legge  :  and 
this,  the  Duke,  very  much  frightened,  was 
pleafed  to  own.  He  added,  that  they 
thought  they  had  as  good  a  right  to  re- 
commend as  any  one,  and  they  expedied 
that  Mr.  Elliot  of  the  Admiralty  fhould 
fucceed  :  the  Duke  did  not  abfolutely  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  nomination,  but  he  did  in 
the  exclufion. 


T'he  Diary  feems  to  have  been  difcontinued 
from  this  Time^  till  051.  25,  1760. 


The 
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The  King  died  fuddenly  between  fevcn    1760. 
and  eight  in  the  morning,  of  which  I  re-  oa.aj. 
ceived  an  account  immediately,  and,  the 
fame  day,  I  fent  a  letter  to  Lord  Bute. 

I  kiffed  the  young  King's  hand.  30. 

I  was  to  wait  on  the  King,  in  his  clofet;  Nov.  14. 
and  afterwards  on  the  Princcfs,  at  Leicefter 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  with  me  to  let  me  know,      is. 
that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  was  defirous 
of  feeing  me  about  the  eled:ion  at  Wey- 
mouth.    I  deferred  giving  an  immediate 
anfwer. 

I  wrote  to  Lord  Bute,  defiring  him  to      19. 
fettle   the  anfwer,  I  fhould  fend  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

Mr.  Ellis  came  for  the  anfwer,  which     20. 
<vas,  that  I  beg'd  to  be  excufed  troubling 
his  Grace,   becaufe  my  intereft   at  Wey- 
mouth was  engaged  to  gentlemen,  who,  1 
could  not  doubt,  but  would  be  agreeable 

to 
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1760.    to  him,  bccaufc  I  had  reafon   to  believe 
Nov,  20.  they  would  be  acceptable  to  the  King. 

22.  Lord  Bute  fent  to  dcfire  to    fee  me  at 

'my  own  houfe,  in  Pali  Mall.  He  ftaid 
two  hours  with  me  :  we  had  much  ferious 
and  confidential  talk  :  he  gave  me  repeated 
aflurances  of  his  moft  generous  friendfliip, 
and  frefh  inftances  of  the  King's  benignity, 
by  his  Majefty's  order. 

^9'  Lord  Bute  came  to  me  by  appointment, 

and  ftaid  a  great  while.  I  prefTed  him 
much  to  take  the  Secretary's  office,  and 
provide  otherwifc  for  Lord  Holdernefie— 
he  hefitated  for  fome  time,  and  then  laid, 
if  that  was  the  only  difficulty,  it  could 
be  eafily  removed,  for  Lord  Holdernefie 
was  ready,  at  his  defire,  to  quarrel  with 
his  fellow  Minifters  (on  account  of  the 
flights  and  ill  ufage,  which  he  daily  ex- 
perienced) and  go  to  the  King,  and  throw 
up  in  feeming  anger,  and  then  he  (Bute) 
might  come  in,  without  feeming  to  difplace 
any  body.— I  own  the  expedient  did  not 
pleafe  me. 

I  was 
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I  was  at  council,  and  figned  a  letter  to    1760. 
check  the  government  of  Ireland  for  not   Dec.  3, 
fending  over  a  bill  of  fupply,  as  is  always 
the  form,  before  their  dilTolution  on   the 
deiiiife  of  the  Crown. 

Lord  Buckinghamfhire,  George  Town-  4« 
fliend,  Belendine,  Dafhwood,  Macky, 
Vaughan,  and  Stanley,  dined  with  me.— -^ 
Much  diffatisfaftion  at  the  King's  making 
Lord  Fitzmaurice,  Aid  de  Camp — and  the 
mea^fure  of  bringing  country  Lords  and 
confiderable  gentlemen  about  the  King,  as 
Lord  Litchfield,  Mr.  Berkley,  &c.  ridi- 
culed by  the  creatures  of  the  Adminif- 
tration. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  refigned  .the  8. 
Bedchamber,  which  he  had  juft  afked  for, 
becaufe  Lord  Fitzmaurice  was  put  before 
his  brother.  I  had  feveral  friends  to  dine 
with  me,  when  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 
affair  was  much  canvaffed.  Lord  Hallifax 
faid,  that  the  Duke  had  afTured  the  perfon, 
from  whom  his  Lordfhip  heard  it,  that 
E  e  the 
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1760.    the  King  lent  and  offered  his  Grace  the 
Dec.  8.    Bedchamber— which  is  not  true. 


The  whole  afFair,  as  I  had  it  from  Lord 
Bute,  was  this—The  Duke,  after  having 
talked  very  offenfively  of  the  Scotch,  on 
the  promotion    of  Sir  Henry   Ere&ine, 
afked,  in  a  private  audience  of  the  King, 
to  be  of  his  Bedchamber:  his  Majefty  gave 
him  a  civil,  but  not  a  decifive  anfwefr  and 
acquainted  Lord  Bute  with  it,  who  told 
his  Majefty,  that  the  Duke's  quality  smd 
his  age  made  him  a  very  proper  fervant  to 
be  about  his  perfbn,   upon  which  Lord 
Bute  was  ordered  to  let  tlie  Duke  know 
that  the  King  accepted  his  fervice>  which 
Lord  Bute  performed,  and  then  mentioned 
to  the  Duke,  how  his  Grace's  behaviour 
about  Sir  Henry  Erelkine  was  particularly 
ofFenfive  to  him  (But^).     The  King  was 
difpleafed  that  he  was  not  informed  of  it 
before,  and  Lord  But^  faid,  that  he  thought 
the  Duke  a  proper  fervant  for  his  Majefty^ 
and  as  fuch^  recommended  him,  but  not  as 
his  friend.     The  Duke  came  to  fee  Lord 
Bute,  to  thank  him  for  his  kind  offices,  and 

to 


[•4^9     ] 
to  difown  all  political  connexions   with   1760. 
Mr.  Fox.     Lord  Bute  faid,  that  the  King  Dec,  8. 
had  no  manner  of  objection  to  Mr.  Fox, 
and  that  he  himfelf  had  a  great  regard  for 
him  perfonally :  and  then  Lord  Bute  feirly 
told  thti  Duke/  that  the  King  knew  how 
he  had  talked  al^out  Sir  Henry  Erefkine's 
affair,  and  of  him   (Bute)  in  particular; 
which  the  Duke  endeavoured  to  palliate, 
and  faid,  it  had  been  much  aggravated. 

Lord  Bute  called  on  me,  and  we  had      2^- 
much  talk  about  fctting  up  a  paper— and 
about  the  Houfes,  in  cafe  of  rcfignations. 

Mr.  Glover  was  with  me,  and  was  full  ^^' 
of  admiration  of  Lord  Bute :  he  applauded 
his  condu6l  and  the  King's ;  faying,  that 
they  would  beat  every  thing;  but  a  little 
time  muft  be  allowed  for  the  madnefs  of 
popularity  to  cool.  He  was  not  determi- 
ned about  political  connexions,  but,  I 
believe,  he  will  come  to  us. 

Lord  Bute  was  with^me,  and  we  weighed      23. 
•^d  confidered  all  things,  and,  though  af- 
E  e  2  tcr 
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1760.    j.gj.  iQj^g  difeuflions  we  parted  without  any 
Dec.  23.  decifion,  I  think  he  inclines  much  to  my 
fcheme. 

^7*  I  had  a  long  conveffation   with  Lord 

Bute  about  Lord  Egmont,  Whofe  eleftion 
I  undertook  to  fecure,  if  the  King  com- 
manded mc,  on  his  being  refufed  the  Peer- 
age. His  Lordfhip's  anfwers  to  my  que- 
ries of  the  i5th  inftant.  We  talked  about 
the  city  militia,  and  the  demand  of  the 
Lieutenancy  for  the  whole  corporation-— 
about  the  Dukes  of  Newcaftle  and  Argyle 
flattering  Lord  Bute  with  the  King,  and 
their  offering  to  ad:  under  him.  The 
Duke  of  Chandois'spretenfions — the  Duke 
of  York's  eftablifhment,  &c. 

Lord  Egmont's  affair  is  as  follows.  I 
yefterday  received  a  letter,  letting  me  know 
that  Lord  Egmont  had  lately  written  to 
his  fteward,  Biddlecomb?,  with  orders  to 
Ihew  the  letter  to  the  Mayor  of  Bridgewa- 
ter,  wherein  he  lets  him  know,  that  it  was 
probable,  there  would  be  an  eleftion  at 
Bridgewater  either  on  the  23d  or  24th. 

In 
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In  which  cafe,  he  fhould  propofe  Lord  1760* 
Percival  in  his  room.  All  this  appeared  Dec.  27. 
to  me  fo  ftrange,  that  I  afked  Lord  Bute 
about  it.  He,  after  putting  me  in  mind 
that  he  had  told  me,  a  week  ago,  that  there 
never  was  a  thought  of  making  Lord  Eg- 
mont  a  Peer,  or  that  even  any  application 
had  been  made,  faid,  that  very  lately  Lord 
Egmont  had  been  with  him,  and  beg'd 
earneftly  to  go  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords— p 
that  his  eledtion  at  Bridgewater  was  very 
uncertain — that  he  was  very  ill,  and  much 
dejeded,  &c. 

That  he  (Bute)  told  him  there  was  very 
little  encouragement,  and  told  me  that  the 
King  was  very  little  difpofed:  he  afked 
me,  what  I  would  do  in  his  eledtion,  ta 
which  I  replied,  throw  him  out.  Lord 
Bute  feemed  to  think  it  hard  he  ihould  be 
in  neither  houfe.  Perceiving  that,  I  faid 
that,  if  the  King  would  keep  him  out  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  he  (Bute)  defired 
it,  I  would  fecure  his  eledtion  at  Bridgewa- 
ter. He  faid,  it  was  too  much  for  me  to 
give  up  family  intereft.  I  replied,  nothing 
Ee  3  is 
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1760.     is  too  much  that  is  ufeful,  where  friendfhip 
Dec,  27.  is  real  and   mutual  1— And  here   it  now 
ftands* 

1761*       Lord  Bute  canr>e  and  faid,  he  was  furc 
Jan.  2.    that  the  Miniftry  had  fome  glimpfe  of  get- 
ting off  our  fyftem,  by  fetting  up  that  of 
abandoning  Hanover,  and  of  applying  the 
money  to  diftrefs  France  into  a  peace;  that 
they  would,  by  their  popularity,  force  this 
meafure  upon  the  King,  who  muft  ccMife- 
quently  lofe  a  great  deal  of  his  own.   I  told 
him,  as  the  truth  was,  that  this  meafure 
was  the  only  found  one  to  get  out  of  the 
war.     That  I  had  yefterday  begun  to  put 
my  thoughts  upon  it  into  writing,  to  pcr- 
fuade  him  to  obtain  powers  of  the^^King  to 
carry  it  into  execution.     That  my  only 
doubt  was,  whether  the  hew  Parliament 
ihould  not  be  fufiered  to  mcdt,  diily  to  de- 
clare in  the  ipeech  that  his  Majefty  found 
himfelf  involved  in  this  war,  to  which  he 
had  no  ways  contributed:  that,  feeing  the 
bent  of  the  nation  fo  violent,  he  had  ac- 
quiefced  in  it,  without  approving  of  it, 
pcrfuadcd  that  they  woiild  foon  feel,  if 

they 
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they  did  not  fee,  their  error:  that  he  was  1761. 
convinced  that  the  prefent  method  of  de-  Jan.  2. 
fending  Hanover  would  ruin  this  country, 
without  defending  that;  and  he  therefore 
would  no  longer  cxpofe  his  regal  domini- 
ons to  fuch  hardfhips,  for  fruitlefs  at- 
tempts to  proted:  his  eledoral ;  but  would 
leave  them  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
and  apply  the  expence  to  force  them  to  a 
reafonable  peace,  by  means  more  probable 
and  proper  to  attain  that  end. 

He  paufcd  a  confiderable  time,  and  did 
not  fay  poiitiyely,  that  he  could,  or  could 
not,  get  the  King  to  confent  to  this  fyftem, 
but  he  returned  to  fay,  that  he  thought  the 
Miniftry  had  an  eye  that  way.  If  fuch 
(hould  be  their  fcheroe,  I  faid,  it  would 
be  irrefiftible;  but  there  was  one  way  to 
dtfbat  cthe  ufc  they  propofed  from  it, 
which  was,  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
it,  in  a. great  office  of  bufinefs,  and  to  take 
the -lead,  and  the  merit  of  bringing  with 
hmi  the  true  Britifh  principles  of  making 
•war,  peace>  &c. 

E  e  4  Lord 
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1761.  Lord  Bute  faid,  that,  tho'  he  was  fure  the 
Jan.  2.  Miniftry  looked  that  way,  he  hoped  and 
believed  they  would  not  cafily  follow  it : 
that  I,  indeed,  always  talked  of  them,  as 
if  they  were  united,  whereas  they  neither 
were  nor  could  be.  That  the  Duke  of 
Ncwcaftle  moft  fincerely  wiflicd  for  peace, 
and  would  go  any  lengths  to  attain  it. 
That  Mr.  Pitt  meditated  a  retreat,  and 
would  ftay  in  no  longer  than  the  war. 

But,  for  my  part,  I  think  they  will  con- 
tinue the  war  as  long  as  they  can ;  and  keep 
in,  when  it  is  over,  as  long  as  they  can; 
and  that  will  be,  as  long  as  they  pleafe,  if 
they  are  fufiered  to  make  peace,  which 
will  foon  be  fo  neceffary  to  all  orders  and 
conditions  of  men,  that  all  will  be  glad  of 
it,  be  it  what  it  will,  efpecially  if  it  comes 
from  thofe,  who  have  all  the  offices  and  the 
powers  of  pfjice.  All  which  can  never  end 
well  for  the  King  and  Lord  Bute.  His 
Lordfliip  now  ihewed  me  a  letter  to  Lord 
Egmont,  which  he  wrote  in  the  King's 
prefence,  faying,  '« that  the  King  is  refol- 
ved  to  make  no  more  Peers,  at  prefent, 

than 
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than  thofe  now  before  him;  that  if  his  1761* 
Lordfhip  thinks  his  perfonal  application  Jan.  a. 
to  his  Majefty  will  make  him  alter  this 
rcfolution,  he  hoped  his  Lordfhip  would 
take-  that  ftep :  and  then  added,  if  y6u 
think  your  elcdtion  uncertain,  and  I  can 
be  of  any  fervice  to  you  in  it  (as  I  think  I 
can)  your  Lordfhip  may  command  me.'* 
1  hope  he  will  not  accept  the  fervice  offered. 

His  Lordfhip  then  faid,  he  was  perfua- 
ded.  it  would  be  feen  this  very  winter,  if 
the  Miniflry  endeavoured  to  prolong  the 
war;  for  he  thought,  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  himfelf  would  infifl  upon  their 
making  a  peace,  and  even  a  feparate.peace. 

This  I  confefs,  I  do  not  underfland— 
ii|re  agreed  upon  getting  runners,  and  to 
iittlc  what  we  fhould.difperfe. 

I   dined  at  Sir    Francis    Daihwood's.     9- 
Lord  Bute  came,  and  he  fhewed  me  Lord 
Egmont's  anfwer :  he  is  difpleafed,  but  de- 
fires  to  know,  if  he  is  to  underfland  his 
Majefly  rcfufcs  him  the  Peerage  for  ever, 

or 
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1761.  or  for  this  time  only.  We  are  now  quit 
Jan.  9.  of  his  Lordfhip.  Lord  Bute  thinks  the 
French  will  make  a  feparate  peace  upon 
the  prefent  foot — I  think  not — and  I  en- 
deavoured to  fhew  him,  that  nothing  but 
ruin  could  flow  from  our  perfifting  in  the 
prefent  meafures;  nothing  could  produce 
peace,  but  withdrawing  from  the  Conti^ 
nent;  that  it  muft  be,  either  from  necef- 
fity,  or  from  being  driven  into  it  by  thofe, 
who  brought  this  ruin  upon  us,  /)r  from  a 
petition  to  the  throne  hy  the  united  voioe 
of  his  Majefty's  beft  fubjeds.  But,  .at  ail 
events,  it  ought  to  .appear,  that  the  giving 
up  Hanover  was  his  Majefty's  own  fyflem; 
.and  therefore  in  cafe  any  thing,  that  looked 
that  way,  fliould  be  moved,  he  (Bute) 
ihould  be  prepared  to  take  the  lead,  and 
that  he  and  I  fhould  begin  the  affair  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  I  wifh  I  may  have  con- 
vinced him .  I  had  written,  and  afterwards 
I  mentioned  Lord  Talbot's  fon  in  law  to 
fuccecd  Bofcawen  who  was  dying.  :He 
was'forry,  I  had  not  thought  of  it  fooner, 
but  he  had  agreed  to  fill  Jiis  place  by  a  re- 
moval out  of  the  board  of  trade.     I  tried  to 

get 
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get  the  Jewel  Office  for  him  by  an  arrange-    i?^'* 
ment  for  Lord  Lyttleton— but  in  vain,    Jaji.9. 
We  wiflied    to  have  fome    coffee-houfe 
fpies,  but  I  do  not  Jknow  how  to  contrive 
it. 

Lord  Bute  came,  and  faid,  that  he  was  16. 
now  fure  that  Pitt  had  no  thoughts  of  aban- 
doning the  Continent,  and  that  he  was 
madder  than  ever.  He  wa«  uneafy  with 
Talbot,  as  he  would  have  put  the  Steward's 
ilaiFinto  Talbot's  hands  the  firft  day  if  he 
could-  That  he  had  heard  that  Talbot 
thought  Granby  could  perfuade  his  father 
to  quit  it,  and  that,  otherwife,  he  would 
not  accept  it,  on  account  of  the  friendship 
between  him  and  Oranby.  That  Talbot 
would  make  an  excellent  officer -to  reform 
that  moft  corrupt  office.  That,  in  v^hat- 
cver  he  (Bute)  fhoiild  do  for  his  friends, 
he  Ihould -always,  ^t  the  fame  ^  time,  confi- 
der'the  fcrvice  of  his  mailer  and  of  the 
public.  I  prcffed  him  much  for  Lord 
Talbot,  to  which  he  iiepflicd,that  be  had 
marks  of  till  the  dlftlnttions  that  were 
going.  The^Coundil  accepted,  and  refufcd 

in 
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\^bl.    in  the  promotions  of  Peerage,  an  Earldom. 

Jan.  i6.  That  he  perceived.   Lord  Talbot  meant  a 
place  of  more  confequence  than  he  (Bute) 
wifhed.     He  was  forry  for  it— for  he  was 
violent,,  and  I  might  depend  upon  it,  he 
would  be  impracticable  in  bufinefs.     That 
Lord  Talbot  had  ufed  him  unkindly.     I 
faid  all  I  could,  and  from  my  heart.     I 
touched  again   upon    Rice — he  faid,    he 
thought  the  board  of  trade  no  improper 
beginning,     and     that,   poffibly,     might 
be  fhaped  out.     I  faid,  the  offer  of  an^ 
thing  diredHy  from  him,  accepted  or  not 
accepted,  I  thought  would  be  very  kindly 
taken.   That  Henley  owed  his  being  made 
Chancellor,  from  Keeper,  entirely  to  him, 
and  that  he  had  brought  Henley's  letter  to 
ihew  me.     I  beg'd  his  Lordfhip  to  pre- 
ferve  that  letter,  as  well  as  fome  others, 
he  had  ihewn  me,  properly  labelled  and 
tied  up :   for  the  ingratitude  of  mankind 
might  make  it  of  ufe  to  have  pre/erved 
them.     He  fmiled,  and  faid  he  had  already 
found  it  fo:  and  then  told  me  Martin's 
impertinent  con verfation  at  the  Admiralty, 
in  prefence  of  a  dozen  people,  a:bout  aline 
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to  be  drawn  between  the  Scotch  and  the  1761. 
Englifh,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  obferved  ja».  16. 
and  continued. 

Lord  Bute  then  faid,  that  he  muft  fee 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  to  fettle  with 
him,  about  the  eledtions,  fhortly.  That, 
to  thofe,  who  had  propofed  to  him  to  unite 
with  the  Duke  upon  conditions,  he  had 
faid;  he  would  agree  to  no  conditions 
till  he  faw  Talbot,  Dafhwood  and  Charles 
Townfhend,  (which  laft,  he  faid,  had 
fworn  allegiance  to  him,  for  a  time)  had 
fuch  places  as  he  wifhed. 

As  to  the  army,  he  wifhed  he  could 
talk  with  an  impartial  officer:  that  he 
thought  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  Prince 
Ferdinand  were  as  popular  as  ever.  I  an- 
fwered,  that  I  thought  the  King  of  Pruffia 
began  to  be  very  little  fo :  and  that  there 
was  fomething  fo  fervile  in  the  education 
of  an  officer,  that,  if  the  officer  found  out 
what  he  defired  to  hear,  he  might  be  fure 
of  hearing  nothing  elfe.  That  I  thought 
Prince  Ferdinand  was  become  as  unpopular 

ill 


1 761.  ill  the  army,  as  he  was  once  popular — that 
Jm.  1 6.  he  was  accufed  of  three  great  heads  of 
malverfation.  The  firft  wis,  that  he  had 
exadted  complete  pay  for  uncomplete 
corps:  the  fecond,  that  not  one  fhilling 
of  all  thofe  devaftating  contributions  had 
been  carried  to  the  publick  account :  the 
third,  that  he  had  received  good  money, 
and  h^d  paid  the  troops  in  bad,  to  a  very 
great  amount,  and  at  a  great  difcount :  that 
this  laft  was  an  affair  mercantile  and  of 
exchange — and  that,  if  the  charge  was 
true,  I  would  undertake  to  find  thofe,  who 
fhould  lay  it  open  to  the  world  beyond 
contradidion.  Lord  Bute's  notions  about 
the  war  are  very  lingular,  and,  I  believe, 
not  throughly  digefted :  bethinks,  the  ene- 
my will  make  a  peace  upon  the  prefent  foot- 
ings if  we  go  on  conquering  their  iflands, 
&c*  I  think,  that  they  will  never  make 
peace  with  us,  till  we  withdraw  our  troops 
ad:ually,  or  till  they  think  we  defign  it. 
His  opinion  is,  that  withdrawing  our 
troops  would  either  efFed:  a  peace,  or  ena- 
ble us  to  carry  on  a  war  much  cheaper, 
and  by  national  means  for  national  ends; 

but 
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but  what  compcnfation  is  to  be  made  for  ^76«* 
Hanover  ?  I  replied  according  to  the  da-  i^^-  ^^\ 
mage  done,  and  the  foundation  muft  be, 
how  much  heavier  the  taxation  of  the 
elcd:orate  has  been,  than  what  it  was  un- 
der its  natural  Prince.  He  faid,  that,  if 
we  made  this  feparate  peace,  we  muft  ftill 
pay  the  King  of  Pruffia,  which  would 
make  the  war  look  rtiore  unnational.  I 
thought  not,  but  then,  he  faid,  we  muft 
ftop  here,  and  not  think  of  conquering 
any  farther.  I  aivfwered,  I  faw  nothing 
to  conquer,  that  France  had  as  much  loft 
Martinico,  as  fhe  could  lofe  it — that  the 
French  government  had  not  received  a 
fixpenee  from  the  duties,  nor  the  fubjcifks 
from  their  efta^es,  thefe  two  years.  He 
faid,  all  the  produce  came  home  in  neutral 
fhips.  He  then  returned  to  the  difficul- 
ties of  indemnifying  Hanover,  if  the 
troops  fhould  be  withdrawn  and  the  peace 
be  made.  And  this  makes  me  doubt, 
whether  the  King  can  be  brought  to  aban- 
don Hanover,  which  feems  to  me  to  be 
the  only  method  to  fecure  a  good  peace  to 
that  country,  as  well  as  to  this. 

The 
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i7&i*        The  Keeper  was  yefterday  made  Chan- 
Jan.  i6.  cellor. 

Feb.  2.  Lord  Bute  came  and  was  diflatisfied 
with  the  clamour  about  the  beer,  at  the 
play-houfe,  the  evening  in  which  the 
King  was  there.  I  mentioned  to  him  the 
intelligence  which  I  had  juft  received  ; 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  told  Mr.  Beckford,  laft 
Friday,  that  all  was  over,  and  he  would 
have  no  more  to  do.  He  replied,  he  did 
not  believe  it.  He  had  not  feen  Mr,  Pitt 
this  fortnight,  but  had  feen  Mr.  Beckford 
lately,  who  dropping  in  convcrfation  that 
he  wifhed  to  fee  the  King  his  own  Minifler, 
he  (Lord  Bute)  replied,  that  his  great 
friend  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  defire  to  fee  the 
King  his  own  Minifter,  and  he  might  tell 
him  fo,  if  he  pleafed,  for  that  it  was  very 
indifferent  to  him  (Bute)  if  every  word  he 
faid  was  carried  to  Mr.  Pitt.  I  afked  his 
Lordjfhip,  if  he  knew  why  the  Parliament 
was  kept  on  fo  long  ?  he  faid,  he  thought 
it  was  the  better  for  him,  as  his  friends  had 
the  more  time  to  look  about  them,  and 
that  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  was  defirous 

to 
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to  have  It  end.     I  then  afked  if  he  hid    i?6r. 
fettled  the  new  Parliament  with  the  Duke  ?  Feb.  z. 
he  replied,   he  had  not  feen  his  Grace  for 
fome  days,   but  fuppofed  he  fhould  foon, 
and  he  would   then  bring  his   lift  with 
him.      That   what    were   abfolutely   the 
King's  boroughs,   the  King  would  name 
to;  but  where  the  Crown  had  only  an  in- 
fluence, as  by  the  cuftoms,   excife,   &c. 
he   could  not  be  refufed  the  difpofition  of 
it,  while  he  ftayed  in.     That  he  had  told 
Anfon,  that  room  muft  be  made  for  Lord 
Parker,  who  replied,  that  all  was  engaged : 
and  that  he  (Bute)  faid,  what,  my  Lord, 
the  King's  Admiralty  boroughs  full,  and 
the  King  not  acquainted  with   it  1    that 
Anfon  fcemed  quite  difconcerted,  and  knew 
not  what  to  fay.     His  Lordfhip  was  not 
for  puftiing  them  yet,  for  if  the  peace  was 
a  bad  one,  as  it  muft  be,   they  would  cer- 
tainly proclaim,  that  it  was  owing  to  their 
difmiffion,  becaufe  they  were  not  fuffered 
to  bring  the  great  work  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion,  to  whom  the  glorious  fuccefles, 
which  had  hitherto  attended  their  conduc- 
ing it,  were  entirely  to  be  attributed.     In 
F  f  ihort. 
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1761.    fhort,  he   feemed  to  think,  that   nobody 

Feb.  2.  could  ftand  fuch  a  peace,  as  muft  be  made 

upon  the  prefent  fyftem,   but  thofe  who 

had  brought  us  into  that  fyftem  and  were 

the  authors  of  it. 

6.  His  Lordfhip  and  I  talked  over  Charles 

Townfhend'  being  Secretary  at  War,  and 
Sir  Francis  Dafhwciod's  fucceeding  him. 
He  feemed  refolved  to  come  into  Adminif- 
tration,  but  not  yet.  We  agreed  that,  if 
there  was  nothing  irregular  to  be  done, 
the  new  Parliament  would  be  the  King's, 
let  who  will  chufe  it:  he  faid,  it  was  very 
eafy  to  make  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  refign, 
and  he  did  not  imagine,  that  his  Grace 
would  do  it  in  any  hoftile  way,  or  make 
thofe,  whom  he  eleded,  oppofe  the  Minif- 
try.  But,  who  was  to  take  it?  was  the 
queftion.  He  did  not  feem  to  think  it 
advifeable,  to  begin  there.  I  replied,  I 
faw  no  objection ;  but  if  he  thought  there 
was,  he  might  put  it  into  hands  that  would 
refign  it  to  him,  when  he  thought  proper 
to  take  it;  but  that  he  muft  begin  to  be  a 
publick  man,  by  taking  fomething,  or  elfe, 

the 
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the  objedtion  would  be  the  fame  at  ten   1761- 
years  end.  He  faid,  that  Holderneffe  knew  Feb.  6. 
nothing  of  what   the  Minifter  was  doing 
for  thefe  laft  ten  days,  and  therefore  he 
began  to  think  with  me, ,  that  it  was  pof- 
fible  Pitt  might  refign. 


JriERE  the  Diary  concludes ;  hut  it  is  much  to  he  re- 
grettedy  that  his  Lordjhip  did  not  continue  it,  during  the 
very  intere/ling  period^  which  immediately  preceded  his  de- 
ceafe*  The  confidential  letters  in  my  pojfejjion^  and  his  Lord- 
jhip^ s  anfwers  to  them  (both  of  which  he  mojl  carefully  pre-- 
ferved)  might  ajji/i  me  in  carrying  on  the  hijlory  of  thofe 
times  J  till  within  a, month  of  his  death  :  hut^  as  I  have  nei- 
ther leifure  for  fuch  an  undertakings  norfujfficient  knowledge 
of  that  memorahle  ara^  to  enable  me  to  fcleSf  or  digefl  the 
Utters  properly y  I  think  it  prudent  to  decline  fo  arduous  a 
tajk  ',  a  tajky  indeed^  that  would  have  been  attended  with 
almoji  infuperahle  difficulties :  for  we  may  naturally  fuppofe 
that  J  in  a  written  inter courfe  between  his  Lordjhip  and  men 
of  various  principles  J  many  of  the  letters  and  anfwers  would 
convey  reprefentatiens^  very  contradi^ory  to  thofe  of  others. 

Lord  Melcombe  was  too  experienced  a  courtier ^  to  fpeak 

the  fame  language  to  all  people:  on  the  contrary ^  he  was 

Jiudious  to  affimilate  his  politicks  to  thofe  of  his  correfpondenis^ 

and  to  make  his  ideas  apparently  confonant  to  the  opinions  of 

thofe  meny  from  vjhom  he  expeSied  emolument • 


APPENDIX. 

J.  HE  enjuing  Narrative  is y  hyjome years ^  prior  to 
the  earlieft  date  of  the  Diary  \  but^  as  it  is  fre- 
quently alluded  to  in  the  work^  the  Editor  has 
inferted  it  in  this  Appendix  5  and  he  doubts  not, 
that  every  honeft  man  will  unite  with  him  in  the 
patriotick  wijh,  that  this  country  may  never  again 
be  diJiraSled  with  dijentionsy  ftmilnr  to  thofe, 
which  were  the  confequences  of  the  following 
tranfadlion. 

For  fuch  was  tile  fatality  of  thofe  unnatural 
diJfentionSy  that  the  judicious  and  provident  part 
of  the  nation,  and,  alas !  a  Father  too,  could 
be  jujiified  in  rejoicing,  that  a  Prince  of  Wales 
was  numbered  with  the  dead. 


FRIDAY,  March  5,  1736-7. 


A 

NARRATIVE 

OF  WHAT  PASSED  BETWEE^r 

The  PRINCE  and  Mr.DODINGTON} 

AKD   AFTSkWABDS    BZTWZSN 

Sir  ROBERT  WALPOLE  and  Mr.  DODINGTON: 


The  refolution  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  bring  a  demand 

into  Parliament,  for  an  augmentation  of  his 

allowance  to  lOO^oooL per  ann,  and  for 

a  jointure  upon  the  Princefs. 


ON  Monday,  the  7th  of  February,  1736-7,  being 
informed  that  the  Prince  went  tp  bed  indifpofed, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  go  to  his  lodgings  next  morn- 
ing (Thurfday  the  8th)  to  enquire  of  the  Pages  of  the 
Back  Stairs,  after  his  health.  I  found  his  faddle 
horfes  in  the  Court ;  they  told  me  he  was  pretty  well, 
and  infifted  upon  letting  his  Royal  Highnefs  know  I 
was  there,  I  would  not  admit  of  it,  being  obliged, 
that  morning,  to  attend  the  Treafury,  and  the  Houfe ; 
but,  before  my  coach  could  drive  off,  one  of  the  Pages, 
overtook  me  with  a  meffage  from  the  Prince  to  at- 
tend him. 

Ff4  I  found 
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I  found  him  with  the  fervants  in  waiting  about 
him,  his  boots  on,  and  powdering  his  hair,  to  ride 
out.  After  having  finilhed  his  drcfs,  he  directed  the 
gentlemep  to  withdraw;  and  then,  with  his  ufual 
goodnefs,  was  pleafed  to  talk  to  me  very  freely,  upon 
the  ftate  of  his  Majefty's  indifpofition,  and  upon  feveral 
other  fubjecls,  relating  to  tranfaftions,  and  perfons,  of 
a  publick  nature. 

After  half  an  hour  fpent  in  this  kind  of  converfa- 
tion,  I  humbly  offered  to  take  my  leave,  but  he  com- 
manded me  to  fit  down  again^,  and  then  faid  that  he 
would  communicate  a  fecret  to  me  of  great  importance, 
in  which  he  fliould  defire  my  affiflance,  and  defigned 
partly  to  employ  me.  I  anfwered,  that  if  his  Royal 
Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  trufl  me  with  a  fecret,  I  had 
one  favour  to  afk,  which  was  that  he  would  tell  it  to 
nobody  elfe,  and  then  I  would  be  anfwerable  it  fhould 
remain  a  fecret.  He  told  me  that  it  was  not  of  that 
nature  ;  that  it  would  be  known  ;  that  fevqral  people 
now  knew  it ;  but  that  no  one  fervant  of  the  Crown, 
as  he  bejieved,  was  acquainted  with  it  :  that  having 
always  had  more  kindnefs,  and  afFeftion  for  me,  than 
for  any  body,  he  thought  he  owed  it  me,  (as  he 
was  pleafed  to  e;cprefs  himfelf)  to  communicate  it  to 
rae,  the  firft  of  any  of  the  King's  fervants,  and  by  his 
own  mouth  :  that  thofe  who  were  chiefly  concerned, 
and  engaged  in  it,  were  apprifed  of  this  his  refolution, 
and  not  only  approved,  but  even  advifed,  that  I 
Ihould  be  the  firfl  of  the  Court  made  acquainted 
with  it. 

Exceedingly 
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Exceedingly  furprifed  as  I  was  at  this  unexpecjled 
prelude,  I  only  returned  thanks,  in  the  heft  manner  I 
yrzs  able,  for  the  gracious  and  condefcending  expref- 
fions  he  was  pleafed  to  ufe,  and  really  did  not  guefs 
(as  I  naturally  might  have  done,  if  I  had  not  been  fur- 
prifed) what  it  tended  to.  He  then  entered  into  very 
bitter  complaints  of  the  ufage  he  had,  all  along,  met 
lyith  from  the  Adminiftration,  and  even  from*  their 
Majefties  :  that  he  was  not  allowed  wherewithal!  to 
live,  &c.  that  he  was  refolved  to  endure  it  no  longer, 
and  had  determined  to  make  a  demand  in  Parliament  of 
^jointure  for  the  Princefs,  and  of  ioc,ooo/.  per ann. 
for  himfelf,  which  his  father  had,  when  Prince,  and 
which  he  looked  on  to  be  his  right,  both  in  law  and 
equity.  I  objefted  to  the  very  great  danger  of  fuch  an 
undertaking  5  put  his  Royal  Highncfs  in  mind,  how 
ftrongly  I  had  always  been  again  ft  it,  when  he  for- 
merly mentioned  it ;  and  was  going  to  fliew  the  fatal 
confequences  it  muft  produce,  befides  the  great  impro- 
bability of  fuccefs.  But  he  interrupted  me,  and  faid, 
that  it  was  too  far  gone  for  thofe  confiderations  5  that 
he  did  not  afk  my  advice,  but  my  affiftance ;  he  was 
<}etermined  upon  the  meafure,  and  defigned  to  fend 
and  fpeak  with  my  particular  friends,  namely.  Sir 
Paul  Methuen,  Lord  Wilmington,  and  the  Duke  of 
Dorfet  ;  but  chofe  out  of  kindnefs  to  me,  to  acquaint 
me,  firft  with  it :  that  he  would  fend  to  Sir  Paul  •by 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  and  aflced  me,  if  I  would 
break  the  matter  to  them,  and  what,  I  believed,  they 
would  think  of  it,  Senfibje  of  the  danger  and  diffi- 
culties that  attend  negociations  of  this  delicate  na- 
ture. 
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Cure,  even  among  the  beft  friends,  I  replied,  as  to  the 
firft'part,  that  I  humbly  beg'd  to  be  excufed  from 
breaking  it ;  that  whatever  friendfhip  thofe  gentlemen* 
did  me  the  honour  to  admit  me  to,  I  thought  it  a' 
matter  too  high  to  undertake  :  that,  as  he  had  men- 
tioned his  intentions  of  fending  to  them,  and  as  they 
were,  by  their  rank,  and  affeftion  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  every  way  qualified  to  be  confulted,  I  thought  it 
highly  proper  that  he  fliould  know  their  fentiments 
from  their  own  mouths,  in  an  affair  of  this  very  great 
importance  ;  that  then,  what  they  faid  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  could  not  be  miftaken,  and  what  he  was 
pleafed  to  fay  to  them,  could  not  be  mifreprefented. 
As  to  what  they  would  think  of  it,  I  was  confident, 
by  what  I  felt  myfelf,  that  they  would  be  infinitely 
furprifed  ;  too  much  fo,  in  my  judgment,  to  give  his 
Royal  Highnefs  any  pofitive  and  determinate  opinion. 
He  faid,  he  did  not  want  their  opinion,  but  their  ^f- 
fiftance,  and  what  would  my  friend  the  Duke  of  Argyll 
do  ?  Be  extremely  furprifed  too,  without  all  doubt. 
Sir,  I  replied  5  I  do  not  know  what  he  will  do, 
but  I  am  confident,  I  know  what  he  would  not  do, 
which  is,  he  would  not  advife  your  Royal  Highnefs  to 
this  meafure.  He  anfwered,  that  the  meafure  was  iixed, 
that  he  was  refolved,  and  wanted  no  advice,  but  he 
would  not  fend  to  him,  nor  to  Lord  Scarborough,  but 
to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  and  Lord  Wilmington  he 
would  fend,  being  refolved  it  fliould  come  into  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  the  fame  day,  or  foon  after,  let  the 
fate  of  it  be  what  it  would  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
raons.    He  flopped  here  a  little,  and  ufed  fome  ex- 

preffions. 
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preiQIpns,  as  if  he  would  have  me  underftand,  that  he 
had  faid  enough  about  all  thofe  that  he  thought  I  lived 
vrithy  in  the  clofeft  connection.  I  endeavoured,  after 
afTuring  him  with  what  affedtionate  duty  we  had  always 
been  his  fincere  fervants,  to  (hew  the  great  improba- 
bility of  fuccefs  in  fuch  an  undertaking ;  but  he  cut 
mefhort,  and  faid.  None  at  all,  that  there  were  prece^ 
dents  for  it ;  and  mentioned  that  of  the  Princefs  of 
Denmark,  in  King  William's  time  :  that  all  the  op- 
poiition,  and  the  Tories  were  engaged  in  it  :  that  as 
it  was  his  own  determination,  and  he  had  been  advifed 
by  nobody,  when  he  had  refolved  it  in  his  own  mind, 
he  thought  it  neceflary  to  fpeak  to  people  himfelf ;  he 
had  done  fo,  to  Mr.  Pulteney,  Lord  Carteret,  Lord 
Chefterfield,  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  (Jekyll,)  and  Sir 
William  Wyndham  j  that  the  y  were  all  hearty  in  it ; 
that  Mr,  Pulteney,  at  the  firft  notice,  expreffed  him- 
felf fo  handfomely,  that  he  fliould  never  forget  it : 
but  faid  he  could,  at  that  time,  only  anfwer  for  him- 
felf, not  expeSing  the  proportion,  but  beg'd  leave  to 
confult  with  fome  of  his  friends  ;  which  his  Royal 
Highnefs  granted  him,  and  he  had,  fince,  aflured  him 
that  they  were  unanimous  :  that  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham had  faid,  that  he  had  long  defired  an  opportunity 
of  Ihewing  his  regard,  and  attachment  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs ;  that  he  would  anfwer  for  his  whole  party, 
as  well  as  for  himfelf.;  and  that  he  was  very  happy, 
that  anoccafion  prefented  itfclf  to  convince  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  by  their  zealous  and  hearty  appearance  in 
fupport  of  his  interefl,  how  far  they  were  from  being 
Jacobites,  and  how  much  they  were  mifreprefented 

under 
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under  that  name.  [N.  B.  Hefpokeinthe  debate^  but 
did  not  vote,  and  forty-five  Tories  were  abfent.]  That 
Lord  Winchelfea  was  gone  down  to  Petworth,  to 
bring  up  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  who  he  thought  would 
move  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  :  that  Mn  Sandys,  Sir 
Thomas  Saunderfon,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  Waller,  Sir 
John  Barnard,  and  feveral  others  were  acquainted 
with  it,  and  highly  approved  it :  that,  poffibly.  Sir 
John  Barnard  might  move  it.  He  then  afked  me,  if 
I  had  really  heard  nothing  of  it  from  the  Couit. 
I  afTured  him,  with  great  truth,  that  I  had  not*;  from 
whence  he  was  pleafed  to  infer,  how  generally  odious 
the  Minifter  muft  be,  that  nobody  would  tell  him  a  * 
thing  that  fo  nearly  concerned  him,  when  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  calculation  of  thofe  that  knew  it,  and  a(ked 
leave  to  confult  their  friends,  there  could  not  be  lefs 
than  from  forty-fix  to  fifty  that  muft  be  acquainted 
with  it :  he  added,  that  it  would  make  an  end  of  his 
power,  or  to  that  efFedl,  which  I  had  no  reafon  to  be 
forry  for.  I  told  him  that,  indeed,  I  had  no  reafon,. 
nor  did  I  pretend  to  be  partial  to  the  Minifter,  but  it 
was  my  misfortune  to  differ  fo  far  with  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  that  I  thought  this  meafure  would  be  the 
moft  efFeftual  one  to  fecure  and  ftrengthen  him.  He 
feemed  much  furpriled  at  that,  and  aflced  my  reafon. 
I  faid  I  thought  fo,  becaufe  the  Minifter  had,  I  believed, 
long  fince  experienced,  that  he  could  have  no  hopes 
of  governing  by  the  approbation,  and  affeftion,  of  the 
people  :  that  his  only  fecurity,  therefore,  was  his  fa* 
vour,  and  hold  at  Court :  and  in  my  poor  opinion, 
this  unhappy  meafure  would  make  the  King's  caufe,  and 

hisj^ 
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his,  infeparable,  and  rivet  him  yet  fafter,  where  his 
-only  ftrength  lay.  I  then  humbly  beg'd  him  to  confi- 
der  the  circumftance  of  time  ;  how  far  it  might  be 
confiitent  with  the  known  greatnefs  and  generofity  of 
his  charader,  to  make  fuch  an  attack,  when  his  father 
was  in  a  languifliing  condition.  He  replied,  that  he  was 
fcnfible  of  that,  but  he  could  not  help  it :  he  was  engaged, 
and  would  go  through :  the  King  could  not  live  many 
years,  but  might  linger  thus  a  good  while,  and  he  could 
not  ftay  that  while  :  that  the  time,  indeed  ^  had  its  in- 
conveniencies  of  one  fort,  and  he  wiflied  it  otherwife, 
but  it  had  its  conveniencies  of  another  ;  it  would  make 
people  more  cautious,  and  appreHenfive  of  offending 
him  :  that,  befides,  he  had  told  the  Queen  of  it  in  the 
f ummer,  and  affured  her  that  he  defigned  to  bring  it 
into  Parliament ;  that  fbe  had  treated  it  as  idle,  and 
chimerical  ;  that  it  was  impoffible  that  he  .  jfhould 
make  any  thing  of  it,  and  feemed  to  think  he  was 
offly  in  jeft  :  that  if  his  friends  flood  by  him,  he  fhould 
carry  it  in  the  Houfe,  but  if  he  mifled  there,  he  could 
not  fail  of  it,  in  fix  months  :  that  I  fliould  know  the 
family  as  well  as  any  body  ;  he  always  thought  I  did  ; 
but  found  that  I  did  not,  or  would  n6t  ^  but  he  him- 
felf  knew  his  own  family  beft,  and  he  would  make  3 
bet  that,  if  he  failed,  now,  he  gained  his  point  in  lefs 
than  a  twelvemonth,  by  this  means  :  in  fhort,  he  was 
refolved,  and  too  far  engaged  in  honour  to  go  back  ; 
that  it  was  his  due,  and  his  right ;  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  make  him  eafy  the  reft  of  his  life  :  he  could  never 
want  his  friends  but  on  this  occafion  :  thofe  that  would 
ftand  by  him  in  this,  he  fhould  always  look  on  as  his 
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friends,  and  reward  as  fuch  ;  thofe  that  would  not, 
he  fliould  not  reckon  to  be  fo,  they  would  have  no- 
thing to  expeS  from  him  j  and  feveral  other  expreffions . 
to  that  purpofe :  that  it  was  to  be  brought  in,  foon  ; 
in  what  ihape^  whether  by  addrefs,  or  otherwife,  he 
believed  was  not  yet  fettled,  but  foon  it  muft  be.  I 
made  no  particular  anfwer  to  this  laft  part,  but  only 
cxpreffed  my  concern  for  the  confequences,  and  wait- 
ing on  him  down  ftairs  to  his  horfe,  beg'd  of  him  to 
confider,  how  neceflary  it  was  to  delay  it  from  the 
great  impropriety  of  the  time.  He  faid,  if  a  little  time 
would  do,  it  might  be  coniidered,  but  the  Kiiig  might 
linger  out  the  feffion  in  the  fame  way.  I  took  the 
liberty  to  aflc  what  would  be  the  ill  confequence  if 
that  fhould  happen,  and  it  fhould  go  over  to  another 
feifion.  He  faid  that  could  not  be,  his  honour  was  too 
far  engaged,  he  could  not,  he  would  not  ftay. 

Here  this  converfation  ended,  without  any  direft  de- 
mand to  vote  for  this  propofal,  on  his  fide  ;  and  with* 
out  any  direft  promife,  or  refufal,  on  mine  :  and  I  left 
his  Royal  Highnefs '  with  very  great  uneafinefs,  and 
perplexity  upon  my  mind,  confiderably  augmented  by 
the  great  eafe  and  tranquility  that  appeared  upon  his  j 
which  is  the  natural  effect  of  great  refolutions,  when 
they  are  fixed  and  determined. 

Upon  refleftion  on  what  had  pafled,  finding  it  was 
refolved  to  apply,  perfonally  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet, 
Lord  Wilmington,  and  Sir  Paul  Methuen,  I  thought 
it  a  duty  of  the  friendfhip  in  which  we  had,  fo  many 
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years,  lived,  to  prepare  them  for  fo  difagreeable  a  con- 
feirence  :  and  firft,  as  he"  was  to  be  called  on,  the  next 
day  but  one,  I  acquainted  Sir  Paul  Methuen  with  it. 
We  joined  in  lamenting  the  fate  of  this  country,  to  be 
divided  and  torn  to  pieces  by  a  difunion  in  this  Royal 
family,  which,  with  fo  many  ardent  wiflies,  with  the 
profufion  of  fo  much  blood,  and  treafure,  we  had,  at  laft^ 
fo  hap{>ily  placed  on  the  throne,  to  end  all  our  divi- 
(ions,  and  protect  us  in  union  and  tranquility.  Wc 
agreed  that  Sir  Paul  Methuen  jfhould  not  feem  to  be 
any  ways  apprifed  of  the  caufe  of  fending  for  him, 
but  fhould  lay  hold  on  all  overtures  that  (hould  be 
given  him,  to  reprefcnt  ftrongly  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  very  fatal  confequences  of  this  undettaking ;  and 
by  no  means  give  him  any  the  leaft  reafon,  or  encourage- 
ment to  think,  that  he  would  vote  for  it. 

I  then  opened  the  matter  to  the  Lords.  Wc  had 
feveral  conferences  upon  it ;  and  agreed  to  communi- 
cate it  to  Lord  Scarborough,  by  the  Duke  of  Dorfet. 
The  Lords  unanimouffy  agreed  to  do  their  utmoft  to 
{Prevent  this  ill-ad vifed  attempt  (if  they  were  fent  to,) 
and  not  to  be  hindered  by  any  interruptions,  from  repre- 
fenting  ftrongly  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  the  fatal  con- 
fequences of  it.  But  in  cafe  he  perfifted  in  it,  to  declare 
plainly  to  him,  that  they  fhould  think  themfelves 
obliged  in  confcience,  and  in  honour  to  oppofe  it,  as 
fatal  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  injurious  to  the  King,  and 
dcftruftive  to  the  quiet  and  tranquility  of  the  whole 
country  ;  and  defired  me  to  do  fo  too,  in  cafe  it  ihould 
be  my  lot  to  be  firft  called  upon. 

Sir 
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Sir  P.  Meth'uen  was   not  fent  for  on  Thurfday^ 
which  gave  me  fome  hopes  (vain  ones  indeed)  that  the 
great  coldnefs   I  had   received  the  propofition   with, 
might  have  had  fome  weight.     On  Friday  the  nth,  I 
received  a  meflage  from  the  Prince,  at  Mr.  Stanhope's, 
where  I  dined,  to  attend  him  next  morning  to  Kew. 
I  was  not  forry  for  the  opportunity,  being  refolved  to 
leave  no  ambiguity  in  his  Royal  Highnefs's  mind  about 
my  behaviour,  and  very  apprehenfive  that  names  going 
about,  afnd  mifreprefented  as  doubtful  upon  fo  important 
a  point,  (how  infignificant  fo  ever)  might  influence,  or 
iniflead  unwary  people.     Before  we  rofe  from  table,  at 
Mr.  Stanhope's,  a  fervant  brought  me  word  that   Sir 
P.  Methuen  had  been  at  my  houfe,  and  left  word  that 
he  was  gone  home.     I  went  directly  to  wait  on  him. 
He  was  then  jujft  come  from  the  Prince,  to  whom  he 
had  reprefented  the  danger  and  imprafticahility  of  this 
meafure,  wijth  all  the  force  and  weight  that  became  fo 
honeft  and  fo  honourable  a  man  ;  and  ufed  all  poi!ibIe 
arguments,  that  a  good  head  and  a  good  heart  could 
fuggeft,  to  difluade  him  from  it ;    but  all  without  ef- 
fed :   that  he  then  declared  to  him,  that  he  could  not 
be  for  him  ;    but,  at  the  importunate  and  repeated  re* 
tqueft  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  reflefting  that  he  had 
not  attended  the  Houfe,  fo  as  to  give  one  fingle  vote, 
fince  the  excife  bill,  he  had  been  prevailed  on  to  pro* 
mife  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  beabfent,  as  he  ufed  to  be. 

On  Saturday  the  12th,  early  in  the  morning,  I  re- 
ceived a  meflage  trcro  the  Prince,  that  he  had  put  off 
his  journey  to  Kew  that  day.    However,  being  willing 

to 
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to  come  to  an  explanation,  it  was  thought  proper  that 
I  fhould  place  myfelf  in  the  wayj>  and  go  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  apartment,  to  enquire  after  his,  and  her 
Royal  Highnefs's  health.  Th«  Pages  told  me  that  he 
was  not  cpme  from  the  Princefs's  bed-chamber,  but 
was  pretty  well,  and  had  altered  hisrefoliitionpf  gqing 
to  Kew,  I  went  away  on  foot,  and  did  not  return 
home  all  the  morning.  Juft  before  three^  one  of  the 
Prince's  fervants  found  me  in  the  Park  j  told  me  he 
had  been  at  my  houfe,  but  the  fervants  knowing  nothing 
of  me,  he  had  been  all  over  the  town  after  me,  to  let 
me  know  there  was  a  miftake  in  the  morning  meflage, 
and  that  the  Prince  ordered  me  to  dine  with  him,  that 
day,  at  his  houfe  in  Pall  MalK 

I  drefs'd,  and  got  thither  before  his  Royal  Highhefs^ 
but  not  bpfore  the  company,  which  confifted  chiefly  of 
his  bed-chamber.  When  he  came,  he  defired  the  gen- 
tlemen to  amufe  themfelves,  and  that  he  would  take 
a  walk  with  me  till  dinner.  In  the  garcien,  after  a 
little  common  converfation,  he  began  by  telling  me 
that  be  hadfeen  Sir  Paul  Methuen,  and  iniinuated  that 
Sir  P.  feemed  well  enough  fatisfied  with  the  propofi* 
tion.  I  faid  I  was  infinitely  furprifed,  and  mortified 
that  I  fliould  differ  with  him  in  opinion,  in  an  affair 
of  fuch  confequence,  confidering  the  long  friendfliip 
between  us,  which  implied  fome  fimilitude  of  thinking. 
Upon  which,  he  receded  a  little  from  that,  and  feemed 
to  give  me  leave  to  think  that  Sir  P.  did  not  much  ap- 
prove of  it,  but  however,  had  promifed  to  be  abfent. 
Then  he  faid  he  had  talked  to  feveral  people,  and 
G  g  ,  they. 
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they,  all,  entered  into  it  moft  heartily.  Having  taken 
my  own  J)arty,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  enquire  who 
they  were,  though  I  was  very  curious  to  know  :  being 
perfuaded,  (and  I  am  fo  ftill)  that  there  could  not  be 
one  unprejudiced  man  in  the  nation  of  competent  age, 
wejght,  and  experience,  to  advife  a  Prince,  that  would 
approve  of  fuch  a  meafure.  '  After  fome  paufe,  he  told 
me  he  had  fpoken  to  Mr.  Hedges  (his  Treafurer)  and 
Lord  Baltimore  (of  his  bed-chamber)  who  were  zea- 
loufly  for  it.  I  faid,  no  doubt  his  fervants  would  vote 
for  it ;  nobody  could  take  it  ill  of  them  ;  they  would 
have  leave  to  do  it.  He  anfwered,  that  'twas  no  mat- 
ter whofe  leave  they  had,  fo  he  had  their  votes.  He 
added,  that  he  had  fpoken  to  Mr.  Arthur  Herbert,  who 
not  only  engaged  for  himfelf,  but  would  bring  in  all 
his  friends.  I  fmiled,  and  faid,  I  did  not  apprehend 
that  he  could  make  any  vote  but  his  own.  [His  bro- 
ther was  in  France.  ]  He  faid  he  would  bet  Mr.  Her- 
bert could  make  above  five.  I  replied,  that,  if  it  were 
fo,  it  muft  be  by  making  ufe  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's 
name.  He  faid,  that  every  body  was  for  him  :  he  was 
abfolutely  determined  to  bring  it  in  :  he  would  hear 
'no  advice  upon  it,  and  if  there  were  but  feven  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  three  in  theHoufe  of  Lords  for 
him, he  would  do  it.  I  told  him  that,  fince  he  was  abfo- 
lutely determined,  I  thought  it  neceflary  tolaymy  humble 
opinion  before  him,  when  he  v^ould  pleafe  to  receive  it. 
He  faid,  he  did  not  want  my  opinion,  his  party  was  taken. 
I  replied,  that  I  did  not  prefume  to  offer  my  opinion  as 
what  was  to  guide  his  adlions,  but  to  lay  before  him 
what  was  to   dire<3:  and  gov*ern  my  own  3  which   I 
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fliould  be  glad  to  take  the  .firft  opportunity  of  doings 
this  not  being  a  proper  one,   becaufe  I  faw  one  of  the 
gentlemen   coming  to   acquaint   his  Royal  Highnefs 
that  dinner  was  ferved.     He  took  no  notice  of  that,  but 
walked  into  the  wood,  and  faid  that  he  would  fliew  me 
the  Duke  of  Somerfet^s  letter  5  which  he  did.  It  con- 
tained a  pretty  long  account  of  the  precarious  ftate  of 
his  Grace's  health,  which  made  it  impoffible  for  him 
to  come  to  town  :  referr'd  to  Lord  Winchelfea  for  his 
opinion  of  the  communication  he  had  received  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  intentions  j  and  concluded  by  wiflies 
that  his  RoyaJ  Highneft  may  live  many  years,  in  health, 
profperity,  and  plenty  :  he  made  me  take  notice  of  the 
word  plenty.     I    faid   that,  with  humble  fubmiflion, 
this  letter  did  not  feem  to  me  to  amount  to  a  promife,nor 
give  the  leaft  profpeft  of  his  Grace's  coming  to  town* 
He  faid  it  was  no  matter,  he  fliould  have  his  proxy, 
which  was  the  fame  thing,    [as  indeed  he  had.]     He 
then,  with  a  great  deal   of  i^ehemencc,  fell  upon  the 
difficulties  he  lay  under  :   that  as  he  had  facrificed  him- 
felf  to  thenation,  by  demanding  a  marriage,  (though  ths 
Princefs  was    the  beft,    and  moft  agreeable  woman  hi 
the  world)  the  nation  ought  to  ftand  by  him  :  that  if 
people  would  value  their  employments  more  than  right 
and  juftice,  he  could  not  help  it;    though   he  was  fo 
ftrong  that  he  was  fure  the  Court  durft  not  touch  any 
one  that  voted  for  him.     I  got  an  opportunity  of  put* 
ting  in  a  word  here^   and  faid,  that  I  faw,   very  well, 
little  regard  would  be  had  to  any  profcfEons.of  not*be-^ 
ing  biaffed  by   one's  employment,  though   I  thought 
my  behaviour  towards  thofe  in  power  plainly  (hewed 
G  g  2  (2nd 
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(and  to  nobcdy  more  plainly  than  to  himfelf)  that  t 
was  not  very  folicitous  about  mine  :  but  I  did,  in  my 
confcience,  think   (and  believe  that  every  honeft  man, 
whofe  circumftances  were  above  neceflity,  would  think) 
this  matter  to   be  far  above  any  pecuniary  confidera- 
tions  :  that  a  breach,  fo  irreparable  as  this  proceeding 
muft  occafion,  would,  for  the  future,  take  oflF  all  the 
grace  and  luftre  of  any  employment  of  either  fide  :  that 
no  man  of  honour' above  neceflity,  could  ferve,  for  the 
future,  with  pleafure,  under  the  uneafy^apprehenfions 
that  duty  on  the  one  fide  might  be  mifconftrued  into 
difafFedion  on  the  other  :  and  therefore  I  humbly  be- 
fought  him  to  believe  that  gentlemen,  in  this  great  cafe, 
would  lay  afide  thofe  lefler  confiderations,  and  aft  upon 
fuperior  and  more  affefting  motives,  their  duty  to  the 
'whole,  which  I  thought  evidently  in  danger.     He  re- 
plied, that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  talk  about  things 
fettled,  and  refolved  amongft  friends  :  that  it  was  very 
hard  he  fhould  be  all  his  life  in  want,  and  the  only  one 
in  the  nation  that  was  not  to  have  juftice  done  him  : 
that,  now,  was  the  time,  and  the  only  one,  for  people 
to  do  what  they  owtd  him  ;  that  he  fliould  expedl  it  of 
them  J    he  aflced  his  right,  and  neither  apprehended, 
nor  forefaw,  any  ill  confequences  from  it.     I  aiked 
him,  if  he  did  not  think  it  very  dangerous  to  him  to 
drive  things  to  fuch  an  extremity  between  him,  and  his 
father,  as  might  make  it  the  intereft  of  one  half  of  the 
gentlemen  of  England^  that  he  fhould  never  come  upon 
the  throne.     He  replied,  why  would  they  make  them- 
felvcs  defperate  ?    Why  would  they  not  do  what    they 
owed  bim^  and  what  was  juftice?    It  would  be    their 
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own  faults :  did  he  deferve  lefs  than  the  Princefii  of 
Denmark  ?  The  gentlemen  ftood  by  her.  I  endeavoured 
to  Ihew  him  the  difference  of  the  cafe,  in  one  effential 
point,  which  I  thought  moft  likely  to  ftrike  him,  viz. 
In  that  cafe  the  addition  was  propofed  when  the  civil 
lift  was  precarious,  and  not  granted  to  King  William 
for  his  life ;  and  upon  re-granting  the  duties  which 
were,  then,  in  the  power  of  Parliament,  that  addition 
was  demanded  iii  her  favour.  But  he  gave  no  attention 
to  it,  but  walked  about  with  great  precipitation,  and 
a  good  deal  agitated.  As  I  faw  there  was  no  room  left 
to  make  any  imprei&on  upon  him,  I  thought  it  was 
high  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  converfation,  and  there- 
fore told  him  that  fmce  I  found  him  unalterable  in  his 
refolution,  I  would  not  prefume  to  offer  any  thing  more 
in  oppofition  to  it,  but  muft  beg  leave  to  give  him  my 
plain  fentiments  as  to  myfelf  :  that  I  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  liberty  to  confult  my  friends,  beicaufe 
it  would  have^givenmy  opinion  more  weight  with  my- 
felf, but  as  that  could  not  be,  and  as  I  believed  no- 
thing they  could  fay  would  alter  it,  I  thought  myfelf 
obliged  to  declare  to  him,  and  I  did  it  with  great  con- 
cern, that  if  this  matter  came  into  Parliament,  I 
fhould  think  myfelf  obliged,  in  honour  and  confcience, 
to  give  my  abfolute  diffent  to  it,  as  pernicious  and 
deftruiSlive  to  all  the  Royal  Family,  and  to  the  nation 
in  general.  He  feemed  very  angry,  butcurb'd  himfelf 
a  little  J  and  faid  he  could  never  have  expefted  this 
from  me ;  but  he  fuppofed  then,  that  he  wa^  to  expedl 
all  my  friends  againft  him,  [meaning  thofe  gentlemen 
gf  the  Houfe  of  Commons  whom  he  thought  I  could 
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inftuence.]  I  told  him  that  I  fpoke  only  for  myfclf; 
that  I  had  not  dropped  the  leaft  hint  to  any  one  ef 
them  J  they  would  know  it  but  too  foon.  This  con- 
verfation  brought  us  to  the  door  ;  I  faw  he  was  very 
much  heated,  and,  going  in,  he  faid  hemuft  do  as  he 
could  ;  that  in  the  Princefe  of  Denmark's  time  there 
were  gentlemen  that  valued  doing  right,  more  than 
their  employments  ;  he  was  forry  the  raee  of  them  was 
extindl  :  I  had  only  time  to  fay,  that  I  was  to  fubmit 
to  whatever  his  Royal  Highnefs  pleafed  to  think,  or 
fay,  and  content  myfelf  with  doing  what  I  thought  my 
duty.  Thus  we  went  to  dinner,  with  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  on  my  part,  from  the  real  afFcftion,  as  well  as 
reverence,  that  I  bear  him ;  and  with  much  more 
freedom,  and  gaiety  on  his^  than  I  could  poffibly 
put  on. 

As  foon  as  dinner  and  drinking  was  over,  we  rofc, 
and  I  fhuffled  myfelf  into  the  midft  of  the  company,  in 
order  to  get  away  with  the  firft  of  them,  when  he 
pleafed  tp  make  us  his  bow  ;  but  he  difmife'd  them 
all,  and  ordered  me  to  come  with  him  into  the  little 
room.  This  converfation  was  much  the  longeft,  lafting 
near  two  hours  5  but  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  repe- 
tition, I  fhall  only  put  down  what  has  not  been  al- 
ready faid  }  though  fcarce  any  thing  was  faid  by  him, 
in  the  two  former,  th^t  w^s  not  ftrongly  repeated,  and 
infilled  upon,  in  this. 

His  Royal  Highneft  began  by  telling  me  that  he 
}ia4  done  with  afking  me  any  thing  more  for  his  fekc, 
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but,  as  he  had  always  had  the  greateft  kindnefs  and  af- 
feftion  for  me,  he  would  now  talk  to  me  a  little,  for  my 
own. — That  he  defired  me  ferioufly  to  confider,  in  this 
affair,  my  own  reputation  in  the  world  ;  that  it  would 
fuffer  extremely  by  leaving  him  :  that  I  muft  be  fenfi- 
ble,  I  had  done  myfelf  a  great  deal  of  hurt  in  the  opinion 
of  mankind,  already,  by  acquiefcing  fo  much  as  I  had 
done,  in  meafures,  with  thofe  who  had  treated  me,  and 
all  my  friends  fo  ill  j  but  that  it  wouy  be  a  great  ag- 
gravation to  that  prejudice,  if  I  neglefted  fo  advanta- 
geous an  opportunity  as  this  of  getting  free  from  it : 
and  much  more  to  this  purpofe.  After  humble  thanks 
for  his  goodnefs,  I  replied  that  I  was  very  fenfible  of 
the  difficulties  I  lay  under  :  that  I  had  no  choice  to 
i.nake  but  what  muft  be  difagreeable,  and  painful  to 
me  :  that  as  to  the  Miniftry,  I  had  very  little  regard  to 
thofe  who  treated  me,  or  any  of  my  friends  flightingly  : 
that  I  thought  nobody  cared  lefs  who  knew  it,  or  took 
lefs  pains  to  conceal  it :  that  in  an  affair,  where  I  was 
convinced  the  whole  was  concerned,  I  nfiuft  prefer  my 
own  integrity  to  the  opinion  of  the  world,  and  keep 
peace  at  home,  whatever  other  people  might  think,  or 
fay.  He  faid  it  was  ftrange,  that  his  beft  friends,  and 
thofe  he  counted  moft  upon,  fhould  be  againft  him  : 
that  he  wondered  I  fliould  confider  my  own  charaflier, 
and  my  intereft  fo  little  :  he  had  always  had  the  greateft 
kindnefs  for  me,  he  was  refolved  to  (hew  it  in  the 
moft  diftinguifliing  manner  ;  why  would  I  make  it 
impoffible  ?  Why,  when  he  fliould  have  it  in  his  power, 
give  occafion  to  have  it  thrown  in  his  teeth,  that  he 
was  going  to  diftinguifli  one  who  had  left  him  at  the 
G  g  4  only 
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only  time  that  he  could  want  his  friendihip?  Thatlmuft 
be  fenfible,  after  this,  he  could  fee  me,  no  more,  upon 
the  foot  he  had  done.  I  faid,  I  was  extremely  fenfible 
of  the  truth  of  all  he  had  been  pleafed  to  fay,  and  that 
I  had  no  comfort  on  either  fide,  but  from  the  fenfe  of 
doing  my  duty :  that  my  reafon  informed  me  this  wag 
a  meafure  fatal  to  himfelf,  and  to  the  wjiole  country  j 
I  was  convinced  of  it  ;  and  my  honour  and  confcience 
obliged  me  to  diffent  from  it.  He  aflced  me,  fuppofing 
that  were  fo,  if  I  never  had  given  a  vote  againft  my 
opinion,  in  concurrence  with  thofe  I  had  no  reafon  to 
like.  lanfwered,  I  had,  many  ;  and  believed  it  was 
the  cafe  of  every  body  who  had  aSed  with  a  party,  either 
for,  or  againft  an  Adminiftration  :  that,  in  my  opi- 
nion, bufinefs  was  not  to  be  carried  on  in  an  abftraded 
way,  by  confidering  every  point  fimply,  and  without 
connection  to  the  whole  :  but  that  I  had  never  z&ed 
contrary  to  my  opinion,  where  I  thought  the  whole 
immediately  concerned,  as  I  ftood  convinced  it  was,  in 
jhis  ;  and  therefore,  no  earthly  confideration  could 
make  me  be  for  it.  He  then  prefs'd  me  much  with  the" 
authority  .of  the  people  engaged  :  Would  I  talk  with 
Mr.  Pulteney  and  Lord  Carteret  ?  and  if  I  was  con- 
vinced it  was  their  opinion,  and  they  thought  it  right| 
would  I  then  be  for  it  ?  It  could  do  no  hurt  to  fee 
them  at  leaft.  I  replied,  I  could  haye  no  doubt  that 
they  were  engaged  in  it,  after  what  his  Royal  Highnefs 
had  been  pleafed  to  fay ;  and  that  Lord  Carteret  might 
be  the  more  eafily  induced  to  it  from  a  perfuafion  that  it 
muft  drop  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  faid,  that 
if  there  were  but  three  votes  for  it,  there,  it  fliould 

come 


C    457    ] 

come  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  :  did  I  think  him  fo 
fimple  as  not  to  know  Carteret  ?•  Would  I  fee  them  ?  I 
anfwered  that  I  had  the  greateft  regard  for  Lord  Car- 
teret's parts  ahd  abilities,  and  the  moft  fincere 
xefpefl  and  value  for  Mr.  Pulteney,  with  whom  I  had 
lived  in  an  intimate  acquaintance  for  fome  years,  and 
whom  I  always  reckoned  one  of  the  moft  confiderable 
men  this  country  had  bred  :  that  if  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  commanded  me,  I  was  very  willing  to  wait  on 
them,  but  in  no  ways  upon  the  foot  of  altering  my  opi- 
nion, (ingly  upon  their  authority,  and  becaufe  the  con- 
trary might  be  theirs  :  but,  (I  overfliot  myfelf  fo  far  as 
to  add)  to  fliew  his  Royal  Highnefs  how  much  I  was 
in  confcience  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  my  opinion, 
unequal  as  I  was,  (and  in  nobody's  thoughts  more  fo, 
than  in  my  own)  I  would  venture  to  talk  with  both 
thofe  gentlemen,  before  his  Royal  Highnefs,  upon  the 
confequences  of  this  meafure,  and  if  they  could  fliew 
me  that  the  bringing  it  into  Parliament  would  not  be 
attended  with  the  greateft  dangers,  prejudice,  and  di- 
viiions,  both  in  the  Royal  Family  and  the  nation, 
be  it  right,  or  wrong  in  itfelf,  when  brought  in,  then 
I  would  be  for  it.  His  Royal  Highnefs  dropp'd  this 
propofition  (which  I  was  extremely  glad  of,  having 
given  a  very  indifcreet  opening  againft  myfelf)  and  faid 
it  was  his  due ;  he  hoped  it  was  no  fault  to  clahn  his 
due,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  told  him  that  it  was 
his  right  in  equity.  I  faid  that  equity  ampngft  gentle- 
men, indeed,  was  underftood  to  mean  a  plaufible  de- 
mand to  a  thing ;  but  as  the  Mafter  was  a  Judge  in 
Equity,  I  was  furprifcd  at  the  expreiEon  from  him, 
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and  could  hardly  believe  that  he  would  affirm  to  me, 
that  there  could  be  grounded  a  legal  equity  upon  that 
ftatute;  to  take  the  allotment  of  the  eftate  thereby 
vefted  in  the  Crown,  out  of  the  King's  difpofition.  He 
faid  it  was  his  right,  he  had  one  hundred  and  eighty  en- 
gaged to  fupport  him,  and  he  hoped  he  fliould  ob- 
tain It. 

Not  feeing  the  end  of  the  convcrfation, '  I  was  re- 
folved,  if  poflible,  to  do  what  I  thought  my  duty,  and 
to  fet  before  him  the  precipices  he  was  going  to  plunge 
into,  let  the  reception  it  met  with  be  what  it  would  ; 
and  accordingly,  1  took  the  liberty  of  faying,  that  fince 
it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  he  fliould*  have  50,000/. 
^er  am.  addition,  I  humbly  beg'd  leave  to  know  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  why  he  would  not  rather  chufe  to 
a(k  it  of  the  Parliament,  than  to  pufti  this  dangerous 
and  defperate  meafure  ?  That  I  was  highly  fenfible 
this  proportion  was  very  far  from  being  prudent,  or 
advifeable  in  itfelf,  but,  bad  as  it  was,  yet  it  was  (o 
infinitely  preferable  to  the  other  evil,  that  I  would  not 
only  be  for  it,  but  would  fupport  and  maintain  it  with 
all  my  ftrength ;  and  would  engage  that  all  my  friends, 
not  only  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,'  but  thofe  of  . 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  would  be  for  it.  He  faid,  no, 
he  thought  the  nation  had  done  enough,  if  not  too 
much  for  the  family,  already  :  that  he  would  rather 
beg  his  bread  from  door  to  door,  than  be  a  farther 
charge  to  them  ;  and  that  he  would  have  it  in  this  way, 
or  not  at  alL  I  replied,  that  fince  he  exprefled  fo 
puch   tendernefs  to  the  nation,  I  in  treated  him  to 
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confider  theftate  to  which  he  reduced  it  i  to  reflcft  on 
the  profufion  of  blood,  and  treafure  we  had  laviflied, 
to  maintain  our  liberties  and  conftitution  :  to  remem- 
ber at  what  a  vaft  expence  we  had  brought  over,  and 
maintained  his  family,  folely,  and  fingly,  to  fecure  to 
us,  and  protefl:  us  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  thofe 
liberties,  and  that  conftitution  ;  and  then  to  think 
what  fentiments  it  muft  raife  in  every  honeft  country 
gentleman  of  great  property  j  who  have  warm  wilhes 
to  all  the  Royal  Family,  and  who  expected  no- 
thing but  a  good  word,  and  a  kind  look  from 
every  part  of  it  in  return ;  to  think  a  little,  I  faid, 
what  that  body  of  men  muft  feel,  to  be  dragg'd,  un- 
avoidably, by  that  very  Royal  Family,  into  the  fatal 
neceffity  of  being  defperate  w^ith  the  poffeflbr  of,  pr 
the  fucceflbr  to  the  Crown  ;  that,  for  my  part,  I 
Ihould  not  be  furprifed,  if  they  all  abfented  therpfelves 
from  the  Houfe,  with  hearts  full  of  difcontent,  and 
diftafte  on  both  fides.  He  faid,  that  if  they  would  not 
do  their  duty  chearfully,  they  muft  be  frightened  into 
it ;  or  to  that  efFe<9:;  he  could  not  fufFer  all  his  life,  5(c. 
I  afked  hinij  if  he  thought  they  were  to  be  frightened  ; 
and  if  they  were,  I  appealed  to  his  generofity,  if  that 
were  a  juft  return  :  that  I  moft  earneftly  fuppljcated 
him  not  to  overturn  the  conftitution,  and  the  whole 
Royal  Family  together  :  that  I  had  always  been  bred 
in  monarchical  principles,  fuch  as  were  confiftent  with 
a  free  people :  that  I  could  no  more  help  the  people  to 
intermeddle  with  the  juft  rights  of  the  Crown,  than 
jamely  fit  ftillj^  and  fee  the  Crown  invade,  an4  deftroy 
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the  juft  rights  of  the  people.  Did  he,  could  he  believe, 
that  if  the  King  were  to  propofe  to  a  council,  for 
their  opinion,  whether  he  fhould  give  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  50,000/.  or  loo^oool.  per  ann.  that  any  of  thofe 
Lords  he  had  named,  or  myfelf,  fhould  have  a  mo- 
ment's difficulty,  in  delivering,  and  fupporting  our 
opinion  for  the  larger  fum  ?  Surely  he'  could  not  ; 
there  we  (hould  aft  according  to  our  duty,  and  coiifti- 
tutionally  ;  but  to  bring  the  Parliament  into  the 
King's  clofet,  for  them  to  examine  into  his  moft  pri- 
vate, domeftick  affairs,  intrude  themfelves  into  the 
government  of  his  private  eftate  and  family,  was,  furely, 
the  mofl:  fatal  precedent  that  could  be  made,  and  the 
moft  unheard  of  to  be  attempted  by  a  Prince  that  was 
to  fucceed  him  :  that  I  mofl  earneflly  conjured  him  to 
confider  what  he  was  doing  :  that  we  all  hoped  he 
would  have  children ;  that  he  knew  he  had  a  brother  j 
if  it  fhould  happen  when  he  was  on  the  throne,  that 
difcontents  fhould  arife,  (and  there  had  been  difcon- 
tents  under  the  befl  Princes  that  ever  reigned)  how 
would  he  like  to  have  a  Parliament  tell  him,  that  the 
Duke  was  an  amiable,  and  a  popular  Prince,  of  great 
merit  and  expectation,  that  they  thought  his  appanage 
tpo  fmall,  and  defired  his  Majefly  to  double  it*:  that  he 
was  born  in  England,  and  the  nation  could  not  think 
themfelves  fafein  keeping  up  fuch  an  army,  unlefs  the 
Duke  was  declared  General  ?  Would  he  like  this  ?  and 
yet  this  they  might  do,  they  would  have  a  precedent 
for  it,  and  what  was  more  extraordinary,  and  unan- 
fwerable,  a  precedent  of  his  own  making.  He  faid  he 
knew  how  to  avoid  that  :    he  gave  me  his  word  he 
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would  make  his  children  and  his  brother  entirely  eafy, 
they  fhould  have  moft  ample  allowances ;  that  would 
be  a  moft  efFeftual  way  to  keep  every  body  quiet.  J[ 
afked  him  if  he  was  fure  that  they  would  be,  all ^  and 
always  reafonable  ?  Would  all  thofe  that  advifed  them, 
he  fo  ?  Could  he  be  blind  to  what  fatal  foundations  he 
was  laying  for  future  difturbances  ?  And  beg'd  him  to 
confider,  that  even  rebellions  with  a  Prince  of  the 
Blood  at  the  head  of  them,  loft  a  great  deal  of  the 
horrqr,  and  even  of  the  danger  of  common  rebellions. 
Idefired,  that  he  would  talk  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 
and  Lord  Scarborough,  to  fee  if  I  was  fmgle  in  my 
apprehenfions.  He  faid,  no,  the  Duke  of  Argyll  was 
too  deeply  engaged  with  the  Court,  by  his  employments, 
I  intreated  him  to  look  on  the  Duke  in  a  far  fuperior 
and  more  juft  light,  as  one  of  thefirft  of  his  father's 
fubjefts,  and  more  fo,  by  his  jfirm,  and  unalterable  at- 
tachment, and  unavoidable  connexion  to  the  whole 
Royal  Family,  than  by  his  rank ;  but,  however.  Lord 
Scarborough  had  no  employment.  He  ftill  faid  no  ; 
Scarborough,  he  knew,  was  always  full  of  his  fears,  which 
he  laughed  at.  I  replied,  that  I  was  fure,  if  Lord 
Scarborough  had  his  fears,  they  were  for  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  not  for  himfelf.  He  ftill  refufed  to 
fpeak  to  either  of  them,  and  faid  that,  now  he  did  not 
think  to  fpeak  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  or  Lord  Wil- 
mington. I  beg'd  him  to  believe,  that  I  only  fpoke 
my  own  fentiments,  and  not  to  alter  his  delign  of 
fending  for  them  upon  that.  He  faid,  no,  it  was  to  no 
purpofe ;  he  knew  we  were  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking, 
and  was  fatisfied,  he  could  ^xpeft  nothing  from  thence, 
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fo  would  not  fend  for  them ;  nor  would  he,  now,  fof 
Sir  Thomas  Franlcland,  or  Sir  Ccnyers  Darcy,  as  he 
once  defigned.  I  ftill  perfifted  to  defire,  that  he  would 
not  include  thofe  gentlemen  with  me,  who  knew  no- 
thing of  it  5  but  he  perfifted  in  the  contrary,  which 
made  me  fay  that  I  was  extremely  forry  that  he  would 
not  fpeak  to  gentlemen  of  that  character  ;  and  that  I ' 
did  not  believe  he  would  find  one  difpaffionate  man, 
unheated  by  oppofition,  of  figure  enough  to  be  confulted, 
who  would  not,  moft  ardently,  and  vehemently  advife 
his  Royal  Highnefs  againft  this  meafure.  He  then  re* 
newed  his  inftances  Itrongly  to  make  me  for  it,  and  faid 
he  fliould  make  a  very  bad  figure  in  the  world,  when  it 
appeared  that  his  beft  friends  were  againft  him,  (and 
this  he  repeated  often)  in  the  only  point  he  could  want 
them,  and  in  a  point  I  well  knew  he  was,  always,  entirely 
fet  upon,  and  had  always  had  in  view.  I  replied,  it 
was  true,  I  did  know  he  was  always  bent  upon  it, 
but  his  Royal  Highnefs  as  well  knew,  that  I  always, 
as  conftantly  oppofed  this  way  of  attempting  it :  that 
he  well  knew  that  my  firmnefs  on  this  head,  was  the 
firft,  and  chief  caufe  of  his  withdrawing,  for  thefe  two 
years  laft  paft,  the  confidence  he  formerly  honoured  me 
with  :  that  I  fpoke  it,  without  the  leaft  thought  of 
complaint,  but  he  knew  it  was  fo  ;  and  therefore,  as  I 
could,  by  no  means,  charge  his  Royal  Highnefs  with 
acting  inconfiftently  in  purfuing  this  view ;  he  muft 
alfo  do  me  the  juftice  to  own,  that  I  adled  confiftently 
with  myfelf  in  diffenting  from  it  :  that  as  he  had  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  often  to  ufe  the  word  friends  leaving 
one,  friends  not  aflifting  one,  &c.      I  moft  humbly 
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bcg'd  leave  to  fubmit,  if  it  was  friendly  to  take  a  refo- 
lution  of  the  higheft  nature,  a  refolution  one  was 
known  to  be  againft,  and  unalterably  to  fix  that  refolu- 
tion, with  I  could  not  fay  who  ;  not  with  the  friends, 
certainly,  of  thofe  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  call 
friends  i  and  all  this,  without  the  leaft  communication 
to  them,  till  it  was  irrecoverable  j  without  giving 
them  the  leaft  opportunity  of  having  their  objedJions 
weighed,  or  their  fcruples  removed ;  but  only  to  tell 
them  that  the  thing  was  fixed,  and  they  muft  follow,  or 
refufe  it.  He  then  fet  forth  how  unpopular  the  Court 
had  made  itfelf  through  the  nation,  which  was  much 
the  reverfe,  on  his  fide.  I  told  him,  that  I  reikfted, 
with  much  concern,  on  any  unpopularity,  but  was 
thoroughly  perfuaded  that  this  meafure  would  leflen 
the  unpopularity  where  he  feemed  to  exprefs  the 
greateft  diflike  j  and  lay  a  foundation  for  it,  where  he 
thought,  and  I  was  perfuaded  there  was  none  ^  be- 
caufe  I  was  convinced  that  an  attack  upon  his  Royal 
Father,  of  this  nature,  and  at  this  time,  would  produce 
fo  incurable  a  divifion,  that  when  mens'  firft  paffions 
fubfided,  and  they  began  to  refledt  coolly,  the  authors, 
and  advifers  of  this  meafure,  (I  did  not  know  them, 
but  the  world  would  certainly  fix  it  fomewhere,  un- 
juftly  perhaps)  would,  in  the  end,  become  the  detefta- 
tion  of  mankind,  and  perhaps  of  pofterity.  He  ftill 
continued  to  prefs  me  warmly,  and  faid  that  my 
being  againflhim  cut  off  his  fingers  ;  but  fure  I  could 
not  deny  him  to  be  abfent,  if  I  would  not  be  for  him* 
I  told  him,  that  as  I  now  ftood  informed,  it  was  im- 
pofTible  for  me  to  be  abfent ;  when  I  had  taken  a  ma- 
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turerefolution  upon  a  thing  of  this  weight,  I  thought 
it  would  be  inconfiftent  with  my  honour,  and  reputa-» 
tion,  not  to  dare  to  (hew  it  :  that,  however,  if  I  could 
find  any  means  to  fatisfy  my  honour  to  rnyfelf  in  being 
abfent,  I  would  tvait  on  his  Royal   Highnefs  again, 
but  as  I,  now,  was  informed,  I  thought  it  impoffible  : 
and  that  nothing  could  happen  to  me  fo  fatal,  not  even 
his  Royal  Highnefs's  difpleafure,  as  to  leave  the  leaft 
ambiguity  upon  his  mind,  of  my  condud.     He  afked 
what  I  meant  by  ambiguity.      I  faid,  to  leave  any 
doubt  with  his  RoyarHighnefs,  or  reafon  for  him  to 
fuppofe,  that  I  would  be  for  him,  or  abfent,  when  he 
would  afterwards  hear  that  I  was  againft  him.      He 
faid  it  was  very  ftrange,  that  I  would'  not  be  abfent, 
when  I  had  faid,  that  I  thought  it  natural  that  many 
gentlemen  of  great  honour,  and  property  would  refufe 
to  vote  in  this  queftion.     I  replied,  that  I  could  not  be 
abfent,  becaufe  I  did  not  come  under  the  latter  part  of 
the  defcription   I   had  made  of  them,  for  I  had  faid, 
that  what  would  make  fuch   gentlemen    be   abfent, 
would  be  a  motive  of  diflatisfa(Stion  againfl:  both,  for 
having  driven  them  to  that  extremity  :  now  that  could 
never  be  a  motive  with  me,  to  whatfocver  extremities  I 
might  be  reduced.    He  faid,  he  faw  then  that  he  was  to 
expe£l:me,andall  my  friends  (meaning  the  Commoners) 
againft  him,     I  told  him,   that  as  to  my  friends,  I  had 
not  dropp'd  the  leaft  hint  to  them  of  this  affair  :  that 
I  hoped,  for  his  fake,  they  would  not  fee  it  in  the 
light    that    I   did  5    and   did    promife    him,   that    I 
would  ufe  no  one  argument  to  induce  them  to  do  fo  : 
but  for  myfelf,  it  was  with  great  concern  I  was  obliged 
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to  fay,  that  I  muft  be  againft  it,  unlefs  I  could  find 
reafons,  which  I  did  notj  then,  fee,  and  which  I  be- 
lieved it  impofiible  to  find,  to  be  abfent ;  if  I  did,  I 
would  certainly  wait  on  his  Royal  Highnefs  again, 
and  let  him  know  it :  thus  ended  the  moft  painful  con- 
verfation  I  ever  had,  or,  believe,  I  ever  Ihall  have, 
whilft  I  live. 

As  what  is  put  down  here,  is  only  to  aid  my  oWn 
memory,  while  the  tranfacSlion  is  frefti,  and  in  parti- 
culars, only,  where  I  was  immediately  concerned,  I 
will  not  fay  when  the  Miniftry  firft  knew  of  this  refo- 
lution  :  though,  I  think,  I  have  undeniable  reafons  to 
believe,  they  did  not  know  it  till  Sunday  the  13th,  at 
fooneft,  more  probably  not  till  Monday  the  14th,  which 
is  extremely  furprifing.  On  Wednefdiay  the  i6th  it 
was  publick,  and  I  was  ftopp'd  by  feveral  gentlemen  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  defired  my  opinion, 
which  I  gave  to  none.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  defired  mc  . 
to  ftay  the  rifing  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  might  fpeak 
with  me :  I  did  fo,  and  when  the  Houfe  was  almoft 
empty,  we  went  behind  the  chair  together.  He  was, 
then,  fo  little  informed  of  people's  opinions,  that  he 
began  by  faying,  that  he  defired  to  fpeak  to  me  without 
referve,  and  therefore  Would  afk  me,  frankly,  if  upon 
this  great  queftion,  I  would  give  him  a  meeting:  I  an- 
fwered,  that  this  great  queftion  was  not  new  to  me  : 
that  for  three  years  preceding  the  two  laft,  it  had  been 
the  great  ftruggle  of  my  life  to  prevent  it  from  break- 
ing out  then  :  that  I  would  not  have  done  fo,  if  I  had 
not  entirely  difapproved  it ;  and  that,  from  that  time, 
H  h  up 
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up  to  this  very  hour,  I  had  never  feen  any  one  lezfon 
to  induce  me  to  alter  my  opinion.  He  faid  it  was  a 
very  handfome  declaration,  and  he  thanked  me ;  but 
that  I  well  knew  many  things  were  liable  to  be  im- 
puted to  us,  which  we  were  not  guilty  of,  and  there- 
fore beg'd  me  to  fpeak  to  my  friends.  I  faid  that  I 
defired  there  might  be  no  miftakes  between  us  upon  a 
fubjeft  of  this  importance  5  that  I  fpoke  for  myfelf 
plainly,  and  openly,  I  always  difapproved  of  thismeafure 
as  pernicious,  and  fatal  to  the  whole  Royal  Family,  and 
as  fuch,  would  give  my  publick  diflent  to  it.  As  to 
what  he  called  my  friends,  I  fuppofed  he  meant  Mr. 
Dodington,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr.  Beaghan,  and  the 
two  Meflrs.  Tucker.  He  faid,  yes.  I  replied,  that  as 
to  this  matter,  I  would  tell  him  the  whole  truth,  in- 
different how  far  he  credited  it :  that  it  would  be  idle 
to  tell  him  that  I  did  not  know  of  this  meafure,  for  I 
did,  long  fince,  but  under  fuch  reftriclions  that  hin- 
■  dered  me  from  communicating  it  to  any  body  ;  that  I 
regarded  thofe  ties,  and  had  not  even  hinted  it  to  any 
one  of  thofe  gentlemen ;  but  as  the  thing  was,  now, 
publick,  I  had  already  fpoke  to  fome  of  them,  and  did 
defign  to  do  fo  to  the  reft,  to  meet  me,  that  night ; 
but,  as  yet,  could  give  him  no  manner  of  guefs,  as  to 
their  opinion  in  this  matter.  He  again  defired  me  not 
to  do  the  thing  by  halves,  becaufe  it  would  be  im- 
puted. I  told  him  that  they  were  independent  gentle- 
men ;  that  though  their  fortunes  were  not  large,  yet 
they  were  fufiicient,  and  they  were  refolved  they  always 
fhould  be  fufiicient  to  keep  them  in  independency  ; 
that  he  beft  knew  they  had  not  been  regarded,  or  treated 
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in  a  manner  to  give  them  any  great  prefent  expeftations. 
He  interrupted  me  here,  and  faid  we  underftood  one 
another  j  that  what  I  faid  with  relation  to  thofe  gen- 
tlemen was  true,  and  had  proceeded  from. not  being  in 
a  iituation  to  have  it  otherwlfe,  [meaning  the  coldnefs 
between  us.]  I  replied,  that  I  did  underftand  him, 
but  as  he  knew  they  had  no  prefent  expeilations,  I 
could  by  no  means  fay  how  far  they  would  care  to  for- 
feit the  profpedt  of  all  future  favours,  and  advantages. 
He  prefs'd  me  again  to  fpeak  to  them,  for,  indeed,  it 
would  be  imputed.  His  repeating  that  fo  often,  heated 
me  a  little,  and  made  me  tell  him,  that  I  very  little 
regarded  what  might  be  imputed  to  me,  unjuftly  :  had 
I  any  pretenfions  ?  any  expeftations  ?  What  had  I 
afked,  or  pretended  ?  He  knew  I  had  none  ;  if  I  had, 
let  him  fay  it.  He  faid  it  was  very  true  :  that  I  muft 
be  fenfible  that  there  had  been  great  mifunderftandings 
between  us,  he  was  willing  to  fuppofe  on  both  fides, 
but  that  fo  great  a  fervice  as  this,  wiped  out  a  multi- 
tude of  things.  I  anfwered,  that  what  I  fhould  do  was 
from  a  motive  of  my  duty,  that  I  neither  afked,  nor 
cxpefted  any  reward  for  it,  nor  pretended  any  thing 
from  it  :  that  as  to  the  gentlemen,  I  would,  as  I  de- 
figned,  lay  the  matter  fairly. before  them,  and  plainly 
tell  them  which  way  I  fliould  vote  :  whether  my  exam- 
ple would  influence  them,  they  muft  determine,  but  I 
fhould  ufe  no  arguments  to  do  it. 

I  did  fo  the  fame  night :  and  they,  from  their  own 
judgments,  entirely  unbiafled,  or  attempted  to  be  fo, 
by  me,  all  determined  to  vote  for  the  King. 

H  h  2  On 
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On  Sunday  the  20th,  about  twelve  gentlemen  met 
at  Sir  Robert  Walpole's,  to  be  informed  (as  the  cuftom 
is  of  all  thofe  meetings)  of  what  is  refolved  upon  ;  in- 
ftead  of  being  confulted  (as  the  cuftom  ought  to  be) 
upon  what  ftiould  be  refolved  on. 

When  the  company  was  gone,  I  told  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  that  I  had  laid  the  matter  before  the  gentle- 
men, and  that  I  found  they  were  difpofed  to  adl  in  the 
fame  manner,  that  I  had  declared  I  would  do.  He 
thanked  me,  and  was  going  on  (as  I  thought)  to 
mention  future  expedlations  ;  but  I  prevented  him,  by 
continuing  to  fay,  that  if  I  had  been  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  take  another  part  in.  this  unlucky  affair,^  than  that 
which  the  real  fenfe  of  my  duty,  and  zeal  for  the  whole 
Royal  Family  had  determined  me  to  take,  I  believed  he 
muft  be  very  fenfible  that  the  connexion  between 
thofe  gentlemen  and  me  was  fuch,  that  we  fliould  not 
have  differed  in  opinion.  He  faid  there  could  be  no 
manner  of  doubt  of  it.  I  added  that  1,  then,  left  him 
to  confider  whether,  befide  that  real  fenfe  of  my  duty, 
I  had  had,  from  the  day  this  King  came  upon  the 
throne,  up  to  that  hour,  any  one  inducement  to 
do  what  I  had  refolved  to  do.  He  anfwered,  to  be 
fure  not  5  the  mifunderftandings  between  him  and  me, 

were  very  publick,  but  now and  was  going  on,  but 

I  thought  it  not  proper  to  enter  into  explanations,  and 
interrupted  him  by  faying,  I  did  not  mention  this  in 
any  the  leaft  way  of  complaint,  but  thought  I  owed 
myfelf  fo  much  juftice  as  to  put  him  in  mind  of  it : 
that  as  I  ailed  from  a  principle  of  honour,  and  con- 
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fclence  only,  I  was  very  rcgardlefs  of  the  confequences 
that  might  happen  to  me  from  it ;  though  I  was  not  fo 
blind  as  not  to  fee  that  I  flood  expofed  to  future  re- 
fentments  by  it,  at  leaft  as  much  as  arty  gentleman  in 
England  ;  with  which  I  took  my  leave,  OnTuefday 
the  22d,  the  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
feconded  by  Sir  John  Barnard  :  the  meffage  andanfwer 
produced  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  The  Houfe  divided 
between  tv/elve  and  one  :  the  numbers  for  the  King 
were  234,  for  the  Prince  204.  There  were  45  Tories 
abfent  ;  35  members  voted  for  the  Prince  againft  us, 
who,  I  think,  never  voted  againft  us  before. 

On  Friday  the  25th,  the  fame  motion  was  made  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  (where  I  was  alfo)  by  Lord  Carteret, 
and  feconded  by  Lord  Gower  :  the  debate  lafted  till 
paft  eight,  when  the  motion  was  rejected.  The  num- 
bers for  the  King  were         ;  for  the  Prince 

Thus  ended  this  unhappy  affair  in  Parliament: 
God,  only,  knows  where  the  confequences  of  it  v^^ill 
end  in  a  nation,  where,  by  the  profligacy,  and  difTo- 
lutenefs  of  their  manners,  the  people  feem  to  have  for- 
feited all  pretence  to  the  divine  favour, and  interpofition ; 
and  where  bafenefs,  degeneracy,  and  corruption  is  ar- 
rived to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  make  them  an  eafy  prey, 
not  only  Xo  the  glaring  qualities,  and  mifcalled  virtues 
of  great,  ill  defigning  Princes  ;  but  even  to  the  moft 
barefaced,  defpicable  attempts  of  the  weakeft,  when- 
ever they  fhall  think  fit  to  employ  a  little  low  cunning, 
and  open  corruption  to  enflave  them. 
Hh3 
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Mr.  Dodington's  anjwer  to  the  Prince^  deliveredy 
by  Mr.  Ralphs  to  the  Earl  of  Middle/ex ^  who 
frejented  it  to  his  Royal  Highne/s,  March  ii, 
1748-9. 

Alluded  to  in  page  2. 

1  HAT  his  Royal  Highnefs  may  be,  thoroughly, 
convinced,  that  Mr.  Dodington  is,  in  earneft,  difpofed 
to  be  as  ferviceable  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  this 
country,  as  his  circumftances  and  abilities  will  give 
him  leave,  he  has  refigned  the  office  he  had  the  honour 
to  hold,  under  his  Majefty. 

And  having  premised  thus  much,  he  humbly  hopes 
he  may  be  indulged  in  faying.  That,  if,  by  the  rooft 
gracious  ofFers  his  Royal  Highnefs  is  pleafed  to  make, 
of  receiving  him  to  the  fame  degree  of  favour  and  pro- 
teftion,  as  he  once  enjoyed,  his  Royal  Highnefs  means 
to  admit  him  to  the  honour  of  being  about  his  perfon, 
at  his  leifure  hours,  as  a  moft  refpeftful,  moft  affec- 
tionate, and  moft  difmterefted  attendant,  he  fhall  receive 
that  great  condefcenlion,  with  all  the  reverential  duty, 
and  refpeft,  that  becomes  him,  to  a  great,  and  amiable 
Prince,  who  is  thoroughly  capable,  by  that  means, 
of  making  the  decline  of  his  life,  much  the  happieft 
part  of  it. 

H  h  4  But 
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But  as  to  entering  into  his  Royal  Highnefs's  publick 
bufinefs  ;  to  advife,  or  direft  the  meafures,  which  his 
Royal  Highriefs  may  think  fit  to  have  purfued  in  Par- 
liament, by  his  family,  and  followers,  while  himfelf, 
and  his  very  few,  moft  efficient  friends,  are  not  in  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  fervice  ;  or  prefuming  to  take  a  lead  ; 
or  invite,  or  engage  others,  to  follow  his  Royal  High- 
nefs's ftandard  ;  he  humbly  hopes  it  will,  in  no  degree, 
be  expected  from  him  ;  becaufe  he  knows,  and  is  con- 
vinced, that  his  rank  and  fortune,  muft  render  fuch  an 
attempt,  vain  and  imprafticable  :  nor  does  he  believe, 
that  any  body,  much  his  fuperior  in  both,  could 
efFedlually  ferve  his  Royal  Highnefs,  in  that  way,  how 
neceflary  foever  it  may  be,  without  thofe  additions. 


^he  following  letter y  and  memorial^  was  Jent  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales ^  by  Mr.  Dodingtony  O£lober 
13,  1749,  and  is  taken  notice  of  in  page  12. 
Mr.  Dodington  advifes  bis  Royal  Highnefs  not 
to  appear  at  the  head  of  oppofttion^  and  attempts 
to  dijfuade  bimy  from  even  encouraging  any  op^ 
pofitiony  with  fuch  fenfible  and  honeft  arguments 
that  would  reflect  honour  upon  the  mofi  upright 
Statefman. 

Sir,  Hammerfmith,  0£l.  13,  1749; 

1  CAME  from  Eaftbury,  to  Hammerfmith,  laft  night, 
but  too  late  to  pay  my  duty  to  your  Royal  Highnefs, 

as 
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as  I  defigned  when  I  fat  out,  I  hope  to  have  that 
honour  and  happincfs,  fome  time  this  morning,  if 
your  Royal  Highnefs  ihould  happen  to  be  at  leifure. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  humbly  prefume  to  lay  the  in- 
clofed  Memorial  before  your  Royal  Highnefs,  to  fill 
up  a  ferious  quarter  of  an  hour ;  and  as  a  proof  that 
youE  fervice  has  not  been  out  of  my  head,  or  heart, 
fince  1  left  your  Royal  Prefence, 

I  am,  &c. 


Memorial  for  the  Prince. 

0£i:ober  12,  1749. 
Sir, 

1  HOUGH  I  muft  own  lam  under  but  little,  per- 
haps too  little  conftraint,  when  I  converfe  with  your 
Royal  Highnefs,  in  the  familiarity  of  private  life, 
which  your  condefcenfion,  often,  calls  me  to.  Yet, 
when  I  approach  you  in  the  light  of  a  great  Prince, 
of  admirable  endowments,  by  nature  5  highly  improved 
by  art  and  obfervation  ;  a  Prince  with  one  foot  on  the 
throne  of  a,  once,  great,  and  powerful  people  j  called 
thither  by  Providence,  to  prevent,  or  compleat  its 
ruin  :  when  I  approach  you  in  this  light,  and,  above 
all,  when  I  confider,  that  I  am  called  to  offer  my  ferious 
opinion,  relating  to  a  conduct  that  muft  determine 
this  awful  event  \    J  confefs  I  am  too  much  agitated, 

between 
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between  the  refolution  of  doing  my  duty  to  my  country, 
and  the  fear  of  offending  by  too  full,  and  plain  a  dif- 
charge  of  it,  to  fpeak  to  your  Royal  Highnefs  with 
that  calmnefs  of  mind,  that  full  pofieffion  of  myfelf, 
which  the  greatnefs  of  the  objecS:,  the  operation,  and 
the  a<Slor  require,  upon  fo  folemn  an  occafion. 

I  have,  therefore,  chofen  this  way  of  memorial,  as  a 
means  to  lay  my  thoughts  before  your  Royal  Highnefs, 
in  a  lefs  confufed  manner,  and,  at  ths  fame  time,  to 
give  you  an  opportunity  of  examining  them,  as  your 
leifure  and  inclination  fhall  dictate  ;  humbly  hoping, 
only,  that  you  will  give  them  a  full,  and  calm  cond- 
deration,  as  the  fettled  opinion,  after  much  reflexion, 
of  a  man  bound  by  duty,  and  impelled  by  gratitude 
and  inclination,  to  prefer  your  true  glory  and  intereft, 
and  the  welfare  of  this  country,  (which  are  infeparable) 
to  all  other,  earthly,  confiderations ;  and  one,  who 
looks  upon  the  faithful  difcharge  of  this  great  duty,  as 
the  moil  important  article  he  is  anfwerable  for,  to 
Almighty  God,  before  whom  he  expeds,  fliortlyj  to 
appear. 

As  nobody  has  feen  this  paper;  elegance,  an<l  accu- 
curacy,  it  may,  poffibly,  want :  fmcerity,  and  afFeSion, 
it,  certainly,  will  not :  the  head  may  err  j  the  heart 
cannot. 

I  (hall  begin.  Sir,  with  parliamentary  affairs,  fo  far 
forth,  only,  as  they  relate  to  the  part  your  Royal  High- 
nefs, in  your  prefent  fituation,  ought  to  take  in  them, 
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by  thofc  who  are  more  immediately  honoured  with 
your  charaiEter,  and  proteftion. 

I  chufe  to  begin  with  this  head,  becaufe  it  is  moft 
prefling  in  point  of  time  ;  becaufe  it  is  what  you  are, 
moft  deeply,  engaged  in  ;  and  becaufe  (though  per- 
haps unavoidably,  at  firft)  it  is,  now,  become  the 
fourcc,  and  caufe,  of  all  the  moft  confiderable  diffi- 
culties you  labour  under  ;  and  which,  each  in  its  turn, 
may  be  the  fubjcA  of  different  memorials,  if  you  fliall 
pleafe  to  approve  of  this  method  of  laying  my  thoughts 
before  your  Royal  Highnefs, 

The  narrow  meafure  of  governing  by  a  party,  which 
has,  unfortunately,  attended  the  frequency  of  Parlia- 
ments, (a  thing,  in  itfelf,  moft  defirable)  feems  to 
have  been  the  occafion,  that  oppolition  has,  too  fre- 
quently, changed  its  views,  from  the  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances, (its  ancient,  and  only  juftifiable  objeQ)  to  a 
purfuit  of  private  preferment,  or  private  refentment. 
Let  us  take  them  fep^rately,  and  fee,  if  a  Prince  of 
Wales  can  appear  at  the  head  of  either,  confiftent  with 
his  true  greatnefs. 

And  firft,  let  us  confider  an  oppofition  carried  on 
for  the  private  preferment  of  the  oppofers.-— Can  a 
Prince  of  Wales  be  preferr'd  ? — He  muft  be  King ;  and 
as  he  can  be  nothing  elfe,  can  fuch  an  oppofition  make 
him  fo,  one  hour  before  his  time?  or  if  it  could, 
would  he  not  rejedl  it,  with  horror  and  indignation  ? 
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Let  us,  next,  form  to  ourfelves,  an  oppofition 
founded  upon  refentmcnt;  a  refolution  to  pull  down, 
poffibly  to  punifh,  thofe  that  l)ave  offended  us,  without 
confidering  confcquences. 

Will  a  Prince  of  Wales  apjpear  to  aft  publickly, 
from  refcntment,  and  paffion  only  ?  apd  that  too,  un- 
der the  difad vantage  of  appearing  to  do  it,  peeviQily, 
perfonally,  inefFedtually,  when  he  muft,  one  day,  have  it 
in  his  power  to  do  it, nobly,  nationally, and  effectually? 

Having  (hewn  that  the  ends,  to  which  opppfitions 
have  been,  ufually,  directed,  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
interefl,  and  true  glory  of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  in  your 
prefent  fituation ;  let  us  examine,  if  the  methods  of 
oppofition,  employed  to  attain  thofe  ends,  are  better 
calculated  for  your  Royal  Highnefs's  great  purpofes. 

In  the  flrft  cafe,  then,  that  I  have  ftated,  which  is 
that  of  an  oppofition  founded  on  felf  intercfl,  only: 
the  methods,  in  fliort,  are,  afteady,  and  unvariable 
attention  to  propofe  every  thing  that  is  fpecious,  but 
impracticable,  or  unfeafonable  :  to  depreciate,  and  lef- 
fen  every  thing  that  is  blamelefs,  and  to  exaggerate 
and  inflame  every  thing  that  is  blameable;  in  order  to 
make  the  people  defire,  and  the  Crown  confent,  to  the 
difmiflion  of  thofe  in  power,  and  place,  to  make  room 
for  the  leaders,  and  followers  of  the  oppofition.  But 
a  Prince  of  your  elevation.  Sir,  cannot  aft  as  the  head 
of  any  Adminiftration  ;  'tis  defcending  too  low  :  nor 
can  your  followers  aft  under  any,  without  ccafing  to 

be 
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be  fo.  I  humbly  think,  it  is  not  your  intereft  to  drive 
them  from  you ;  and  I  am  fure,  it  is  not  theirs,  to 
quit  the  certain  favour  of  a  King,  whom  they  will 
have  contributed  to  make  a  great  King,  for  the  uncer- 
tain, ill-will'd,  precarious  emoluments,  which  they 
may  fnatch,  in  the  fcramble  of  a  new  Adminiftration, 
forced  upon  the  Crown. 

The  methods  of  carrying  on  the  fecond  fort  of  op- 
pofition  I  have  mentioned,  in  which,  refentment  is  the 
chief  motive  and  ingredient,  admit  of  a  very  fliort 
difquiEon  :  they  are  much  the  fame,  with  the  other, 
only  heightened,  and  inflamed.  Propofmg  things,  not 
only  unfeafonable,  but  dangerous,  and  fubverfive  of 
government  itfelf :  oppofing  right,  and  wrong,  with 
equal  vehemence  :  and  endeavouring  to  overturn  the 
whole  fyftem,  rather  than  not  reach  thofe,  who  have 
the  fupreme  direction  of  it.  I  prefume,  you,  Sir,  who 
are,  by  Providence,  called  to  govern,  will  not  contri- 
bute to  make  all  government  impra6Hcable,  or  facrifice 
to  refentment  and  paffion,  the  welfare  and  profperity 
of  the  people,  in  which,  your  own  intereft  and  glory, 
is  infeparably  implicated,  and  involved  :  nor  will 
thofe  who  hope  to  govern  under  you,  find  their  account, 
in  fuch  a  method  of  oppofition. 

Be  pleafed,  Sir,  to  let  us  make  a  little  ftand,  here, 
to  fee  what  we  have  proved  ;  and  to  confider,  what 
confequences,  neceflarily,  follow  from  the  thinf^-s 
proved,  that  ought  to  influence  your  prefent,  and  future 
condudt. 

It 


[    478     ] 

It  is  proved,  I  hope  beyond  all  poffibility  of  doubt, 
that  the- oppofitions  we  have  feen  carried  on,  in  this 
country,  hitherto,  are  neither  becoming  your  Royal 
Highnefs,  in  your  prefent  fituation,  nor  advantageous 
to  your  followers  :  that  fuch  an  oppofition  never  can, 
cither  by  its  means,  or  its  ends,  eftablifli  that  point, 
which,  alone,  ought  to  influence  the  publick  aftions 
of  a  Prince:  of  a  Prince  like  you.  Sir,  who  want  only 
to  be  feen,  as  you  really  are,  not  as  you  are  mifrepre- 
fented,  (to  which  mifreprefentations,  the  oppofition 
has,  unavoidably,  furniflied  fome  foundation,  and  pre- 
text) to  become  the  fole  objeft  of  mankind's  expefta- 
tion,  for  the  redrefs  of  all  the  grievance^  they  feel, 
and  the  difpenfation  of  all  the  future  benefits  they 
hope  for. 

Admitting,  then,  all  this  to  be  proved,  what  follows 
from  it  ?  Are  we  to  infer,  that  the  oppofition,  which 
your  Royal  Highnefs  countenanced  and  proteAed, 
was  improperly,  and  injudicioufly  entered  into,  and 
confequently,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  oppofition 
at  all  ?  Are  one,  or  both  of  thefe  points,  the  doc- 
trine you  would  eftablifli  ?— -Neither  the  one,  nor  the 
other. 

I  am  ready  to  own,  that  confidering  the  humiliating 
fituation  prepared  for  your  Royal  Highnefs,  at  your 
firft  coming  to  Britain,  perhaps  you  had  no  means  of 
procuring  ycurfelf  a  proper  independency,  but  by 
having  recourfe  to  the  unprincely  weapon  of  oppo- 
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I  will,  alfo,  willingly,  admit,  that  fuch  an  indepen- 
dence was  neceflary  to  eftabliih  the  dignity,  and  great- 
nefs  of  your  reprefentation,  and  to  fhew  you,  in  the 
proper  light  of  a  mediator  between  the  King,  and  the 
people  :  one,  from  whom  they  are  to  hope,  and  ex- 
peft  every  benefit  they  wanted,  either  by  your  inter- 
ceiEonwith,  or  fucceffion  to  fovereign  power. 

But  as  thefe  conceffions  are  true,  andjuftify  your 
conduft  towards  the  attainment  of  that  neceflary  inde- 
pendence, your  Royal  Highnefs  muft,  on  the  other 
fide,  own,  that  your  being  obliged  to  purfue  it,  by 
thofe  means,  has  forced  you  to  fubmit  to  many  things, 
painful  to  you,  in  the  execution  :  improper  audiencies 
and  applications,  condefcenfions  and  familiarities, 
that,  I  humbly  apprehend,  you  feared,  and  felt,  muft 
leffen  that  greatnefs,  and  publick  fignificance,  which, 
by  the  independence  then  ftruggled  for,  you  were  la- 
bouring to  advance,  and  eftabliih. 

Your  Royal  Highnefs  muft  alfo  allow,  that,  as  this 
purfuit  carried  in  its  face  the  full  likenefs  of  a  private, 
pecuniary  eftablilhment ;  the  bulk  of  mankind,  not 
being  taught  to  fee  it  as  the  foundation  of  that  inde- 
pendence neceflary  to  make  you  their  advocate,  or  their 
defender,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  aggrieved  j  the  bulk 
of  mankind,  I  fay,  not  being  taught  to  fee,  or  rather 
being  taught  not  to  fee  it,  in  that  light,  judged  of  it  in 
grofs,  and,  as  it  carried  private  intereft  in  the  face, 
concluded,  (fince  you  went  into  Court  upon  gaining 
your  point)  that  the  fame  private  intereft  v/as  inter- 
woven 
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woven  with  the  whole,  and  compofed  the  ConftitueAt, 
and  efiential  parts  of  your  intention,  and  defign.- 

So  that  the  unavoidable  confequences  of  this  method 
of  oppofition,  became  a  drawback  upon  itfelf,  and,  in 
fome  degree,  defeated  its  own  fuccefs.  For,  though 
the  neceflary  independency  was  eftablifbed,  there  was, 
ftill,  fomething  wanting,  to  ftamp,  and  imprefs  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people,  that  exalted  opinion,  that 
fervent,  affectionate  confidence  and  expectation,  which 
the  benevolence  of  your  heart,  and  the  force  and  ex- 
tent of  your  natural  genius  (much  embelliflied  and 
improved)  exa<£l  from  all  thofe,  who  have  the  happi- 
nefs  to  fee  your  Royal  Highnefs,  in  a  near,  and  natural 
light :  to  find,  and  to  fix  this  fomething,  fo  as  it  may 
produce  to  my  country,  the  full  bleflings  of  your  moft 
gracious  intentions,  and  beneficent  refolutions,  is,  un- 
der Heaven,  the  whole  obje<3:  of  all  my  care,  pains, 
ambition,  and  reward. — Nor  do  I  defpair  of  fuqcefs. 

For  I  cannot  believe,  now  the  end  is  attained,  that 
your  Royal  Highnefs  will  continue  upon  yourfelf 
thofe  inconveniences,  which  it  might  be  neceffary  to 
fubmit  to,  in  order  to  attain  it  ;  we,  indeed,  your 
fervants,  by  going  on  in  the  fame  eager  method,  and 
throwing  your  great  name,  and  auguft  patronage  be- 
fore us,  might  gratify  our  refentments,  and  poffibly, 
our  interefls,  by  forcing  ourfelves  into  place  under  the 
MinKtry  :  I  fay  pofiibly  might,  but  I  verily  believe, 
that  thtre  is  not  one  of  us,  that  harbours  fo  mean  a 
thought  3  ana  if  any  one  differs  in  opinion  with  me, 

upon 


[    48i     ] 

Upon  thefe  great  points,  I  humbly  hope  your  Royal 
Highnefs  will  be  perfuaded,  (as  I  am  from  the  convic^ 
tion  of  my  confcience)  that  it  proceeds  from  a  different 
conception  of  things,  only,  but  from  a  heart  as  affec>. 
tionate,  and  eealous  as  my  own,  for  your  Royal  High, 
nefs's  true  intereft,  and  g\j)ry.  But  I,  flill,  return  ta 
this  point,  that  I  do  not  imagine,  that  a  Prince  of  your 
prudence  and  difcernment,  will  continue  a  purfuit, 
that  cannot,  in  all  human  probability,  be  attended  with 
fuccefs:  and  if  it  was,  could  be  employed  to  no 
defirable  end,  that  falls  within  the  compafs  of  my 
poor  comprehenfion. 

The  purfuit  I  mean,  is  a  majority  in  Parliament, 
which  I  hold,  morally,  impofTible  to  gain  ;  and  if  it 
could  be  gained,  I  am  entirely  at  a  lofs  to  gucfs,  what 
advantageous  ufe  to  your  Royal  Highnefs,  could  bq 
jnade  of  it  j  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  the  thing,  of 
all  others,  the  leaft  to  be  wiflied.  For,  if  ^c  were  a 
fufBcient  majority  to  drive  out  the  prefent  Miniftry, 
your  Royal  Highnefs  would  notj  I  prefume,  have  us 
take  their  places  ;  that  were  to  drive  us  from  you,  in- 
deed ;  for,  in  the  prefent  unhappy  difpofition  of  the 
Royal  Family,  you  well  know,  that  to  keep  the  places, 
into  which  we  had  intruded,  we  muft  aft  like  our  pre- 
deceffors,  very  diflionourably,  and  difgracefully  to 
ourfelves,  indeed,  but  certainly,  very  offenfively  to 
your  Royal  Highnefs,  Befides,  if  we  were  that  ma- 
jority, with  all  the  emoluments,  and  temptations  full 
within  reach,  and  in  our  power,  is  your  Royal  High- 
I  i  nefs 


[    482     ] 

ncfs  very  fure  you  could  ftop  us,  all,  fhort,  and  binder 
us  from  rufliing  in,  to  the  plunder  ? 

This  great  fomething,  then,  that  is  wanting,  this 
neceffary  point  of  light,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  prefent  methods,  or  eiyls  of  oppofition,  muft  be 
fixed  and  afcertained,  in  order  to  proportion,  and 
adapt  the  means,  to  the  meafure. 

Now,  according  to  my  undcrftanding,  this  great, 
and  neceffary  point  is,  to  fix  in  the  minds  of  mankind, 
by  the  dignity,  and  fteadinefs  of  your  own  behaviour, 
a  ftrong  prepoffeffion  of  your  warm,  and  beneficent 
intentions  for  the  welfare  of  this  country,  without 
private  view,  or  refentment  :  and  by  fuc)i  a  choice 
of  thofe,  to  whom  you  delegate  the  principal  dire£tion 
of  your  affairs,  as  may  create  a  full  confidence,  that  you 
arc,  not  only  thoroughly  determined,  but  alfo,  pro- 
perly prepared,  to  carry  thofe  intentions  into  full 
execution,  when  you  are  vefted  with  power  to 
do  it. 

And,  now.  Sir,  I,  whom  your  Royal  Higbnefs  may, 
bitherto,  have  thought  an  enemy  to  all  oppofition,  be- 
come an  humble  advocate,  in  my  turn,  for  an  oppofi- 
tion J  fuch  an  one,  as  may  be  productive  of  this  noble 
purpofe,  fuitable  to  the  greatnefs  of  your  name,  your 
reputation,  and  moft  princely  accompliihments :  an 
oppofition  ftrongly  marked  with  the  publick  good, 
where  your  private  views,  all,  plaiiily,  center  in  the 
publick   welfare ;    and  thofe   of  your  followers,  are 
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Openly,  and  declaredly,  confined  to  the  honour  of,  one 
day,  carrying  your  great  defigns  into  execution  ;  till 
that  time,  to  afk  for  nothing,  to  accept  of  nothing, 
but  devote  themfelves  to  watch  over  the  public,  and 
prevent,  as  far  as  they  can,  any  farther  encroachments 
.being  made  .upon  it,  till,  by  becoming  the  glorious 
inftruments  of  your  gracious  intentions,  they  cart 
redrefs  all  the  grievances,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
prevent. 

The  noble  fimplicityof  this  oppofition,fupported  with 
fuitable  gravity,  fteadinefs,  and  dignity,  without  doors, 
will  awake,  and  fix  the  attention  of  mankind  on  your 
.Royal  Highnefs,  as  their  proper  objjsfl:  of  defence,  and  ex- 
peftation.  And  even  thofe  perfonal  points,  which,  though 
ifioft  juftly  grounded,  and  ably  fupported,  would,  now, 
be  attempted  inefFe6lually,  as  the  movements  of  refent-^ 
ment,  only,  and  end  in  a  fan£lion,  inftead  of  a  cenfure : 
the  profeoution  of  thofe  very  points,  will,,  when  your 
power  to  punifli,  as  well  as  reward,  is  equal  to  your 
will,  be  called  for,  by  the  people,  as  national  juftice, 
and  publick  fatisfaflion. 

To.  the  ftandard  of  an  oppofitlon  thus  ftrongly 
marked,  and  charafterized  with  the  publick  good,  and 
the  publick  good,  only ;  thus  cleared  from  every  cloud, 
and  ftain  of  private  intereft,  and  refentment ;  the 
honeft,  the  brave,  and  the  impartial,  will  gather,  by 
degrees,  and  no  flow  ones,  to  increafe  the  dignity,  as 
well  as  numbers,  of  your  Royal  Highnefs's  party.  B  u  t 
while  they  fee,  or  think  they  fee,  the  leaft,>tppearance 
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of  trifling  with  the  public  j  or,  indeed,  till  they  fee  the 
contrary,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  profpeft  is  fo  full 
of  misfortune,  that  I  chufe  to  hide  it  from  your  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  wifli  I  could  hide  it  from  myfelf. 

All  which,  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  Royal  High- 
nefs's  fuperior  difcernment,  and  dire<ftion. 

G.  D. 


^his  narrative  of  Mr.Ralfb  appears  to  be  ajuf^ 
tification  of  Mr.  Dodington,  from  a  malicious 
report  that  he  had  intruded  himf elf  upon  the 
late  Prince  of  Wales  ^  an4  had  forced  himf  elf 
into  thefervice  of  his  Royal  Highnefs.  It  was 
written  in  the  year  175 1,  and  is  occafionally 
hinted  at  in  the  Diary. 

IT  pleafed  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  fometimes  to  difcourfe  of  political  matters 
with  Mr.  Ralph. 

On  all   fuch  occafions,  the  Earl  of  Middlefex  was 
prefent  j  and  fometimes  Dr.  Sharpe, 

Thefe  difcourfes  were  generally  pretty  long;  and  it 
fcldom  happepe^,  but  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  men- 
tioned 
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tioned  Mr.  Dodington's  name  before  they  were  brought 
to  an  end :  fometimes  with  complaints  that  he,  Mr. . 
Dodington,  had  left  his  Royal  Highnefs,  but  oftener 
with  expreffions  of  felf-perfuafion,  that  he  fliould  re- 
cover him  again  one  day  or  another. — Adding  thefe, 
or  fuch  words  as  thefe — «  we  have  good  fubalterns 
enough ;  but  we  want  leaders." 

Mr.  Ralph,  all  this  while,  either  kept  on  the  referve, 
or  threw  in  fuch  general  fuggeftions  concerning  Mr. 
Dodington,  as  were  rather  dictated  by  fentim'ent  than 
polipy. 

Once,  and  but  once,  when  the  converfation  grew 
very  particular,  he  did  moft  humbly  offer  himfelf  to 
communicate  his  Royal  Highnefs's  commands  to  Mr. 
Dodington,  in  cafe  he  had  any  to  communicate,  and 
(hould  think  fit  to  do  him  (Mr.  Ralph)  that  honour. 
But  his  Royal  Highnefs  waved  the  ipotion  at  that  time, 
by  faying.  Lord  Baltimore  had  been  fpokcn  to  on  that 
head  ;  and,  therefore,  when  he  had  any  thing  to  fay, 
his  Lordfhip  would  be  the  moft  proper  perfpn  to 
fay  it, 

.  Notwithflanding  which,  at  fome  diflance  of  time, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  refumed  the  topick  one  evening ; 
and,  at  parting,  clapping  his  hand  on  Mr.  Ralph's 
arm,  dropped  certain  exprefSons,  which,  to  the  befl 
of  Mr.  Ralph's  remembrance,  were  thefe— Dear  Ralph, 
or,  good  Ralph,  get  me  Podington,  if  poffible— I  muft 
haye  Dodington  at  any  rate. 

113  Mr. 
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Mr.  Ralph  was  rather  perplexed,  than  pleafcd,  with 
this  commiffion  ;  and  Dr.  Sharpe  coming  to  him  at 
Turnham  Green,  (he  believes  to  know  his  (Mr. 
Ralph's)  opinion  concerning  it)  Mr.  R^lph  told  him 
he  could  not  proceed  upon  it,  as  it  was  too  general  ; 
and,  confequently,  tended  more  to  draw  him  into  a 
difficulty,  with  Mr.  Dodington,  than  to  anfwer  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  purpofe. 

What  followed  was  an  order  for  him  td  come  to 
town  immediately  j  which,  on  his  arrival,  was  fol- 
lowed by  another,  requiring  him,  exprefsly,  in  the  n^me 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  invite  Mr.  Dodington  into  his 
Royal  Highnefs's  fervice;  or  rather,  as  it  was  phrafed, 
to  live  with  him,  as  he  had  formerly  done,  and  as  if 
that  fort  of  life  had  never  been  interrupted  :  which  in- 
vitation w^s  unaccompanied  with  any  offer  orilipula- 
tion  of  any  kind  whatfoever.  Nay  ;  when  Mr.  Ralph 
afked — if  no  charafter  or  employment,  either  in  prefent 
or  future,  was  allotted  to  him;  the  anfwer  given,  was, 
that  nothing  of  either  kind  had  been  fo  much  as  men- 
tioned. 

This  invitation  Mr.  Ralph  carried  to  Mr.  Doding- 
ton, who  took  two  or  three  days  to  confider  of  it  j  and, 
having,  in  that  interval,  refigned  his  employment,  did, 
by  Mr.  Ralph,  fend  a  letter,  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Lord  Middlefex,  (who  was  the  perfon  em- 
ployed by  his  lloyal  Highnefs  in  this  tranfaftion) 
the  contents  of  which  Mr.  Dodington  is  befl  able  to. 
explain. 

About 
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About  four  months  paffed  over,  after  this,  without 
producing  any  farther  explanation  of  either  fide ;  during 
which  interval  (though  Mr.  Ralph  did  wonder  much, 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  be  fo  earneft  to  have  a 
gentleman  at  his  devotion,  whom  he  did  not  feem  to 
have  any  commands  for,  and  might,  pof&bly,  take  the 
liberty  to  exprefs  that  wonder  to  his  friends  at  times) 
he  never  once  prefumed  to  importune  his  Royal' High- 
nefs, or  todefire,  that  be  might  be  in;)portuned  on  Mr, 
Dodington's  account. 

Laftly;  when  bis  Royal  Highnefs  did,  of  Wis  otvn 
mere  motion,  as  Mr.  Ralph  apprehends,  take  Mr. 
Dodington  into  his  adu^l  fervice,  he,  Mr.  Dodington, 
did  require  Mr.  Ralph,  by  and  through  my  Lord  Mid- 
dlefex,  to  repeat  the  humble  requeft,  which  he  had  be« 
fore  made  to  him  in  perfon  ;  viz.  that  he  might  have 
the  honour  to  ferve  him  without  falary,  till  it  pleafed 
God,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  accede  to  the 
Throne.  Mr.  Ralph  did,  accordingly,  communicate 
this  requeft  to  my  Lord  Middlefex,  to  be  communicated 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  re- 
fufed  to  admit :  notwithftanding  which,  Mr.  Doding- 
ton did  again  renew  the  fame  folicitation,  and  perfift 
in  it,  through  the  fame  channel ;  till  Mr.  Ralph  was, 
at  laft,  told  by  my  lK>rd  MIddle&x,  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  was  fo  firm  to  his  purpofe,  on  that  head, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  prefs  him  any 
farther. 

JAMES  RALPH. 

I  i  4  uf  con-' 
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A  conference  between  the  "Duke  of  Newcajlle  and 
Mr.  Dodington^  OSlober  lo,  1755,  ^^^*  ^^^ 
preliminaries  agreed  on  between  them  OSiober 
I  ^tb  following,  ^bis  bargain  andfale^  wbich, 
to  tbofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  manners 
of  a  Courts  may  appear  a  Jingular  curioftty^  is  • 
mentioned  in  page  37  8. 

My  Lord, 

I  UNDERSTAND,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  by  a  letter 

from  your  Grace  to  Lord  Hallifa>t,  that  the  King  is 
difpofed  to  accept  my  fervices  :  and  I  am  very  ready  to 
ferve  hlni,  if  I  can  do  it,  with  utility  to  his  Majefty 
and  with  honour  to  myfelf :  for  I  do  not  want  the  fer- 
vicc,  either  to  mend  my  fortune,  or  for  an  introduftion 
into  the  world;  1  want  it  for  neither.  I  am  come, 
therefore  my  Lord,  to  know  of  your  Grace,  in  what, 
and  in  what  fliape  and  fituation  his  Majefty  expe<Ss  my 
fervices. 

He  faid  it  was  true :  and  that  the  King  had  received 
what  he  laid  before  his  Majefty  of  my  zeal  for  his  fa- 
mily, and  of  my  abilities,  much  more  favourably  of  late, 
than  when  he  formerly  had  done  all  that  he  could  with 
his  Majefty,  tOh — -r* 

My  Lord,  I  beg  we  may  not  look  back  :  that,  I  am 
furc,  will  not  advance  any  thing  I  came  hither  about. 


He 
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Hefaid  it  was  very  obliging  in  me,  to  forget  what 
was  pafs'd— but  he  muft  have  his  own  thoughts  ab\)ut  it. 

And  I,  mine,  my  Lord. 

He  proceeded  to  fay,  that  as  Mr.  Fox  was  a  perfon 
agreeable  to  me,  the  King  had  direded  that  Mr.  Fox 
fhould  come  to  Dorfetfliire  to  me,  to  fettle  matters,  and 
that  his  Majefty  would  confent  to  any  thing  for  myfelf, 
that  I  liked  and  (hould  be  agreed  amongft  us  5  not  then 
knowing  that  I  Ihould  be  fo  foon  at  Hammerfmith. 

I  faid  I  had  feen  Mr.  Fox,  and  that  he  had  fpoke  to 
me,  in  generals  only,  about  publick  affairs,  and  his 
Majefty's  favourable  difpofition  to  me. 

• 

He  faid  he  underftood  it  fo :  and  that  Mr.  Fox  had, 
only,  reported  that  I  was  well  difpofed  to  enter  into  the 
fervice,  and  if  meafures  could  be  made  agreeable,  I  had 
no  objeftion  to  men. — And  that,  if  there  was  any  thing 
I  liked,  and  would  let  it  be  known,  it  might  be  fliaped 
out  to  my  fatisfaftion,  &c. 

My  Lord,  where  there  is  no  offer,  no  anfwer  can 
be  expedled. 

He  faid,  all  would  depend  upon  meafures,  if  thofe 
could  be  made  agreeable,  every  thing  would  be  made 
eafy;  and  therefore  it  would  be  proper  to  go  upon  that. 

My  Lord,  if  your  Grace  pleafes,  one  thing  at  once. 

As 
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As  you  have  no  ofibr  to  make,  you  can  expe£l  no  an* 
fwcT  upon  that  bead :  and  be  pleafed  to  obferve  that  / 
have  nothing  to  offer,  and  nothing  to  afk. 

Why,  to  be  furc,  he  faid,  if  what  was  thought  of 
was  not  agreeable,  any  thing  dfe  that  I  liked,  might  be 
brought  about :  but  what  the  King  firft  thought  of^ 
wa$  the  Comptrolld'*si  Staff! 

My  Lord,  I  will  fuppofe  I  did  not  hear  you^  and  as 
you  hare  nothing  to  ofier,  and  /  havfe  nothing  to  aik^ 
there  can  be  no  anfwer,  and  we  may  ihut  the  book, 

Hefeid,  that,  if  tbcy  had  known  I  fhould  not  have 
liked  the  Staff,  it  would  not  have  been  tbought  of. 

My  Lord,  it  ihould  not  have  been  thought  of.  »  If 
you  pleafe,  my  Lord,  let  us  fuppofe  that  nothing  {peci- 
fical  lias  been  offered:  and  I  repeat  my  expectation  that 
your  Grace  will  remember,  that  I  have  nothing  to  offer, 
or  propofe  to  you,  and  nothi-ng  to  afk. 

He  faid,  he  underftood  it  fo  :  and  that  I  came,  at  his 
Majefty^s  requifltion,  who  was  defirous  I  fhould  come 
into  the  fervice.  And  as  for  meafures,  they  had  no 
particular  ones,  but  the  two  treaties  with  Hefle,  and 
RuiSa,  which  iaft,  had  been  negociating,  thefe  two 
years  (what  he  meant  by  that,  I  neither  know,  nor 
thought  proper  to  afk)  and  he  fuppofed  Mr.  Fojf.  had 
explained  them. 

Upon 


[    4^1     1 

Up6ft  my  attjR^ririg  iirt  the  negati\re,  and  faying  that 
I^did  littf  bdlei^  thdtMr.  Fox  underftood  theUi,  tho- 
rbughlyj'Moifelf;  his  Grace  began  to  enter  into  that^ 
viritKRuffik;  butlflfopp*d"!himi  By  faying  that^  I  Aip- 
pofed  they  wtf6  tWo  fubfidiaty  treaties,  which,  lifce  all' 
others,  b^rg^ined  fot  ^certain  number' of  men,  for  a 
e^rtain  time  :  fp  much  fubfidy  to  the  Princes  and  fuch 
pay  to  the  troops,  wheh' called  for. 

Yes—exaftly  fo^^and  then  proceeded  to  feew  that 
the  Ruffian  tteaty  wa^  the  beft,  and  only  way  to  defend 
Hanover,  and  prevent  a  Continent  War.  That  if  Ha- 
nover was  attacked  for  the  fake  of  England,  it  ought 
to  be  looked  upon  as  England,  &c.  and  then  would 
Have  gone  on  into  the  particulars,  but  I  iritei*rupted 
Birh,  by  faying,  then  I  would  not  lofe  your  Grace's 
time,  in  explanation,  which  can  only  affeft  the  modti 
of  the  thing,  and  not  the  fubftance ;  I  may  poffibly, 
think  of  it,  as  of  a  difli  drefled  by  your  Grace's  cook, 
the  more  paTatabli^,  the  more  linwholefome.  But  I 
will  be  plaiA  With  youf  Grace;  I  think  thfe  RuffiaA 
fubfidy  to  ht  ruinous  tb  this  country,  of  moft  dangerous 
preeedeAt,  tfttl)ft  hurtfiii  to  his  Majefty's  true  interefl^ 
and  deftrtfftive  of  tBe  intereft  of  his  faftiily  :  at  the  fame 
time,  infufficient  to  the  ends  propofed  by  it,  and  inftead 
of  preventing  a  Continental  war,  the  moft  certain  feed, 
arid  fdundatJort  of  it.  And  I  cin  n6ver  think  I  am 
fervJng  bi$  Mi^fty  by  fiap|)oft{ng  it. 

At  the  farfi^  time  I  will  algred  with  your  Grace,  and 
sttti  WiJliAg  it  ihouW  be  underftood,  I  am  for  defending 

Ha- 
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Hanover,  if  it  be  attacked  out  of  refentment  to  England, 
and  that  I  not  only  never  will  confent  to,  but  will 
hinder,  to  the  beft  of  my  poor  little  power,  the  fwords 
being  fheathed,  till  Hanover  be  indemnified.  I  will 
go  farther,  and  will  allow  without  farther  examination, 
that  if  it  be,  now,  attacked,  it  is  on  the  account  of 
England  :— but  I  do  not  think  this  Ruffian  fubiidy  is 
the  way  to  defend  it,  or  to  make  the  people  fond  of  it. 
Befides,  my  Lord,  your  Grace  knows,  and  I  know 
that  (without  this  Ruffian  fubfidy)  it  will  never  be  at- 
tacked. He  faid,  he  wiflied  he  did,  that  if  I  could 
convince  him  of  that,  it  would  be  the  bcft  news  that 
had  come  to  England  a  great  while. 

I  do  know  it,  my  Lord,  and  I  thought  your  Grace 
had :  unl^fs  we  are  to  fuppofe  that  people  will  do  the 
direfl:  contrary  to  what  they  h^ve  promifed,  and  enga- 
ged to  do. 

But  at  the  fame  time  I  fay  this,  of  the  Ruffian  fub* 
fidy,  your  Grace  will  obferve  that  /  do  not  fay  that  I 
will  be  for  the  Heffiati :  I  defire  not  to  be  mifunderftood, 
or  mifreprefented.  Oh  no!  he  underftood  nie  very 
well,  and  would  be  fure  not  to  mifreprcfent  me  any 
where. 

My  Lord,  I  will  not  be  mifreprefented.  I  do  not 
fay  that  I  will  approve  of  the  Heffian  fubfidy,  if  there 
were  no  Ruffian,,  becaufe  confidered  by  itfelf,  'tis  a 
filly,  unadvifed  ftep,  the  beft  one  can  think  of  it^  or 
call  it,  is  a  jobb  j  'tis  fo  apparently  of  no  fignificancy, 

and 
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and  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  held  out;  and  nobody 
can  think  you  in  earneft  when  you  declare  them  : .  but, 
however,  as  to  that,  there  may  be  modes  and  qualifi* 
cations,  efpecially,  as  that  is  ratified,  knd  concluded, 
(and  your  Grace  fays  that  you  are  not  fure  you  fliall 
get  the  other)  and  as  great  refpc<ft  to,  and  defire  to 
comply  with  his  Majefty's  word,  when  it  was  folemnly 
engaged,  is  our  duty,  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with  our 
duty  to  our  country  ;  I  fay,  there  may,  poflibly,  be 
found  fome  temperament,  in  that  cafe  fmgle,  that 
might  enable  one  to  fpeak  to  gentlemen,  and  one's 
friends  ;  and  if,  upon  proper  explanations,  they  were 
difpofed  to  make  fo  great  a  compliment,  I  fliould  not 
endeavour  to  enflame,  but  rather,  poflibly  be  inclined 
to  acquiefce.  After  a  little,  and  not  very  material  in- 
terruption, I  refumed  the  difcourfe,  and  faid  ; 

My  Lord,  I  did  not  come  here,  to  difpute  with  your 
Grace  :  my  opinion  of  the  general  tendency  of  thefe 
fubfidies,  both  at  home,  and  abroad,  will  admit  of  no 
variation  ;  and  it  is  fit  that  I  fhould  acquaint  your 
Grace,  that  as  to  the  Ruflian,  I  will  oppofe  it,  with 
all  the  little  credit,  and  efficacy  I  have,  both  in  the 
Houfe,  and  out  of  it  :  but  I  wjll  do  it  with  all  the 
decency  that  is  confiftent  with  truth .  He  faid,  they 
were  convinced  of  the  great  decency  of  my  behaviour, 
on  all  occafions.  And  I  went  on  to  fay,  that  as  to 
the  Heflians,  I  did  not  fay  that  I  would  be  for  them  : 
that  point,  however,  might  admit  of  fome  modifica- 
tion :  but  if  they^  both,  came  in,   I  would  indubitably 

oppofe 
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^oppofe  both,  for,  whatever  I  did,  I  would  do  tho- 
roughly. 

After  civil^  cxpreffions  of  concern,  that  we  did 
not  agr^e  in  our  opinion  about  meafures,  he  let  him- 
felf  into  the  dagger  of  provoking  other  maritime 
.Princes  to  join  France  againft  us;  from  the  prefent, 
too  openly  profeiled  do£lrine  of  being  mailers  of  the 
ieas  :  that  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  would  in  conjunc- 
tion With  France,  have  a  fleet  of  fifty  fail,  in  the 
Baltic,  &c. — that  we  had  the  greateft  .fleet,  the  beft 
provided,  officer'd,  and  diredied  that  ever  was  :  that  I 
faw  it  could  not  be  depended  upon  :  they  could  not 
hinder  fquadrons  from  going  out,  and  coming  in, 
through  the  moft  winding,  difficult  paiTages,  &c.  I 
got  up,  and  faid,  if  we  were  not  fuperior  at  fea,  we 
muft  give  it  up :  that  I  had  taken  up  too  much  of  his 
time,  and  beg'd  leave  to  recapitulate  what  had  pafled, 
that  there  might  be  no  room  for  miftake,  or  mifrepre- 
fentation  :  that,  in  the  firft  place,  as  to  myfelf,  I  had 
made  no  manner  of  offer,  nor  afked  any  thing,  of  any 
body  :  that  as  to  meafures,  for  the  HeiSan  fubfidy,  I 
had  no  wiiys  (aid  that  I  would  be  for  it,  if  it  came 
(ingle  ;  but,  in  that  cafe,  it  might  admit  of  farther 
confidcratign ;  but  if  it  was  to  be  combined  with  the 
Ruf&an,  I  would  moil  certainly  oppofe  both  :  that.  I 
had  faid  I  would  oppofe  the  Ruffian,  to  the  utmoil  of  rpy 
power,  but  with  all  the' decency  that  truth  would  ad- 
mit :  that  there  remained  but  one  thing,  a^d  that  was 
not  recapitulation,  becaufe  I  had  not  faid  it  before, 
which   was,  that  he   ihouy  find,   (though  I  did  not 

know 
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know  whether  ever  they  told  him  one  word  of  truth) 
hefiiould  find  (if  they  did)  that  I  oppofed  it  folely  from 
the  unfitnefs  of  the  thing,  and  not  becaufe  any  body, 
there,  thought  fit  to  oppofe  it  :  that.  I  fliould  fhew  it 
was  from  opinion,  my  own  opinion  only  ;  and  not 
from  any  body's  elfe  ;  or  out  of  diflike  to,  or  againft 
^ny  body,  that  I  oppofed  it.  1  was  unconne^ed  ^ith 
any  one,  and  would  be  fo,  upon  this  queftjon  :  be\y 
long  I  fliouId  continue  fo,  I  could  not  tell,  but  I  was 
€o,  now.  Nobody  had  any  demand,  any  right  to  call 
upon  me,  but  one  .gentleman,  a  near  relation  of  his 
Grace's,  Lord  Hallifax ;  he  had  a  right,  and  when 
lie  did  call,  at  any  time,  and  upon  any  occafion,  I 
4hQuld  always  be  ready  to  obey  it. 

After  a  little  infignificant  talk,  and  reciprocal  civi- 
iitifis,  we  parted. 


.  The  Prelimnaries. 


W  H  AT  is  hinted  at  for  Mr.  Dodington,  is  more 
than  he  defires  for  himfelf ;  but  without  the  concur- 
rence of  his  friends,  and  the  following  conditions  for 
themj  it  is  impoflible  for  him  to  enter  into  any  en- 
gagement. 

Earl  of  Hallifax  to  be  of  the  Cabinet.     Such  provi- 

fion 
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fion  in  poffeiSon,  or  reverfion,  for  Mr.  Furnefe,  as 
ihall  be  agreed  upon  between  him,  and  Mr.  Attorney 
General. 

Sir  Francis  Dafhwood  to  be  offered  the  Comptroller's 
Staff,  or  fomething  that  is  proper  for,  and  would  be 
agreeable  tahim  ;  if  he  can  be  prevailed  on  to  accept 
any  thing,  which  I  very  much  doubt. 

Lord  Talbot  to  be  comprehended.  Mr.  Tucker  to 
be  provided  for,  at,  or  before  the  end  of  the  feffion. 

Full  liberty  to  oppofe  the  fubfidies,  honeftly,  and 
fairly  ;  which  is  never  to  caufe  the  leaft  coldnefs,  cx- 
poftulation,  or  remonftrance. 

Mr.  Dodington  is,  alfo,  obliged  to  be  of  the  Irilh 
fide  of  the  queftion,  about  the  linens. 

It  is  prefumed  that  there  is  to  be  no  trifling ;  but 
that  the  correfpondence,  and  communication  between 
Mr.  Dodington's  friends,  and  the  Admlniftration,  is  to 
be  fincere,  honourable,  and  unreferved. 


.^^^^^^ 
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^he  Editor y  at  the  requeft  of  a  'particular  friend^ 
has  added  the  following  letter  to  the  2ippendixy 
it  being  a  juflification  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
from  the  charge  ^  implied  in  the  account  of  his 
Grace's  accepting  and  rejigning  a  place  in  the 
King's  Bedchamber. — See  page  417.  And 
here  the  Editor  begs  leave  to  obferve  thaty  as 
other  tranfaElions  contained  in  this  Diary y  mayy 
pojfiblyy  have  been  either  unfairly  fated  or  par- 
tially  reprejentedy  he  will  be  happy  to  infert  all 
explanations y  that  may  come  properly  authenti-^ 
cated  to  himy  in  a  future  edition. 

Goodwood,  June  21,  1783. 
Sir, 

JL  AM  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Wyndhatn  for  the  com- 
munication he  has  allowed  you  to  make  to  me  of  Mr, 
Dodington's  Diary,  which  has  afforded  me  great  en- 
tertainment, for  few  readings  in  my  opinion  are  more 
amufmg  than  this  fort  of  original  memoirs,  which  give 
the  trueft  pifture  of  the  times  in  which  they  were 
written. ' 

As  the  excellence  of  fuch  a  work  confifts  in  its  being 

perfe£Hy  original,  the  fmalleft  alteration  would  in  my 

opinion  deftroy  its  merit;  and  therefore,  although  the 

K  k  part 
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part,  where  I  am  mentioned,  contains  by  no  means  a 
true  ftate  of  that  bufinefs,  yet  I  am  far  from  wifliing  to 
have  it  fuppreffed  or  altered.  All  I  defire  is,  that,  when 
Mr.  Wyndham  thinks  proper  to  publifli  Mr.  Doding- 
ton's  Diary,  he  will  permit  this  letter  containing  the 
true  ftate  of  fafts  to  be  inferted  as  an  explanatory  note 
to  that  tranfadlion. 

Soon  after  his  Majefty's  acceffion.  Sir  Harry  Erfkine, 
who  had  been  removed  from  the  Army  by  the  late 
King,  was  reftored  to  it  by  his  prefent  Majefty  with 
the  fame  rank  he  would  have  had,  if  he  had  continued 
in  the  fervice;  by  this  means  he  came  in  again  over 
my  head.  This  induced  me  to  defire  an  audience,  in 
which  I  refpeftfully  reprefented  to  his  Majefty  that, 
as  I  had  particularly  attached  myfelf  to  the  Military, 
and  had  fought  fervice  upon  all  occaiions,  I  was  in 
hopes  that  no  perfon  would  have  been  put  over  me. 
But  finding  from  his  Majefty*s  anfwer,  that  Sir  Harry 
Erfkine's  removal  in  the  late  reign  was  owing  to  his 
attachment  to  his  Majefty  when  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
that  he  had  then  made  him  a  promife  to  reftore  him  to 
his  rank  when  he  fhould  come  to  the  Crown,  I  mofl 
chearfully  fubmitted,  and  beg'd  of  his  Majefly  to  be- 
lieve, that  nothing  could  be  further  from  my  wifh, 
than  that  he  fhould  break  his  word  on  any  account,  and 
particularly  on  mine.  His  Majefty  then  afked  me,  how 
it  happened  that  I  had  never  thought  of  any  other  line 
than  the  Military  ?  my  anfwer  was,  that  I  had  not  chofe 
to  put  myfelf  under  an  obligation  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle  or  even  to  my  brother-in-law  Mr.  Fox, 

being 
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beUg  unwilling  to  conne£k  myfelf  with  any  Minifter, 
His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  receive  very  gracioufly  all 
I  had  faid. 


Being  prefent  at  the  next  levee  day.  Lord  Bute  took 
me  afide  and  told  me  the  King  was  much  pleafed  with 
my  behaviour  in  the  clofet :  that  his  Majefty  had  ob-^ 
ferved  my  faying  that  I  had  never  thought  of  any  line 
but  the  Military,  and  had  ordered  him  to  faund  me  (I 
perfeftly  well  recolleft  the  expreffion)  whether  I  fliould 
have  any  inclination  to  a  civil  employment?  Lord 
Bute  added,  that  he  thought  the  beft  way  of  founding 
was  at  once  to  tell  me  the  whole.  That  the  King 
thought  of  making  me  a  Lord  of  his  Bedchamber ;  that 
I  might  know  it  would  not  be  proper  for  the  King  to 
make  a  formal  oflFer,  but  that,  if  I  was  difpofed  to  have 
it,  I  might  afk  it,  and  he  could  aiTure  me  I  fhould  not 
be  refufed.  I  thanked  his  Lordfhip,  expreffed  my 
gratitude  to  his  Majefty,  and  defired  twenty-four  hours 
to  confiderof  it.  I  then  aiked  for  it  in  form  and  was 
immediately  appointed. 

A  few  days  after  I  had  kifled  hands,  news  arrived  of 
the  battle  of  Clofter  Campen  in  Grermany,  in  which 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  who  commanded 
there,  had  been  worfted.  Lord  Shelburne  (then  Lord 
Fitzmaurice)  had  been  prefent  at  this  aftion  as  a  vo- 
lunteer :  Lord  Downe  commanded  the  2Sth  regiment 
and  received  the  wounds  of  which  he  afterwards  died : 
my  brother.  Lord  George  Lennox,  commanded  a  bat- 
talion of  Britiib  grenadiers ;  he  had  been  in  the  hotteft 
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part  of  the  aftion,  and,  although  he  had  the  good  luck 
not  to  be  hurt,  his  cloaths  were  fliot  through  in  feveral 
places,  and  he  had  the. peculiar  fatisfadlion  of  remaining 
to  the  very  laft  with  the  Hereditary  Prince  in  the  wood, 
which  was  the  fcene  of  adlion,  and  when  all  his  people 
were  either  killed  or  driven  off,  he,  with  a  captain  Mac 
Lane,  actually  carried  off  in  their  arms  the  Hereditary 
Prince  who  had  no  horfe  or  attendants,  and  who  from  • 
the  wound  he  had  received  in  his  leg,  was  unable  to 
walk.  Lord  Fitzmaurice  and  Lord  Downe  were  both 
junior  Lieutenant  Colonels  to  Lord  George  Lennox, 
but  his  Majefty  was  advifed  to  reward  their  fervices 
in  this  aftion  by  giving  them  the  r'ank  of  Colonel  over 
his  head. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty  how 
great  a  mortification  it  muft  be  to  my  brother,  after 
having  much  diftinguifhed  himfelf  during  the  whole 
war,  to  be  not  only  neglefted,  but  even  to  fee  his  juniors 
rewarded  by  being  put  over  his  head  for  their  fervices 
in  this  battle,  where  his  behaviour  had  been  fo  remar- 
kable. 

My  reprefentations  however  proved  ineffe£luali  upon 
which  I  refigned  the  Bedchamber,  a  fortnight  after  I 
ha4  received  it.  I  afterwards  communicated  to  Lord 
Bute  the  ftep  I  had  taken,  but  have  not  the  fmalleft 
recollection  of  his Lordlhip's  mentioning  to  tne  "My 
*<  having  talked  offenfively  of  the  Scotch  on  the  pro- 
<«  motion  of  Sir  Harry  Erfkine  and  of  him  (Bute)  in 
^<  particular."     On  the  contrary  his  Lordfhip  was  very 
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civil  to  me,  and  exprefled  his  regret  that  I  had  not  firft 
communicated  to  him  my  intentions  of  refigning,  as 
poffibly  he  might  have  found  means  to  fatisfy  me  about 
my  brother,  and  have  prevented  my  quitting  the 
Bedchamber. 

But  the  point  I  am  moft  anxious  to  clear  up  is  Mr. 
Dodington's  affertion,  that  the  account  which  Lord 
Hallifax  faidlhad  given  "That  the  King  fent  and  offered 
me  the  Bedchamber"— /j  not  /rw^— the  account  I  have 
given  will  Ihew  whether  Lord  Bute  was  not  fent  to  me; 
and  whether  the  manner  in  which  his  Lordfliip  exprefled 
the  orders  he  had  received  to  found  me  do  not  in  the 
language  of  plain  dealing  amount  to  an  offer  of  the  Bed-- 
chamber  from  the  King.  It  is  true  that  I  did  afk  it  in 
form  (I  believe  by  letter  to  Lord  B^te)  but  this  was 
fubfequent  to,  and  in  confequence  'of  his  orders  to 
found  me  and  not  at  the  audience  I  had  on  the  bufinefs 
of  Sir  Harry  Erfkine's  affair,  which  was  previous,  for 
I  do  very  pofitively  declare  that  till  Lord  Bute  menti-" 
oned  the  Bedchamber  to  me  in  that  converfation,  as  an 
idea  of  the  King's,  it  had  not  entered  into  my  thoughts, 
which  were  never  turned  to  that  fort  of  employment. 

The  difference  of  whether  I  firft  alked  for,  or  was 
offered  this  place,  is  very  immaterial  except  as  to  the 
charge  Mr.  Dodington  briiigs  againft  me  of  having 
faid  what  is  not  true.  For,  altho'  it  was  very  flattering 
to  me  to  be  thought  of  by  his  Majefty  to  be  about  his 
perfon,  I  had  not  the  filly  impertinence  to  be  above 
aflcing  for  that  honour,  if  my  turn  of  mind  had  led  me 

that 
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